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Hello my friends, 2 : 1 5,
y-ﬂ’f : in 7) layin hands on this -E I
"ﬂ/ b It's great that you are (again !) laying your han S 0 N A
2 magazine, and 1 wish that your metallic needs will be satisfied ; EE ) ‘u’ ‘
N with this issue. s J ? \, 7
. = There's a lot of shit happening in our scene, almost everyone 12 N 2
who's active tries to make some money with the help of Metal, ,‘ 4 F & -%.
"FEE so that the market gets out of control with its hundreds of : 7 D,
5 CD/LP/Zine releases. Despite of all the commercialism, real and = Bt 2
£ E B honest Metal music can't be killed, because there will always be TEY : i
: 3 3 good bands around who are existing only to play great music Tk & X7
=+ EE which has the right spirit and attitude. So fuck off to all those ] 3 3 3 .
E E who just disturb our so beloved music sceme with their ‘ B . e
AW = superfluous non-quality shit, and cheers to those who still know i 3
; il what METAL is all about. They are our future ! } EE
l\ 3 So, be careful when it comes to buying any products, because = t
,3’ g it's you who decides where our scene finally goes to or not... all 3
% -E the selling bastards are depending on your money, they need it ‘1 ; 2
. ’f‘ ¥ to make their releases possible !!! You have the power !!! The R .’ :
‘.f’ destiny of Metal is in your hands !!!!!!!! : tLEL :
) Alright, enjoy reading this issue... The fifth one will arrive 2 =
{3 when the time is right, and you're welcome to pre-order it if you =5
2 liked the fourth one !!! e %
] et S ,
‘Ef. ¥ o Metallic Greetings... : ; . 3
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; Special Thanks to: All people who laid their hands on this magazine, all bands who invested time to anser my questions, Eva | ===

Christ, Markus Nick, René van Mol (Keep thrashing till Death 111), Robin "Dr.Fe"Krmar, Op (Al C Mi PEED
ATTACK sill rules !11), Atomic Steif & Co,, Frank Kruse, P Eap s il t
e ‘:h ! ‘ﬁ“ukw; M:::ln‘l;m: i rank » Army of Immortals England, Jochen Heinlein, all labels and finally

Thanks to: All my distributors (you fuckin' rule!), Mattin "Gitarrenarbeit® Kratz, Jor jac"
. ¢ ' » Jorg "Maniac” Bukowski, Inf| s
Dick, O.Ih.'und alle M_oulﬁankm 'Hdlbangeu, Tann ( Brother in Metal), Chris "Talian Srz]li?n' And:ze Ymnﬁﬁ“nch
Alcoholica®, “Stefarla “Violent Force" Becker, Secrets-Crie/OS, Frank "K.O.* Stover, Cath Folens (Lady in b{ack) Russ Smi:;ln
Frank Krynojewnki, Wolle (King Propeller), Dancing Shadows Zine, Bestial Devastator & Cybey Chris, Jane. Bk 6. i
%Tfﬁssm: bg;'Dm(ro- Cw-é:i g:il:; ﬂwafbfm Tony, Dave & the Chicago Metal Inquisition, Sami (Finland's veteran for
e T ca (more 4 " :
oo etal'), Torsten S., ...and all those who supported me so far and kept the faith !

No Thanks: Wagner "Rockstar” Antichrist, Tom Warrior (you don't wh pporters are etal i
K : fl Rt (=9) and all peole who ke to cruh TALES OF THE P Rl s Shek 14

? wimps only !!l Also no thanks to a part of the postal servi i
3 = il ST e pos ce for not being always honest... Stan and Syaiful, you are one of

mem Q[bbteﬁﬁ !!! : e st TR

Costa Stolos, Brunnenstr.6, 54538 Kinderbeuem
Hetzhof, Germany
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Tnﬁr:i.on s'plltud up, so "farewell". People say that he's only played Black Metal for money, so his departure is no big
loss for us ! *Brisen (Ex-Dungeon) from Italy have finally released their debutCD, and it should be in the same style
as their demo *Gospel of the Horns ceased to exist after the release of their MCD, *Langsuir signed to German
CONQUISTADOR Records, expect a MCD to be released very soon. A full -length will follow as well ! * The guy
from DAWNRAZOR Zine/ Beyond Dawn sells Hellhammer Live- bootleg tapes for $8, but this is total rip off,
bm“‘f Hellhammer never played live... and he knows this!!! But he doesn't care at all, he just wants to make some
fuckin' money with it. So, an endless fuck off to this sucker... there's no place in our scene for posers like him ! Such
P“’P]‘_f““ use Metal for their financial advantage (... I heard that he's also member of Infernd....).* Pazuzu's
(Austria) second CD is out when you read this.*Bifrost splitted up, but their singer is still active with
HAMMERHEART Records though. * Graveland are working on their follow-up album for "Thousand Swords"...
hope those guys will change their image to the better with their new album.* Martyrdom are going to record their
debut album soon.... remember "Especially for the old Headb and Thrashers" ! I'm curious...* Inner Sanctum
had some line-up problems, but they are still alive.* Kampfar have signed to MALICIOUS Records for two CDs,*
Usurper released a MCD on NECROPOLIS Records, and will probably tour Europe this year, so 1 hope to see them.*
Cultus Sanguine broke their contract with Full Moon Productions.* Amon Goeth seem to have serious line-up
problems, but I hope that they won't cease to exist because of this. Their new CD "The Worship” will be out very
soon, and relating to the advance tape that I heard I can promise you that their new material is much better than "Call
The Master" was. Expect nothing but original Czech Black/ Death Metal art | * Enslaved will release their new LP
"Eld" very soon. *Pazuzu (US) had (have ?) a lot of line-up problems , but Tony keeps this band alive. * Destroyer
666 released their album which especially fans of sheer brutal Black/ Death Metal (with touches of dirty Thrash) will
enjoy. This album is dedicated to old Beherit, B and Destructi says it all ! Get the LP version as it includes
one bonus track ! * Mark Mackay, the maniac who did the CELTIC FROST report in #3, had a good year in 1996 as
he went to see a couple of Kiss-reunion shows... and that meant a lot to him as he's a big Kiss fan. * Everybody is
shouting at UNISOUND from Greece. 1 was told (by several people) that this label isn't as honest as it used to be...
who knows 7 But be careful, ok 7 * Sadistic Intent's album "Second coming... Of Darkness" is delayed, but I heard
some advance-tracks for it, and their stuff is deathlier than ever. Real morbid stuff, so dark Death Metal lunatics should
be ready for it | * VOICES FROM THE DARKSIDE magazine takes a break, but I'm sure that Frank will release his
10th issue sooner than we think, because 1 know that he's a workoholic... Beside his magazine, he now also runs a
label, and started to work and write for ROCK HARD and the E,M.P. mailorder catalogue. * Geh have released

It's official now that GORDER FROM
CHAO®, one of the best American old
fashioned Wlack/Beatlh Metal ouifits, is
history for seueral reasons. But their fans
shouldn't cry foo many tears, because Pete B
was clever enough not o sell kis
instrument but join a new band instead,
namely ANGELCOEPSE | Musical
parallels behween those bands can't be
denied, both forces are extrente BWlack/Beath
fietal. Although 3'm sure that you will read
something about this new band in future, 3
wanted to get a bit of info from one of
thoge three exiremists.... and Gene finally [
made this possible. There's no doubt that
this band is not just another Black/ Beath
Metal ontfit... they are the kind of force that
will preuail in future (in case they won't
split up or wimp out), because their violent,
massacrons nusic is nof made for frendy
individuals but for real louers of extremest
metallic storms...

Order From Chaus is dead, and Angel Corpse rose
from the ashes. But what has changed ? 1Is it a
letely new beginning 7 Gene, the band's axeman

their third CD now with "Malice”, and have developed to one of the most beloved acts from Norway. * Asphyx have
released their very first, but leased album "Embrace the Death", and all Death Metal people should have their copy
of it. It's a KILLER-CD !!! * Bathory's new (old ?) album is announced to be released in August, so be warned. Let's
hope that we shouldn't expect another album 2 la "Octagon” to be released ! The Quorthon solo -stuff will be out
soon as well. * Holocausto of Nuclear Veng , the mind behind the once so mighty Beherit declared this
Black/ Death Metal legend as dead. But for all those who missed to buy Beherit's "Messe De Morte" 7'inch should look
forward to buying its re-release on CD. * Emperor prepare their return. The first messanger is a new 12'inch/ 7'inch,
but their new songs are different from their old ones, so be warned !* Countess are still alive and will tour in May
through Germany together with their mates from Barathrum and the old Japanese Black Thrashing Death Metal horde
Sabbat (!!!). The tourdates are...
30.4. Celle (buntes Haus), 2.5. Berlin (Insel), 3.5 Leipzig (Hellraiser), 7.5. Jena (C bl
Metzgerei), 10.5. Stuttgart (Jugendhaus- Treff)
Those who are tired of most of today's Black/ Death Metal shows should try to go and see this package, because I'm
sure that they won't see usual bands. Countess will also release a new MCD after this tour. *Another German tour
that will probably turn into reality in June is the one with Mortuary Drape, Unpure and Decayed... Three bands that
are not unknown to in depth-reading TALES OF THE MACABRE readers, Perhaps another tour worth to see 1! *
More tournews: Absu will tour Europe very soon together with Enslaved, * STATIC AGE will release three different
Tinches with several bands that join the motto "HEADBANGERS AGAINST DISCO", and the first T'inch is already
out, including cool bands like Bestial Warlust, Sabbat, and two Scandinavian projects Infernd and Gehennah, The
other T'inchjes will feature songs from Nifelheim, Unpure, Usurper, etc, and the best thing is that most of the songs
are unreleased ones, so you won't get "old news"” only here. You'll read about those three 7'inches in the next issue... so
already pre-order your copy of issue five, hehe !*
A split CD with Abigail and Funeral Winds should be out on WARMASTER Records. Beside this, Abigail also
released their debut album on MODERN INVASION. Talking about more split LPs: Funeral Winds share one LP
with the Norwegian D iac. Unf Iy 1 haven't heard any of these mentioned releases until now, so 1 can't say
anything about the music, sorry !* Pentacle released a great PicMLP which offers cool thrashing Death Metal in the old
vein. Those who know the band from their previously released stuff will be surprised ! * Gorgoroth's third album is
already recorded and will be entitled "Under The Sign Of Hell". Expect more pure Norwegian Black Metal.*
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answers: 'Ves, the band Order from Chaos is po more,
even though a final album is to be released in eardly
1997. It was recorded over a year ago. Angelcorpse did
not rise from the ashes, or whatever... It is simple, I'd
been in touch with Pete for some time, he was familiar
with the fact that I was looking for people to start a
band with for a long time. And when it came that

imagination as to what to do. This band is not a new
direction at all Angelcorpse is it own entity.’

With such an extremely wicked and violent deathrash
style 1 wondered what the musical roots for Angel

/Death Metal However, we all have other tastes. I'm
into obscure classical music from the 20th century.
Pete is into some odd stuff ike Non."Yes, your style is
definetely sounding old-school without losing a 90s-
touch, that's something I like. But being different from
most of the other Black/ Death hordes 1 wanted to
know from Gene how and where he sees band in the
Black/Death Metal scene ? He replies: T chink we are
definitely what people would call "real” Death or
ck/Death. There are no mosh parts and weepy
. ¥ 1 L ’_I. rds or i g i pure
ripping Metal ! I think a lot of what people arc being
fooled into believing is Metal is actually the farthest

Angel Corpse think of Herve's bands ? Do those US.
devastators think that their band fits into the
OSMOSE band-list ? ...:To be honest, I'm not very
fond of many of the bands on the OSMOSE roster.

One request at the end: To find out what tastes the majority of you, the readers, have, please answer following
questions (if you like, of course)...

10 all time favebands
10 all time faverecords
Biggest suzprise in the last half year (name 5 )
Biggest disappointments/ jokes (name 5)

5 names for the "shitlist”

I can't promise anything, but I try to get some stuff assembled to honour your work... The labels/ persons that are
willing to send some stuff for this "request” will of course be mentioned in TALES OF THE MACABRE #5.

Also, 1 give you the chance to put a private advert into the next issue... §1 for every 15 words is the price, your address
is free !

Please keep in mind that this is a magazine dedicated to music only, ok 7 No religion, policy, ete. shit, only adverts that

H . some of the newer bands are kind of
interesting, I can't say whether we fit with other
OSMOSE bands. It is simply the hbel we are on,
nothing more.’
Such an intensive Black Thrashing Death Metal sound
like Angel Corpse has I'm only used from exotic
bands (Brazilian, Singaporean, etc).... are they an
influence ! ...: T thought some of the Brazilian bands
like Vuleano, (very early) Sepultura, Sarcofago, were
great bands. I can't say much for Singapore except
maybe Abhorer.' Well, not exactly an answer to my
question, but anyway, at least they appreciate some of |
the leading exotic metal forces.
The album "Hammer of Gods" is out now... 1 prefer
their demotape to be b t, b it doesn't sound

g_l_g_te to Metal. If the advert stinks in my opinion, then your mong;wlﬁu of course be returned.

as clean as the album, but the Lp is cool anyway. Read

Order fiom | Chivos bioke ops it dida’t e much |

Corpse are! Gene again!' Mostly old school Black r

from.' So what about their label mates 7 What does |

-

the review for more info. !




Tyrant, FHellbutcher and Bemon, the pack of NIFELHEIM, managed to surprise me a lot Elﬁﬂl
their merciless "in your face"-like album. It's straight ahead thrashing Black/Death Aetal with a
lot of aggressions and wicked feelings, an original album indeed in a time where 90% of all
bands sound equal.
3 knew that there's not much to unlock at #ellbutcher's address, but I confrontated him with
my guestions amgway. Well, unfortunately he really hadn't too many exciting words to say, ...

What differs NIFELHEIM from most of the other Scandinavian
"old fashioned" bands like AURA NOIR, BEWITCHED, etc. 7 Is
NIFELHEIM a real band or just a union of Black Metal
musicians who like to make some extra money with the
new "old Metal " trend 7

'We started 1990 and at that time there was no fuckin'
frend to play old school Black Metal, and you should have
known that most of the fracks on the album were made In
1990, under the period when Gore Death Metal was a
fuckin' frend | We have never claimed that we are playing
oldschool Metal as the new frend, we just play the music
that we think Is the best and most evil. In the beginning of
the 90s, everyone told us that we would never become
anything as long as we play that unfashloned old frash shit.
Now everyone says they were the first to play old school
Metal. Fuck off fo all old school bands.. they are Just
Nifelheim Rip Off llI'
What are you current faves when it comes to newer bands ?
Are there also bands you'd like to see to perish In flames ?

'| want all bands to perish In flames I'

A tour Is announced by NECROPOLIS... what should we
expect when NIFELHEIM enters the stage ? Any special
effects ? With which bands would you like to tour ?

‘We are not planning to go on tour yet, perhaps in one
year or something: About our stage show, you won't survive,
A band we would llke fo tour with Is Dissection.'

What kind of relationship do you have with DISSECTION ? |
think they sound like a glam-band In comparison to
NIFELHEIM...

The members or Dissection share the same thoughts as

us.
About your next LP: Will there be any major changes In
comparison to your debut album ? By the way, Isn't It
difficult to compose original Thrash /old Death Metal riffs
without ripping old bands' riffs off ?

As | sald, we will always play the same type of music, so
there will be no major changes compared tfo the Nifelhelm
album. | don't think it's hard to compose original riffs. We
are planning to record the new album In the end of this
year.'

On your debut LP there's a song called "Possessed by Evil* |
Some old die-hard thrasher might curse you for this title as it
Is an old cultrack of a certaln German Thrash band... Do
you know which band | mean ?
| suppose you mean the track from a demo with

Necronomicon.'
Hmm, | don't know If It's from a demo, but It's the best track
of thelr debut LP. Your opinion about Black Metal 1996 2

99% of all Black Metal bands are wimpy poser crap. |
hate It 1II'
Your opinion about Black Metal fans 1996 ?

Iwant to kill all of them |'

Your wishes for Black Metal 1997 7

That all posers In the scene dle and only the true evil
remains.’
Why do you think are the Scandinavian people total wimps
wt{mn It comes to drinking Beer ? You go down very easy...
You have never met Nifelheim. That's all I have to say.'




> el % g e,
The best thing to start our interview is to ask you about your new album
4 "The Third Storm It seems that it will sound even more okd-
fashioned styled.... so what should we expect ? Pure thrashing aggression?
» Equitant: 'Yes, the new sbum from Absu will be "The Third Storm of
W Cythrual”. We began reconding in June 1996, and it will have around ninc
i songs on it. And yes, it will be more old sounding, pure hellish Speed Metal !!!
Oun this one the songs are faster, and a bit shorter from the songs on the Znd
abum "The Sun of Tiphareth”, all but one song called "Of Celtic Fire we are

SN forn” This is an epic song influenced very much by cekic myths of steel and

R Lonour... It's in the vein of the songs like "Apzu"” and "Feis mor tir na nog" Z

B8 (rom our second LP, very long with lots of changes within the song and effects

s well This time we entered a new studio, for a different production and

§i| sound, more of a big sound this time, and very heavy. Its the same studio we
98 fid some of our first recordings in with Absu (early 01), but it changed alot

H oince thea, better recording equipment, ete. So yes, we feel good about this LP.

H It's the first time I myself have liked every song that will be on the LP. Plus they
are just better writing, with more fecling and power behind us. This will be our
best album for sure! Hell Speed Metal /! <SI I '\, + SN LR
We are abo doing another song of the Texas Deathkuk Morbid Scream

S (1.1.P.). The song called "Morbid Scream”, this was written in '88 and we will |

B sive the song life once again... as we did with "The Coming of War"

\" .. Liphareth" album. Some of the other new songs | can tell you are... S
o 2 Leather”, "The Winter Zephyr', "Highland Tyrant Atack’, "A Magician's

Lapiskzruli’, "Tntelligence towards the Crown", "Customs of Tasseomancy” and e

the song from our 7inch EP "And Shineth unto the cold Cometh" re-recorded,
M Aficr che LP, we'll do another EP called "Thrashstorms" and begin to work on
] the 4th epic celtlc concept abbum called "Tokdanach: Legends of Fire and Steel"
i ABSU is one of the few dark U.S. bands that get some international |\
attention... Why is the American scene so weak (in comparison to N\
B European countries) when it comes to Dark/Black Metal 7 s it a lack of ﬁ
8 American Black/dark/occukk metal roota ! i \‘\

e )
Eguitapt: '/ don't know. In the 80s the american Metal was suong:.{SL’m-,
ossessed, N.M.E., Maoowar (still going strong !!!), ?on, Necrovore,

etc. Today I don't care nor fallow it... it's non 8
baods in the 80s, Necrovore and Morbid §
11! Why is the american scene so weak 7

Death, Morbid Angel, ctc.,
existing. Texas had two great
Seream... they were the ldngs

they are
this big uprise with "New Black
you can think of, ha ! Pechaps they will

start burning all the american churches, and get caught ( that’s the best =

promotion for album saks, haba ! -ed.), and put away for a long time. So they

can't create the shit music they seem to be to. Let's hope so | We :

R :2vc no problems with american bands (50

. o
4 If you look back to your European toun

; A before you entered our continent! Compare

t coming back to your new LP: Tell me about your ideas you have got
concerning the album layout (cover)... Is it OSMOSE who takes care of £
that or do you have absolute freedom when it comes to i

f\murrtlnul.’ L= = = 3 ——
Yquitant: The album "1 he third Storm of Cythrual” (Cythrual) coming from
the ancieat celtic/cackic name for abyss or hell and the "Third Storm” standing =
for our 3rd LP and the three of us ! The cover concept with this will be a great =
storm, containing very dark clouds, shores of Irelnd and a dack sea below it 3
with lightaing, etc. Other than that we are still working out all idess for the &5
hyout. It will for sure be a better hyout from "The Sun of Tiphareth”
bepn.intedbrlﬁis Verwimp again. <= RS
2 OSMOSE did not use the original cover art for "The Sun of Tipharcth”. It was
| originally a (no colour) scetch. Same concept, different artist. It had no ccolour,
s0 it was got used. But the art was very good and fit the whole image and music
a bit more than the cover by Kris Verwimp. Though we are pleased with the ==
work by Kris. So yes, we have the freedom to do what we want. OSMOSE fust =5

@ 1id not want to use black and white penck scetch covers... and we understand ==
this now: In the past we have had so many problems with covers, so dhe new =5

d one will be a2 very good cover, and it will once again be gatefold on the LP-

S, format ( Thanks ! -ed.) with photos of us, ctc. Otﬁ:rﬁntﬁatwm_mﬂ

=¥\ thinking and phnning every detail for this third storm...*

Was "The Sun of Tiphareth” a success 7 1"
wasn't just another typical trendy album... "8G
Equitant: ' A success ? Ha ! Yes, I guess it was.
41l 2l over the workd...and this is good ! I'm not sure of the full smount sokd |
W or numbers. I ks track of that... we are very plased on how it has sokl. That O
album was a real rebirth LP for us. Qur style changed for the better plos we 588
were doing the whok LP with just the three of us. If all the dedicated fans of us RS
are happy with i, it will make us foel good about what we are Joing. 1 guess \
you can say that it pushes us to the better with each recording (Yes, I toeally N
e | -ed.). Putting 100% into cach song, giving it all yoar hell and speed !!! R
o -
what kind of -cmm
N branded in your mind ? What did you ::p«tﬁv-Enwp:IEu&u
the European tour the
B U.S.-tour you did. =01 )
25 Equitant 'That tour of Europe brings back the
N b onour for us ! I think about this all the time... and miss it everyday. It was
grand time for us, we can't wait to return sgain to Furope. It's bard to el you §

N how it feels for an American coming to Europe. I'm sure it's not lke ang

b\ Furopean coming to America. It's very different forus.  womil ™§
8 e received what we were expecting from that twar, good shows with
: pcopbnnd!muﬂ;oum:beﬂo!'bemrpbaemmrﬁun.‘luuh.Sang /
the other half are fuckin’ drank idiots ! That arc just SRS
waitsing flesh... know pothing about us or anything ebe for that mater ! KOS
American facks !! And I hate ¢hat more than anything. The U.S. tour was ok, J=a]
m.h&&unnwumdﬁqdﬁmrhdcmmerdnclﬁmh’smﬁ-« s
em-ypbc:ywp...ﬂudrnmdmmwmbo&-’ﬂwtwwwm \\
with our brothers of the north Ensleved, had such 2 good time with them, YA

e




" o -

Ll-. ] S - . : = e
crushing North erica Ca.nsa'.w. .‘lbr of the shows were great, and othe, ; with the others in Absu, like German DeathTrash so much is due to the fact =
% were not so great. We had tons of problems with money and getting things B that it had a sound, an electrifying power like no other bands created. The &
E stokn out of our bus by idiots !!! More american fack wits ! So it was a hell on B guitars were brighter and more animated than usual Thrash bands that I had
earth at times, driving all night with no skep at all ! It can break you down { be been listening to at that dme; this goes for the drum production as well For
fast. Yes, we will tour Furope again this year, and it will be with Enshved as % B cxample, just fisten to Ventor's drum mix in the masterwork of "Plasure to
oa as both of our LPs are out. Perhaps a winter tour, and it could also be [ Kill'. Since Ventor did not use bottom drum heads on his toms, Harris Johns
ith a new OSMOSE band, Gehennah from Sweden. So if this all goes right B W5 decided to push a lot of mid-range and high-end to give the toms a rather
it will be one of the best tours to hit Furope ! A gaelic/norse/svenige storm ke "ringy” or should I say an open vauk sound. I mean, every time I listen
tour'96 11! __ﬁ\mm? e : )\_ "Pleasure to Kill', the drums literally run my compse over kike a bunch of
Yes, Germany was great on the last tour of Europe ! It was good for myself and { goddama bhzin' chariots in zee night ! This goes for Destraction as well !
Shatiiel to go o G ¥, ‘cause we arc both half German blood. So it wasy ? g Schmier’s voice is like a heretical commander sending his troops straight to hell
good to see the home hnd our ancestors came from.' S\ S Y 08 ( Well, 1 think he just wanted to imitate "Cronos", didn't he’ -ed.) !!! He is a
Was it casy to tour with the other two bands? : 1 rather unique and decorative voice like none other. I guess kistening to other
SADISTIK EXEKUTION, IMPALED NAZARENE are not just "normal” thrash and Speed Metal bands was very enlightening, but ance I discovered
AU P YRR 5 bands and cults from your country roughly 10 or 11 years ago, | knew this was a
X2 Equitant: Ha ha, yes, it was easy to tour with them. At first, things were 2 hateful direction I wanted to partake in, in thy musical carrier of course. You
BN |.i: strange. But, aficr a few days we all started to become good pals, you know; g8 know what bothers me 7 I don't know anyone who gives a shit about bands kike
B .ficr a fow shows getting drunk off Vodka and Jack Danieks, with a lot of Beer" Minotaur, Poison, Necronomicon, Darkness, and especially the lkegendary
to ad to it. And smoking hash, Dave Shee from Sadistik Exclation would P W5 DEATHROW !111{11! ( I don't think they are "kegendary”.. they were good,
always find some good hash for us to smoke ! Ha ha ! So with the first shows & 1 but their drummer had 2 strange style ! But what about bands kike Violent
on the tour being great ones, we all became friends fast... Those bands were |8 § Force, Examer, Living Death 7 -ed.) I have never really picked up a zine and 'g—l
good guys to tour with for sure. They are both crazy and insane bands. The seen an interview with a band member saying, "Deathrow is a big influence of
only problem was the tour bus. At times it was so small for three bands plus mine !*., you never see this in reality ! Wcjf. minus the exception of Japan'
¥ soundman, promotor, and two bus drivers. Some days you could not even walk ] Sigh, which I think is one of the better bands in today’s episode of extreme
| down the hall way of the bus, so much staff was in that bus, Then we had a flat N Meral music. Anyway, your commentation on poor English sung by gode= fAe, Y
W cire in Germany one night, so we had a dead tire to walk over every time you NS Schmier and Angelripper.. I think this is another reason why I kaxuriate in this SR

A = styk of German Metal so mach ! Oh, I hughed when I first heard some of the §
roscriptor, 1 heard rlnxyon had the wish to meet Mille Petrozza N\ #ords coming out of their mouths, cspecially B "Thrash? Deack® *Visioa’
KREATOR) at the gig in (Alen)Essen, one of the CF):II;I!I of the AW ete. It seems dhey had a i ciady i dhe V" conscomie wod che coding B
glorious German Thrash movement, but unfortunately he didn't show up. IEEENARNRR 7~ sound, but it's ok, I fucking love it man !/ Now in today’s ceaselss SIS
 What is so fascinating at German Metal (especially thrash) ? Of course . . Beeld il !l Now = y g X
d love these bands, wo, but 1 think that people from English-speaking W notxble ones ﬂ'aﬂe.n.w;r Falgo T ol )‘i 3 3 \
countrics must have lhoghed a lot as the images of German bands were, 4 " otc.. i ]

AR
S

often "over the top" (ol DESTRUCTION, SODOM,..), thd$§ : your iration of old German thrash bands the reason fnrmw-lﬂ! R

th by " , " N
$ pronunciation was bad and so were the lyrics, cte...But the forcign fans 538 ¢ d:l:ld trash” instead of "thrash !‘%‘_'tl?fllrthe“y&eﬁemm
4 just love(d) it ! Your comment (would be nice to know) ? NS p 3 IETT e =~ W PR

&%), Proscripton. First of all I'd B to start with a remadabl quote from the do believe that is cormect ! However, when a very
! '.';"' Sovereign of German Thrash Metal "The posers on this Farth have no dight to
sl live - We're gonna split their brains, torture is what we give!" (Mille Petrozza), R
" The shove statement is so, oh, so very true. During the infamous ers of the P
'§ 805, Germany was a country to actually advaoce in the so-called Thrash = 3 An_ﬂn .
Y movement like no other country, yet for reasons unknown. At the same time, % ; 4 %m FRAY
\ Amcrica was very strong and powerful as well (Skycr, Possessed, Necrovare, < it ; ...fwm.mwamgw
Morbid Scream, Rigor Mortis, Necrophagia, Blood Feast, Metallics, Py Hﬂh.dm&km.mm‘ru“ o~

= X
Incpbas, Nasty Savage, Exodas, VON, ...). I think the reason why I, :—_ ﬂd;;bt:n;, Zﬂﬂ this ihdn?;’;ﬁﬁ::dm o ‘\
. : —— dedica ¢ dominioa credence o 300 T




A w-p ofmggid mdmys!:ﬁ::’.:m as u-:ﬂ ﬂm'r was & seven inch A-h
"Ruminations of Debauchery”, but the mix is fucking horrible, appalling !!! I
8 plan on remixing it someday and changing the vocaks on #, so I can potaﬂ;b re-
rekease, but it's something that will not happen for awhike.' i
ABSU will remain as a trio... is this because your mhnmhoo- il 0o
small, or dont you think that any fourth south won't fir into the band ?
Why didn't session bassist "Mezzadurus™ stay with ABSU ? Or is it pu‘-\“
A because he is too busy with BLOOD STORM, his own project 7 2 i
Equitant: No, our rehearsalroom is big. Ha ! The main reason for us bcmg 2
three-piece is that we have known each other for a bong time, We first started =
playing together in 87/88 just doing covers of bands kke Krestor, Shyer, etc.
Proscriptor joined another band called Magus and before this Shaftiel md"t‘
myself were in a band called Dolmen in 88/89 (it was the beginning of Absu &-«ol,-h‘
=] you could say). In 9091 Absa was created, and when things dida't um'."on'l.r 'Iﬁ
with our drummer we had since 1998, we asked Proscriptor to join Absw, so we gl‘""
all know what we want with dhis band nowadays and how the style should lead.
We willnow be a three piece until the end. At this point no one ebe would fit +*
S in with us as a fourth member. After eight years of phying together it's hard to |
S5 bave a new face in the band. Marzadurus was only a session member for the £ :
wur of Farope and North America/Canada tours... and he did a good job on? ; .
it!, Hr s mow busy with his band Blood Storm about to release his first LP e
soon! il B NLQW%VV o

¥

RE
It is always difficult to stay away from any kind of musical influences... 5., wys - 7' 7

Emm 'K.rumn Sodom, Sﬁyr.'r. Mﬁton, vaol! row,
Morbid Scream, Nasty Savage, Angel Witch, Balldozer, Talon, Sedition, =

. Watchtower, Incubas, Kiss, Twisted Sister, Mekong Deks, Cekic Frost,
! DesExak, Blood Feast, Manowar, Coroner, Sarcofago, Mayhem,
1 Nmn-inﬁi, Vaivod, Iron Maiden, Scorpions, Sacrifice, Metal Church,

| P
Tnﬂung about ABSU.-projects: EQUIMANTHORN' now seems to be the
project of all ABSU warriors... and there's some talk of a second

my simple question: Are there any influences you admit to build up the N L-\t- Any infos ! P L B /WS CAn 2/ R 5L

thrashy style of ABSU (especially for your new LP) ? What are your’
personal Metal faves (I'm not interested in other music styles...) ! &, r‘,‘\} ‘4
Equitap: ' Well, in my beginning days of music (early 80s) I was into zbe_“* 2 }.
Punk Rock style of music, like G.B.H., The Exploited, Discharge, Black.
Fhag, I loved it ‘cause it was so raw loud and mean !!! Then in '85 or so [ ﬁrsrf.'

. Proscriptor: * Yes, there will be 2 second Equimanthorn album in due
boum.u; we ane concentrating more on Absa and individaal solo-projects
rather than Equimanthorn at the moment. I have just released thy debut solo-
album Mawf mli‘ﬁraMMACEm()D cncf.ltnmh‘.kﬂ'

heard 8 new LP called "Morkid Taks" by Cekic Frost and others kike ” like no other mdukcd by the buma.n' manifestation. It will also be rekeased on

"Haunting the Chapel” by Skyer, "Ride the Lightning” by Metallica. I was
used to this Pank music, I was graving for something more faster... When I

8 first heard Slayer and Celtic Frost | was blow away !!! Then I heard the LP
"Pleasure to Kill' by the German gods Kreator... and bands like Death §§
("Scream Bloody Gore') and Incmbus (“Serpent Temptation”). And that B8

s changed me very much !!! I knew from that time on I wanted tw phy this style
of music. It was new to me ! So I would say my kings would be Skyer, Bt
Bathary, Kreatar ("Reign in Blood", "Blood Fire Death” and "Pleasure to Kill", |
those LPs are Gods to me!) ! And I must not forget Morbid Scream, they §
were kind of the Texas answer to Mayhem for us... I first saw them in ‘87 kve |
and they were from the same town as I was. They were a big influence on us.
They were so fast and evil for that time. This is why we will keep this band

8 skive by doing old songs they did... it's a real honour for us ! And the other

B8 Texas Black Metal gods were Necrovore, I never saw them live, I hear it was

8 something to see... they had giant inverted crosses with fire and _
pentag: aonﬁ:lﬁ;t&urfnr’ﬂ?'dﬂume i -

UNISOUND Records as well, when d:e sn.ond Egn.i-udam is completed.
You'll see the magick in perquisite time.'
'4 Any final warnings (clichee) !

M Equitant: mer:&anlrrmﬁ;rdbfnmniew Irsam.d‘meboumrmkm =
one of the best German magazines today ! Keep up the good work ! Hails to all
(mm Thrashers !!! Keep your eyes open for "The Third Storm afcnﬁ.mf'

Thanks to ABSU ﬁ)r I:|le1.r cool and obnmu]y llnnell: answers, I'm prmd
B to have such a good band included in my magazine. Their 3rd album
3 attack of original Black T(h)mshing Metal should be out now, so you

§ better run to the next Metal merchant and buy it (on vinyl, for traditional

reasons, hehe !). ABSU beat 95 % of all those new Evil (...) Thmash

" f{ Metal bands that are coming up in these days, these warriors from Texas

can look into a lmdut fumre




know the band
ROOT? 1 guess not
too many, but this
band was around for a
long  time, being
formed in the late 80s,
having recorded 3
demos (as far as 1
know), and four LPs.
Their first unholy LP
"Zjevenie” was released
after the communistic
system fell in Czech
Slovakia, it was the
year 1991, but their
previous demos had
already a raw
Black/Death Metal
sound (mixed with
some thrash riffs), and
1 dare to say that
Count Grishnackh's
first BURZEM album
did have some
influences from
ROOT, like the simple
drumming and
especially the riff of the ROOT song "Pisa Pro Satana” which is
very similar to the Count's "War" (well, it's also similar to
BATHORPY's "Necromancy”, I must admit). However, I know
from old interviews that Vikernes mentioned this Czech force as
one of his influences.

ROOT's necond album, "Hell Symphony” is much more variable
in comparison to the

debut release which presented good straight ahead music with
deep raw but still sung vocals. "Hell Symphony” was released in
1992 and it is very well-done with its different faces when it
comes to the songwriting, i.c. with "Leviathan” you can hear a
song with a strong old BATHORE influence, very well done, or
*Luci”, which contains some traditional slavonic-sounding sung
melodies. The musicianship is very excellent, no amateurs play
here ! 2
Their third, in 1993 rcleased album, "The Temple in the
Underworld" shew RBOET from their epic side, having a atrong
late epic BATHORP sound, mixed with some old influences
and again, slavonic vocalmelodies, very cool ! Just listen to the
incredible "Voices" !

The fourth LP I haven't heard yet unfortunately, but it must be
very different... anyway, with the help of people like Opyros and
especially Dr.Fe an interview with Jiri "Big Boss" Valter, the
band's vocalist, was made possible. T'm very happy to have this
great band included here, especially because I've never read any
interview or even a review about R€€T o far. Well, check out
yourself what Big Boss has to say....

Big Bogs anno'ol
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Firat I'd like to know, why
the fourth ROOT LP isn't
released yet. It is already
ready, isn'tit !

The fourth Root album,
"Kirgeras", is out and was
baptized at the concert in
Prahs,  together  with
Ansthema and My Dying
Bride. We have recorded
the album in
November/december 1995
in Shadk Swflo. For dhe
Western market, the English
company
CACOPHONOUS has
bought the rights, herc in
Czech Republic the album
was mkxs:d on BMCK
HOLE.'

Please tell us about the
albom !

Ie is about a
monothematical story, and
it is pecessary to read the
preface on the cover. Root's
style has changed

ipletely. Now I'm singing
afl with completely clear,
normal vocab. The fans and
the crtics have highly
appreciated this record, and
we are very happy about it !
:o:hy l:ave you left MONITOR Records ? Did you have problems with

em .

'MONITOR now only has bands under contract whi ve golden
etc... and this is not really the case st Root.’ . e
Haha, not really ! Although especially the Norwegians are responsible
for the Black Metal trend (especially Dark Throne's "A Bl-ze'win the
Northern Sky” anno'92), the Czech scene was much carlier into Black
Meml with bands like TORR, MASTER'S HAMMER and ROOT. Bat
the fans don't realize this as it seems... Don't you think that the Czech
scene should receive much more recognition from the intcrbational
underground 7  After all, LPs Lke "Zjevenic”, "Armageddon ° and
"Ritual' have already been released befo knew about

L

Norwegian Black Metl... x

When we have akeady phyed Black Metal in Czech Repub
bic, the
Norwegians have still shitted into their pants, that's pmﬁk.llqmb
;::cmnl decper about this subject !' : b o
y were there so many Black/Death Mewl bands around in
coul 90 ? g
-n-ya:um What is the reason for this admiration for occulkism /
7 think that the best reason to phy Bisck Metal is that bands are sbke to fiod
menmwkdml&mm“yﬁh'mu% inchiding die
holy church, et You can easily talk about subjects which are usually mboo
ﬁrmﬂm&.&tmvﬁ-mw&&cﬂm aide of th
Aﬂdeadalmﬂ'bmyﬁ.&—nﬁ!' 2 T
?ﬂfzﬁ;iﬂﬂdnm as 2 Bhack Metal band ! How would you
Y In,E!
1 hate to
mm:;r;:u:ﬁwm“’f everyone can hbel our music like be
ROOT are handly known
etc. can be found. Why
popular with the

m--- No interviews, promotion,
you from making the band more
l"h"‘fi-m"iﬂ'hdvuﬂdq,m! D-:-'tw---




every headbanger to have one ROOT LP in his collection ?

Everyday I receive letters from Columbia, Mexico, U.S.A., Malaysia, France,
Gerthany, Portugal, ete., and I think that we are famous ! But [ don't want tr:'
do interviews for any zines that I can't read later on, This is the only resson !
I'm convinced that 2/3 of all interviews are just mean deceptions, and that's a
pity for my time. I only do this interview, because Dr. Fe, the singer of Amon
Goeth, has guaranteed me that this is not a rip off!

Is it true that you have refused
AVANTOARDE ! Wi a proposal for a deal from

It is true | The reason for this is that the persons behind AV,

Just promised and blathered a lot, again and m md{;e f&ﬂﬁgﬂﬁf
down the toilet.,.’

Big Boss, can you still identify yourself with the old ROOT stuff like the
demos, the first two albums ?

I'm aski 8 this, b your third LP ("The Temple in the
Underworld”) was musically completely different with its epic
BATHORY-styled stuff...

1 strongly stand behind every song of us, from the demos, LPs, from the
beglnning until this time. Akthough we change our music on every record,
ﬁ?ugb we sound different, this really can't change my philosopy, my view of
Some people call you the KING DIAMOND
from the East (side of the old iron curtain)...
what do you think of this ? Did you once have
contact with King Diamond ! Or is it just Anton
LaVey who makes you compareable with the
Danish king 7

"Well, if the fans call me like this, then they can

call King Diamond as "Big Boss from the West"...
am I right 7 (well, yes, but he's much more popular
than you are, don't you agree ! -ed,) We are certainly
very close when it comes to the human point of
view, and not only because we are both members of
the Church of Satan, We know each other from
letters and a couple of telephone conversations. So
we are friends..."
What is especially conspicious at ROOT are
your vocals, because you use your own voice. Do
you have a special training ! Your voice is very
flexible (very deeep, melodic, etc.) !

7 have the theory that every vocalist should be able
to sing. If he can't, his ass should be kicked ! Bur !
don't need any special training. I can work very well

with my voice and I try to use all possibilities of my
voice. Just listen to our new record, and you'll shit in
your pants ! I guarantee this to you '

Fuck, 1 still haven'ty but the whole
thingshould be very rocky as people have told. 1
adore your laughter on the first two records... 8
how came the idea I Why haven't you used this

effect on your third LP as well

T use my laughter to stress our lyrics better, but only if it fits ! This effect is
again used on the new album. And again very nice /'

A lot of Czech musicians are already a bit older, i.e. Franta Storm, Dr.
Fe, or you, etc. Why is it like this ! Has communism made fanatical
people of you !

The reason is probably that we couldnt do anything in times of
communism, and we had to wait. And times floads and floads... But I don't
feel old. Man is as young as he feels himself.’

You also released a Solo CD, right ! What was the reason for this 7
Len't ROOT attractive enough anymore !

The reason is not that Root isn't attractive anymore for me. But we needed
four years to make the last album, and I had my very own ideas for i¢ which
didn'e fit to Root. So I made my solo-project "Q7".'

Will there be a clip for the new LP ! You once did a clip for the song
"Upaleni” some years ago for the TV as far as I know...

There has to be a video-clip, of course, but I doa't know when. Until now
we have made 8 clips (!), and five of them have al dy been broad. { on
TV
What do you think of the many young Czech Black Metal bands ! 1 read
that these guys don't take you for serious...

T only know one orthodox Black Metal band from the Czech Republic, and

that's Amon Goeth. Others don't interest me, because they are all assholes,
they only want to be important with the help of Black Metal When they come
home, then their fathers beat their asses with a stick and send them to church.
Aund that's i with Black Metal.. And if those people don't take me for serious,
1 don't care, because they are only assholes anyway...'
Well, I do not know too many mew Black Metal bands from Czech
Republic, so 1 can't really say what to think of them. Haven't you
received any offers for a ROOT tour ? Aren't you interested in touring
in Germany or anywhere else!

1OF course we have offers, but I always refuse them all I don't want to play
in foreign countries for Beer and sausages only, and to dress in the toilec
room. The promoters jut regard us as assholes from the cast; and this is not

what we need ! I know really well that we have ac least the same qualities as
My Dying Bride... and especially this band gets a lot of money here for gigs

Big Boss anno'96

and have everything possible secured. If there's anyone willing to do this kind

of stuff with us, then it's no problem, Then we could of course play anywhere

in foreign countries. We will probably ply in Germany together with

Anathema and Pyogenesis ... but this isn't sure yet. I don't want to make this

for the mentioned reasons. I love comfort and in addition I'm lazy as a pig.’

ROOT shows used to be very dark in the past... how is a ROOT concert
| nowadays !

1 think it's even darker than before, if we play at all We cancel our gigs, and
our ger gets headaches b of us, In addition we have split up after
the recordings, and have reformed, but with a different line-up.’

What do you think of the new MASTER'S HAMMER CD, "Slagry" !
Would you like to try anything like that ? Or will ROOT always remain
a METAL band ?

1 think NOTHING of this new Master’s Hammer album, it doesn't interest
me at all I never want to make something like that. Franta Storm is probably
completely insane !'

In the meantime there are some people around searching your LPs...
Why aren't their any liscences for your LPs like there is for the first
MASTER'S HAMMER LP ! Your records are hard to get...

This thing doesn't interest me at all’

What does ROOT mean for you ! Is it just a hobby or is it more ?

Rooc? It is my baby, my lifestyle, the way of self
realization, simply everything ! Music has always
been my hobby, and if that's not the case, that you
can pack up your shit When we formed Root with
Blackie (Blackosh, guitars -ed.) , it was a longing for
the whole life ! And we don't want to step back
from it !’

Should every ROOT album sound different on
purposal or is it just a normal development as a
musician ! Could you imagine to make a harder
LP again, with darker vocals, more laughter, etc.?
Tt is of course development. If a band doesn't
develop anymore and only copy themselves, then
they can fuck off ! ( Really ! Would you like to see
i.e. Motorhead dead? -ed.) All our records are very
bard, we never have sworn ourselves to any trends,
and if there's a song which sounds a bit soft, there's
nothing we can do about it.'
Which are your favourite LPs ! How came your
love for Henvy Metal ?

‘All records from King Diamond, Ministry, Type
O Negative, Slayer, Jimi Hendrix, Beatles, etc. In
my case it is the love to music in general’

Your plans ?

"We work on the next record, with Blackde, and we
want to enter studio in Spring
1997. And I wock for my next solo-project
Everything else is top secret!’

Ok, thanks for the interview... it's great to have
ROOT included in the mag Any ]ﬂs["wol\il!

Last words 7 I believe nothing ends ! ... and if you mastrubate your cock in
the evening, then remember me ..."

Jiri seems to be a strange guy, don't you think so? At least I know that
his music doesn't suck at all !
Some time after the interview was made, I got the sad news that ROOT
are history, so there will not be a fifth LP recorded ! It seems as if this
interview is the last one Jiri Valter did, so take it as kind of "farewell"...
Check out the first three ROOT LPs if you have the chance to lay your
hands on it. "Zjevenie" got finally re-released through
CACOPHONOUS, but with Enpglish lyrics (the album is called
"Revelation” now). Try to get the Czech version instead, because I'm
sure that the old vocals are much better, they can't be beaten !
I¢s sad that ROOT never managed to become a known force in the
inrernational scene, because they're o good to be ignored. So go for
| their albums and get a taste of real Czech Metal quality !!!




| The news that IRTERATL MIJESTP's grave is open, and /
that its corpse seems to have risen came like a
hammerblow !!! I couldn't believe that these supreme
ruling wicked Thrash Metal gods from Canada decided to
return with a new album...... As too many rumours just
pissed me off during the last time, I had to contact Kenny
| (guitarist) myself, and was full of hope to find out that it .
1 't just an illusion. =%
1 o;uh:se“:ll:g know their debut LP/CD "None Shall Defy"
1 will know that it's more than a honour for me to feature
\ this band in the magazine... "None Shall defy" is definitely
a true classic, a must for all people ll_llo Thrash Ml.:lal the
| way it was meant to be: Dark, fast, violent, aggressive and
| full of metallic Power !!! Those who have not heard the
album yet should leave all new releases in the dust and |
.- spend their money for this album (it has been re-released,
| so it's mo rare item anymore). To me, IRFERATL
MEJESTP are still a lot darker than 95% of all thnsle
:. Black Metal bands that are around today.. Well, let's {

f start with the interview...

i |

e o

I was more than just surprised to hear that mighty INFERNAL MAJESTY
returns with a second LP.. Please tell us about this album, especially in
comparison to your immortal "None Shall Defy" LP.... what will be different ?

I guess a lot of people were surprised that we had recorded another album. We did
it about a year and half ago. We recorded all of the music but have not yet recorded
the vocals. We had wanted the album to come out awhile ago, but we had major
problems with our last singer Vince. The album was recorded with Scott Burns in
Toronto and we are all happy since now we know that Chris Bailey (the unholy
brother of Tom Araya, haha -ed.) will be doing all of the vocals. Right now we are
putting the finishing touches on all lyries since we had to re-write most of them after
Vince left and Cris came back. The songs are in the same vein as "None Shall Defy"
and "Anthology of Death", so don't expect nothing to be overly different. They sound
Just like what you would expect Inferndl Mdjesty to sound like since our writing style
hasn't changed much.'

I'm very excited to hear the album, belleve me 1 Especlally because Chris is back
- why had he left the band years ago?

You're right... Chris Bailey is back with Infernal Mdjesty and we are extremely
glad that he is. He was the voice that made the album sound so good. We always got
along but over time you run into

problems that can't be avoided. But shit, he's back in
the band now and that's all I care.'
Thrash Metal seems to return as people seem to long for this special old (almost
forgotten) Thrash feeling. Wouldn't It be g good cﬁnce for you to show all the
headbangers what Canadian steel Is all about 7 By the way, it would be

version of

interesting to know how many coples you' released
"None Shall Defy" until now, e s

‘Right now we are really working hard with promor, pean tour and we
will be there for the § ¢ bkl

ummer of 1997. We will be playing at least three festivals




(Belgium, Germany, Holland) and a lot of clubdates in-between. I think we will be
playing with Dawn and Altar on the tour (I would like to see you with Razor ! -ed.),
We have never been to Europe as a band and we are looking forward to it. As far as
sales go, "None Shall Defy" is selling well, I guess a lot of people had the album and
wore it out or because it has two new songs on it. ROADRUNNER Records are
keeping track of it for us, so I won't know exactly how many were sold until the new
ear.' A

{Vho will take care of "Unholier Than Thou" ? Again DISPLEASED ? Some
people say that this label Is not trustworthy...

'We have giving that a lot of thought and aren't going to worry too much about it
right now. We put all our money into "Unholier Than Thou" and if we have 1o, we
will release it on our own or license it out to other record companies. We have had
offers from other labels that have shown interest in signing us but as of now have not
committed to anyone. We want someone that wants to back Infernil Mijesty 100%,
anything less would be a waste of our time as we have gone down that road before.'
So, hope things will turn out to be great for you | "None Shall Defy" was,
together with HOBBS' ANGEL OF DEATH debutLP, one of the last satanic
Thrash Metal records in the last decade.. Why has real Thrash Metal
disappeared? Who are the ones to blame ? How has Infernil Méjesty changed
through the years ? Do you still like your work on "None Shall Defy" ?

I don't think Thrash Metal has disappeared at all, there are new bands coming out

all the time, sure they may play it differently but that's what you want, the last thing I
want fo hear is a band that sounds exactly like Slayer or Infernil Mijesty (Well, [
don't share your opinion ! -ed.). A lot of people thought that we sounded like Slayer
when we first came out (Definitely, you fight with the same "weapons", but that's
great | -ed.), and people are going to compare you 1o other bands but I know that
Slayer and Infernill Mdjesty have their own sound even though it's the same style of
music. I really don't think our music has changed that much (I hope so ! -ed.), Steve
Terror and I have been together for a long time and we write pretty much the same
way, but the lyrics have changed because Psycho is no longer in the band and he
wrole a majority of our iyrics. 1he tyrics are still on the dark side because that's we
like to write about and the new album will branch out a lot more than "None Shall
Defy" did. Even after playing "None Shall Defy" for years, I still like it. It's one of
those albums that you can put on your stereo and not get sick of, just like the old
Mercyful Fate album "Don't Break The Oath", I never got sick of it either."
Talking about Canadian bands: It seems as If your country's bands can't be killed
as EXCITER, ANVIL, RAZOR, VOIVOD, INFERNAL MAJESTY are still alive.
What's the reason for this survival ? Is it probably because you never got the full
attention which all of you deserved ? I mean, Canadian forces have never been
promoted/ supported as much as U.S. bands, right ?

'We know the guys in Razor very well and I guess that since we all like playing so

much we are still alive. It's a lot different in Canada than anywhere else I know,
because most clubs want bands that play top-forty shit, so it makes it a lot harder to
play live gigs. We have always had to put together our own tours just so we could
play live. But if you are a band from the U.S.A. or Europe, then promoters love to
book you.'
In an interview (THAT'S IT mag) you said that you played together with
Sheepdog McLaren of RAZOR. Have you ever recorded anything with him ? It
would be fuckin' interesting to hear an INFERNAL MAJESTY kind of music
combined with the original vocals of Stace. What is he doing nowadays ? It would
be a shame if he retired from Metal... no one sounded like him !

'Steve and I have known Stace for years, we were with him when he first got the job

with Razor. After he left Razor he would come down and jam with us, he did know a
few of our songs, but we never did do any recording with him. Stace is living in the
north of Toronto and I don't know what he's up to these days, but you're right... it
would be a shame if he has given it all up !'
Definitely, Stace is ace ! But back to your band: A thing which I do not
understand s why It takes about nine years to release another album. Was it due
to a lack of motivation ? I can't imagine that it would have been a problem for a
band like you to find a good label...

'If we had our way we would have 5 or 6 albums out now, but we had no real
support from ROADRUNNER Records so we had to do everything ourselves and
believe me it ain't easy. Sure we got real discouraged, but we kept on going... that's
all you can do.'

A cool Interviewclip was made for your titlesong "None Shall Defy"... how many
bucks did it cost, and who paid all the expenses ? Are you thinking about doing
another clip for one of your new songs ?

"The video was shot in Toronto and we hired the guys to film it for us. I forgot how
much it cost, but it was around 5 - 6.000 ( !/! - ed.) and we paid for it ourselves (!!!!!
-ed.). We got this real cool song called "Gone away of all Flesh" that we want to put
1o video after the new album is done because it's got a great story that would make it
a great video.'

About your live-performance: How does your show look nowadays... will it look
like the old clip,... black leather, spikes and fog ?

"We always liked bands that put on a good show, so we decided from the start that
we would try and have a big stage set up. On our first tour we hired a guy by the
name of "VooDoo" to paint backdrops that featured our album cover and a drum
riser with medieval airbrushed graphics (Yeah, I noticed the great "lightning"
airbrush on the drums ! -ed.). We also used lots of fog and pyro. The over all look
was there from the start, we were all into leather, studs at the time and it was a bit
over the top (only your old hairstyle was really "over the top", haha | -ed.), but ir's
funny because a lot of the new bands are wearing leather and studs again instead of
Jjeans and T-Shirts (hmm...), but we hope to have a real good stage show together for
the tour, that will never change !'

Have you followed the happenings / development of the Metal scene through the
years ? What do you think of the return of Black Metal ? Have you picked up
any bands in the last couple of years which you really find Interesting ?

'I've always kept an eye and ear on what's happening with Thrash and I'm glad

that it's alive and well, and I don't think it will ever die. I don't give two shits abour
what's on the radio (what's that ? -ed) because 95% of it I don's care for anyhow. I
'm glad to see that so many bands are making it back on to the scene because without
them it would all die. I'm listening to a lot of new stuff, and the band that I really like
is Altar, I think these guys have great potential and I'm looking forward 1o touring
with them.'
You can't deny that "None Shall Defy" sounds a lot like SLAYER, which is not a
bad thing ! Have you ever played with or met Tom Araya & Co. ? I guess they
weren't too happy to hear a band like you which was even stronger than their own
one during that period of time ("South of Heaven" LP)....

'To tell the truth, if people compare us to Slayer, that's great because they are the
finest Thrash band in the world. I really don's think that they have to worry too much
about Inferniil Mdjesty. Our road manager Ray Moss is good friends with Slayer, but
we have never played on the same bill together... yet.'

Use your chance to speak some words to all your faithful fans who still have Metal
in thelr veins...

'We are all very surprised that people even remember us and are very grateful for
their support over the years. Right now our main goal is to play everywhere in
Europe, finish the new album as well as to meet as many fans as possible. We are not
one of those bands that stays backstage the entire time, We like to get out and mingle
with the crowd. So, if everything goes according to plan we should be seeing you all
in near future.'

1 pray that your plans will turn into reality...I'll be there to bang my fuckin' skull
till blood runs out of my ears, arrgghhhh....

I can't awalt the arrival of "Unholier than Thou", I really hope that it will be
nothing but a killer album... I don't want to get disappointed 1!

All you readers should prepare mentally for INFERNAL MAJESTY's tour by
listening to "None Shall Defy", again and again. Hope to see you all in the front
row 1! .

"Marching defiant the [egions bear witness, to stand against euil means you
stand alone !I"
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Hatehammers and War

What do you know about Canada (beside
being the land of mounties and elcs) when
it comes to newer Black /Death Metal
bands ! Yes, BLASPHEMY come from
this country, but they have ceased to exist
if I have to believe the latest OSMOSE
news. But there's a new band following
the footsteps of that and other Canadian
bands, and their name is CONQUEROR,
like the old SODOM song !

They released a demotape called
"Antichrist Superiority" which contains
fuckin' bad produced but very hard and
merciless Black / Death Metal which
reminds me a lot at the first BLASPHEMY
album "Fallen Angel of Doom". This LP is
certainly not everyone's favoured release, 1
know, but I think that no one can deny
that this music is not dark, malicious and
violent. If you prefer to read stuff about
the 5035th band with the same trendy
sound (you certainly know what I mean,
don't you ?), then you have to pick up
other zines but not this one here. Read
the following interview with Ryan Forster
if you want to read something about a
"different” band...

What differs you from other Black/ Death Metal

bands in your opinion !

When we write songs, we don't try to compare
them to other bands, we write them only l(tpl!fi.!c
to the most violent of Metal

ourselves. We're in

The current Black/ Death Metal tread is to play soft
and melodic as it seems. Congueror plays bestial
Black /Death '

I heard that you're planning to release / record a
CD... please tell us about it. Do you think you
have progressed since the badly produced
demotapc !

‘Actually the demo sound came out exactly as we
iplanned it, raw and underground ! We could have
casily stayed in the recording studio and over-
produced the tape, but we prefer it like chis, If you
listen to the tape you can still hear all the music, but
we dida't clean it up the holocaustic tioise that gives
us a savage atmosphere. Yes, a CD is to be released
early 1997 and we are going to get a raw sound
again. Although it will be more professional as welll
have more tracks to work with this time.'

You said in your letter that you're inspired by

real Death Metal... what do you mean with this
7

To us, real Death/Black is raw, unholy and

extreme !  We include all these elements in the
Congqueror sound.’
As a kind of tribute to old Canadian bands you
covered an old SLAUGHTER song on your
dcmo.-. wi-ll YOI.I col‘lﬂn“e w honolll' D].d b.nd.
from your country on your future releases !
Any ideas !

COXQUEROR
q-_’l.'-.',), :}_‘\o}‘ 3_107
Wictoria, B.C., VIW 3 3
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! "The Curse"” by Shughter will again appear oa
the CD. We abso plan to do a Raror cover (great ! -
ed.) and a Sacrifice cover in the future if we can.'
Why have especially Canadian bands never got
the full attention which they deserved I You
can't deny this fact, can you 7

The Metal scene in Canada is very small What
litle bands there are, they don't know how to
promote themselves in the underground, because
we are oot exposed to be like in Furope or U.S.A. !
Records by Iafernil Mijesty, VoiVod, Sacrifice,
Rarzor, etc. were just as godly as other LPs by
European bands and U.S. bands... Anyhow, it's
8?:’! (b&r wEe a'oﬂ’tﬁn’"'e an Di’ﬂm“dcd sceoe C&xt
is mostly populated by idiots anyway...'

You are probably right with this ! You hail
BLASPHEMY, right ? Do you know those guys
personally ? Why have they finally splic up ?

Blasphemy live 3 hours travel away from us, so
we don't know them personaﬂy. but we've contacted
them before. Blasphemy's activities out of the band
were very extreme. Perhaps their lifestyle prevented
them from continuing the band serously.’

Would be interesting to know more about the
mystery behind this dead band ! But back wo
Ryan: Which kind of people do you want to
reach with CONQUEROR's music ?

‘All people into brutal, underground, bestial,
Death Metal should conmact Conqueror ! Our
"Antichrist Superiority” Demo is still availblk for

1 just have to add that the band officially signed
to EVIL OMEN Records for their fint CD,
which should be entitled "War... Cule..
Supremacy”. It's no surprise that labelboss
Lejeune "Evil" Ludo likes CONQUEROR as he
used to be the chief of the European
SARCOFAGO/ BLASPHEMY Fan Club.




BARACTHRUM from G

Finland are still one of §

the most unknown®

Black /Death Metal bands

that are around since the

very beginning of the second '}

Black Metal movement. But§{

he reason is quite obvious, just &

listen to their music, because

few bands that play a total &
extreme and uncommercial style.S
Especially their debutCD "Hailstorm” 3

is 50 fuckin' extreme that it's hard to _
stand the whole playing time... "Eerie”,
i the 2nd CD, is much better and more
| "human, but still extreme. Now the time
has come for the 3rd strike of those Finish
| JetBlack Metallers behind the ms

and songwriter Demonos Sova, and as the)
{ rehearsaltape for this album sounds
| promising, I'd like to give Demons again
| the chance to talk through TALES OF
| THE MACABRE...

Hello Demonos Sova, quite some time went

| by since we crossed our paths (for the

" interview in TALES OF THE MACABRE

{ #1). What has mainly happened to

| BIRITHREM (apart from releasing two

albums) during that time ? I'm asking this,

| because 1 seldomly read something about

# your band in zines...
'] sabute you, Costa. A lot of things have

happened after your last interview. First of all,

at the moment when you made that

Lst interview with us, we were working on

"Warmetal” session, Well it wasn't finished, due to

| cogincer's fauk - he fucked up with that mastertape. He

| recorded some kind of Jow-life- subhuman 'P'D"P"' demotape overy

| that scssion of BERATHREM..., Hell, I was pissed off. Anyway, I like

|| the tunes of that "Warmetal” recordings and I'm phining to release that
uncompleted version of "Warmetal” studio-session. The form of that release

 shall probably be a cassctic...or CD...or whatever, ket's see ! Anyway, we won't

| record those percussion-, backing vocal and effect-parts that were meant to b
vn that tape... it’ wo b for doing tiose alier all the tme dhat bas passed.

f‘b"“f our line-up: Well, it has changed a lot from the time of your kst

| Interview. Actually I'm the only one left from that line-up we had back in those

| nights.. Current line-up is: Demonos (v/b), Sulphur (g), Pimei (d).

er things that have
/happened are  seveml
S Lalloos that I have .la‘ﬂ.l,
land in future there will be
more of them !!!!! Especially
demons and other dark images.
We have also phyed a few gigs,
but not too many. The reason for
not so many gigs i that we have
been so much in the studio, and we
have rehearsed so much (excepein dhe
ast couple of moaths, and of course
L3 ﬁﬂl” m&d" a thf‘ﬂEW m‘aﬂ-‘l so
there's po lck of material with
FIRACHREM. ['m sall writing almost
fall music and lyrics for BARICHREM, let's
say 95% of all art is done by me.
1994 Years After Bastard's Birth we got the
contract from German kbel called NAZGUL'S
FYRIF PRODUCTIONS. And your mag TALES
OF THE MACABRE helped us a lot ! So thanks
for your support !!!
1995 Y.A.B.B. we finally released our studio session
'trom ' 93 called "Sapctus Satapas”. I released it with
onc messv live-recording from the same year. Receatly
here in Kuopio we've heard some mamours that there's
some kind of group of local pareots who are Uying W
disrupt us to ply gigs in plces that arc made for the
youth of this town ! ...But we are still doing it !!! Well
of course there has happened 2 lot of other things, too,
but these were the ones that go¢ in my mind first..."
You are preparing your third album atack, so
please could you give us some decp infos about it !
' We have rehearsed the material for our Ind album
ulu'dr .\ﬁxﬂ bt' cnu'd:u' T.I:I.I':'rnlr We niﬂmuﬂf 6
three older tupes: "Wameal, Deach is g
Saviour” and "Demon est Deus [oversus”. Rest
of those tunes will be newer songs, sell very
raw, brutal extreme, dack and evil- and of
course JetBlack !
[nstead of these wimp-outs of oowadays car
third album will be 100% Meaal oo fucking
technw synth-demonstativo-shit. Its vk for
me to use some keyboards and effects now
and then, but not too much... [ chink that
cur third sbum will be the most destructive
Meal abum ever /!’
Big words indeed ! ... | was told that you
thought the production on "Eeric” wasn't
extreme cnough, and that "lnferno” will
bave u sound similr w "Hailswra™... i
this really your intention ! 1 dhink that your




music itself is extreme enough, even with a good production ?

' Actually I thought that there could beea more of those mwer parts on "Eerie”, I
like "Hailstorm" the way it is, the same goes for "Ferie”. I don't want to write about
the ideas for "infernal” here, because this might cause some kind of "rules” for me to
work in the studio. | have something in my mind now, and you'll hear the results
from our completed album in future, if you don't pass away before its releasing.
About that chaos and mess in the sound: I don't &y to create a messy sound, rfc-
atmosphere is the most important thing and actually it's the only thing that counts
when BERATHRUM is doing something in dhe seudio. So somehow I think it's really
important to get the right feeling for the recording-session, then we just "prison” that
feeling on tape | We have tried some improvisation before, and it has wodked very
well, so we will do that with the "Infe. album, too, at least for that tune. There
will probably be sonething really special especially with vocals and basses...."

Your new songmaterial seems to be the strongest that you've done so far.
Especially "War Metal” and "Deliver a Battle” sound great and carry a special
wicked feeling... in which kind of mood have you been while creating these
tunes ! When you compose songs, do you have any plans already or does it

just happen !

L "Wfrmcmf' track was written in 92/93, so actually it is not our newest material [
think that BERATHREM's music has always been quite (or mot just quite, but
extremely) powerful with the basic structures that [ have created for my music.

When I'm working on new Helllunes of BEBATHRUM, it just bappens; everything
happens spontaneously. I don't TRY to make new tuges, they just "born" from my
mcfm' and dark mind /...... Fortunately I don't have any problems with creating new
material - actually [ have tons of riffs and lyrics that aren't used for any tupes yet.
You know, I just record every riff that comes to my mind and later I use them for my
new songs.

When I write scuff [ usually won't listen to any music besides BIRATHREM for a
while, actually I really try to stay away from the influences er artists and [
just try to be myself. Then these riffs just come out of my mind... Afterall I think that
I have succeeded with my method of songwriting and probably thats why
BIERATHRUM 5 style is so unigue.

The most respectable bands for me have always been those who have their own
original style. It's very easy to steal riffs and ideas from others, but to create
something from your own mind, that’s really hing that subh aren't able

o,

As your style is very extreme I'm sure that you received a lot of different
reviews/reactions to your music, right ! Are their any good/bad ones branded
in your mind ! Does it affect you !

I know a lot of main-stream clowns who just hate BIRUATHREUM's music. [ just
think that HATE is one of the fee. that support me to continue ! Our music is
not for the main-stream; it hasn't and will never be |
Of course there're some of those who understand BIRATHREM and | b Iy

Some bands of today I like: Countess, Ancient Rites, Alastis, Samael Drowned,
Unpure, Bewitched, Necromantia, Sorcerer, Mortuary Drape, Amon Goeth,
Ad ' 5 '’ AL, )

¥ Trudh, etc. etc.’
You planned to use a third bassist, but I can't find him on your albums. Didn't
it work out or has a third bassguitar left your reh | in ruins !

*It's not a secret that I've always had some trouble with the line-ups. We had diree
bassplayers, but it didn't last for too long. Our curreat line-up consists of only one
bassist (me), but in the studio therell be several basses (and has been on both
albums). I'm still trying to find a suitable bassplayer for BERATBHREM, bur it is
really hard to find the rght one for an extreme band as BERATHREM is. [ jusc hope
that I'll succeed with my search. I met only one guy who could be suitsb, f 1 jusc
have to get kmown him better, you kmow, I df:'r want to waste my time with
powerless losers.’

How came the idea to work with that much bassguitars 177 Was it
fneCRemMIANTIA 1

' No, it wasn't Ne ia | I o't h to admit if ic'd be that band. It
happened like this: | was looking for a new drummer for BERATEHREM back in e
92, and finally when [ found one, it happened to be that this drummer had a brother
who was bassist... and be just joined the band at the same time with his drummer-
brother. After all he lasted longer than the d, before buming « letely to
ruins.
There was talk about some European dates with BIRATHRTEM, DECABED and
COUATLSS... what went wrong ! A lack of interest ? o

' Well, perhaps it was a lack of interest, but got from BIRATHRUM, but from gig-
organizers and /for club-owners or others. I really don't know why it wasn 'rposn:bfi)
do those dates.

Anyway, we're still interested in playing shows abroad and I hope that we can pla
some sbm_vs in C o Holls 1B feri etc... If there's apos.g;iﬁ:y to do :&a‘: dyt.'
course we'll do it. And’iﬁ;sr advice everybody who digs original Black Metal to check
out our live-shows, ‘cause they really are something ial.. even worth of some
travelling. Just to experience the show of BERATCHREM //! Dark and Evil 11!’

You are one of the oldest Black Metal bands from Scandinavia... and you
e :m;ood dletmvthfof th‘eigo;thk Metal movement since the begi : g

al o u i -

et e IW of its elopment ! Are you happy with the current

'I've seen the birth of many bands, and I've usually seeq them alte, i
mot only in Scandinavia, but elewhere, woi:@At the mmt 1 l‘;:;ﬁl;“
BIRATHRUM exists 4l my time has come to die ! [ have experienced a lot with my
band, some losses but mostly victories... and afterall almost eve. loss I face mums
into victory afterwards. For example the members that I kicked orZst from the band.
Usually afterwards I realize that ex-members weren't strong enough to be the true
“Em..o"mf‘i’ of mine. And I really believe that if there’s a cancer it has to be

—— ! ¥

salute them all ! This music is created by BIRATHRUM and it is done by
BIRATEREM, no others ! The more | think about those who don't understand us,
the less [ care about them.'

There's no doubt that you've managed to create a very own style of Black
Metal, but it's far away from the I:H)ical Black "BETBHORP [ BURIUM" Metal
sound. 1 always dered what i d your songwriting.... perhaps some
non-black (but still) metal bands 177

Which kind of Powcrﬁul bands do you listen to when you are on your own 177
Which of today's bands do you adore ? :

' As mentioned earlier, I just keep myself out from the influences of other artists.
Oanly influeaces that | surely accept to take are the influences from nature, sometimes
fg'l-lb'( wander in the woods or graveyards or hills, rivers or lakes, etc. just to clear my

ghts. By that I lly get a lot of fresh ideas for my music.

About the music that [ listen to when I'm aloge... well, as you might guess I do listen
to a lot of music ! Eg. now I'm ﬁsmnlnicw BOTHORE 5 debut m. When I'm
alone | usually always listen to music (being alone is the major part of my life |
think).

Here comes the that I really enjoy doing in interviews; the list of my faves (to
pame fust a ﬁw‘:‘!{tzbrm}.“: Venom (old), Sodom (okl), Bathory (not "Requiem"”
and "Octagon"), Poison (Ger), Sarco fold), Manowar, AC/DC, Manills Road,
Paul Chain, Rainbow, Angelwitch, Demon, Black Sabbath, Dio, Hellhammer
/Celtic Frost (old), Voivod (old), Black Widow, Witchfynde, Solitude Aeternus,
Candlemass, Pen m, Witchfinder General, Mercyful Fate /King Diamond,
Hawkwiad, Motshead, Brocas Helm, Sain¢ Vieas, Urish Heep, Mayhem,
Sacred Crucifix (R.O.D.-demo'89), Master’s Hammer (exclusive "S "), Ghost
Rider ("Mayhemic Destruction” demo'84), Sabbat (both Japanese and English),
Treblinks / Tiamat (especially older stuff), Unholy, Von, Térm, etc. etc. etc.

tle

otherwise that rot can polute the health
I've always said chat time shall cell who're the true wingers /' Lasers shall Gl afice #
dle, they are not strong enough to be among the survivors !
2::- l:ft;l.l have any special wishes for BERATHBEBHUM's future 7 What are your
"1 just hope that I can accomplish i
ore. To name some pmcclr'::f gmbmzag:m&?;:i twb iy ﬁ'&;ﬁ;ﬁ:m ‘;:
gso:f ?rm third aium. (:b;ﬂtﬁumme new material, and of course to ply as many
5 if can ever ible. in goals frigh in-stream
;_nd’ “:I crush dche Mefg;' oul; musux.’{ maBbcbWr:dw !:':i:a:‘er R o
ou don't seem to care about album sale therwise
E’ “hlf, style), and 1 think that's a sign fo: l(:e,i.ne um::le:;l]l.uB:r;o:'t-yﬁ
li.ke: ;elll.t wt_r[:y;:nw:n;n‘mmtghyhg trend black metal and sell albums
el}}?ﬂle i wi%wvf‘mng yiur J:;r?pmupln o play real obscure and
‘ourzﬂu.ml s sell well, it's really ok, buc I think it' iporcant thiag.
Yes, it is a bit frustra o Es&a‘bto tbes: nmcbt;m?ebzmnd l;m ”
hasn't ever been Black Meal.. a d?  Binck Meoat b “ﬁo:ode ) mdmv
Q{rsﬁ :Ed pity ﬁ:suﬁbumans Mratgase :ofutikut{r:ﬁf e o = Mo
n you play on stage, is the sound
l:liert_ any special visual effects lhll.ull:ld I:):m:.o; ‘I'W: I-.I:::l' IOIA:E
y;:u Just get on stage and start to play without any "show*? Black Metal needs a
s Itngum my opinion when it is played live (as a kind of tradition,
r:ﬁbowx are as extreme as our music is. | agree with you that
;pﬂ:lx! o;sﬂwéﬁf it comes to Live-appearance. There's a lot of fire in shows of
Mm‘b “I.; ® ere sdll testing pyros to create even more extreme shows.
ing a:ﬁeuseftﬂsdanﬂdwmemmm&lﬂﬂm»"“




laying our gigs in small clubs. But evea in chr there'
p g ... candles, torches, fire b:iﬁ, nga&

BERITHREM plays
quite Raw and Filthy in

that we have in our shows.'

Holocausto of BE€BEEIT once dreamt to do an even b
pyros, darklights, etc.) than PERem,
towards everything as it seems. As you are a friend o
m his raging Black Metal

for him to retire

rﬂﬁu when
our shows are
other ways, too. You sh see our show to know what I
mean.... Black Vomit, Blood, Blasphemy, Darkness.... to name just a fgw':km:nu

r liveshow (with
but he ﬁmll‘! his amitude

f him: What's the reason
le 117 We shouldn't forget that

BEBHERIT was one of the forces that brought Black Metal back.

"I don't know for sure what made him to do that quite dransatle cha

music. Perhaps it’s fust proovi
far as | know Holocausto, he

DO WHAT THOU WILT SHALL BE

is

that he can do whatever he wants to do, tb:cbn

ves in the way of the ideo. of Aleister Crowley:
WHOLE OF THE LAW". [ rea.

respect his views, because he knows what he's doing.’

Your latest BERATHRUM
all the flames and stuff.

looked cool as well T

0 reminds me a lot at the PESSESSED logo with
¥y have you stopped to use the old one which

' The new logo satisfles me more than the older ones. The basics have always been

the same - Black Flames !!/!!

Alright Demonos, 1 don't want to steal too much of your time, so I end up

with a last qusetion: What would you change in Black Me

dictator !

tal if you were a

' Can't you see that | am a dictator ! Everything I do, I do to satisfy myself, same it

is with my warmor-brothers in BERATHEEM.
)idc-‘Dea!bmrmf doesn't need anything to be cha
different names for their pseudo Black/Death Metal, but p

REAL B

. Fakes should invite
bly they're imp to

do so, due to their low-capacity in mental activity...
If there's still something important to say...do it:

* I salute all my Brothers and Friends !

ank you Costa for this interview, it was

sheer pleasure answering for you, I'd like to know if there’s anyone who'd know
aa?bmg about teutonic bands called Poison and Minotaur. I want to get alo some
information about an Italian band called Ghost Rider. I'd like to get as much

information as possible about those bands.
("Hailstorm” and 'Eerie”) are

WM's both CDs

available for

BIRATHR
$18/HFL.30/DM 30/FIM8O per a;/‘;? / (5“ e "Sancrus S:

is available for $6/HFLIO/DMI
If you write for BIRATHREUM

" (studio & stage'93)

lering anything, add I.R.C. for sure reply.”

BARATHRUM, PL 103, 70101 Kuopio, Suomi, Finland
SANCTISSIME COLERE SATANAS ET BARATHRUM ! T'A SHA-T'N ! HAIL

SATAN ! Ave BARATHRUM !

' USURPER "Diabolosis"
(R.LP. Music)

Yeah, this one is certainly great ! Usurper's
debut album is finally out on good old vinyl.
This cool LP does not only contain a
different (first class) coverartwork, but also
some new recorded versions of the songs.
And 1 find it great that people who keep the
vinyl tradition alive get someting really great
for their money, because this LP comes in
Gatefold-cover and a giant poster (with lyrics
and stuff.. all is layout-and musicwise
wotally in the Celtic Frost-vein, great !). Get
this LP for $20 (high price due to the fuckin'
postage) at: USURPER,

Flordient Gizrd
(Hellion)

A two song PicDisc from Lordian Guard.
One of the songs is a new onc called
"Behold a Pale Horse" which is in the vein
of the debutLP, and a coverversion of the old
Warlord song "Deliver Us", Musically it's of
course great, but this time I'm not very
satisfied with the vocals, because they do not
sound patural at all. It seems as if she has
problems to sing the deeper parts. However,
this PicLP is a must for Lordian Guard
lovers as the music is still strong and done
with class, plus this very limited piece of
vinyl has a great front and backcover-art...

A some sompilaian hi !

STORM OF NEBIULA
(Nebiula)

5 bands from the East....Riusgnal (or better
said Langsuir), As Sahar, Voiciferation
Eternity, Aradia and Sl Khannaz. 12
songs are on this CD, and it's an interesting
experience to hear what all those bands have
to offer. Riusgnal are the best band on this
compilation and should not be ignored ! This
CD gets sold for a special low price, so keep
your eyes open.

A TRIBUTE TO CELTIC FROST...
(Dwell)

I'm more or less disappointed with this
tributeCD, especially because of Slaughter's
contribution. But also the other bands sound
very weak in comparison (o the original
Celtic Frost and especially Hellhammer -
versions (13's version of "Triumph of Death"
is supposed to be a bad joke, am I right 7).
Only Sadistic Intent know to convince |
Don't get blinded by names like Enslaved,
Emperor, eic.... this tribute CD is not really
great (most tribute CDs are shit except for
the Slayer tribute in my opinion). But if you
are an open-minded and flexible guy, then

try this.
3

1) Vel T T T
.‘I‘|I~I.'| :

SLATANIC SLAUGHTER
= Volume Two -
(Black Sun)

12 bands hail Slayer and do their best to
cover their songs. All do a good job in my
opinion except for Disaffected. Biggest
surprise for me is Anathema's contribution,
because their version of "Read between the
Lies" is truely cool because of the great
vocals which have this special Araya-like
pronunciation of the words. The other bands
{Necrophobic, Vader, Sinister,
Benediction, etc.) also know to convince,
and 1 think that this second Slatantic
Slaughter compilation is even better than the
first one.

This is finally a great Tribute CD, and all
Slayer fans should lay their hands on it !!!

THE HOLY BIBLE
(Holy)

The special thing at this CD is that all 10
bands play unreleased songs, so people get
something new for their money. This CD
comes with a 24-(fullcoloured) pages
booklet with info and stuff. Bands included?
Nightfall, Sceptic Flesh, Elend, Tristitia
and all the other HOLY bands. This locong
CD gets sold for a very cheap price, ... this is
really a fair offer from this hard working
label |

NORDIC METAL
"Q Qribute to Enronpmous”
(Necropolis)

The Euronymous cult sells ! With the help
of names like Abruptum, Emperor,
Mayhem, Marduk, Thorns, Enslaved and
five more bands, 'm pretty sure that this
compilation sells pretty good. But T have to
say that there are six unreleased songs
included, so this makes this compilation at
least a bit interesting.

THE DARK ART OF WARRIORS
"Volume 1"
This tape features folliwng bands...

Mythological Cold Towers, Elysian
Fields, Nazxul, Malkuth, Sacrilegium,
Songe' D' Enfer, Havorum, Blazemth,
Pagrom, Aeternum Malleficarum,
Serpent Rise, Hermh, Gods Tower,
Zephyrous, Nocturnal Worshipper. Some
bands are great, other aren't. $5 to... SOUND
RIOT. P.O. Box 251, Campo, MS 79002 -

970, Brazil
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...more classical Metal albums you should never ge

Jewel)

t out of your mind !

Y

"Bengeance of Hell"
(Mausoleurn/Earthshaker)

"Vengeance of Hell" was Germany's first (vinyl) answer to
the U.S. Speed/ Thrash Metal movement which invaded
Europe in those days. Back in 1984, Living Death haven't
found their very own style yet , and you are able to find
out their influences in every song of their debutLP. "You
and me", the opener, heavily sounds like Metallica during
their "KillEm All" period, the instrumental “Labyrint"
reminds me a lot at MSG's great “Into the Arena”, and
here and there you'll find riffs that sound like old Iron
Maiden, Judas Priest, Mercyful Fate and those kind of
bands. But I think that doesnt matter much as Living
Death do their job well, "Vengeance of Hell” is a real
Heavy/ Speed Metal album with good riffs and powerful
arrangements. The only thing that may annoy you are
Totto's vocals which sound very insane and out of control,
just listen to "Riding a Virgin"! But fuck you, I really like
them as they have a very own character ! Unfortunately
this album was badly produced which is a shame, but good
songmaterial can't be ruined by a weak production, right?
This album was re-released with a remixed sound in 1986
as far as [ know, so there are two different LP versions
existing. Anyway, “Vengeance of Hell" is one of the rarest
LPs from the German T(h)rash scene, and if you see it for
a cheap price, then check it (in case you like old sounds ).
Living Death changed their sound on the following

I , and was regarded as one of the "Love us or hate
us" thrash bands, again due to the vocals which really had
an extreme style, especially on "Back to the Weapons®
('86) and “"Protected from Reality"(87). And this is the
reason why the band never has been too successful in
contrary to their neighbourbands like Sodom and
Kreator. The band ceased to exist in the 90s, and I don't
know what happened to the members except for their
drummer Atomic Steif (who left his cool band Violent
Force in '86 to join Living Death). He played in Sacred
Chao and Sodom later, but left both bands again.

-Costa-

"Night of the Demon" (1991)
" The unexpected Guest" (1982)

The early 80s was a good time for British Heavy Metal.
Remember: Venom was born in those days. Beside the
birth of Black Metal, there were some other bands with a
dark attitude, well worth checking out, even today.
Demon is one of them, at least their first two albums.
“Night of the Demon" was released in 1981. The cover
artwork is quite extreme, sowing hands ripping apart a
gravecross with innards gashing out. Nevertheless it's kind
of aesthetic and far away from some childish and
distasteful Death Metal artwork. The music of Demon’s
first album is energetic and melodic Heavy Metal without
being commercial. The vocals are rough and the guitar
play is catching, both unique components of Demon. The
lyrics should be interesting for the readers of this
magazine , too, for they are well written.

Demon's second album, "The unexpected Guest”, came
out in 1982. The musical style is nearly the same, just a bit
tamed down. There are more calm but also atmospheric
songs. The quality of the lyrics increased to a more serious
level, same goes for the coverartwork.

The next two Demon albums went more and more
experimental, influenced by Pink Floyd kind of stuff. Not
uninteresting. Mal Spooner, guitarist of the band, died
during the recordings of the fourth album. After that,
Demon changed back to sophisticated Heavy Metal. Not
bad but beyond the quality of the first two albums. Check
'em out if you want, to relax from an overdose of

temporary Black Metal.

-Markus Nick-

CIRITH

CIRITH UNGOL "King Of The Dead"

Talking about real cult-bands in Heavy Metal history you
certainly have to mention Cirith Ungol from the US.A. |
They are one of the few bands who never got full-
altention, even if their music is undoubtly timeless and
more original than 90% of the stuff that got released back
then. But this is most likely the reason for Clrith Ungol
being an eternal insiderband but nothing more... "King of
the Dead" is the band's second album (the first one is
called "Frost & Fire'), and is a milestone of epical but still
classical Heavy Metal. The band's trademark were Tim
Baker's vocals... you can't describe them... you have to
hear them... but all I can tell you is that they sound
100%ly over the top. For me they sound demonic, as if
they come from an extremely obscure mind. Songs like
"The Black Machine!" or "Death of the Sun" are good
examples for this. Beside their own compositions the band

_has covered the most popular Bach composition ever...

you know it when you hear it (the Horror-movie classic ).
Their third album "One Foot In Hell" is almost as strong
as "King of the Dead", especially the titlerack and
"Doomed Planet", and the last album "Paradise Lost" I've
never heard unfortunately.

At the end I just have to mention that Cirith Ungol are
probably the band with the greatest fantasy-covers in
Heavy Metal history... it would be great to have them as
giant posters dressing my walls | It's a pity that this band
ceased to exist due to endless number of disappointments
in their carreer... but I think that knowing that one's
albums are very rare and expensive ilems nowadays
probably make those guys feel a bit proud in the end,
hopefully. These guys deserve their cult-status !

QRitchfhnde

"Give 'em Hell" (1979)
"Stagefright!" (1981)
"Cloak and Dagger" (1983)
"Lords of Sin" (1984)

Witchfynde is another early 80s band from England.
Unlike Demon, the music of Witchfynde is more
influenced by Black Sabbath. It is more heavy and
dragging, although the vocals are more melodic. The
band's attitude towards occultism and things appears more
serious and is directly expressed on the cover of "Give'em
Hell", showing a goat and a pentagram.

My favourite album is Witchfynde's second,
"Stagefright"’. It is very melodic with great hooks and a
moody feeling. The style differs from straight forward
Metal ("Would not be seen dead in Heaven") to pure
ballad ("Madeleine").

Later on, Witchfynde changed their vocalist
Unfortunately, as far as I'm concemed. The musical
went back to a more slow and heavy way while the black
attitude stayed. Witchfynde's final album "Lords of Sin"
has a nice gatefold cover and contains a live EP with old
songs, The cover photography and the line-up pics inside
could have been from a today Black Metal album.
Witchfynde may not be a root of the recent Black Metal
musical movement, but they could have been . I think
their albums are hard to get nowadays (although the last
two were on Belgian MAUSOLEUM), but for those who
are rummaging London's record exchange shops from time
to time, it may be worthy to look for.

-Markus Nick-

SLAUGHTER "Strappado”
(Diabolic Force)

To be honest with you I find it not necessary to write
about this cult-LP, but I noticed that this album gets more
and more forgotten... and this is something that should not
happen | Slaughter from Canada admitted in their early
days being influenced by Hellhammer/ Celtic Frost,
Slayer and a touch of Punk...and yes, that was indeed the
band's style ! After two succesful demotapes ("Bloody
Kamage'/ "Surrender or Die'"), they recorded their one and
only album in 1986, but due to some fuckin' problems, it
wasn't released until 1987. "Strappado” is certainly one of
the best releases in that particular year, it was the perfect
album for people who still were faithful to the harsh side
of Thrashing Death Metal, ... and we should keep in mind
that bands like Anthrax, Helloween, Overkill,
Testament, etc. ruled the scene back then. "Strappado"
was hardly known by the European headbangers due to its
very bad distribution, so interested maniacs (like me back
then) had to pay high import prices for this LP.

But the record is worth every penny /pfennig, because you
seldomely hear such classics as the slow and cruel



Y

'FOD.", the neckbreaker "The Curse', the pure
nightmare "Nocturnal Hell", the powerful 'Incinerator”
and of course the ultarheavy 'Tales of the Macabre", a
song about Charles Manson. This LP is very heavy and
intense, it has such a raw 'n' dirty guitarsound, and it's great
to listen to both vocalists Terry and Dave... both of them
kmow to convince | Every fan of Black/ Thrash/ Death
Metal should definitely have this album in his collection,

even if you have to pay more than $30/ $40 for it... the
album is still worth the money, and even more...

EXORCIST "Nightmare Theatre"
(Roadrunner/ Cobra)

A mystery still surrounds this band and its members.
Some people say that the guys from Virgin Steele hide
behind Exorcist (at least the album was produced by one
of the guys)... and I cant rid of the feeling that the
Piledriver guy had his hands in Exorcist. Just listen to
"Nightmare Theatre”, and you'll detect some parallels to
Piledriver, both lyrically and musically... Both Exorcist
and Piledriver know to combine obscurity with (a touch
of) humour.
When it comes to the metallic style of Exorcist I would
say it's Black Power / Speed Metal with great traditional
Heavy Metal riffs. Listen to the opener "Black Mass”...
pure straight ahead pounding Metal | The voice is deep,
almost Death Metal like, and is quite dark for my taste.
You hear that no amateurs are playing the instruments in
Exorcist... good drums, great guitarsoli, etc... Songtitles
like "Death By Bewitchment", "Megawatt Mayhem",
"Execution of the Witches", speak for themsleves, and so
does the (quite amusing and cool) cover ! "Nightmare
Theatre" is a rare album nowadays, because not many
headbangers did pick up this LP back in 86. Go on a
second hand LP market and buy this LP instead of three/
four ordinary Black Metal CDs... in case you find it Good
luck !

-Costa-

CARNIVORE "I"
(Roadrunner)

Yeah, a lot of horny girls get a wet underpant when
looking at Pete Steele, and his new band Type O'
Negative managed to be one of the best-selling bands in
the Metal / Goth- I don't know what- scene.
But how many of the new fans know about "Lord Petrus
Steele" 's scandalous past, about Carnivore ? This was
one of the most controversial and boycotted bands around.
Their debutLP was rel d in the beginning of ‘86, and
was one of the harshest offerings known to Metal maniacs
back then, especially because of Petrus' ugly and hateful
vocals. They probably were comparable to the vocals of
Venom's Cronos ("Bloodlust"/ "In Nomine Sathanas"), but
were even more extreme. The music was a sort of
powerful Speed Metal with doomy parts, and even today I
think it's still great stuff. Nuclear hymns like “Predator”,
"Male Supremacy” (the first and still best song where
Steele uses his deep sung voice), "God Is Dead”, etc. still
make me bite on my teeth for they are full of anger,
simply fantastic | The worst (or best 7) thing at this
metallic messenger of world war Il and IV were the lyrics
which really are below the belt.. pure violence without
any sign of taste... no boundaries of extremity seem to be
defined here |
This first LP remains a classic and is certainly a pain in the
ass for all wimpy, Metal hating Type O' Negative fans |

-Costa-

S

Mazgiul's €prie Productions

proudly prescats:

BARATHRUM

Infernal

The most destructive Mctal album ever! Whilst even more traditional in their basics.
they creatc a sound not from this world. The truc soundtrack to Helll On tour soon!

MORTUARY DRAPE

Seccret Sudaria

The long awaitcd second full Iength album of Italia’s finest. Ten odes to darkness and
evil that arc bound to frecze your soull On tour soon!

COUNTESS
The Book Of The Heretic

The bastard sons of Venom and Bathory have delivered their truc masterpicce so farl
A monumental concept album including a 12-page story booklet.

AMON GOETH
The Worship

Finally the sccond album of this wellkaown Czechian underground band. Thrashing
Black Metal in the vein of early Slaycr and Master! After the decline of Master's
Hammer and Root, they are the only ones to hold the banncr of the once so proud
Czechian scene...

Later on, we have scheduled the first rcleases on our sub-label ORIENTAL
ERUPTIONS with two bands from Malaysia: LANGSUIR “The Eastern Cruclty™
CD and SIL KHANNAZ "Pendita Gila~ MCD.

Early 1997 C.E. will furthcrmore face the release of new albums by DECAYED.
DAWNFALL and WIZARD, as well as HELLWITCH. SARGATANAS and the
infamous DOOMSTONE via CONQUISTADOR RECORDS, our department for
the (South) American contincat.

The NEP backcatalogue:

DAWNFALL “Dominance Of Darkness” CD

40 min. Extremely raw and distorted subterrancan BM from Germany.
BEHEMOTH ~..From The Pagan Vastlands® CD

36 min. The first CD release of this wellknown Polish band.
COUNTESS “The Return Of The Homed One”™ CD

44 min. Raw orthodox BM from the Netherlands with a healthy 80s dosc.
BIFROST “Pagan Raality” CD

44 min. Pagan Heavy Metal from the Netherlands.
CRUACHAN ~Tuatha Na GaeI' CD

57 mis. Pagan Folk Metal from Ircland.
BARATHRUM “Hailstorm™ CD

60 min. Etremely violent and brutal BM from Finland. Not for wimps!
THA-NORR “Wolfenzeitalter™ CD

61 min. Fast and aggressive BM from Germany. Hellhammer on speed!
AMON GOETH "Call The Master™ CD

44 min. The remastered 3rd demo. Very traditional BM from Czechia.
COUNTESS ~Ad Maiorem Sathanac Gloriam™ CD

49 min. The third of the storms.,. Orthodox BM - a classic!
BARATHRUM “Eeric” CD

65 mis. If you want somcthing REAL - try this if you darc! Heavy as shite!!
BIFROST “The Wildest Fire” CD

54 min. Everybody talks about Heavy Metal - Bifrost play it!

All albums arc available for 20 DM cach disectly from our address. Pleasc add a
postage fec of S DM per order. This is worldwide. Pleasc note that in order to kecp
the postage as low as possible, we mail orders from overseas without the plastic cases.
Payment in advasce is however required.

Distributors get in touch for wholesale prices and possible trades!

NAZGUL'S EYRIE PRODUCTIONS
P.O.BOX 100710
93007 REGENSBURG
GERMANY

1 SPECIAL OFFER !l
from the N.EP. Backcataloguc for the price of 70 DM (incL. postage
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A Band lke BATHERP
Introduction, so let's fuckin' st
INtERVIEW... :

what have you Been doIng since the release of "Blood on Ice" f

SpPENdING thE MONEY you €ARNED with It, haha 7

""Blood On Icc” was rcleased in May this year I guess, since then I have had a nice
Summer off duty so to speak. In August I eatered the studio to record my sccond
solo album. Il be released at start of 1997. Irll be a double album containing 22
songs ranging from brutal Punk stuff to acoustic picces of unplugged style..”
what was the reason to release "Blood on Ice” 7 In Old INtERVIEWS
you did not Like to Release It, BEcause the fans/ CRILICS WoULd say "It
sounds Like manowar" anyway. why your change of mind 7 |1 mean,
the alBum 1s GREAT, and IT 1S NOt A NEGATIVE thing BEING COmp&QGO
Wwith manowar, Is It 7

"I guess I have explained the wholc situation behind releasing "Blood On lcc” quite

well in the CD booklct that follows with the CD (it's dual language English/
German). The demand from the fans to release the album was so powerful and the
whole project was such a great challenge to me, I felt I really should have a go and
try to make a good album out of the original matcrial... About me talking about
people probably making comparisons with MANGTHAR was simply not an excusc
for not putting it out. but mainly to show that I was aware of the fact that the
comparison was gonna be madc by allot of people. not to piss on “Blood On Ice” as
an album or MANGTAAR as 2 band.

why have you Re-RECORDED the vocals 1 WEREN'L you satisfied with
the old ones anymore ¥ WeRe they "different” (Lke less sung) to the
NnEW ONEsS 1

The reason why some ncw vocals was added to the original material was that not
a1l of the tracks had vocals laid down. Read the story on the recording in the CD-
booklet on this and you'll get a more detailed picture.”
well, 1n the meantime | got the alBum on lp, SO | NOW ReEad your
wonds | so, Is there still any unreleased songmaterial existing, or
was "Blood on ICe" the last messenGer from the past 7 1 know that
you once had a song entitled "Witchcraft'.. how many old sonGs
have NEVER BEEN RECORDED 1 :

“It's truc that there is allot of material still unrcleased. Not that [ think even half
of it is even worth relcasing, not cvean the most dichard BATHORP fan could
enjoy some of it. There is some demorstuff made in 1983 and carly 1984, somc songs
from an album that was ncver completed from the ead of the 80s ctc... "Witchcraft®

R
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is a really old song. I don’t cven remember how to play or sing it. so unfortunately
that is a track that no one will ever be able to hear. I'm not even sure I have a tape of
it m)-'wh:n:__'

talking asout "requiem” and "octagon™: a lot Of fAns ARE NOt VERY
fond of those alsums and are [to say the truth] disappointed.
especially of "octagon'... they say that the typical Bathory feeling/
AtmospheRe IS Gone. how d0 you se€ "octagon” compared to all the
other Lps you d1d 1 why &0 you think that this alBum RECEIVED BAD
RESPONSE 7 15 this anoher Bathory alBum which GELS CRITICISED [IRST
and halled afterwands ?

‘It's truc that whenever BATHORY puts an album out. 50% of our fans are always
disappointed. Some of our fans accept the Black/Death type of albums. but caanot
listen to the morc Nordic/ Epic albums. Others do not like the Black/ Death but
hail the Nordic Epic as legendary stuff. About "Requiem” and "Octagon” I think the
problem was that peoplc had gotten used to BATHORP sounding a certain way like
“Twilight of the Gods™... but here they were offered two albums of brutal Death
Metal. Not everybody (who had a definitive idea of what BATHORY was/ is all
about) could accept two such brutal albums. In some circles they are considered to
be among the best stuff we've done. But as 2 musician and an artist you can not
always write stuff to satisfy all out there. In the end what an album is all about is
satisfying yoursclf. | wanted to make an album like "Requiem” and "Octagon” at that
time. I wanted to make a brutal, dry and violeat production at the time. What one
person may think of any album is not important... there is always other albums to
listen to should you not like the new one.”

what b0 you see when you look into the crystal Ball when It comes
to Bathory's tomorrow 1

I have a million of ideas for the future. I don't know yet the specific style and
what it may sound like, but I promisc that it is gonna be somcthing really special.
We arc gonna start working on the next BATHORP album next year. and
hopefully it will be out sometime carly Summer next year. No titles as of yet
though...
to what kind of music are Ustening nowa 3
you _oen‘c llslt,en to metal veny mu?.%... BUL %ﬁs;uzoit:e?u?nwﬁ;btm: :

I listea to virtually everything really. I have no specific favourite type of music
now a days... | hardly buy CDs and follow no “living” acts dic-hard.”




when you think of old Bands, which ones have sunRvived In youn
heart 7 0 you still isten to them here and then t
‘Slayer have always had a big place in my heart. because they have remained true to
their style and sound. As far as any other old acts... | guess most of them are gone
since long now... PENAOM rcunited for onc show, but other than BATHORD.
SLAPER. METALIFICH and | guess onc or two others there aren't any bands
around from the really old days.
welL, | can not agree, Just think of kreator, megadeth, sodom,
RAZOR, EVEN NECRONOMICON, €tc. ape still around, even If their
sound has changed durINg the years....
you once said that you made your quorthon sololp, Because you
WERE [OR stIll are€ 7] A BIG KISS fan. s0, What b0 you think of all the
re-union stuff that happens today 1 not only kiss, BuUt also venom,
twisted sister and even sex pistols try to revive their old days |
Wwhy ARE SO Many people hot to see all those Bands 7 don't all the
nNEW BaNOs of today have anything exciting to offer AnymoRe 7
] can not believe that I have ever said I made the first solo album because 1 am/'
were 2 kF$S fan. That was never the reason. The reason was to take a step aside
and see what could be donc outside of BATHORP for fun really. I gucss ultimately
the people who gets the most out of all these re-unifications and revival stuff are the
fans/ the audicnces. They will decide which act should fail or succeed, there's really
nothing about any of that. But I would have preferred to sce the original Riss
without make-up and blood on this world tour...”
WILL you GO to one Of those KIss GIGS IN NEAR [ULURE 7 and what
ABOUt venom 7
Twill probably go to scc IS in Stockholm in three weeks but never in a life
time should I go to scc PEN®A... not even if anyone pays me a million Deutsch
Mark to go and sce them.”
this you can tell your grandma, BUt no me, haha | BUl let's
continue... BAThORY has BEEn one of the Bands (Uke BULLDOZER,
hellhammer, sodom, €c.] Who Got rIdICUlEd BY The PRESS IN the mid
805... Which WeRE the WoORSL Reactions you ever got 7 0O you still
REMEMBER SOME Of ThE OLO REVIEWS T
T guess there is a time when we all care allot for reviews and stuff... for allot of
years now I have not been bothered with cven reading my own intervicws or revicws
on BATHORP albums... I don’t care at all... | have been doing this stuff now for 14
years and have not too much love for the media for no other reason other than that I
fccl a single person’s idea about an album should not influence thousands of readers
whether they should buy it or not... the Fihrer-Prinzip, you know...
yes, that's tRUE, BUT REVIEWS ARE NECESSARY [OR A ROUGHh oRlENtatION,
AReN't they 7 Also, A BAD REVIEW Can SOMELIMES BE A REASON for
SOME mAamacs to BuUy an alsum...
the new wave of Black metal was heavily Influenced BY YOur First
three Lps, and Yyou WERE REGARDED as A KINd Of GOO [OR many new
BlACK MEtal MUSICIANS. BUT WHEN | READ NEWER INTERVIEWS Of you, |
can't Get RId Of the feeling that you LKE to Destroy your "cult
status” with statements Lie "under the sign..." Is your WoRst Lp, and
things Like that. don't you want to BE a kind of 1d0ol for all those
young satanists 1 ORr I8 Black metal something that Belomgs to the
past, and that you can't take fOR SERIOUS ANYMORE
“It's not a question of wanting to be an idol or not... I am just perfectly honest
when I say "Under the Sign of the Black Mark” is not a very good album at all. It's
just my personal opinion. I am not trying to kill the BATHORP Icgend and piss on
the cult status around the name BATHORY and our albums. But all this legend
status and cult or whatever you may call it was created by other people and 1 have
nothing to do with that ( You certainly have something to do with that... you
created the mystery around BATHORP in the beginning, and most important, you
created the music... - ed.). When I say 1 don't like some BATHORD stuff, some
BATHORY fans go crazy and raisc hell because | talk bad about 2 BATHERP
album, fike if I wasn't in 2 position to be able to haye an opinion at afl... Of course |
know how much BACHORP has mcant to hundreds of bands and to tens of
thousands of fans... but to me BATHORY is just another act. Very little of what
BATHORP has donc over the years is really good, most is shit... but the important
thing is that we all understand whea and how this stuff was recorded... we have to
ything into its right timcslot. We all progress. develop, improve and

PLII cver

how has quUORthoON as a pErson changed during thfa ye.alnsr _

“The same way we all change... we grow and get older and wiscr with fime... better
musicians and better understand what lifc and music is all about... well, most of us
hope I

what differs the new Black metal wave from the OLd One 7 are

MPARABLE 1IN YOUR OplnIOnl' can you take most
g?if’tz Ea\ev?v ssierxsspgg sepmous. OR aRre they Just A hOROE Of tEENAGERS
for you who just Like to provocate wirth the help of satan 7

"No. Onc cannot compare BATHORD, Hlaper, Penom, Wellhammer, b‘nhnm and
the rest of the old acts with what's happening today. Mainly because first of a‘ll
more than ten years scperates thesc acts with what's goisfg on out there today. It's
truc we influenced a lot of these ncw acts but it's an catircly d.lffcrcm market and
sceac now than ten years ago. These ncw acts carry the torch on into the _futur: md_I
love it even though I know absolutely nothing about what they s?nnd‘hkc or their
names... | don’t belicve Black Metal was ever dead at all.... music will always be

@uorthon anno'gs...
begtial blooblugt 11!
aound, only fashion comes and goes.”

please could you tell us how many coples you have sold of each
alsum 7 would Be Interesting to KNow... | GUEss you still sold a lot
of cds/Aps In the 90s as WeLL after Black metal came Back to reign 1
“The sales figures concerning BATHORP was ncver affected of the fequency of
Black Metal in fanzines or magazines... We have sold more and more for cach year
cven though the market is allot tougher now a days. There are so many acts out
there today. today a new act can be glad to scll more than 10.000 copics of a debut
album. It's not fair to compare sales figures becausc our first album has been out for
12 years and is considered a classic, whereas "Octagon’, or my solo album arc totally
different type of albums and have only been out for a short time. But I have been
able to live from the albums alonc for the past five ycars. so we scll allot of albums

around the world.

why aRe you sO farthful to Black mark 7 | mean, they haven't
released anything that was as strong as sathory... haven't you got
any other offeRrs [ROM BIGGER LABELS SO AR ?

“That's your personal opinion that BLACK MARK hasn't rcleascd anything as
strong as BATHORY... it's truc that we are their first babies in the scasc that we
sell more than any other act even though we do not tour and make videos like the
others. we mean allot to them as far as prestige and credibility is concerned and they
do allot for us because of that... We also draw attcation to the label and this in the
end helps allot of great young acts reaching a record contract and an album release.
etc... of course we have been approached by other major labels, but we have always
said 'no” to cach and cveryonc of them basically because we want to remain an
indcpendent band on an independent label... the same reason why we never signed any
big merchandisc contracts.”
wht'cﬁ WERE the coolest, most meEMORABLE thinNGs you €XPERIENCED
with Bathory 7 1 can ImAGINE that having a BANO helps you 1o see a
Lot Of people and dIffERENT COUNLRIES...

' don't know really.... what about fucking girls in limousines and 747s at 20.000
feet above the atlantic (sounds great ! -ed.). or signing autographs for six hours in
two contincnts on promo trips, or doing TV and radio... I dont know... the greatest
thing is probably having been able to make music and putting on Vinyl/ CD... the
other is the love and support from hundreds of thousands of fans all thesc years...
moncy couldn’t buy that I tell you, man I
YES, | CAn Imagine this [ you can't Beat the feeling. haha I ... heavy
metal seems to BE a musical style that cannot Be KIlled; It's alive for
ABOUT 26 YEARS NOW (Il Why d0 you think 1s metal still popular. why
doesn't It EVER Get out Of style ?

"Mctal has got a specific sound and style that is very definitive even though threr
is a big diffcrence between bands like Bon Jovi (is this Metal 722 -¢d.) and
BURZUM. But call it Hard Rock, Metal, Black Mectal. Death Metal, Speed.
Thrash, Epic. Doom, Gothic, Grunge or whatever... its the guitar bascd hard style
right through it all.. Mctal and Rock will never die I
there's talk of A Bathomry triBute Lp/cd.. have you already heard

some Of the Bands that will BE INcluded on that release 1 have you
heard any Bathory covenrs at all so [ar ?

*1 have known about several BATHO®RP tributc albums being made over the past
two or three years, but I haven't yet heard of any out on the market_. | know that
scveral bands have done BATHERP covers on their album and | have even heard a
few of them... It's great and you fecl proud and start to think how much the stuff
that I have donc for thesc ycars have meant to a whole generation of Mctal fans._.
ARE the Bathory hordes still existing ?

BATHORP Borbes is ust 2 bond of fans... there’s no official fan club or
anything... anyone into BATHORY is a horde member/ warrior.”
any final message to the fans t

“Thank you for all these years of great memories... You are 