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SYEIKINIMAL: Eglel, mamai, Lord Ominous, Vylui bei
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mortiis

"Ledo Takas" wants to make a statement which -wil
definitely raise up our actions: this interview with Mortiis was
made at the time when master of synths was refising any
taks at all - he's fed up with different kind of features right
now, but stil agreed to make an exception for you, my stoned
reader. And don't look at this as a surprise - we work just for
you!

Ok, being more serious, MORTIIS, FATA MORGANA and
especially VOND have become a new era dark music
forerunners - no wonder that they have stuck our musical
views as well. Strange or exciting, but the same person stands
behind all these projects - Havard Fllefsen, aka Mortis...

I won't name or comment moreover all his releases, as you
know them perfectly. Just recently new albums by FATA
MORGANA and VOND have been prepared, so look for them;
and surely ask about new double MORTHS album, which is
due aut on artist's own label DARK DUNGEON MUSIC.

Finally here is Mortiis himseff answering some of the finest
guestions ever asked!!!

-Hello. What's the world of dungeon darkness in those warmy days
down there? You still have some eteral inspiration 1o get good ideas
for your creation flowing?

-First of all, it's not that warm here right now. Seems as if
summer just skipped Halmstad this year Guess we'll be
celebrating christmas when the rest of the word is
sunbathing.. Well, bad jokes aside, | am currently working on
putting my live shows together so | think fve still got some
inspiration left.

--Which of your projects are you working on meanwhile? Does it
hove something to do with the season outside? For example, don't
you think that FATA MORGANA reflects more this warmer time of the
year? *

I'don't know. You might have a paint there, the one FATA
record that | have done has got its warmer sides | guess. |
would compare it to warm rain if | had to compare it to
warmth in the first place. The project { am working on now is
MORTHS, which is basically 90% of what | work on all the
time. The others are just side projects.

-To continue with that, how do you decide what part of your
creation fits more MORTIIS than VOND or than FATA MORGANA? 1t
comes for before you start composing or you decide about that when

a track is finished?

-Naturally I know which project | make music for when | start
making it. If | decided that afterwards, then it would all
become ‘sort of meaningless because all my musical
endeavours {or projects if you wil) would carry exactly the
same feeling and atmaosphere. | think | always find a certain
identity for each project, so | know somehow what music to
make.. The music | have created, the projects | have created is
really just the different sides to my personality, fight and dark,
and the utterly negative and depressed side that sometimes
pops Lp..

-} asked about it as some people say it's all the same or very
similar. Don't you feel it starts to repeot itself or it might huppen with
your new works?

- think | explained this above.

Why FATA MORGANA debut keeps in itself even 7 compositions? It
was not that usual so fr? Does it have anything to do with the
band's concept?

-1 quess it had something to do with me getting a bit bored
with making so long songs. | did it for three records, and also
the VOND songs were quite long. FATA MORGANA was a
brand new proiect, | had brand new ideas, and making shorter
songs was just one of them. Have a look at the new MORTHS
record.

-It's obviously "Crypt OF The Wizard", I guess we've got the paint - it
contains 10 short (comparing to other MORTIIS stuff) compositions.
Everybody thinks MORTIIS is your main project due to the monicker
itself and dus to the number of albums refeqsed so far. How do you
think why? Ave these things important for you?

-MORTIIS is my refigion {f | may use that word) so of course
t is my main project | spend all my time and efforts on
MORTIS, well 90% anyway, the rest goes to other musical
efforts I may be undertaking at the time.

-What about "Blood and Thunder" 7'EP - it isn't a part of your

single series? Don't you-mind it's released by the label (PRIAITIVE
ART Records) which earlier released quite different music than yours

(goth/rock/core)?

- have known Paalo at PRIMITIVE ART for a couple of years,
and | am well aware of the music he releases on his label -
very much different from what | make. Still, he offered to
release it as a lim.ed. single on coloured vyni, etc, so | said
sure no problem and we did it. Besides we work well together,
he is also the other guy behind our mail order company
STATIC AGE. The story behind this EP is simple: | was asked
to do an infro/outro for a German death metal band. | had an
upcomming recording sessien at the time and figured | could
always make something for them. | did, and they ripped me
off totally, I did not even received a free copy of the CD my
music appeared on. The band was called FERMENTING
INNARDS. The music was released as a 7'EP because |
figured the fans might wart to have the music but not wanting
to buy that CD with all the crap music on only for 5 minutes of
my own. tis not a part of the single series, however.

-Yeah. About other music. There were some statements that you
completely dislike & don't listen to black metal anymore. I'm sure
its wiong. So, tell me what kind of {new) bonds ethact your
aftention!

-Well, the statement about me distiking black metal is wrong.
However | do not particularly fike the current black metal
scene, | have seen a lot of trends come and pass, and the
same wil happen to this trend. That is why | think it is sad with
all wannabees whining about how true they are and all that
crap, when all they do is to rip off DARKTHRONE or
EMPEROR. | enjoy a few cument bands such as
DARKTHRONE, ~ ENSLAVED,  MYSTICUM,  GEHENNA,
GEHENNAH, IRON RAINBOW, SCEPTRE, ORDER FROM
CHAQS (rip), VULPECULA, SADISTIK EXEKUTION and stuff
like that. | mostly listen to older shit.. For example yesterday |
listened to ANVl two first albums, the "Death cult’ session
from "85 with CORONER, a single by the MONROES {'Sunday
People"), and "The Walking Dead" with SAINT VITUS.

-What music (if any) gives you ot least some inspiration for your
wanderings? Do you think your works would be different if you didn't
listened to that stuff?
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-1 really do not know what has been inspiring me. | think
earlier on | was really into the soundtrack to the first Conan
movie. | think | fook some ideas from that one. Lately some
industrial structures have fascinated me, so | have adopted
some ideas from there as wel, nothing really noticeable
though.. Stifl the same sounds and more medieval/orchestral
atmosphere as aways | guess. | suppose it might have
sounded otherwise ff it weren't for there, but then again
perchance not, as | think | was heading down this road
(musically) anyway.

-What's your point of view to o numerous new bom dark/sympho
projects popping out nowadays? Isn't it @ bit ridiculous having in
mind most of them come from black metal background and claim to

have black metal believes?

-1 do not care. But as far as | see it many of these
industrial/amblent groups seem to have the same foundational
principles as the black metal kids. The only real difference |
have noticed is that the ind/amb. scene is not as trendy + the
people are more serious aboul what they do. Black metal
attiludes are usually just passing trend in most cases.

-t seems like you wanted to make this music tofally personal, to
kesp it for yourself, but it turned vice-versa, even starfing to be  big
trend... Maybe you have an ided what's next (with your creation &
with all these followers)? :

-1 guess starting writing books or something. Hahal As you
know | am working on mine, which is just a sort of
encyclopedia to my own world. So | would not be surprised if
there will be a sudden rise in the scale of authors after my
book gets out. Really, | have no idea if | am such an inspiration
for other people, but in this world being as trendy and
fantasyless as it is | quess the possibilities are there. B

- won't believe i, unless so dumb morons would buy books jugt for
they are "evil", not looking how they are written... 1 don't say that
about your wiite-up, though. Leaving and forgetfing the world of
EMPEROR, you sfill keep that andent & magical term in your
creation, this fime as "keiser”. | guess it's your favourite kind of
expressing yourself? Has it anything in common with your original
band?

-Nething at all. That fyric was written whilst | still was in the
band, that is as far as it goes, and the title of the song is
purely coincidental. Of course, while | was in the band, the
concept of power and force was burning just as bright as it
appears, that it still does within the band today. | think that fact
is one of the few that MORTIES and EMPEROR still have in
common. .

-I've read quite a few features on you indeed - seems that more
and more freaks realise your music reaches many ears Don't you
ofraid fo be somehow confused if quite far from the underground
people sfart to show interest in MORTHS? What could be your
comment on that feature in Dannish "Mighty" magazine earlier this
year (describing Moriis fave drinks and how he celebrates x-mas)?

-Hahal The article in "Mighty" mag was unusual and
anything fike that is not likely to happen again, not in the near
future. | was in Denmark having a good time and | see nothing
wrong In that. The guy on the photo is not Mortiis however,
but a bloke called Havard Ellefsen. Loads of people outside
the underground enjoy MORTIIS and that does not bother me
at all, why should it?

-Are you glad to have your own label and distribution besides your
musical projects? [ mean it should be cool to keep it all going, fo dd
off any other stuff which aren't your nature at all? You don't have
any other job?

-The idea is that the labei,and mallorder is to be my job
(already is) and should get me & steady income of money. The
royalities { get these days do ot finance much for me and
besides I'd like to work with something thad | know and like,
not any sort of slinking factory job or any kind of shit like that.

-So describe your "Secrefs of My Kingdom" book! Any appreciable
date of release? Won't it be foo much for thase who'd love to find
some sensafions in your odlivity or rummage in your soul's .
labyrinths?

-I doubt anyone could find their ways in my soul's labyrinths
(as you nicely put i), first of all they wouldn't find their way in.
The book may appeal as an entrance to my mind, perhaps to
some it may be, to most it won't. It all depends on which way
you understand and "consume” the book. | cannot and will not
comment on its contents, nor ! can give any official ielease
date, because | am not ready vet. | think | will be this summer
however, and after that we shall see about the reiease dates.

-What will your next musical releases folfow?

-The current release is the hot from the press album "Crypt
Of The Wizard" which is a more special MORTIS release.
Limited edition CD in 5000 copies. The next "raal" MORTIS
album will be an album called "The Stargate”.

For me like a sensation was the fact that Mortis agreed to
join Swedish blackers ALGAION on his re-beloved bass
guitarl! Old times retum?! Nevertheless, his synth music
remains, and bunch of new releases just proves that Don't
miss them.



immolation

"Hare In After” was named the sophomore refease of death metal
veterans, which started even back in late nineties together with
such heroes as MORBID ANGEL, DEICIDE and CANNIBAL
CORPSE... Look - all of those have done pretty stylish buzz within
the extreme melal market, while IMMOLATION had to figh, at least
after their scandalous spit due to shameful "let's turn our backs”
attitude with their previous label, Up to this a four piece did really
wel, their "Dawn Of Possession™ had a tremendous impact on &
worldwide death metal scene - yeah, the year was number 1992...

Back after four years, .this new release sets new standards for
IMMOLATION - the band must continue what they started up, and
"Here In After" easily confirms that! Surely, METAL BLADE didn't
think on anything else - let the wings of antichristian death metal
plague their heavy-weighted catalogues... IMMOLATION:had some
tremendous tourings this year with CANNIBAL CORPSE,- SAMAEL,
SiX FEET UNDER... During the last tour-theband was even invited
to the White House to speak to the president:B: Ciinton:about the
current gas crisis and how it affects touring: bands: As well a: new
drummer was presented in the person of Alex Hernandez.

Below we have a chat with the band “(ansivers were done
coliectively), which however took place just-&fter the recordings of
"Here In After”, on 5th August 1995, It was meant 10 be included
in earlier issue of our mag., vet it's stillactual;- heading what
IMMOLATION were, are and always will be about.

-How ate you doing foday? Do you-feel the “second coming of
IMMOLATION stronger & stronger with every day? Could you explain in
brief why yout return was so long & difficel?

-Today we are doing quite well, and yes... the second coming s
very close, it actually has already begun. We just got out of the
studio and have finished recording our new album. A few days ago
we signed with METAL BLADE Records and we will have olr new
CD out in the next couple of months, We are really looking forward
toit.

There has been a long delay since *Dawn Of Possession”, but it
has helped to strengthen the band. Ever since we split with
ROADRUNNER in early "93 we had to work hard to get ourselves
into & better situation. We spent most of ‘93 working jobs and
then in '94 we were starting to get things moving again. We went
up to Canada and played some shows; we travelled down to Lima,
Peru and played a show there; we got Chris Forbes as a manager;
we hooked up with Frank Stover for our first official foreign
address {MMOLATION Germany); we recorded our new promo
tape for the labels; we put together the “Stepping On Angels...
Before Dawn" CD for REPULSE Records; as well as dealing with
other needed business which helped the band.

Aithough-we werent in the public part of the scene, we were
aways pushing 1o move things forward. It took some time, but we
feel that it's going 10 be worth the wait.

-Being in touch for a while I've noticed how your recording dote was
postponed for several fimes: f first it was scheduled for mid'?4, then - for
March/Apiil95... Why s0? And what kind of studio & producer have you
chosen?

“Well, we aways would figure on a tme.. and then things
wouldn't work out the way we had thought. There were lots of
delays, but not anymore. We went into "Water Music" Studios
(Hoboken, New Jersey) for 18 days in July. We had Jim Forbes
{who engineered our '94 promo tape) and the studio's engineer
(Wayne Dorell) work with us. We wanted to record in a local studio
so we could put as much money into the actual recording as
possible. We actually were thinking about Harris Johns again, but
he did not have any time open untt September: and we did. net
want to wait that long.

-Can you name. your new- material as any surprising comparing. to.the
earlier stuff? Any kind of progression is felt anyway?

“There are no real surprises, the music is very straight forward as
it's aways been for us. The music Is of course different than
“Dawn..." because It's & new album, but it is stit in the same vein
as-our first record. The music is very intense and very destructive.
There is mare emotion and feeling in the new malerial, but it is
much heavier at the same time. The only progression we have had
is to.make our music much darker and more twisted. No-one will

-Do you think your return will be a real bone crushing experience, while
the scene is overcrowded with (brutal) death metal bands and is even
overfed of it - people choose some other kinds of heavy sound?

-We feel that our new album will be a breath of fresh air into a
stagnant scene. We think that peaple are being over exposed to a
lot of bad versions of this style of music. Our music will definitely
have a lot more to offer to them, something different than just a
brutal sound. t's easy to be brutal, bt to put feeling.and meaning
into the music as well... that's what people are not getting enough
of; and we think they are looking for it

-Having released your compilation of earier recordings, haven't
REPULSE showed interest fo release yournew work as.well?Is it very
important for you - the money thing? Oi you: fry fo chodse the:lobel which
is doing ¢ perfect promaotion, amanging gigs; etc?

-Wel, - as your know: by the “fird question. in: the. interview
REPULSE will ot be refeasing our new album::We think REPULSE
is doing-a.goad job withthe compilation.CD). but we: were looking
for someone a-bit more established for-our- 2nd LR A far s
money “goes,-We ‘can tell:you! right-away that METAL BLADE aid
not offer the most:money, bllt we felt that they were the right label,
and that's why we signed to them.

-l:guess it was a bit frustioting fo leave ROADRUNNER? Have:you ever
hod on idea affer that fo end everything up'with (MMOLATION? Or
probably you were just happy to leave that money sucking:label af last,
which is domned meantime by many of ex ROADRUNNER bands?

-We were very glad to leave ROADRUNNER. Thgy ‘are a good
label when they want to be, ...but it's obvious that they didn't want
to be good to us. R/C is very trendy and we were just another
death metal band to them that they could make money off of.

We never thought of breaking up or quitting. That was far from
our minds. We believed strongly in our music and knew that we
would get things rolling again. We knew it would just be a matter
of time

-Maybe you can comment the song stiudtures - ate there remeined the
same harsh fiffs followed by mind blowing guitar solos & unstopable
drums madness or you put on some new polished ideas & emotions? Do
you think a good recording can control one or other good idea - does it
mean q lof?

-The new album is actually more raw. The structures are what
they are, they are not planned... we Just did what came naturally. it
is a very straight forwerd album. There are new ideas of course,
..only new in the fact that we are not repeating ourseives.

As for production, when you can get the right atmosphere in your
recording it enhances the band's sound. Some people prefer to
have an unclear production, or a totally clean sound. It alf depends
on what you're looking for, but the best is when you have that
choice.

~Eatlier this year your historic compilation album was thrown out.. Who
came with thet idea originally? Don't you mind that it features both
IMMOLATION and RIGOR MORTIS tracks - weren't those bends two
different ones? Are such albums always successful and what about yours?

-Wel, Dave at REPULSE came to us with the idea of putting the
two IMMOLATION demos onto CD. (Actually, Laurent Merle from
"Peardrop"/LISTENABLE Records had originally come to us with
the idea in the past, but we just weren't Into doing it 2t that time.)

As we were working on getting the tapes together for the CD we
just kept adding more and more to it. We purposely put the RIGOR
MORTIS demos on there because we stif like those songs a lot,
and that is where our demo making started. Before we knew it we
put at sorts of things on there and made & great fold out cover for
the CD. We figured that we would give the: people who wanted to
check out our demos something mare interesting. Something that
gave-them a good look back at our early years, and we are real
happy with the way it came out

As for it being successful, it actually s doing very well. That is, it
seems to be all over the place. We are not looking for success
with -old demos, that's for sure. We had just gotten so many
requests for the demos that we figured we would give who ever
was interested a good quality version of them. It's really just for
the:underground people.

-f anyone told you RIGOR MORTIS was better than IMMOLATION is, what
answer would follow?.. Don't you feel any nostalgia for your older band?

-Of course we feel nostalgia with RIGOR MORTIS, we think that
the music we made then was great and better than a lot of newer
music today. If someone were to say that they liked RIGOR MORTIS
better than IMMOLATION that's fine with us. Everyone has their own
apinions. To us we like all of what we did and we do not deny it o
put it down. It's all part of where we are today.

-n one interview Ross was speaking that HELLHAMMER, VENOM
influenced his musical taste as well. What about others? How do you readt
that those bands influenced 90% of today's black metal scene? Can you
describe your attifude towards black metal scene in three words?

Al of us in the band were infuenced by early
speed/thrashvdeattvblack metal 6f one kind or another. Some of us
were into-VENOM and “BATHORY; or DESTRUCTION and
POSSESSED... of aif of those: The first two SEPULTURA releases,
old:DEATH.- MORBID ANGEL; early SLAYER, NECROPHAGIA and
countiess others had-a big influénce and inspiration on us.

As for-bands such as VENOM and HELLHAMMER influercing the
black métalscene. well-who: else would they be influenced by? The
fact-is«that olr music' is-different from that of other bands. Just
becausemany.bands have similar influences doesn't mean that they
are going to-create the same music. We think that the black metal
scene is good, we fike more of that style that has more fegling, than
a lot of new bands today who are just brutal. Not all of the black
metal bands are great though, Ut as any trend gets big there wil
be some good ones, and some bad ones. Three words: The New
Trend.

-Many musidans of older bands speak they are disappointed with today's
mefal scene. In their opinion old good days hed more of essentiol
moments, more true feelings while foday the scene is crowded with cliches
and trends. Would you be able to citisize this?

Yes it is true that there are definitely more trends and cliches
today, but there are still a good amount of bands that are really into
what they are doing, and doing it well. They're just a fittle bit harder
to find these days because there's so many, aimost too many,
bands out there now. There are also many bands that shouldnt
have albums at all. .

-There was a time in IMMOLATION's existence when you were taking less
care on your mail & underground as well. Does it mean you weren't that
much interested in keeping the fine with scene or you were really busy bac
then? | guess the old habit has triumphed? '

-There was a period of time when we were unable to answer our
mail. As we mentioned we were working full time day jobs and were
spending more time on taking care of other business. We had to do
this in order to make more time for the band in the future. Once we
got to a certain point, and started writing music and doing mail
again, we did in fact write back to each and every person who sent
us aletter.

We never lost inferest in the underground, we were just very busy.
However, because of working for so long, we made it possible to
put more time into the band now more than ever before, So it
definitely paid off in that respect. We are now constantly up to date
with all of our mail and answer every letter quickly. For us itis not a
habit, It Is something we are into strongly. Now we are just able 10
give 1t the time and attention it should have.

-It was mentioned that IMOLATION became an all time occupation for
you. How do you manage to make living then? 1s it really possible to get
good money for death metal?

-Well, we are not really all involved full time just yet. We stil have
full time day Jabs or weekend Jobs. But we have to do this in order
to suppert ourselves, We are not making any money off of the band
at all, We never have, but we hope 1o one day scon. Two of us work
Jobs all week, and two of us deal with the band all week. Every day
we all get together and practise at night. So we are definitely able to
coneentrate more now on what needs to be done with
IMMOLATION. - That's our first priority.

We do think it's possible to make a living off of music, but it's not
something we count an. Al we can do s to work as hard as we can
atit, ..thar's the only way we are going to find odt.

-What kind of tour do you plan after the new album is released? De you
fong for the life on the wheels?

-We love being on the road, and we hope to tour as much as
possible in as many places as we can. Once the new abum is out we
are sure a tour will come up soon.

-Many bands of today daim having any kind of ambience, atmosphere
coming from the innet/outer world, etc. Your paint of view?

-Whatever it takes.

-What can you wish to that listener who has totally forgotten IMMOLATION
& just throws the news about your new release out of his head?

-Our new abum wil make him remember IMMOLATION very
quickly. We feel that anyone who was into our first album will not be
disappointed with the new one. It's unholy!!

-Any dosing fuck offs?

-Ok Tadas, thanks for the interview! Greelings out to everyone
who's been supporting us over the years!! The new album will be out
s00n 50 look out for it! For info just write us; be sure to send 2 IRCs
of "2 SASE-for-reply. Sea you al in the. Afterl CHRIST DENED!!
DEATH... HE LIEDH!
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ABRUPTUM

“in Umbra Malifiae Ambulabo, In Aeternum Triumpho Tenebraum®

DEATHLIKE SILENCEAQICES OF WONDER

Wooohh... Of curse the best platter to start your torturest If you suffer thru
this, you can easily take a listen to any album mentioned further on.

Even though "In Umbra...” is recorded 3 years back and released 2 years ago,
it doesn't get easier to accept this pure hell - there are no more words to
comment it. Not recommendable at all, having in mind how many fakes might
read those lines.. Your torture will be endiess - forget a physical world, ha.
ABRUPTUM have already transcended into the inner patterns of your shape,
poor fuckin' kids...

Wel, being more serious | find a debut album a bit more frightening, rawer
than this - more controlled violence, which already reminds a bit 100X slowed
down WINTER or DISEMBOWELMENT/ESOTERIC (not stowed: down). T wonder
10 hear the newest effort though.

Avanigardistic hell lovers - theck this out.

ABSCESS

"Journey"

GLASNGST MUSIC

German EBM/dark ambient project and their second aibum. No metal, just
electroni¢soundscapes and techno beat. Yet don't get me wrong, ABSCESS
ain't that ‘orie-sided and even that dance-oriented. You'll hear much more than
that, than one dimensional- boom boom shit. Of curse, it has some
commercially oriented compositions, or to calt them - dancefloor atmosphere
(not without reason-ABSCESS music filled the dancefioors here and there). But
various themes are included as well: me caught some MORTHS. (in "Passion
and Faith"), G.G.FH., DEPECHE MODE tones - as far as | recognise such music
at alit Somry, I'm not a huge expert of dance/electro, but ABSCESS definitely do
it with passion and faith.

What about ambient side of music - it's obviously not:the ambient you alf
imagine. It's like a mainstream-adapted form--of dark sound, which is
cansumable quite easily. For an ambient lover this might be too soft, even it's
dark enough.

72 minutes of music for & wide scale of listeners. it will be interesting for your
younger sister or brother as well. Not extreme at all, but obscure.

ABSCESS

“Seminal Vampires and Maggot Men”

RELAPSE

Tota! punknoise makers are back, or 1o say correctly - are ready to set their
globat doom from now on. The first full length album is a pure sucker of your
brains! ABSCESS is a project of ex AUTOPSY psychos Chris Reifert and Danny
Corrales, with addition of Clint Bower ang Freeway. They had already "Urine
Junkies" CD, callected of previous demo material

Haha, tites say everything about them: "Patient Zero', *Pinworms”, “The
Scent of Shit* and so on; there are even 18 songs all in aift And they roll with
an uprised mood all the time, of curse being extreme and filled with “don't
care” alfitude. ABSCESS is quite close to AUTOPSY in fact, but with more
punky edge at times. What you think - all four members take part in vocdizing,
and even playing all instruments in-some tracks! Are they universals or what?
Besides fast grind tracks there are some slow death songs in pure "Mental
Funeral" manner: “Fatfire"; "Global Doom".

The band and those taking care on production surely succeeded in making
this album primitive as hell, but.intelligent either. | mean artwork, sound,
attitude, photos inside (gore party!)... Deathgrindpunk metal -at.its essentia
way! Cool shit

ACRIMONY
“Hymns To The Stone”
GODHEAD

Highly acdaimed refease of Welsh hippy doom rackers with a progressive

metal feel. Can't say anything wrong, even I'm not into their ideas-and into their
music either, Let compare this to new CELESTIAL SEASON: tthe band, which
purely ripped off ACRIMONY, by the way) - Welsh doomsters do it with mere
energy and grooves, and they are not bad. Even not that rocky.and slow as
SLEEP getting less interestng SABBATH feel, not that expressive as
CATHEDRAL grooves, ACRIMONY stit combines both heavy rock and metal
quite good, I'd say, dedicatedly.

This music makes you either stored, or makes you dance, ha. Rocky vocals,
mid tempo grooves and several out of rhythm psychodelic mofions. You still
want something more? Then ignore ACRIMONY and-al this hippy melal/rock.

At time a new MCD is out, so ask atiout it oo, as this outfit is a good example
of the style,

AD.

"And The Dead Will Rise”

BULLET PROOF/MUSIC FOR NATIONS

This monicker stands for Anthony DeMore, and he's a vocalist of this
jazzy/luesy hardcore/rap band - a sweet present for your biggest enemy, ain't
it? Just think: who the fuck can buy such a wimpy piece of "music"? Definitely,
not the reader of "Ledo Takas"! So please stay away frem anything like this and
warn your frlends - because hardcore/rap is the worst what can polute the
underground scene.

f this is music for nations, so it definitely belongs to African tribes and Papua
aborigens. Bum those rappers.

ADRAMELECH

"Psychostasia”

REPULSE

34 and half minutes of music surely hasn't disappointed - as it was expected!
The only thing missed on "Psychostasia’ is” somewhere lost Esa -Linden
{ex DEMIGOD), which should have had to appear on this piatter with vocals, but
it was performed by a drummer Jarkko Rantaner, as on  previous
ADRAMELECH release. Well, I'm not against his vocals, especially that it have
improved a bit (remaining that echoed and mystical), but Esa‘s growls would
have made the band a complete brilliant.

As "Psychostasia’ spins, the music is fike in demo/MCD "The Fall" - even 3 of
4 tracks are replaved here on + the rest is similar, Cool to hear the Finnish
extremity on and on, that pure death metal, which happens to be both
brutal/grinding and melodic/gloomy. Acoustics are inciuded (*The Book of The
Worm" final part) - wow! One more comparison has just crossed my mind - old
old times of AMORPHIS (“Priviledge of Evil") - they had something similar! But
"Psychostasia" doesn't even let to be called as old fashioned - it's raw 90-es
death metal, and while you play it loud it possesses to death, hah.

Plus dark mythological lyrics, completely drawing the audience to the pit of
this in drcles going world. The circle turns again to raise Finnish death metal,
ADRAMELECH succeed doing thatt

AGHAST

"Hexerel im Zwielicht der Finsternis”

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY - the name of the fabel already promises that it's
something not that much considered as usual music or Known bands {spedially
for metal mariac). The picked album is just what those welrdos at CMI
headquarters are all about - gloomy, misanthropic and surely cold.

AGHAST is a project of two girs being seriously {where is the edge between
“serious and  not"?7?) into witchcraft & sorcery - yes, that feel.of magic doesn't
leave you snce the first to the fast song oni thealtitim. Nacht and: Nebel prefer
to keep.this. thing-in" a deeply underground level, leaving af noises and
background.sounds down here, as well as using quite simple gquipment and
means for their infemal dreams-come rue.

So, not that sigh of excitement, especially after so big & exagerrating press
response, but rather good way of expressing the outer wortds - the witching
circle world in this case. 'm sure AGHAST wil attack with a double intensity next
time.

For the end my curious staiement 2bout this project (everybody smiles at this):
girls wanna be ABRUPTUM...

ATL.GAION

“Oimai Algeiou”

FULL MOON

This Swedish outfit-has already:made some- uproar in the unholiest circles of
the scene, mainly due to this debut albui-and alse Marten's (vocals) actions
aganst the church: Actually this effort was recorded back in late'94 and
released in February'ds, so it's dready quite old, but stil can be an-easy
representation of what ALGAION is al about.

Even they call themselves as influenced by Greek scene, yet I'd say the music
is prefty in Scandinavian black metal vein. Quite monotonous, Smple and with a
cute portion of melody. Unfortunately, -only a drumfucking  machine helps
ALGAION here, so it destroys no less than half of melodious charm... The vocals
are quite raw, brutal, as if copymg quitar riffs... and everything is wrapped in high
speeds.

Fwouldn't:name it as-a very successful release, because it simply catch you
hored just after a month or two of quite intensive fistening. Maybe it's a lack of
variety - many tracks sound similar. Surprisingly, to the end of the CD this music
gets better and better, so everything ends on an energetic note {with “The Last
Deiusion*). Check this outfor $14 (USA/$16 (world).

ALGAION

“Vox Clamentis”

WOUNDED LOVE

Since then quite much heppened with the command. First of al - the change
of afabel, and a new MCD, which was recorded back in Apri'95. Guys have got
quite heavy reinforcement in the name and person of Peter Tagtgren, who
appears dready on "Vox Clamentis’, and recently joined Mortiis () on bass - |
bet with this ine up ALGAION will become one hell of a horde.

On this four tracker a decent improvement is present! Take what you want - the
songwriting, the technics, the recording... Everything is a head better. Even
though compositions remained as straight forward and fast as possible, | cant
find any other words than progression, natural progression. Want 10 note Peter's
awesome drumming again and again - forget that machine forever! The rawness
of debut album was changed to a neat and thoughtful massmurder.

A mainman Mathias Kamijo recently joined HYPOCRISY on the rhythm quitar,
and tours Europe, but when he and Peter are back, a sophomore “Reach”
album wil take a concrete shape. Wait a bit, and order this MCD thus far.

AMORPHIS

Flegy"

RELAPSE

| really thought this disc would leave me unmoved as some speculations about
AMORPHIS commerciaism were spread, but one singie listen returned that irust
in the band's abilities and overwhelming creativity! If's like a big ocean, getting
stormy ard cam after that, with Finnish costine for sure!! Getting down info
mythological. history, then retuming to the present, again bringing back into
prehistorical times... Waves come and go, waters stif flow... I'd better stop as it's
areview and not a poem about AMORPHIS,

Fucking great still to hear superb growls of Tomi - they aways remain the
trademark of evergrowing AMORPHIS! But new challenge of Past convinces so
heavy that you forget to classify "Elegy* - it spins on, avoiding. any cliches
{though the music seems quite known from various rock and metal hooks!!)... Of
curse one helluva job is made by rhythm section and especially those great
parts of thythm gyitar - it makes a deal sounding so cutting, bringing the spint
of the real music of not only 70-ies, but diso 80-ies. Even some likeness with
new N FLAMES in those melodic heavy metal shinees!! And last, but not least,
Kim's mind brought loads of refreshing keyboard originality, which differs from
“Tales..." synth charm, but has its own refro grasp!

Wanna some refreshment? You know what to do - it's the biggest AMORPHIS
success considering their exceptionality!

ANATHEMA

"Pentecost il -

PEACEVILLEMUSIC FOR NATIONS

it was the finish of primal ANATHEMA as the seene knew it - with the gloomy
quitar laden. extremifies, earthly suroundings, negafive formulas within their
compositions and angry nihiistic vocals of Damen. Yep, | mean exactly him,
recording "Pentecost ll* as a swan song to the outfit.

Comparing with. "Serenades” some definite change, stive is seen, yet
ANATHEMA were stil the same doomy band, not seeking for any extra means,
but rather walking their own shoes everybody knew them for. That's why this 41
minute MCD is as classic as their previous releases: Moreover, Darren has put
his very best to the overall effort, in my deepest opinion, sounding a head better
than on "Serenades". His voice, being quite lulling and immense, here gets more
preachy toned, exacty reflecting guitar riffs. | wonder how he will sound in the
new formed project with the:ex C.OF's own Berjamin - THE BLOOD DVINE!

As "Pentecost Il is & bit outdated, | quess every ANATHEMA fan had bought it
before my review, so this might just attract some younger kids. ff you're into
doomy death metal, ANATHEMA is the greatest and one of the very best
examples.

ANATHEMA

“The Silent Enigma”

PEACEVILLEMUSIC FOR NATIONS

One should guess whether Il start regretiing earfier times \MIh old
ANATHEMA, or adore the new release by ever progressing band. You've got it -
} can't give any preferance as the band always was and remains uryepeatadle,

Clear is that with this longplay ANATHEMA explores the territories of their own
land - doom metal. Gone is death metal vibe, induding crunchy vocal tones,

doublebass drums and heavy sound in general. New ideas have invaded into
their hearts as firmly as Vincent has taken the mic when the situation seemed
quite uneasy. Damn, he's a strong vocalist, his whispers are atractive, his
screams are so desperate, his growls are suprerme...

Music wise four plece expanded into ambient spheres using guiter noises and
rhythm consonances, natural voices of Vincent and even longime supporter
Ruth (mindless experience in acoustic "..Aone"!!). So that's no more doom
traditions and desperate fiffs, there's a hint 1o neverending strength, if you want.

To early ANATHEMA add what is described above - you've got "The Silent
Enigma", comparable cnly to what wil be refeased by Brits further on

ANCIENT

"The Cainian Chronicle”

METAL BLADE

..and later on, in 1996, black metal doors were opened in METAL BLADE
office.. No surprise that Norwegians ANCIENT opened them, as their dsbut
album "Svartalvheim" was a very. strong release back in 1994. Then was a
"Troltaar” MCD, which gained this deal.

This time pagan prodaimers devastate the ears for over an hour, mercilessly
proveking the consdousness. Quite wondering is 1o hear rather another sound,
absdlutely not identical to what they. did in the past. Precbably Dan Swano's
studio created the other spectre of distortion, but the band itself added new
oolours to their majestic and monotorigus compositions. I'd say it's not so one
sided and mind blowing, but it has more “wgrious soundscapes through the dise
with shamanistic rituals, female and malg clean vocals and as aways -
acoustics. it means that earfier ANCIENT: primitivity is at least deadened, but it's
stil great in some tracks ("At The Infernal Porta", “Song Of Kaiaphas'). it's great
10 go through conceptual lyrics, based on “The Book of Nod*, telling about the
darkest side of Caine's legend. in generdl, Lord Kaiaphas uses lots of Anfique
experience {0 express his-ideas...

Obviously the black metal album of the highest level, so why shauld you miss
it?

ANCIENT WISDOM

"For Snow Covered the Northland"

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

Another bm project from Sweden with members of NAGLFAR {Jens and
Andreas), even the latter don't mention about their appearance in AW, Music is
slow, cutting the edge of pure black metal. In spite cf that it's more doomy
version of the style without any outbursts of speed, uniike the rest of local pack.
Due 1o this calm mood, an impression of real winter music comes, however
typical it:may sound.

Disc indudes three non abum tracks - at least they're not named on the inlay
card,-and that's another riddle to & listener. Judging from a less polished scund
that-may be demo tracks, which happened to gppear on the disc. Then it turns
into 12 *tracker lasting for-60 minutes, and for some reason gels a bt
monotonous 10 the end. But &l in all these songs aren't worse than new Bnes
Just the style of ANCIENT WISDOM ain't that fully expansive, and the band does
quite less to make it lively. They better leave the songs as they are - pnmmve
siow, melodious, melanchdlic, quite S(aiqht forward.

Sorme influences of BURZUM, at their Seiwest, don't make honour 1o AW, et it
isn't the prior idea - music is warth of Mster mg Wit for the sophomore output
soon.

ANGEL CORPSE

"Hammer Of Gods"

OSMOSE

Me loves od records of POSSESSED, SODOM and especialy MORBID
ANGEL! Those hordes surely were metal engines a decade back - who can
question that? ANGEL CORPSE thus:is the child bomn of that influence flowing.
Bom just in late 1995, and already with a record! This is typical for OSMOSE
new signed bands though. But this case with American three piece is ancther
story - Pete Helmkamp is like a megnet attracting the negative forces. | sfif canrt
believe that primitive -outfit ORDER FROM CHAOS had a stunning carrier, and
now again this happens - ANGEL CORPSE follow the steps.of the leader Pete
Gene Palubicki and John Longstreth join him, and hell ves - they do much
better music. than OFC did. Not as masterly primitive as. POSSESSED, not as
harsh as early MORBID ANGEL, but well - in that vein. Orily thelr tracks aré as
like as two peas - that's different from ancient pioneers! Not the plus for the
band, as well as voice of Pete is (in fact | never was his throat's fan - that might
be only my problem). But the idea is coot and complimentary, just some more
effort to be extreme and various at the same time!

ARCANA

"Dark Age of Reason”

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

Can't understand where Karmanik and crew get those new talents from?! Just
two persons in a whole, and make su:wonderful refreshing symphonies. To
name it music is the same as to cal catt e mouse. And it is Smply one more
fabulous work from rotten pigs factory.

ARCANA is formed exactly by Peter Pettersson and Ida Bengtsson, both using
their' harmonious vorals. As Ida is & professional singer, she brings.an entire
choir to contribute on some tracks. Damn, her own voice is great, with somowfuf
atmospheres, deep tone. They create those magical composttions using
medieval melodies and dark approachy; which still gives a very own melencholic
surrounding 1o the pack.

Earlier ARCANA had contributed to Several compilations and this debut dbum
is their next step. So the start is more than comvinging, just great! To compare it
with PUISSANCE, for example, it's more eolourful, symphonic and maybe easier
acceptable. And that means ARCANA have an own approach to ambient music
Get the dark age for $20 {LD)/$24 (LP),

ASGAROTH

“The Quest For Eldenhor”

NEW GOTIA-REQUEM/REPULSE

What a cute surprise is this five song MCD of the Spanish newcommers, even
they use quite typical moricker to shape thér musical ideas. Actualy
ASGAROTH s formed of only Lord Lupus {voc/bass) and Mythrial (guitars/keys),
plus they use a drum machine alftogether.

In fact it's the first Southern European bm ouffit which might get rather
internationat attention in the nearest future. So far Spanish bands were pretty
much trendy and without any slightest hint of originality. What about ASGAROTH
- Its music is stil heard somewhere {guess where!), but with an own identity,
perfect sense of decent musical formaityyet as wel with a space to dwell, It's
siow black metel, melodious yet quite’: dramatic, with vocals reminding
EMPEROR, and some narative speeches. *usic is pretty much in "First Spell”
era of GEHENNA, but more dramatic, as | mentiongd.

This combination of calm and dramatism impresses, | swear. Surprisingly it's
the first recording of them. Recommendable!
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ATARAXTA

"} Fantasma dell'Opera”

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

Why the hell | haven't noticed this project eadier?! ATARAXIA is from Haly,
creating & beautitl mysterious operetic symphonic music, having in- their
collection 4 CDs and one 10"EP already, but still not gaining the recognition they
surely deserve! All material so far was released in two years time, and this fifth
album counts the third year.

Me remembers no other union with such challenge, especially when s
acoustic/synth music, where you won't find any metal or heaviness. The main
creator Francesea:Nicali {known from vocal extravaganza in MONUMENTUM's
debut) handles® &l female” voices Wnfing &l lyrics, fiite and éven™ drimm
programming while..it's. included. She has~amiazing-voice, -and if - you -heéard
MONUMENTUMyou'll. agree. ATARAXIA emphasize. even . huder scale of
emotiondl singig which is- supported- by the scundword -of . dreamland.
Sometimes it gets dark, but incllides the mystery. Get it for your W realizaticn
paint your own piciures of ATARAXIA
As the tile syggests this is concept album: based on-the Leroux book “Le
fantome de ['Gpera". Everyone: knows. pop symphany on that same plot by
Ch.L Webber, tqo, I's possitie to compare the two { like both this is-darker.
and maybe more sincere, what means you ean't live without it Includes Kate
Bush cover "Withering Hefghts"t

ATMAN

"Like pure unawaited Magic"

NEW GOTIA-REQUIEM/REPULSE

Back metal-from. Spain;.a. debut album of the outfit which name isn't heard
vefore, Scandinavian. sodnd, “quite-poorly played materia technicaly wise, and
mixed no better... Not the- sweetest-picture, counting-al these thousands of new
CDs, which bring anything new or ateast strong.

Can't say AIMAN is a shit, but bandwagon jumping:with-added female: soprano
vocals does:not crash me at.al. - it's not.harmoniously combined, and. the
recording destroys everything-good left in-this creation. Soprario vocals are to0
foud, blacky "screams are” fost” somewhiere. in “the mist” of rioisy hitim
massmurder- {moreover the screamer- is-very -average, nopersonality at .all).
Keyboards create that gloominess, but can't save ATMAN'S work from dwelling
down info the quickly forgotten albums cathegory... Only. "Martyrs, Blasphemizers
and The Sigk" track is worth of mentioning.

My dance was fixated with more attention: to- philosophicd, vet -easy
understandable fyrics, which aren't any black metd cliche, but more comparable
to the mind of dreamy poet or Writer-with.his own world. Worth to go thru. Bist
music: gin't.

AT THE GATES

"Slaughter of The Sodl"

EARACHE

CGuestion: how could they do something not worth of adering after so impasing
© year career? lts-impossible as far as those fve masterminds of metal
dadicate themselves fo the creativity, not the aloums making.

"Saughter of The Sou" was--another, fourth matured opus. Like: three
predecessors it had an own point, réal identic manner, and that's why. 34 minute
effort has come out as a pure briliant in death metal jewelry. Youhave never
heard ATG fike. this: with direct emotional scream outs, cutfing rhythm almaost af
the time, and (surprise!) so low tuned recording, -rompaning o the older works
This element does fit the concept - mind that beeswarm riffing-has gore, there's
more of traditional raw death metal, while memarable melodies are as always
crushingly heart-breaking!t! Yep. melodies and hundredth time praised by me, of
curse) Tompa with his unrepeatable chainsaw cries still firmly point it's
ATG.

The album, having in mind its concept, is'eompletely constructed, as
every next 'song s like a continuation of the previous, being it a fast
fuck up, acoustic break or flat death metal following. The end, "The
Flames of the End” precisely, hds a total meaning of the platter - into
netherworld it feads

S, Fwas sfightly disappainted that Tompa complately has dropped his
impresionistic yrics, and has rather taken over the other topics. But the
suicidal concept stands on its own - ATG does not; like' to repeat
themselves. The final comment - PYZDEC,

AVULSED

"Camnivoracity”

REPLLSE

There's rio need to present the same release dor the third time,
especially that it sucks mare or less. Rereleased on €D, "Camivoracity"
includss eight bonus tracks, reccrded fve in 1995, already with new
members, yet the tracks are ofd, written before "Carnivoracity in most
cases, AVULSED perform "As | Behold | Despise” of DEMIGOD and
"Matando Gueras” of BRUJERIA - those two tracks make the whole
record a bit more various and acceptable. But as a whole it's not worth
of buying unless you're a fan of AVULSED. Such straight forward primitive death
metaf:mekes no sense even to die hard kids. One goed thing is that 50 minutes
albur costs as.an MCD - $10 from the label. Yat wait 2 bit i the detut ful
length.is out - if wili:be & head better.

AVZHTA

“Dark Emperors”

STORM

Black metal trend has obwiously reached the shores of Mexican qulf, and no
wonder the wave has taken the start in Scandinavia... Simply this form of eviiness

easlly reaches any shores, and only hell knows how tong this process will

continue.

AVZHIA was qulle lucky fo release a full length album down there, and this
might invoke another bunch of new outfits. Moreover the local STOPRM
Productions takes care on the atbum, so why shoud it all stop?

I'quess the trend can be stopped as soon as the music starts to repeat itself
And exactly "Dark Emperors” seam very very typicd release with pure clowning
of Norwegian and Swedish bands. In spite AVZHIA make it quite cool and the
production s surprisingly good, they lack the identity very much. The same
known cliches, heard riffs and 'm in trouble - to recommend this or not.

To be honest, in “Immortal Spifit" at last some cool ideas do appear and the
next, tifle track has its charm t0o - that's the point of real creation!! The band
must strive for it, not fo foilow blindly what has been done already.

Anyway, try this CD (817, cassette version costs $12) as | have  positive
apinion about their future, Al in all.

press

BALLBUSTER magazine #1 (52B4)

Let's start our massmurder tornvrip/orush critidzing section with American
almost the tiggest metal magazine, which is distributed both in underground and
official markets. That's perfect for the editor and his contributing crew (there are
many of them), as the rag gets enough of response from the whole country and
also from many other lands. So "Balibuster” takes over metal spectre and covers
almost 2l styles (popular in States) which are not commercial. Many big names,
quite a few underground stuff, but the main thing - the biggest attention is given
10 hard'n'heavy music.

Let's see... GRIP INC,, JADED HEART, THE ORGANIZATION, Joey Vera, ROXX
GANG, MASCARA, FIABA, FATES WARNING, STRANA OFFICINA, MY OWN
VICTIM, BROKEN HOPE; WIDOWMAKER, GREAT WHITE... What would you say?
Very wide: end-in -depth:reviews - obvieugly they. are. written by. masters, only
seem furny when they write-about the- music- they .can't understand - that which
is very usual for you,-my readers.(teath, melodic, gothic;*biack metd). Then
those reviewers make very silly-conclusions. But I'm.sure I'd do the same if
someons asked me to review any-hip-hop metal_dise. it must be-available for 5
biuxx fromrthe editors address:

BALLBUSBTER magazinie #2 (58B4)

Next issue which s alréady-available from-our- distribution service (10 Lt -
Lietuvole, 5 USD =-for-the world), and another wall of artists-and  thelr works
commented. -Again-it stiows how: proféssiondl this magazine is, and that Jong
time-heavy. metal buddies, experienced in-what they are doing, have written.this,
ft's fuli :of-varicus ‘gems and controversial’ scundscapes. Features morg teath
metalll [RON" MAIDEN, ANTHRAX, HELLOWEEN, TROUBLE, SACRED PEICH,
PARADISE LOST, "SEPULTURA, GWAR, "CRISIS, MASQUERADE, EBruce
Dickinson, NAPALM-DEATH, MMOLATION, CANNIBAL CORPSE, BATHORY.
NOVEMBRE:.. that's not all for sure

Thefaypatof this is neat, with coloured cover, rice lettering, graphics, even the
paper inside isn't the most qualiiative. But interesting taks and unheard stores
are much mere worthy, Order!

BESTIAL DEVOTION zine #1 (76A5)

Bebut issue, so not good-but more amatewrish. The questions are quite
primitive and they repeat in-almost-every interview.. 1t kils your wish 1o enjoy the
Zne. Only for information taking this is ok, ‘but for deeper look into the music's
atrocity and afraction there is no room.

Anyway, zine has:Coloured cover and surprisingly good layout for A5 formal,
and will give. you many ways-to choose from dozens of unions. featured:
NAHASH, APOLLGON, BHAOBHAN SIDHE, EVOL, HYBRIS, DARKSEED, BLACK
FUNERAL, DEFLESHED, ‘CEREBRUM, SCHIZO, CENQTAPH, NECROMASS,
MORTAL  GOD, CALVARY, NEOLITHIC, NERGAL, FUNERAL ORATION,
WILLOWISP, {ESMEGOR, GRAND BELIALS KEY.. to name but a few. I's
avallable from ! edo Takas" address for 10 L5 USD - try out

CALMANT magazine #3,(32A4)

For $4 you get & purple mixture of different kind of sounds, ranging.from metal
1o industrial and‘even techno-music. Féatures MISERY.LOVES CO., GHOSTORM,
VENUS FLY TRAP ALLEGIANCE, CATHARSIS, . THE MOBILE MOB FREAKSHOW,
Dave Scotl, PITCH SHIFTER, MASS PSYCHOSIS; DJ Saga... The wiiting styleof
Sahius is personal, with Kinda arrogant ouiook to aimost-everything (at least he
likes something very much - then his sharp stingray turns into” sweet. kiss):
Sometimes the reader might-get bored by his angry attitude and-neverending
reproches. Cther than that - editor is innovative with layout graphics, various
fonts, semi-tones - it really impresses:and can be a gocd example, especialty for
those industrial/mechanic layout type lovers. Only the text is very-small in some
places - it's not very attractive to read it up you know!

By now Sautius firished his new issue, so inguire dbout it
more experimental and different from the predecessor.

- it might be even

CHAQOS REIGN magazne #1 (36A4)

Not worth of purchasing rag, even it has some decent names inside (LEICIDF,
INVOCATOR, MACHINE HEAD, ASSAIL, SLAYER, PROGRESS Records,
EMANZIPATION Productions, DOMINUS, SACRIFICIAL, KONKHRA, FORBIDDEN,
IDIOSYNCRASY, AUTUMN LEAVES, MALEVOLENT CREATION). The idea of live
interviews ain't bad; bt when you have such names. and youing zine maker, it
doasn't work, Their answers are quite arrogant or at least careless...

What about the review section, it sfiows even bigger amategrism of the editer,
s there Isn't any need to go thru them indeed. Layout is terrible - absolutely no
packing, so you read the enfire magazine up in colple of hours. s copied: so
phatos aren't that fult of quality too.

Can't really recommend this, though the prize is $5. You must do something
more memicrizable, guys!

DEPRIVED zine #3 (80A5)

A small thicker from kelend with & cod whiting and arguments. Take notice
three people contribute here, and one of them is Antoinette - the right hand of
Ms Tiziana (MISANTHROPY Rec.). Exactly her interviews and especially reviews
are special. You cant feel the difference betwezn male and female writing style -
Antoinette fays down her dreamy thoughts, giving for the reviewed band another
colour, like you cen listen and notice what's new fram that review is said about
the music. ‘Another guy-is Brian and he contributes quite interesting material
either.

Many bands inside - many goed ares too: BURZUM, FLEURETY, IN THE
WOODS. .. DARKTHRONE/ISENGARD, MORPHOSIS, IMMOLATION, DECEMBER
MOON, MALEVOLENCE, - BENEFITS FORGOT, INVERTED, FIFTH DOMINION,
EVEFDARK, DESECRATION, DARK WHITE, CERNUNNOS, ESOTERIC.: Many
addresses and shortnfo worth of attention;-only-A5 size.doesn't let this zine
shine the most brightly. Bui order it even with this size - it's the choice of editors!
We sell it for 10 Lt {Lietuveie)/5 USD {world).

DESECRATION OF VIRGIN magazine #1 (4044)

A strange desire of the editor to feature outfits from "exctic” lands as he call
them. He counts Brazi, Celombla, Russia, Singapore, Venesuela, Cuba.
Anyway, the concept is rare and original for German freak - he seems to hate
local metal underground. About styles featured - black and death dominate,
though not only. As well not only “exotic” bands appear (especially in reviews:
HELLSPAWN, {TMOS, GENOCIDIO, LOUCYFER, AVERNO, UNCANNY, FUNERAL
URN, PRIMIGENIUM, CALVARY DEATH, NECROMASS, AMEN CORNER,
FOHORT, DEATH VOMIT, BESTIAL WARLUST, KRUEGER, MEDIUM. .

Yet the layout is very poor - it's simply amateurish. Moreover strange is that
Zne is printed in typography on glossy peper. Thai may attract some more
readlers though. ff you dlso Iike Brazilian metal - order "Desecration Of Virgin® for
the usual price from "Ledo Takas” addregs.

FEAR OF LIFE magazine #4 (40A4)

Yet ancther masterpiece from Holland! One of my favourite magazines, 2 it's
written simply, comvincingly, decently, and fayouted even better!l Arco must get a
job in any officlal Dutch mag. for his neat work, objectivity and dedication to the
scene. He manages to find some exceptional bands and artists witn their works
to feature. From musical side it's ELYSIAN FIELDS, TRISTITIA, ABIGOR, ABSURD
EXISTENCE, PAVOR, THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL, NAGLFAR: from painters of
horror and bizarre - Juha Vourma, Jochem Bult, Denis Grr, Mike. All of them
share their mysteries of wark/art (call it how you like!), and the editor just puts his
test effort to give the whole info necessary for that matter, He also is open
minded when you glance at review section (even some part of them are too
short). To cutit simply - just the excellent effort, and everyone must experience
it.

Get from-qur address for only-5-buxx, Lithuarians pay 10 L& Youll get-glessy
coloured cover as well:

INITTUM magazine #9 (3844)

A cool zine from France, after a long hiatus again on the stage and the best so
farl Editor Fabien likes thrash, death-and. grind, and-that is- telt yknow! Inside:
ANCIENT  RITES, IMMOLATION, THEGDICY, EXHUMATION, KATAKLYSM,
GUTTED, WARLORD, MALEDICTION, DARKSIDE, GUTWRENCH, FLESHCRAWL.,
NOCTURNAL RITES, NIGHTMARE VISIONS, THY:NATURE... And many short
articles plus tons.of in depth reviews. There's also Slovenian-stene report; ads
and other goodies usual for underground publication. Layout'is infsligent, even
the mag, is xeroxed it looks fice with clear photos, logos and Soluiis filed with
info;"Available for $5/10 £ {Ligtuvoje) from us,

KOD 7ine #4 (4045}

Poor: Polish fanzine, butnof the: freshest issue, so.maybe it hag improved since
then. This fourth ish. seems like the first "Brainstorm”, so {'d bétter not eritisize it
Though written in English"and style is better. But amaleurish, tidf an hour read
up. TEMPERANCE,  FURBOWL, BIRDFLESH, REGREDIOR, ARSURDUS,
ASYSTOLE, Irish scene report,” PARRICIDE, FUNERAL: CULT, some dozens of
teviews. Ask for price if interested.

METAL-CORE zine #20 {4284)

Strange-people those Americans are.-Editor of this zine Ctvis Forbes (e is a
manader of MMOLATION by the way) stands o his very odd opinion that fanzine
must look ugly. He uses no phatos, no logos, o graphics, no fayout in factt Just
separate pages of pripted material (than hell, net with typewriter! - or what is the
difference?). Wow! Cover page has & photo of HORROR=OF HORRORS!
Unbelievable.

But again and again - if the written material is good, it tlows away all layout
whims! Chris is experienced variter, so his chats are exceptional, And |really mean
thatll Not much of them: mentioned HORROR OF HORRORS, -METAL
MERCHANT Records, USURPER, "Voices From: The Dirkside" zine, - ELFGY
distribution, WITCH-HUNT. But | never read so in depth interesting tak: o
Zine!! Gy of that it's reccomended! $4.

METAL-CORR zine #21 (5084)

Again the same, but with another fori o the cover page!! A progr
cool fucking enjoyable interviews  cortiinue!l WILD  RA y
Wegner/PELAPGE Recards, GODSEND, DEATHRUNE, "Subversive Aqend " Zing,
“Cursed" zine. Wanna.mention in this review the review (there are-tons of them)
style of Chris. He fikes short notes on every record or tape, but in cpposite 12
many: athers he gets the point very professionally, describing the
can o thru the record and get turther ideas, Just periect way for those whe hite
long reviews but want the real hot true info on the music. Try this poorly packed
magazing, as it's written wisely. Price - the same,

MIGHTY magazine #9 (2444)

The first-spht issue of two Danxuh magaznes
oovering AT THE GATES, SEFTIC FLESH, THE-GATHE
ORPHANAGE, MORTIS (quite shameful, hal) N THE W
SENTENCED, DISSECTION, MORBID ANGEL. What about th I can't get the
position of the editors - if you think infie is answered bad, don't print it at all, bt
not make clowns trom the bard, As well I'm still rof 54 d with poor reviews
{can't name it like that - t's just album fitle and two words written;. Ni wonder as
beth quys never written a decent review. s a big miaus

But inferviews are informative, layout is desivatle, ‘many logos and photos,
colour caver.. A long US scene report is included, which is not usual at all. Orly
the mag is too thin for my taste. Obtain from “Ledo Takas" address for 10 L%
ush

NEAR DARK magazine #3 (42A4)

Layout is neat, the stutf compiled quite strangely, writing is with humeur, but ton
much personalized, By that | wanna say that many inties here are made with
friends trom the bands, and that's not the =ost exdting thing to read what they
have to say lor each cther about thelr drinks A fucks, Other thar that is pretty ok,
informing about many death/blackégothicidoom music. Maybe re ve foo
lousy written, and do rot explain what to drnwith one or other-material. DISOPGE,
ETERNAL OATH, MELEK TAUS, POCCOLUS, CHAINED:AND DESPERATE,
PROFANATUM,  VOMITORY, DISSOLVED, ERUG, “THE MARELE 100N,
OPHTHALAMIA, EINHERJER, ELACKSHINE, . BURIED BENEATH. DAMNATION,
LACRIMOSA, BESEECH. Not oo much? Maybe ot . But there could be more
packed writings. Fealures “bizarr epage” (pomo news) and srene repert rom
New Zealand. Avallable from our address for 10'Lt/5 LIED:

SBCREAMS FROM THE GUTTER magazinz #40 (5284)

Editer Dave-is an old wolf in‘the- underground scene, :making
years. That ieans this is something which can't be missed if ye
the decent professicnd cutlook 10 The music votitie: Both reviews and intervisws
are in depth, described with sense, exptaining why hie thinks in ane o other way.
Moreover, SFTG has many columns as specig wiite ups: "Hidden Labels" (this
time faatured UNISOUND Rec, "Elder word articles” (KING DHAMOND), seviai
kitiers stuff “When My Brothers L\e Sitent" (Albert Fizh)

Reviewed material includes a wide range of heawy music, but be sure this
concentrates on metdl most often. Infies are made with MORBID ANGEL.
CELESTIAL SEASON, SOLITUDE AFTURNUS, THE MEATMEN... Notice that all
the latest SFTG issues are distributed by LEDO TAKG PRODUKTA! fin Lithvaria
costs 10 Lty - ask about them and buy!

SCREAMS FROM THE GUTTER magazine #41 {4884)
Next Issue is of march'36 - agan wii: ll usual materials for thh (&
indude TESTAMENT, DESCENT Mag., U/THEDRAL, THE GATHER:
Azagthoth (very codl long talk with this monster!), FORBIDDEN, DISPLE
Rec., URLEnL, David Berkowitz as next drifler Hiller... This issue fis  better |




press

with some semi-tones in background. | bet Dave started to make his mag.
look betterl Still there're many better examples how the neatly styled
magazine must look, but not many can compete with this by writing
essentiality, what is the most important. For foreign people - get any of later
SFTG issues from "Ledo Takas" address for 5.

SCREAMS FROM THE GUTTER magazine #42 (4884)

Ha, this isuue is still better layout wise and already has those standards of
good looking mag.! | don't wanna say again that it's so necessary, but you
aways like to see a good shaped thing instead of xeroxed poor paper. The
editor hasn't lost sharpness of his pen & mind, stil noficing what is good and
what Is not in metal music biz. | sincerelly envy to Dave that he is able to
release his every next issue after three months - it's ke a miracle for me,
which seems never 0 come true..,

#472 describes what are the news in DISSECTION, MBR Records, MY DYING
BRICE (cood interview!), NIGHTFALL, DESPISE camps. Paul Speckman
speaks about his undergroundly spent vears, and the arficie on Ed Gein
summarizes this, reminding this is really SCREAM! Order!!

pazuzu

SHADOWS OF MICHELANGELO magazine #3 (34B4)
My first acknowledgement with SOM, the editor of which is Japanesse, but fives

in States and likes Furopean metal more than American (as he claims in this

magazine). Quite an odd example, so you are right supposing this is not the usual
fanzine. Moreover Dai fikes to summarize everything about metal movement, and
thal's quite rare in this zines' sea. Of curse his summaries are rather subjective,
but who the fuck doesn't have a right to make his own summaries and then
rompare? Ok, you'd better go thru it all yourselves.

DISSECTION, THE GATHERING, DERANGED, JOURNEY INTO DARKNESS,
DAMIAN CROSS, MEMENTO MOR!, GODSEND, DROGHEDA, CEMETARY, NILE,
EDGE OF SANITY, C.S.S.0., MY OWN VICTM and EMPERCR share their opinions
beside 300 reviews and mentioned articles. Layout, graphics are ok, even there
could be more photos for my taste. But anyway - top notch mag! Avalable from
“Ledo Takas" address for §5 (Lietuvai - 10 L1

SYPHILIS rewsieiter #3 (6A4)

After closing down his magazine Mika still can't breathe without some write-ups
and besides his distibution activities this man comes with this smaller. Some
hotlest news and a bucket of reviews are mixed with neat arficles on CRYSTAL

AGE, MORTAL AGONY, CALLENISH CIRCLE, and a deep interview with Finnish
blackster THY SERPENT. You'll get some info on SYPHILIS distro tao, 50 why ni
to check it out? Some 1RCs will bring it to you. Also a cauple of new Issues must
be out, as this #3 release is of wiriter '96.

THE UNDERGROUND newspaper #2 (20A3)

Wow! ft's something to scream ahout Maybe the best write up after “Tersorizer”
went commercial from UK, No wonder as many of the latter magazne's
rontributors qot a new job here: Nik Tumner, Andy Bennett, Chris Gambold, Fuss
Smith, and the editor is Reb Clymo. F'm sure most of you know thelr witing style
and neat materials/reviews fom earlier

This is newspaper, but including many nice graphics comparable to magazing
layoul. Ii's released by the bigaest UK distributor of independant labels - PLASTIC
HEAD. So be sure 10 read tp all ihe latest info on the highestly ranked labels &
bands. It's bimonthly - [ hald in my arms issue #2 of Sep'96, and the insida
includes ABSU, OPETH, INFERNO, SAMAEL, MERCYRUL FATE, DECAMERON,
GEHENNAH, G.BH., VARGAVINTER and MISANTHROPY Fecorcs specidl. The
best underground rag for swre, and take notice it's for frae! You need just to write
enclosing any IRC and get cne of 25000 copies.

tis a while now when metal market was firmly surprised by a strange
music performed with a help of synthesizers, effects and many vocak
orky, by mysterious project from Austria called PAZUZU - by the name
of Mesopatamian demon of deadly winds... Me iz nat the only one who
said "what ze hell - it's not metal!” back then, and was amazed further
on - such music can be no less evil or dark than heavy quitaming and
immense drumming. Guess what, PAZUZU has started this all a time
hefare it all got 16 pop out from every solly comer of the world - even
MORTIIS was a while later hegun! Absalutely | don't want to offend Mr.
Havard, just wanna say PAZUZU was a new experience for me with al
this dark/ambient music two years ago.

A bong time | had in mind this idea to speak ta them, and the chance
appeared after the new comoration, Austrian Black Metal Syndicate had
come to the daylight - they relsazed a compilation alhum of Austrian
hlack/dark bands which features one new PAZUZY track "The first
domirion - Renewal of Ages", which is 9 minutes long, as well. And

“none other than the soul of the band - Pazuzu, stands behind this less-
talked-about Syndicate. He disclozed same secrets for us, and told first
of all that new alurn of his project is almast ready - the artist suppased
o enter the studio in April, yet to our knowledge the alui till not out
{end of November). According to Pazuzu, ABMS is not a label, and he
works far DARK MATTER Records, which is a sublabel of SING SANG
Records (a major Austrian label) - that's it who released that compilation
cated "Norici Obscura Pars”, featuring unreleased PAZUZU, GOLDEN
DAWN,» PERVERTUM, TRIFIION, VUZEM and KNECHTE DES
SCHRECKEN this is his zide propct) material and will release new
PAZUZU alhum. GOLDEN DAWN also warks on the album for his label.

So further on read up please the thoughts of Pazuzu himself.. 've
caught him on gne gloomy moment of eternity:

-{ foel pretly well, its pretty early in the day and the sun is shining
thraugh the veil of the cold. Thanks for asking, how are you?

| was asking how he's doing, 50 that's his contraquestion. | was doing
ok by that time, t66... Now I'm not that sure as I'm thinking on all those
toubles which delay my magazine's release.. Anyway, the time
between debut “And ab was Silent.” CD and recent activities of
PAZUZU wasn't @ waste - a band was strong enough dl that time.

and all was Silent..." was the first CD release of an ABMS biand, =0
we were prelly unexperienced. n thase days, anything sounded alight
1o Us, we were eager 10 release a CD as quickly as possible. Now of
course we are more experienced, we have more knowledge and
\herefare, we look back at those times and simile, But tam still proud of
that release... it has become a fegend. T'm not sure what you mean by
the second part of your question, but PAZUZU has always been a Hand
foundert on strength anct dark emations.

AL some paint they can be ldbeled & a projeet or blasphemous

athering, while cn the cther hand PAZUZU it a hand. The fretster

2

-PAZUZY & iny main band, Protectar and Sllenius, the other twa
ambers, are both active in their own bands, namely SUMMONING,
ABIGOR and the mighty DIE VERBANNTEN KINDER EVAS. For me
PAZUZU i a union of us three, who, when the time comes, get together
to unite their dark tunes and lyfics. So you see, to me it's a ull time
band and to the others a kind of project. PAZUZU has akways been a bit
different.

Next thing s surely about the cornpasitions of new PAZUZY - that
spedific darkness, created by the black souls,

-Sure, the music will he partly in the vein of the first albbum (4th track),
very baroque and partly medieval. But | also composed some sangs
that sound a hit like AGHAST or the "Eraserhead’ soundtrack. Total dark
feeling. There will be about 10 tracks. This tire | will make sure that |
get a gaod sound, seeing that | will use the DARK MATTER/SING SANG
Stucdios, which are teally professiond. Late of classical musicians ke
Jose Carreras (1! - T have recorded here. | will inchude lats of effects
and samplez, etc, and naturally there will be a female vocalisl. s stll
unsertan it Emprass Lilith wilt appear apain... Cf course the lyrics and
cancepts wil be in the dark vein. ! think our fans won't be dizappointed.

Auctian Black Metal Syndicate sounds threatening, but is it really
another inner circle, political, occult or religious organization? Frontman
tells about its activities

-The ABMS i3 juzt a manicker under which the Austrian Dark Hardes
have gathered. We are not anather inner circle. We alf have our ideas
and we dll lve our lives. The ABMS is in the same time the contact
address for PERVERTUM, PAZUZU, TRIFIXION, VUZEM and KNECHTE
r HRECKEN. 1 lead the ABMS, and | keep an eye an the Austrian
underoreund and help to promote goad bands.

its time to step hack for leaming tistory, but not Austrian hictory, yet
rather PAZUZU small development, since the start.

PAZUZU was an idea thal was bom about 2 years ago. Silenius,
Protector had composed some songs, and asked me if | wanted to do
some Wrics and vocak. | agreed. The main idea behind PAZUZU was 10
create a completely new genre of music within the black metal scens. |
thiri we succeeded since PAZUZU was he first band to do this type of music
within the bm scene, long before MORTIS or WONGRAVEN, efc.., The ABMS
wil aways offer something new and origingl. We then recorded the first and
only demo "The Urilia Text!, which we sent out o jst a few labels. Metdlion
then contacted us and offered a deal, He loved PAZUZU's music, although the
demo quaiity was really bad. We then recorded "And all..", the rest is history.
The second alhum is now ready to come out on DMR. | decided to change
label, because | can keep an eye on everything, since | work at the label
{promation, sound... elc).

t remains strange to me why Metalion decided to sign the band, as HEAD
MOT FOUND didn't have any band like that anymore!! [t must have been some
kind of exception

-Ithink { answered that in the last question. Metalion is a great and important
guy in the metal underground. His label is a great label, and | never had
prablems with the distribution, VOICES OF WONDER. Hall Metalion! I'm not
really informed about the musical taste of Metaion, but | don't think he minds
goth hands...

Even 6 vocalists appeared on the abum, and it was a new thing too. Vocal
variation obviously gave a huge ambience to the whole, So all ideas were
expressed, trying different styles of singing.

The vorals never were really planned. We racorded the music and then
when we recorded the voices, we et ourselves fose. We interpreted the yrics
just a3 we felt at the moment. That was the best way to do it That was the
closest | ever fell 1o being possessed. it was weird. | think the voices make up
alot of the ambience.

Another part of expression within the band are keyboards and effects There
are plenty of them, each sounding as @ helluva special thing! There should
have been ot just the modern equipment, but ideas to fulfit that experience.
Pazuzu reasons:

-PAZUZU's first album was very loaded with effects and sounds, whereas the
second album wil be done with a lot more mefodies and harmonies... | use 2
Korg X5 keyboard and a computer sequencer by Steinberg 1o compose the
basic music. The sounds and effects come partly from my keyhoards
soundbanks, my own creations or samples that are stored here in the studio.
So the faciliies | have are pretty mode, yes. Effects are and always wilt be
very Important. | am influenced! by mainly myself. When | fedd like composing, |
Just do so. It comes aut of my soul tivough my fingers into the keyboard,

PAZUZU support & rontinue black metal philosophy. As welt Pazuzy itsef
should have been a true inspiration. Tae main man of the band shares his
ouflooks on that matter:

These days one can't really 52y what bm philosophy is. To me bm must be
an antirdligious music, maybe even a anic. But it in the common
sense. Satanism to me isn't a religion, it's just a way of iving and feeling. Satan
s 2 melaphare, symbolising all the obscure things in man, | grew up with a ol
of the Chinese mythology and cceultism, since my mother is Chinese. So | had
a very oroad source of influence throughout my life. To me bm has nothing to
dn with stupid earthbound politics.

As mentioned Pazuzu takes part in another praject as well. it's a different
expertence for him!

-Yes, indeed | play n a band called KNECHTE DES SCHRECKEN, together
with Necros, the guitarplayer of PERVERTUM. There | play bass and handie the
yacdls. We do black metal from our souss. if's music influenced by the older
bm acts. I's pretty cool playing there, since Necros and me are the best
buddies. We released two tracks on the ABMS compilation CD, namely "My
Empire in Etemity” and "The Wrath of the dying Sorcerer”. Chegk it out., 1fs
different 1o PAZUZY, since 1 can give way to my feelings by means of the
tyaical bm style. t's nothing really original, but it's from the heart.

Me wonders why the lyrics weren't printed with "And all was Sient...", as il
must have been an ultimate experience - they're written in several languages
Maybe they wanted to keen them only for themsehves?

-The booklet of the first €D is ancther thing. It was made really quickly,
without thought. | wanted lo print the yrics. The second CD will feature the
lyrics, since they are an important part of the music

| asked also about contacts with ancient powers whilst meditating &
performing those bewitched chants and incantations. Yet this answer did
disappainted me...

-Not rezlly.

One mare time glancing at Empress Lilth | can swear she is one of the most
beautiful ladies I've ever seen (Egle, ka pasakysi?l), at least in photol It might
have been a reason they decided to depict her on the CD sleeve..,

-She used to be my girffriend. Truely she is very beautiful. We decided to
depict her probably for that reason. You den't find pretty women in the metal

SAMAEL "Passuge”
Menacing atmosphere & fury i 3 guest fo conuer alf!
Phusie most diversyiork to date,

MOONSPELL "trreligions” 3
Combining dark arrangements with stark gothic buauiy.

A stunning masical progrossion for this yousg Portnguese hand.

v . 8 o
ROTTING CHRIST "Triarchy Of The Lost Lovers
Unielenting soul grinding matal From ¢ fineat!
Debuting their most disholicat putenial for Century Black.

Wite u tor a Irae cataiog I i
‘packad wi mare lhies and Ihe lowast prices)

14634 1 B, #3239
Sarta Monica. CA 90404 UB.A,
£l 12l S senurymmdia.com
Seb Shie: hipJvermiaThIymedis.com

genre aften
Well, that might be a topic tor discussion, though.. Bur we with Pazuzu
jsave it far other time as thal's already the end of this chat. So my
coacuter states ahout ABMS and related things

“We will always try to create qood mugic and 2tay arigined Till now : think
we succeeded. Behald our new release:; out our compilation
CD. Here' address; DARK MATTER Records, Lothringenstr. 2
1030 vienna, Austria, Thanks far your zupport and akl the bes
SAD. -




Their comeback was-done coupla years ago, with the release
of a well known D.S.FA. Records compiiation album "Parade of
the Underground” where once legendary & popular outfit
presented its new tiack "n Motion (part |)" logether with a new
female vocalist Anneke van Giersbergen. At time 1t was quite
surprising to see THE GATHERING without any male voice, but as
far as "Mandvlion” showed itself the idea worked perfecty, so this
hand did returned the old blown away fame - all this year after
the "Mandylion” release was a pure success with album's great
reviews and not that small tours flowing... Take a look lo THE
GATHERING's inside through the views of Anneke hersell - the
newest parson in thelr ranks..

-Hello Anneke! How are you doing personally & what's up with THE
GATHERING since the beginning of 19967

-Hil Well, personally 'm doing very ok! Most of my time of
course | spend with the activities of THE GATHERING... Since the
beginning of 1996 everything has gone so fast! We're doing all

the gathering

the good things and we play a lot, and we learn also a great deal
in this weird "music word".

-Did you have any tour for "Mandyfion® support? How was it like for
you? It was the first time with heavy touring?

“We did a lot of shows in Holland 1o promote the "Mandylion”
album, about 50, but our first tour (with MOONSPELL) was
through Germany, and that was good, but we all got very tired,
both physically and mentally, very heavy for us,

“What was the aim of *Stange Machines” MCD? You hod some
umreleased fracks & wished them to have on (0? Or it was just @
promational release fo spread a word cbout your latest full length?

-The single "Strange Machines” was indeed meant to boost up
the seling of the "Mandylion" album, and it had also two tracks
live, but they were also songs from "Mandylion”. The single
actually made it into the Dutch charts!

“You're the latest person to join this quite old outfit. How was it like to
hegin working with those musicolly matured guys? Did you know them
earlier?

-| didn't know: THE GATHERING before | joined the band, but
musically and personally we're on the same level so it all went
very naturafly and:good
-1'd evenlike'to ask: have you listened to heavy music, let's sy, five
s go? Howdo you.like THE GATHERING first two abbums? Which
one is better?

Vs 've bearvlistening to heavy music before, actually | was in
a speed metal bang called SEVENTH EPISODE, but also in a

Jazz/blues duio; but | like metal - METALLICA, SLAYER, FAITH NO
 MORE::that kind:of stuff.. And | fike THE. GATHERING albums

also. especially “Always". | think that "Almost A Dance is good
BUt | don't think thé voice fits this music, but it is good also on its

G
* . You'te the fifth pesson in the band behind the mic! Aren't you afraid to

be not.that long-time vocalist as well? Or it simply doesn't bother you?
Whet do you think on gatlier singers of the band?

{'m pot going.anywherell We'llke it now as it is... luckily! They
have & now sister and + have five new brothers!! | liked the singer
Barl Stnits from "Aways" - ‘he's good, and the female Marieke
on "Always’:

Tl please, did you have any musical development earlier? | believe
you ysed 4o sing Tn-chorus or samewhere like that...

ve had-music/vocat lessons for 10 years now and I've been
toing various things with music, and yes - | began to sing in &
cholr.

~One moré questian about your vocal duties. Do you think they ideally
fit the ‘misic of THE GATHERING - it's still harsh & heavy enough!
Wouldn't:you like to moke something very own, to release your awn
alhim or st to make some yout own songs?

- Making:music with THE GATHERING is very satistying for me

now butthere s so much more music than metal or whatever we
make: So.for row it's great, and all the members (aithough we
dont have mueh:aime teft) are involved in other projects, just to
g ot there are other musical sides... | make my own music
0.

Where do you consider the band o stand: in metal row or in more
atmospheric/space music shelves? Are you always happy what others
wite & make you fit your vocals in? | mean it's sometimes quite heavy,
with double bass drumming, and somefimes - just the opposite...

-We don't really think about and care where we belong in
music. As long as you feel you're making good music that makes
you feel better. What I'm saying is: If you put us in & corner, that's
alk, but we don't focus on that,

-1 really wonder by the fight, kinda flowing manner of your lyricst You
should be really dreamy (but | wan't say pensive) person. Maybe that's
only your contributians to the music? Tell us what's the process of
witing the lyrics all about!

-My rics are my everyday ife, and whet | feel s what's on
paper.. Sometimes | dream it and | wake up and wite
everything down, and sometimes | see, hear, smell something
and get inspired. It's wonderfull If you feef rotten, and you write
all that stuff down, you lose some of that shitty feeling and you
can go on....

-To contine with that, | also find out some basic topics in your poems:
dreams, wondering, love, unknown dimensions & wish for them! It
makes me think you're so usual & thoughtul person as other chosen
people, but on the othet hand - so individual & unrepeatable...

- feel, and everybody has feelings. It's just - how deep are your
feelings, and what do you want to do with them. | like to explore
what's inside my head, cause there's definitely something in it It
also makes it sometimes hard for me to comprehend it af, but..
that's also & challenge!

-Please tell some words on album cover concept - you use some
andent pictures & omaments as well as those masks in the background
- what do they represent? For me it's fike another side comparing to
your lyrics - | dunno why, ha...

“Wel, the artwork is used because we're simply interested in
this stuff. And it's beautifl. So that's it actually, we picked the
most beautiful ones out of a big book and the ones that would fit
the best with the yrics

It seems like this period in THE GATHERING's history is real fantastic
How do you think it can influence your later creation? Will it toke some
other foim or you have those patterns laid o while ago & don't want to
step aside at all?

-Everything influences w3, so of course this relative success
also. What we won't do is to make songs that we won't back up
and for just making money! Whatever happens, we wil go on
making our own thing .

~What is your opinion on the bumper thing which is such atmospheric
music nowadays, mixing any possible metal style with some much more
emotional stuff and even classic passages? Do you consider it as a new
musical dimension? Does it have a real potential?

You can mix everytiing with everything If you fike. If vou listen
to different music styles, you will obwviously hear it back in the
music that you make, 50 yes, it's a musical dimension which also
can change very quickly..

-For the end give some expectations to the future... And make us sure
that you read and support underground publications!!

-For the future, we would like, no, we're gonna make a new
album, hoping you alf wil like it againll And good luck to the
makers and the readers of your magazine! Thanks for having
ustl! .

It was Anneke with her own world and unique THE GATHERING
character, so let you give the necessary credit to the band's
originality and open mindedness!




the pentagram

Whe has appeared the first on earth: this sign or the man? It was
thought of by man, or it existed from these times when time and
space started to develop?

The symbal of great universal harmony, arrived up to our days thru
historic dust and will be ﬂyinq thru lines of darkness and fight into
etemity. e

Good or evﬂ”‘ﬁgﬂf ot dar fd@rkness Q[dqr or chaos, victory or death,
mind or- msamty gay ar mght ngqhon “ar profanation, Eastem star
or We};tem orie*iumfer ar Vend% Mary o me Satan or Holy
Tripity, microcos™ o

oF piag rei@eﬁm
damental quostions

are mat%m&tﬁrsg mbgmy D ﬁgt;gr m,symbos it wizards. Ancient Judeus
ca!ed ms\qsxgn; }'he §fear,e 8o{omgrwt s paying honour to this
King,  actordintyt. me a,,was & perfect as it's possible for a
mapin anms\ﬁtﬁ}re’gpe“ five: potnted star wés'a symbol of wise men
andanathemat[gans o&Pnhagor schoaf A ater on, when mason
lodge waS\estabhshmg, “Which was, fof uhiting universal bullders of
wisdom témpew the en[agram««became the symbol of this
brotherhood. Worth-is-net- 15 forget the red star of Kremlin (in
Moscow T) Fither.

So what's special in this symbol, used up to now for magic rituals,
rites of satanists and attribution of many musical bands.

Many authorsdonnremarrr hey involve any subjective position
towards h/;answer Qf gentagr --’hnd\ers anding. The essence is,
that yzfan ladk: lnto this St wnhoihgﬁubjectwe position of man
ont Amﬁ%etthcf manposs&se§ the® aer;tagram or it possesses
hi a pentagramor ne's upon effect of
- Ths sign:-as,we'l-see lateT, g well symbolizes the

f, Ig&ﬁ thef. rﬁemagram can symbolize as
ma wé 5 waltas mlrrnmsm inner world of man),
agg ajsg 1he mférsourse/gfwig\@m "Eveg,i practically used as
(ive ingtrument/of magicithis symbal has geleral aspects.

%\ﬁzgor why h,as’ fe ted«%mzngglc nymerology has expanded
the pentagrg’mxx o s Ngh combinatiens” of numbers: 5=2+3,
5=3+2; :59,4}1 5=1+4. Therg's*%basic philosophy of occult
pentagram‘h*these coliogtions;” We'l analyse each of them briefly.
The first combmatlon”b'“’?ﬂ means maybe mel for reader many
times negative pentagram. Having two acute apices above, it
idealically places in itself so called head of goat Mendes, which
symboiizes Satan.-Twor-homs..directed at the sky symbolize a
rebellious )dga of this demon.™

Taknng »macrocosmic, *, position, . “Which means  pentagram
cw(cumscnbedﬂth chole, {pircle? syfbol 8" ‘universe), there are two
apoces {(number 2) ralsed above, what meahs:dualistic perception of
thigworld. and-cont Mifholy Arinity. (nu:éber 3). In this position
the Worli s Tindisrst the"eclalty of hgm and darkness, and
Irmlty as the, mte\racu w«o opbesiles, whmh results the creation
owey end mat verse.,
doesn t»gavea mOﬂOIhEISM‘ qoﬂ rellglous submission
aﬂd‘prmmmes o, bé]lef"it Is-. (gied only® by Opposites’ interaction of
natdirgt, powers“ And it tod: 1+ provide. the principle of universal
goverring-by Gng pows, A

Taking the. sornbmahon s 342% “we have so called positive
pentagram, witfone- apex -aiGve. Macrocosmic position has an
obvious monotheistic or holy trinity rulling base. The ruliing of divine
trinity reflects in all religions, where one highest power rules and
holds in a balance the powers of light and darkness. That's a
religious perception of the world. It's a symbal of monotheism and
hierarchy. Just remember the Kremlin (which hasn't accepted any
universal religion except communism) red star

Expanding the microcosmic pentagram into 5=4+1 and 5=1-14,
as well we get positive and negative pentagrams, but they mean a
bit another matter.

Number 4 in accult philosophy symbolizes the nature, consisting of
four clements: fire, earth, watcr, air Number 1 symbolizes the

e

"

__the masses and the will of his personality melts in common will, but
¢+ 1§ congidered as good for.sogiEty.
¢/ % And.in"opposite, if asman gels:free: and fise his own wm5bove

 everything, he by & ming-and statehab 1o fsoiate hirself fro
'sme{y and rehgm, but |Is con5|dered evil i somety F‘

’ ) mtellectual person we' can flnd faulfs and

highest origin of consciousness, will, inteligence, ego, pure
consciousness or spirt. n that way the man consists of these five
elements.

Taking man as positive pentagram 5=1+4, we get wil, rulling four
natural elements. That's a man which is the master of his own
desires and senses. His motive power is only will, consciousness or
mind. It's a man, who acts by his own will

Taking in opposite way negative pentagram, we get an impulsive
man, which behaviour is rulled basically by external influence on his
physical origin. It's a man without will, cast by circumstances and
outer influences or directions. Cuz negative pentagram from
microcosmic position means unrylled madness.

Man is by its inner will selfdetermining, ereature, and he reacts to
the world as 1o the outs#de Both- ga evil he accepts as only
the reaction 1o ogner dotions’ n.: ta?{g sgrinning as much as
possible about.gvikand *cultvae’ it evj doesit touch him. But
when it happens;she shuts uﬁ%{ "ot and starts
re&stlr‘ig\byaﬂ means rmne n v

if a person ot in neganvg mlcrgcosrruc
lite, the eﬁﬁg@pproac%%gﬁf o ED
fails and dagradates’ A ma
penlagram. That.wds shéwn
century Papit o Was gxderimentt
For a subject; ad/mfo Fypnotic sem stic state, different
signs were showed, %%med ‘black: 001 white, sand things. The
reaction and impressions wefe “0bsErved. The pentagram was
among them. Positive pentagram was shining with a pleasant
reflection and atlractive azure shine. Negalive pentagram was
shining with an unpleasant and repulsive red shine. We can make
an unequivocal conclusion that a negative pentagram symbolizes
threat and evil, and positive rest and good.

The most interesting is to anayse deeper the man’s intercourse
with the world from philosophical position of this sign. it's seen that
a microcosmic pentagram of cpposite polarity ideally fits in the

wonofic clairvoyance.

middle of macrocosmic pentagram. it can't be another way as
microcosm and macrocosm are (he opposites, the intercourse of
which makes the balance.

Taking the case of 5=3+2--4+1, it's seen a fundamental position
of man's lfe. A furious refigious fanatic or energetic worker of
saciety can rcflect the extreme type of such people. Most often
lhey are grey persons or submissive professors of monotheistic
religion. They've got in the state of negative pentagram, rulled by
positive macrocosmic pentagram. Their wills and thoughts are rulled
"from above". Feeling quite safely in this state they lose the most
important freedom of personality. And got caught into nets of
elemal sweet Slavery service for "the supreme". Mosl often a
person who was in negative pentagram state for a long time and
hasn't found anather way out, simply delivers his own will for higher,
finding shelter and warmth.

On the other hand, taking the 5=2+3=1+4 case, completely
another view is seen. Of positive pentagram, acting by his own wil,
person stands in the middie of negative macrocosmic pentagram.
Out of that clearly is explained the fact that in front of a person wha
chose frecdom and who raised his will above everything, the world
tums its frightening dualistic horns.

There isn't any rufling or taking care will anymore. But a man stays
lonely in a severe opposed and threatening world for him. For
Survival he must fight for himself and rely onty upon himself.

Yes, that's actually frecdom, but who said that it is easy
accessible? Only the wardor can withstand on the way to freedom.
A man can't be free when he's overruled by common religious or
social mind, which is called eghregor in cccultism. He plunges into

%chh

bawaﬂy are: consequUences. of )efsona! past o §

IErSONAl-SHMY e s
“gppressing him. In this case the ideal symbol of magic warrior, who

rid off his past and seeks for freedom, would be a negative
magrocosmic pentagram {circumseribed with a circle), in the middie
of which there’s a five pointed star, the rays from its ends going into
one poin,

This five pointed pentagram with rays from the centre symbolizes
the magician who rid off his past and bad haracteristics.

Al magic traditions as Faster.as. we%*a%Westerrrﬁssert that a
man seeking for freedom cangofd on aganS\ dualistic pesmqn only
in such cendition, rid off his: past g

Using the pentagram f0r' practloal L}SG in ;na e, i serves a specxal
role of conductor or faﬁu@m&agsedam m&nm.m enégé,y
concentrated by a hé ‘ol witrHere effect-and-destinat deﬁ’énd

on the position of péntagram eaher o
Positive pentagram s a-. D@nduc 0sife: %efiﬂre)rgﬁrgm
dingss

analags of them ca mpathy
though. Yet it surely mm@pﬁ ingutgler o ne &Ne’””ﬁ“ Bgiey

Negative pentagram is’d conduofo’( of all nedative: {red) Energies,
such as aggression, anger ev{l, ﬁate, el Asulal or\,rs posifive. A
positive pentagram is used fo(‘eqtenng “Intd"contact vmﬁ deffies and
creatures of high inteliigence, as’ wellwv M ﬁﬁ? rifost often it's
used for protection from negative energiés ¥ negative creatures
of the dark. Yes, positive pentagrams protect from various
enchaniments and atlacking aggressive nalural powers during
rituals.

Different thing is a dangerous neqanve pentagram “With a help of
it i's possile to get in logEh with. dark creatu g
besides, it has offenswe,dwaractansucs Wats whyzso;neﬁmes it's
called the offensive pepldgram..As-4 br}ﬂgant scndactor of negahve
energies this sign can thange a
(magician who fultils tHie-rtuaf) int ther :
magician writes the 1 name of {hat )Prsnn in the A
if he puts into the contrc small’ thmgs @Mmﬁyga
blood, efc.) belongwng 10 {happerson.and. vrsuﬁ' im; Talkmg
incantations he mvokes ol powers, when ‘hisé hate agd
aggressiveness reach’ the culmpaﬁon stabs” wd]»dagqer intg’ the
centre of pentagram, cunmg the, efitive-pegative™ energy | ma the
object. If the magician Is streng:we shouldi't tak aboulihrvresut!ts
The weak side of this method is-that-negalive. pemagfam can cul
through the evil in opposite directitii ton: Also may be that
magician won't stand invoked by himself dark powers. Or if the
victim is stronger, either protects itseff, all the energy and powers
which haven't found where to realize. itsolves, wil return thru
pentagram and will altack with.a-doubié might irar oferalor.

That's why for example wéaring a negahve pentagram-on the
neck, if above described-concgpiin isni! givelitasit a deqent
attention should be pald to this effect, Qf reflaction” and mmsed
penetrability.

Basides il's worth {o en A"t
magician, seeing theé pentagram. in’p
mentioned this sign: Symbohzes the-guipretiecy of il 44 f
elements. Microcosig riisitive mntag!am expresses the W||| m‘
magician and elementgl4orces fegl that:”

Tuming to the end Id ike.to menlion“one more Lhrng As arpack
as Leonardo da Vinci was fascfnated oy bneiritercourse-of Sides,
which is 1,618. It's so called: “fJokden" section: Everywhere where
this intercourse is dominant the man-feelk-Harmony and beauly in
sounds, colours, dimensions everywhere he can find "golden"
section. It's an unarguable index of harmony, directly connected
with life forms.

The essence is that in our analysed pentagam this “golden”
section dominates absolutely. Whatever sides and their intercourses
we'd take, we'd find il everywhere, If the centre of gravity of man
put into the pentagram conforms with the "golden” section, such a
person looks very harmoniously developed.

So shouldn't a thought foists that pentagram is a symbol of great
universal harmony? That it's the most beautiful symbol. That it's the
most powerful symbol.

Al Iorces obey/to the
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BATHORY

"Biood on leg"

BLACK MARK

Difficutt to understand WHY this masterpicce had to lay in the dust and
simply keep lhe scene without efeven fabuious gems... Does Mr. Quorthon
know how much interested people have never heard this either being
renounced of the metal music or simply ended the days on this earth?! |
mean, this album might have made a big impact on the scene back in 1989...

Moreover it's not exactly the same innovative music as on "Hammerheart,
as it has something to do with earlier BATHORY, too!!! Take the epic slow
tempo songs of "Blood Fire Death™ and even "Under he Sign.." (1) and mix
them down with the simplicity of "Hammerheart” - still you get only a part of
the picture!

"Blood on ce” includes even suctt compositions that BATHORY had never
played before: "One Eyed Ofd Man" and "Gods Of Thunder 0f Wind And Of
Rain" are mid tempo tunes with heavy metal background, sounding so fresh
and acceplable!

But most of stwif is surely in a more epic vein, with usual immense
composing, great choruses and Quorthon’s voice. Highly catchy material, with
a decent "Blood on Ice" saga as a concept. "The Lake" and title track must
make you stoned!

An EVENT in the metal world - for YOUR pleasure. Great layout with K.
Wahlin's artwork and five page BATHORY - story written by Quorlhon is
included! Get t!

BENEDICTION

“The Dreams You Dread"

NUCLEAR BLAST/RELAPSE

An impressive cover art and inner sleeve, nice packaging, colourful photos -
that's what you get from the latest British deathers’ athum. And this samehow
maxes you putting the platter on the player immedialely!

Unfortunately, after 45 minules just a few pukes come out off your heavy
head... Imagine the worst copy of street melal mixed up with several
BENEDICTION hooks and foud preaching vocal of Dave. To sum it up the
album sounds like bulishit put on CD player. Forget al “Transcends.." and
"Grotesques.." as it's not aready BENEDICTION, it's a bunch of crappy tracks,
made with an aftitude “god, | wish it'd sell good"... Not only the five piece
slowed down but also added some vibes of nowadays modem hatecore... So
there's no other way - just staight o EMI or VIRGIN ranks. Congrats.

Indeed the title track is out of this shit, it still reminds old BENEDICTION, so
it's a pily it is put togelher with so shameful malerial - I'd wish to hear it
together with earber recordings.

Look for something else - it's a 208 off your pocket.

BENIGHTED LEAMS

“Caliginous Romantic Myth” (adv))

SUPERNAL MUSIC

The only creator under Ihis intelligent obsclre monicker is Alex Kurtagic, who
is known as an artist which painted some cool covers for DIMMU BORGIR,
NATTVINDENS GRAT, TORMENTOR, TROLL and some logos as well. Last but
not least he decided to try his musical abifities, and they're worth of being
mentioned!

Alex decided lo do it with a firm base, founding his own labe! and refeasing
the very first recording in CD format. This album counts of & compositions,
laying in 32 minutes alltogether. Even he used drum machine, the music
sounds quile lively, adding :hat charm. Moreover, BENIGHTED LEAMS is
pretly difficult 1o describe, the only word which fits can be romanticism. it
melts between harsh black/death waters and progressive gothic metal
inter'udes. Music creates shapeful forms in the air, which catch while you listen
carefully. To get into BENIGHTED LEAMS ain't easy as these compositions
breathe of some occiity, and no other English or whalever band can be as an
example. Forge! all other black/death music from Britain as well. BENIGHTED
LEAMS are much more original (but sometimes you feel froubled to accept
some parts)

Alex uses his growly and normal harmonious vocal cuality, adding some
echo effect - again it makes you draw piclures in the air...

1l you wish to try new musical thinking - try BENIGHTED LEAMS! Costs $16
(EEC), $18 (Europe), $20 (world).

BEWITCHED

"Diabolical Desecration”

OSMOSE

From all new hom classic 80-les metal followers wanting to be evil and true,
but stifl rocky and thrashy, BEWITGHED is the most successful. No wonder
glancing il's all around master Blackheim (KATATONIA, DIABCLICAL
MASGUERADE) and Vargher from ANCIENT WISDOM. Then it's clear this
can't be a shit, oven the music is heard many times before it's being revived
Yep, BEWITCHED make it old way, but with stealy influence of 90-ies
darkness as well. Easy qoing rhythm, speedy outbursts, good work of
background engines {I mean rhythm section). Black metal goes around in
slow breaks and sometimes - in up tempoed velogities.

But other than that - purc speed metal madness, with heavy kicks, ironish
leads, ACCEPT & DESTRLICTION magic. Moreover, Blackheim’s touch to
things is obvious - fisten to "Firehymn” and rememiber KATATON'AL One sure
difference from ancient bands is a far better production, which couldnt be
reached ten yrs ago

To name: this atbum as a pure successor | can't and wouldn't dare to - for
lhe perfect result BEWITCHED still must find the neat pack of tracks, not just
to put 13 tunes together for the number of them. Early thrash bands had that
flowing of tunes  each after other. Order " Desecration" nonetneless

BEWITCHED

“Encyclopedia of Evil"

OSMOSE

Another hol retease from Blackheim, Vargher, Reaper and Wrathyr - a pure
tibute to what BEWITCHED is all aboul - old true hell metall Don't be
strprisedt 1o see only one track of the band itself {an older version of "Hellcull®
which sounas as if it was recorded with the eauipment CELTIC FROST used in
1986, as this MCD release has another meaning - it's a pure covers’ release
of 80-ies metal, including "Warhead” of VENOM, "Cvil" of MERCYFUL FATE,
"Sacrifice” of BATHORY, "Come To The Sabbat' of BLACK WIDOW and of
curse "Oircle of the Tyrants™ (of what?)). Five tunes of pure sound, 100%
metal and darkly great music. { bet BEWITCHED perform them well, with one
“but's screamy black metal vocals don't (it the cover tracks thal good in all
cases. 'f CELTIC FROST, BATHORY and VENOM fit ok, then BLACK WIDOW
(with its progressive/gothic touch) and especially MERCYFUL FATE tunes
sound a hit too much standar tized to the Swedes’ sound

In general, MCD stands on its own - ancient spirit is more than humanly felt

ledo takas #8

and you obviously lose feaving this music without attention! | just wonder
why the original idea to feature a new BEWITCHED track "Blood on the
Altar" was skipped?

BEYOND DAWN

“Pity Love”

CANDLELIGHT

(One more crawling effort from British labet, this time presenting a debut full
length of Norwegian nihilists (after their 7°EP and MCD on ADIPOCERE). Not
a bad work, exploring some hidden wall of sounds, transcending from metal
genre as such to rather avantgardistic soLndscanes. Yeah, BEYOND DAWN
were already famous due to this direction and their own attitude to deadly
melancholy, so "Pity Love" is like a natural development mare or less

Their audionoises contain both calm and harsh patterns, which sometimes
fix ftselves for a while and you afready guess it wil last forever, but then
again everything goes vice versa, while you can only expect whatever
possible continuation.

Maybe thal's this avanigardistic feel, vet it won't be so altractive to
everyone - it's like a philosephy which must be realized. And not everyone is
capable for that. Sincerely ! can't say "Pity Love" is my favourite, hut
Irombone sliced avanigarde doom is not thal bering at aif! It only requires a
lol...

BEYOND NORTH

"The Dark Is My Falher"

IMPERATOR MUSIC

t bet the name of the labe! is straight to the point - if the next releases on
IMPERATOR are gonna be as thick & neat as two first platters they will go
big. Michael Pielkowsky is fully responsible of this one man project, and
hesides, he's drumming in technical death metal outfit PAVOR (see review
elsewhere). Having in mind he's been drumming since 1983 me and you
can only guess how many years Michael is practising both guitars and
infernal voice overtones..?

To keep it short - BEYOND NORTH's debut is totally well played five song
album, which simply can be performed by a genius only. Greal sound quality
& cool presentation.

And the most important is slill man's thoughts & ideas involved. You may
be skiful & perfect player, but that's rather smaller part of a job. So Michaei
manages to get some dark ideas & put them into his compositions, mixing
hoth extremity & majesty, depression & darkness, showing his different
moos. Youl find here some pure death metal, black metal rawness, some
gothic, atmospheric & acoustic parts as well. Don't think it's just a mix of
different culs as the entire album is like a unique blend of those. Simply 2
mustt $22 (Europe)/$26 (world)

Ask about the next album, which should be avai'able already.

BLACK LODGE

"Covet"

HEAD NOT FOUNDAOICES OF WONDER

Ancther outfit in the plefad of Norwegian emotional atmospheric doom
death metal appears on the target of our sharp critics. After the great music
and obvious success of THE 3RD, PARADIGMA, THEATRE OF TRAGEDY it's
natural to see some new names in the rooster, yet that's a question how
long those new bands can remain individually original and stifl pleasant for
listening.

Those six Stavanger inhabitants actually mix the both: pretty polished
tradiition of slow riffing, sleepy structures, heterovocal duality and harsh, near
the edge uptempo breaks, somelimes touching death metal, sometimes -
hardcore, and fater on - industrial sources. Even it's far from "progressive
doom”, | agree thal BLACK LODGE ain't that typical outfit to please the
masses. Though their effort is nat very attractive for my taste.

The doom laden structures hardly carry the same atmosphere as the
fallowing death metal swings or industial experiments. Call it a weak
comoosing, oo much of avantgardism or experimentation, but it's difficult 1o
follow this up, to catch the idea.

Please fry BLACK LODGE as their stuff might act differently on everyone,
but I'd better recommenc the albums of bands mentioned some couple of
inches above.

BROKEN EDGE

"Hate”

French thrashers stil haven't found a decent label, so they release their
preducts on their own - firstly two demos {in '92-93), then - two MCDs
{including his). Haven't heard their earfier stuff, but this is modemn thrash,
and that means BROKEN EDGE include groovy rhythms together with mid
tempo attacks - that's not innovative or exceptional in 90-ies scene. More
than that - plenty of Kids tried to copy popular soind, but only lew of them
atracted a bigger attention. Those self relcases as if show Frensh four piece
have troubles like that, and their music proves that

Intro plus three trx are performed. First of the pack still breathes of enerqy,
when title tune is moshy shit for silly jumping (?) - | won't reccomend it
(jumping} 1o ye... Vocalist Thierry handles his vocals in guttural raw form
making me even sicker. The last track leaves me puking out dus to massive
he. influences - no way to love it out... Hate it! For $6 only you can hate it
sither.

BURZUM

"Filosofem" {adv.)

MISANTHROPY

Alas the finishing conclusion for idolaters was released and I'm sure some
masses have grahbed it blindly without any thinking... The name says it afl.

Twant to dissoriate from any comments of Varg's actions and thoughts as
they are not worth of heing commented in "L.T* Let's lake a look at the
music itself & overall presentation of the album.

Indeedy wonderful visual picture, mesmerizing artwork and additional
hooklets make a deal already. Though enter please into the inner world of
the album - ohviously you'll be released only after the last distorted Mass
ends...

Quile a sumrise to hear those unreleased racks so strong strugture wise (i
i's possible to name them "structured"), having in mind some were written
back in 1992 and even 1991. Still the same ferocily, turbulent spirit and
pure hatred to the worlds below... *Filosofem® brings everything you might
expect from BURZUM - monotony, slaying torturing buzz and even screamy
vocals got thr headset mic. Mareover, an epic synth composition makes
think of "Hvis Lyscl..", yet here "Rundgang..” is even more trippy. So,
nothing special, but no one definilely was waiting for anything else than pure
BURZUM...

CADUCITY

“The Weiliaon Wielder Quest”

SHIVER

This five piece outfit was announced as one of most promising European dm
bands with & very own sound and specific fyrical approach.

What I've heard of the platter was nothing else as another death metal music
with a firm psychedelfic feel and a &il of thrash influences. Musically it's
definitely nothing superior, al least for international death metal scene.
CADUCITY compose their tracks in anather way than others, every next riff is
unexpected or surprising, But that doesn't mean it sounds interesting. For me
it sounds as an overdone technometal. Don't expect another ATHEIST or
CYNIC thaugh. CADUCITY is much more primitive, only the musical structures
are mastered in the same vein.

Sound quality does not let the alburn shing any better: everyting would be
ok if not a bad snare sound and lousy cymbals. The only thing that I'm
positive about is the concept of this album, laid down in the lyics. Obviously
Guy Mirion has some imagination 1o wrile story like that! Yet music aways
plays the main role and it's pretty average with those Flemings

CANNIBAL CORPSE

"Vilg"

METAL BLADE

it was a spit in the face lo leave CANNIBALS after so long cooperation biit
wind has simply blew the spit oul of the face. I'm speaking about Chris
Bames, who's departure made the rest fo postpone the recordings of new
malerial. !

And with addition of Corpsegrinder the band passed this unexpecled exam
very easily. When you get such a growler al the troubles must go out.
MONSTROSITY were decent, lhat's a pity this band hasn't gotten enough of
attention. Sumprisingly George is more Chris Bames ke on this platter, circa
"The Bleeding", with alt three vocal types. Hopefuly he'l return 10 his own
manner later on?

What about music, my applause for brave step back to the rools! It's not
anything like "The Bleeding”, but more like "Tomb..." with phenomenal guitar
outhursts of Rob Barrett. Brutality is strenghtened by Paul's blasts, which are
more than crushing on "Vile* . Once in a while {vile?) it seems a bit too much
straight forward, but some progressive elements do deny this thinking.

To sum this up, a good kick in the bult for chattering press, and a good
alhum for showing clones that real CG might be anly one. Music wise - no
news, hut it's performed without mistakes.

CARPATHIAN FOREST

“Through chasm, caves and Titan woods”

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

To ignore this MCD is a big mistake - for black metal fan who fisiens to old
stulf like CCLTIC FROST, VENOM and all pleyad of outlits which follow the
ancien: way of the style. CARPATHIAN FOREST co not blindly repe- whal
they do or done, bul combine old school and new vibe of black metal
Especally it's felt in "When thousand moon have circled” - thrashy quitar riff,
pounding rhythm and keyboard oriented atmospheric interludes!! They do that
in perfect neat way - smoothly! Other compositions of these Norwegians
range either in old or new thinking of the style, but are done powerfilly and
with cold genuinity. Vecals support the musical part - they are “pure
Norwegian", but good as wel!

This is ol material, and the label is going to release even older demo
"Bloodl:st and Perversion” soon, but what Natiefrost and Nordavind are doing
nowadays? That remains unclear... Anyway get "Caves..." and new rerelease
as so0n as possible - cult is here!

CATHEDRAL

“The Carnival Bizarre"

EARACHE

Actually me recollect never to be a lover of Brit rockers, neither of their
debut platter, nor moreover of the sophomore release, which was totally
distiked not only by me.

Might quess thal a new album fits the tasle much more than both
predecessors together! Well, yeah, this time boyz worked out some very
aliractive compasitions with a permanent interst in & whole how, being it that
typical SABBATH wannabee or more ambient, even atmospheric point of
another track. Indeed each of most lracks are thought out with a different
basis, but of curse still remaining ol good rock'n'metal! The problem with
"Ethereal Mirror" was so repelilive song structurcs, whilsl "Camival.." s really
various, sometimes turning a bil bizarre for rendy ears (yet not more than
thish). My respect for Mr. L. Dorian for his attempt to sound different in each
vocal part - a frontman usss not only his kings but voice chords as well!

To cut it short, if you look for a decent doooom album the way il's mean: to
be - stop at this. Surely, your lnok will be fixed on a sarcastic aibum artwork
first of all, which is but impressive empire of bizare..

CELESTIAL SEASON

“Soriic Orb"

DISPLEASFD

What could change this outfit so drastically?t What happened with their
earlier charm and nahity! "Sonic Orb" sounds ke & farewel with what this
band has been making during all three years... Unforlunately, it's ossible only
to say "bye"...

Me is absolutely disappointed of thal progressive attitude, poppy structures
and hippy image. Maybe the change was to0 unexpected, who knows...

Yeah, this time it's pure slreet-side doom, which you can play down the
street and nobody will tell you to shut up or something... Not the stiff for a
deeper exploration. It's simply nol heavy enough! BLACK SABBATH was 2x
heavier!! A shame.

COALESCE

002"

EARACHE

The thirtt refease of “New Chapler® series presents a new hardcore outfit
from Kansas City, Missouri, which is no more than a typical straighl edge
team yel is as brutal as possible with both attitude and recording. I's
doubtiessly much more brutal than loads of metal banos, and this heavy
weight adds some metal colours to this purely haracore music.

Vocalist Sean is very extreme, bleeding almost insanely into the mic. And
pounding riffs add to the overall pressure another tone of soil. The product
sounds rather special. As | guess it's tao strong for some he Kids. It'd be funny
to see them disappointed with this release,

Only three tracks are featured, but that's a G single, so iook out for il wilh a
relatively smaft price. Not for dreamers. Nice & scheezy cover artwork

ledo 1




Who doesn't know .. Again Shall Be"? Maybe not everyone
had a chance to hear demotape "Alone Walkyng®, yet it's
refeased on CD as well nowadays, Someone said HADES play
traditional old fashioned black, but I'd rather call them the top
notch creators of the slow form of this genre. HADES manage
to compose every smallest piece of thelr songs so damn neatly
that the finished result gets just great - totally tight-and
professionally put together making some kind of ~hateful
masterpiece.

Here follows a talk with Janto, who plays bass guitar:besides
his main vocal duties. As my memory reminds it was late spring
when | got that chance, so first question naturally was, asked
about rising spring sun and Janto's feglings towards it. No
wonder was o learn that it didn't evoke any brighter: fegling in
his frozen soul. "No, not really" - says Janto.

Some hottest news in HADES ranks is the next album, which
will be produced by FULL MOON Productions again and contain
the next dose of underworld experience. My interest is
complied: "Yes, we have composed our second full fength
aloum, but it is vet to be mixed. The difference betwaen
composing this album was that a lot had to be done without
Jorn who serves time in jait for arson, he could only participate
100% the two last months before we had to enter the studio.
Since he & one of the main songwriters in HADES it was hard
to work without Jorn. We also had to rehearse the songs in the
worst dump of a rehearsal place you can imagine, so the
conditions before the recording of "...Again Shall Be" were way
belter than before the new one. Anyway.. the new abum is
called "The Dawn of The Dying Sun" and will hopefully be
released during September/October” I'm sure those troubles
stil make those compositions even harsher, grimmer or
whatsoever, yet it must be the same HADES | hopa! "Wel...
“The Dawn.." s definitely a HADES album. The music is very
much in the same vein as on "..Again Shall Be". It turned out
more or less fike we predicled. Some stuff such as "Awakening
of Kings', "Pagan Prayer" and "The Tale of a Noctumal
Empress" are filed with medieval atmosphere the way only
HADES make it. Other songs, such as the title track, are more
intense and heavy. | think "The Dawn..." is more varied than
"..Again Shall Be" but this is basicly up to the fistener to judge."

But why "The Dawn of The Dying Sun"? Maybe this tite has
anything to do with the previous album and lads try to make
some kind of sequence of that? "The dawn of the dying sun
can have a lot of meanings but to us it means the beginning of
the end. Itis not linked to “..Again Shall Be". | came up with this
litle after | wrote the lyric for a song. | named it "The Dawn.."
and we chose to name the album the same. It describes very
well the message of the album. The lyrics are quite different
than they are on "..Again Shall Be'. Much more destructive and
dark”

As | remember HADES was the first band for me of those
mid/slow tempo bm which | really liked. | quess it was not so
easy to try new patterns (especially in Norway!) while most of
the scene "inhabitants" accepted faster compositions & rather
used style. Janto contradicts: "In fact it was quite easy, for the
same reasons you mention. We had other ideas than most of
others. Me and Jorn just mixed our ideas into the song “Unholy
Congregation”. Before | joined HADES he also had the song
"Alone Walkyng". These two songs are basicly the two first
HADES songs {which still exist) and out of those songs we had
a good pattern, or concept if you want, to base our music on,
which we still follow to a certain extert” As well me was
interested if Janto considers his band as purely original and
innovative. In my opinion it's even a good example for others'
inspiration - that means something! "We don't consider HADES
as 100% original, but | dear say that we have found our own
style which holds a strong identity. If people copy us is their
problem, not ours."

When you get a new abum of the band take notice at
composition "Alone Walkyng". Yes, it's the same legendary
demo track, and four piece decided 1o feature it again, like new
version. "As before mentioned "Alone Walkyng" is one of two
songs we based and formed our concept upon. | guess a
trademark s a good word 1o use. Everyone who knew our
demo expected us to have that song on "...Again Shall Be" and
that is the only reason why we saved it. To piss people off and
make them ask "why". | have no number of how many letters
and interviews which ask "why did you not put "Alone Walkyng"
on the CD?" Anyway... Yes, it is a rerecorded version we put on
"The Dawn.."

Listening to HADES compositions comes the conclusion that
they totally know the goals with this art of expression: how 1o
handle things from A to Z, they're sure to put all the best to
that... "We do try to make things as good as possible, but it's
not aways easy to find ways to do that. We have different
opinions about lnads of things and we discuss our work to
pieces sometimes. | guess we dumped 3 or 4 songs in the
process of making "The Dawn.." All of us have o be at least
95% hapny with something before we use it. Sometimes we

make two songs a week and sometimes we use months on
one particular song. It is a lot of factors playing in during the
pracess. But when it comes down to the very basic we do
know what we-want; and we form our music out of that."

The union was formed by-Jorm in-1992, when he finighed his
experience in IMMORTAL: Musician wanted to create a music
style that'was both filed with melancholy and atmosphere to
please his lusts of memories. of old: Bergen... Rémi who. was a
member-of legendary. DARK préviously, joined him,.Soon Janto
and Stig'completed the fine up to start a deadly. combat;.: Yet
thus far it was unknown, If fatter‘twos had. played -eartier ‘and
where. "l think Stig also.played in DARK if £m not mistaken.:!
have beenin-various bands since | was 13414 years old. But
the band.| played in before | joined HADES was called
SCAVANGER - we only kept it gaing for & year or s0. | played
guitar and did the vocals. | guess it-sounded like a crossover
between BOLT THROWER .and early CELTIC FROST. Anyway
SCAVANGER splitted up in: July 1991-and | didn't join HADES
before-November-1992. The only experience | took from
SCAVANGER to HADES was some live experience T guiess."

Those paganistic wanderings within the lyrics are quite
convincing & surely are born after the true clashes with anclent
memory. How are they transformed from the dwelling thoughts
{o"written yrics? “When | do the lyric it normally starts-with a
thought or an idea-tve had for awhile and | write a first outcast.
Then | go over it one or two, some time three times before it is
finished. Then | name it. Lyrics are something that always will
change a bit from album to album. Sometimes | feel stuck
and | have no ideas. Then | realize that | do but it has taken a
new form. It's hard to explain so | can't be bothered to try."

My sight especially got caught on "An Qath Sworn In
Bjorguin", where a concrete place (Bjorgvin/Bergen) and date
(21st December) are mentionad. It has anything to do with
history or something in common | believe. “An Qath Sworn in
Bjorgvin® Is a product of my imagination. The story itself
apart from the time and place. Bjorguin is the ancient name
for the city we live in (Bergen) - it is surrounded by seven
mountains. One of these (Lyderhorm) is believed 1o have been

the place for pagan rites. Some say that's where the witches
gathered in sexual orgies with Lucifer. These are all myths
and tales spread around this particular mountain. Much like
the German Blacksberg. The date is the darkest night in the
year. It is a well known date. This time of the year have
aways been celetrated in various ways. Nowadays it has
been moved a few days and it is called Xmass and have
been christianized like everything eise but in ancient times it
was 1isual to make sacrifices of various kinds to the elder
gods. And so feast upon mead and meat, and out of that |
wiote the lyric "An Oath Sworn in Bjorgvin®.

Even: though HADES don't sing in Norwegian their music is
strongly-influenced by local cutture, folkiore and tradition. |
wonder how it's possible having in mind that neither guitars
nor drums were national instruments of northern *Europe
cultures (including Norway and Lithuania. by the way). lsnt it
a kind of paradox? "No. Because whatever you like to call our
music it will be metal and to play metal you need guitars with
distortion and a drumkit. We are a metal band, not a folk
music group." Ok with that, yet digging deeper, maybe we
simply can't understand that modernism takes more and
more room deadening the ancient manner of expressing
oneself? Or we, with our modern means, can even enlarge
the entire expression, to make kinda another dimension for
the forgotten realms of the past? Janto starts to hesitate:
"Both yes and no. Music has existed as long as mankind and
through all times people have made up new instruments and
new music forms. We fike metal. We play metal. We are also
partaking in the future development of metal. This happens to
al Kinds of music forms: classical, fok, requiem pop..
whatever. Someone might find the seventies heavy metal so
coot that they choose to play heavy mefal in the DEEP
PURPLE/BLACK SABBATH style. Some like modernistic
classical music, others prefer Beethoven. Some play
folk/medieval music with help from synths etc, some play it
the cld way using traditional instruments. Things develop. If
you find what you seek in the music it does not matter what
it's played at. If you see what | mean." Yep, I must admit man
has some reason down hare, -

Speaking about Jorn, fike Janto mentioned he had some
problems with police due fo ancient church arson Back in
1994. Janto comments this further on and says his opinion
about actions lke this - really brave form of expressing
oneself. | tried to provoke him like it's a showing oneself and
is worthless against asshole soziety... "Jorn was accused, put
to trail and found guilty in participating in church arson. He
was sentenced to three years in jail, of which he has seven
months left to serve. | do support those kinds of direct
actions against the church as an institution and its
congregation. It scars and it hurts. 1 is a fist in the face of
society!" As well a frontman was asked o tell some worda
about ballance of image and music of bm bands, and
recommend some new promising auffits for "Ledo Takas"
readers: "l do agree with you, musically most of the new
bands don't seem to care too much. 1f they can take some
“cool" photos and find a "cool* picture for their dema/CD
cover it does not seem to matter too much how it sound
when they play. 1 did find SWORDMASTER quite interesting
but I'm not sure if they go under "new" bands. To be honest |
don't pay much attention to every thing going on."

Some older diehards must remember once famous techno
thrash outfit HADES, the fame of which has faded away later
on. Anyway, | won't choose the same used menicker for my
band. "They contacted FULL MOON Prod. and claimed
royalties for us using "their” name. That's how the “Norway"
under the logo came on the reprinted CDs. It was annoying
but necessary. On "The Dawn.." we will just have a smal
sticker in the comner of the cover, informing that we are the
Norwegian HADES and so on.." ‘

One of the latest my interests was te know why they don't
play live shows, but as you can see from the picture it's a
pure mistake, so Janto's wonder is obvious: "We do indeed
play five. We have played several gigs hers in Norway. The
most reason one was on the 231d of May this year, along
with GORGOROTH and GEHENNA. We even made a live
recording of it, which we might release in the future. | don't
see anything wrong with touring. We will most likely go on
tour ourselves as soon as Jorn s released from jaill. Some
time in February/March'97."

Well, here the talk stops, everything you could learn from it
is written above... Be sure to survive til the dawn of the dying
sun era, when total devastation begins... "Our mighty "Alone
Walkyng" cass-EP is now released in CD format with new
cover + lyrics etc, order it from the band address for 12
USDY. Check out HADES reviews as well as some releases
informatian down there.



-

melechesh

Unholy intrigue has started since "As Jerusalem Bumns” demo was
released - it seriously grabbed my attention in spite of some
mistakes and pretty underground level That's no problem as
MELECHESH sorcerers admit that either and it's natural to see the
band in process of improvement on fts first recordings. The main
thing is that wall of negativeness, which & mentioned demo tape is
Tull of; moreover - seems like MELECHESH oniginators: have - kept
their secret silent i the day X, and it has arrived irilate 1895... That
day started the next plague, in the centre of holiness - Jerusalem.
Hardly believing that and being wondered ty MELECHESH
Mesopotamian herftage, 1've conducted an iterview with the main
mind behind soulful black metal union - Mélechesh Ashmedt

He told me about the start in late 1993, when this fiery musician
supposed to have a solo project, but in early 1994 Lord Curse (dh)
joined the band, and then it was a tum-of Moloch (g}, Thamuz (b}
and Cimeries (keys) to fil the rest vacant places. Meanwhile bath
last members are kicked off and that was my first interest to know
why It has happened and who raplaced both...

-Hail to you Tadas. Yes we had some line up changes but the
heart of MELECHESH remained the same. Late'95 Thamuz tad to
leave the band, being the only Israel member in MELECHESH. He
had some mifitary obligations which forced him to leave the band.
Thamuz was a great member and we were very satisfied with his
musical abilies & performance, and his evil attitude, he is still a
brother of MELECHESH. However the case is not the same with
Cimeries, apparently we misjudged Cimeries, he was not true to our
cause nor were his musical ahilities satisfactory. Now we have
found a new bass player Uusur and up til now we find him very
suitable for us. He is active music-wise & has deep occult studies,
s0 he has the dark attitude for MELECHESH. And | take care of the
keyboards now.

Quite atime has passed since the first demo was recorded, and it
wasn't any empty gone days for the band. Frontman compares
50Me new tracks to earlier ones:

-Since "As Jerusalem Bums® recordings we wrote newer songs
which, in my opinion , are better structured & sounding than the
older songs. I'm not sure if we can compare the new songs to any
of the demo tracks, the new songs are different and show what
MELFCHESH tend to produce. Other than that, | realized an idea
that I had, which actually is my side project, also entitled after ma -
ASHMEDI. It is Mesopotamian/Arabian ambient cosmic desert synth
music. | recorded a couple of tracks and it sounds very dark
Besides that we're working on a journal for our order =Fhe Order
of Mesopotamia”. 1t is a jounal that discuss Mesopotarfian myth,
satanism, ocoult, etc... So since our debut demao MFLECHESH have
kept busy & dedicated.

Well... as there still should be more info on the band itseff, I must
add MELECHESH have recently got a 7" ER -deat-from  German
DEVILISH MUSIC PROPAGANDA: label. and meanwhile:that record
isout It's entitled "The Siege of Lachish™ and fimited to 666 copies.
You can get it for $7 from the band's address: For-the same price a
first single of ASHMED! must be available either - it's imiited fo 233
copies! The main news remain a rerslease of "As Jerusalermn Bums”
demo in CD format, with twe bonuses. It will be ‘done by ‘tiwa
American labels: BREATH OF NIGHT Rec..arid PULVERISER Rec: in
latter part of the year And it might be pressed in Furepe by
PROGRESS Records

Knowing that i's easy to come to an idea-thiat demo:has gotmany
decent reactions, Maybe the band thinks it's'not worth of it, or they
aren't that pleased with it nowadays?

-"As Jerusalem Burns"got: very good reactions = lots of the dark
souls around the world-enjoyed it. It gat good reactions.from zines,
distributors and geneal” fans. of black metal.-1.think-the “demio
deserved its responise because the-music was plain simiple good
black metal, music-wise, & dark emotions filed the- dema,. As for
myseff, 'm not very satistied with it because | aways say to myself |
can do better, besides | had then the visionof craating mid sastem
black metal. | enjoyed "As, Jerusalem Bums" but | knew | could do
better. By the way it i5 sold out.

Here a man has in mind demio-tapes. To-the point is noticing that
both progressive black. metal and emotionaly evil viokert black
metal terms are used describiig-the music MELECHESH perform.
Me was interested how it's possible to combire those two totally
unrepeatable sices of emotions...

-Qur music is black metal, Assyrian black metal or Mesopatamian
metal. We have progressed our style so now it is more or less a
new style with the exception of a couple of traditional black metal
songs. Some af our songs contain those evil emotional sounds; on
the other hand they contain viokent riffs. We use now more than
one style of vocals - for instance we added some normat vocals in
50Me 50Ng5, we also used more Arabian/mid eastemn drum beats &
quitar riffs

Ag always me asked if MELECHESH did any promotion with the
demo, bothering record labels to listen to that music... Ashmech wag
kind to comment his views on black metal bands doing promation
and thase which do not do that,

-Naturally we sent off some demos ta fabels, out it wasn't like a
mass promotion. Not every black metal band needs promction
because it also depends on which part of Eartn you come from.
Soon we will record the new songs so we wil be sending it to
labels,

Anyong should wonder that mentioned demo tape was recorded
live in stuctio to DAT - it should have some influence on final result,
Music saunds quite raw, yet it has some primary charm, unpolished
& original idsa... What about trying five recording again?

-t like recording live to DAT for it catches some feelings that would
be hard to get out on track recordings. The sound was produced by
mysefl, But then | did not know as much as | know today about
sound so there were a couple of mistakes. Our new recordings will
be on tracks but in the future we will definately do five recordings
even-ff they will be only for us,

I"was sure.my collocuter wouldn't arque the Influences- of
traditional Scandinavian black in his music, He argues that it's hard
to do without it, and here | also agree:

-Yes we dlso have Scandinavian sound, no band in the scene is
100% original, every-musician on Earth has drawn influerices from
somewhere else, but good musiciars add to their influences and try
to make something new. Mid eastem folklore music, aiso Armenian
music, which influence us, has similarities to some Scandinavian
folklore - music’ in the new songs we have some Scandinavian
residug in the music, of course depending on the song.

What about origntal sounds, they reminded me a bit those SALEM
and ORPHANED LAND use. However MELECHESH never has
anything to do with jewish music, so my mistake was more than
evident. Assyrian pride 15 Clearly fepresentated-here, and that's the
topic of those darkos.

-There are no jewish traditional music because we are not jews
and we never werell! Our families are of Mesopotamian origin and
like all of the cases in Europe, Mesopotamians in the last milenivm
or two were forced to be christianized. So we were bom in
Mesapotamian christianized farnilies, but we have denied christianity
foritis a lie. We have purified ourselves with true evil. So our music
is Assyrian - fuck jews and thair music. What you heard in our
demo is Arabian music, nct Isreel jewish. SALEM & ORPHANED
LAND create great music but | do not like their lyrics.

Later on we've plunged into satanic & pagan theories, which might
be a topic for entire encyclopedia, though | believe a frontman
explained his views clearly, considering my protest about mixing
both ideologies. Melechesh Ashmedi told us more about Assyrian
cultural knowledge as well..

-Here you have to understand Mesopotamia was the place where
black magic, sorcerers, geniuses and evil were hom. The true
satanic faith come from our origins. We do not worship that Satan
of judeo-christian formation. We believe that Satan is a powerful
negative energy - entity that is crawn from evil, hate, death, pain
and spirits of darkness. We line our daily ifes with satanic codes but
we come from a pagan nation "Assyrians”. If you know about our
Assyrian gods you would know that they were not those angel fike
peace loving gods but they were filled with fiery emotions, ruthless
1o our-enemies, and negative evil energy did exist in alt of them, If
you heard-about the "Necronomicon”, well, it is taken from pagan
Mesopdtamia, and it is one of the most powerful of books. You are
right that pagans got nothing to do with satanism and that is the
case everywhere in the world excapt the middle sast -
Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia & ancient satanism are onell If people
are interested to kriow about Mesopotamian/Assyrian heritage, they
shoufd write:to Us with a small fee - they would receive the jouinal
of the Order of Mesopotamia, which has a lot of info about our
heritage, -ut -also has practical magic; too! The-fee is strictly for
covering the costs --this is non-profitable for us. | can't describe all
ahout Assyrian wisdom in a few fines though

To continue with that, polerics reached the interpretation topic,
when | stated that's the case of finding a key to any ancient hodlc or
experience. Bveryone should “find his own acceptance, not
bothering about the same way of interpretation...

-In satanism- it'is'very. personal ‘This energy has different effects
and valies+for the individual. Also occut is very personal but there
are a-few basic. ritualistic methods which are unified and agreed
upon by mast.cecultists-and they are made to assist the individual
n_his-own -private path; About the ancient cultures, especially of
Mesopotamia -+they are proven fact I a historical senss but to
some indivicluals the scriptures anid books may have some persanal
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inks and interpretations.

The one and only fact that MELECHESH is a unique gathering of
blasphemers in Jemsalem makes some sense fo respect those
ouys... Quite sarcastic is to imagine them as any forceful organisation
down there, ignoring all the other small (in that case) sects like
christianity or mustims. | doubt if that would be a wanted event, yet
more like a religious paradox...

-This i not a sarcastic idea, but more a lving proof of the power o
evil for it riow exists in the heart of the hoflest city on Earth - the
home, of the three major religions of this pathetic god (jucaism,
christianity and islam}. For the first time ever satanists exist in
Jetusalem. And that s power, we are not legal we .ae an
underground secret order. The police tried fo arest me but they
couldn't find me because-they anly knew my black matal name, not
my birth name (what about po hox address then? - T, And to correct
you furthermore, christians’and muslims are not small sects - they
are very powerful (| haven't stated that, Ive just said "if it would
fiappen” - T), Now we haven't got enough pawer to tegalize our order
and go on the open, but in the distant future we see it coming, This
order is not for the general public - it is for us, we spread thiough it
the message about Mesopotamia/Assyria and only the true and
powerful may join, the general public are only waak sheeps of-God.
Besides our existence did prove to those religious sects that found
out about us that their reign of god's will s dying and evilis stronger.

I'ignore aff the politics, and who lnows me can simply confirm it
twice as firmly, but meanwhile my mind makes me think about
MELECHESH homelard... How do they feel among all those wars and
what solution they can get acrass?!! Thase hombs on near-by street
must invoke any reaction inside satanic minds!! But Jerusalem is
already burring...

It is great - let the sheep of god kil each ather whie Satan in us
watch with a cold sarcastic smile. Onty one thing is - we are worried
to loose one of the band members in those bambings. We are not
afraid to die, but t is not our time yet. There is no solution for this
country has always been in war because of god. Jews steal lands
from the mustims - muslims kil jews - jews kil muslims etc etc... the
only prabahle soltion is both nations should die out or simply
abandon this pathetic "god". Meanwhile we enjcy all ot this - it i
truely inspiring. We have put a curse on Jerusaicm.

Finishing with those geopolitical topics I'm sure we've got the sarme
conclusion that war should never stop, especiall ff it helps our Earth
to be cleaner. Back to the music, | was right to notice MELECHESH
mermbers don't.ignore other types of it not only black metal: Just
take that Ashmedi project, for example. You know, it's different from
other'black outfits, which ignore others..

We'like-and respect all music whichisis eyit and cold. But we also
appreciate good musicians. Those good non-black metal bands we
listen-to with-our ears and mind, but the hlack metal bands and other
satanic music we listen to with our souls and biack hearts. Besides
black - metal we fike ambient, atmospheric sounctracks, classical
music; olt speed metal, some death -instal and generally non
mainstream dark evil. music + medieval + folk. Some black metal
fans don't appreciate music and some true black metal warriors do
appreciate music.-Some-can't stand anything besides black metal
because they cannt find their need and lust for evil nusic anywhere
glse and some do.

So goad for anyone appreciating different stylés of music - | hope
MELECHESH wil be discovered by many serious music worshippers
a5 well: Let:their visionsof unholy-come true... Ask aboit T-shirts
from the band with logo and pictures dasigned, don't forget you can
obtalr “some. newly released material -as well. We'lh watt for new
MELECHESH racordings too

~Thanx.for-the deeprirterview, we'dl like to hail the Lithuanian scene
for- being “active, - and--we-enjoy lots” of: Lithuanian bands. Hail
MERESSIN for- keegitig: the: old -flame” buming. Look orit for our
upcoming : T-shirts .. upcoming. releases. Hall Satan, Hal
Mesopotamia; Hail Sorcary: Hail the Blagk Arts!
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COMECON

"Fable Frofic”

CENTURY MEDIA

COMECON is tike a whore who waits for the nex! client - the richer, the
better. First, L.GPetrov, then M. van Drunen, and now M.Grewe. Hm, not a
bad collection, yet these are three different personalities who simpty make the
whare do whal they want... So, what kind of identity such a band may have?!!!

COMECON simply will never grow up as a band, they will remain as a four
piece 1o get some money (of curse, if they'll change the screamers further
on). On the other hand, for how fang is it possible Lo follow any new trend on
and on?!

Well, Martin van Drunen is an exception due to his wonderful skills, He was
ahle to make one heftuva brilliant of even such an outfitt But Marc Grewe just
brings back in memory COMECON first aloum, where Lars Goran Pefrov
stayed as a puppet in commercially addicted music. "Fable Frofic” yet is not a
new MORGOTH rip-off, though Marc's style is absolutely the same as on
*Odium”.

If you think harccorish death metat is what you like, you stiif should think
again before stealing this - get a listent If it's your first and last listen to "Fable
Trolic”, you can suppose this review has some reason.

C.8.5.0.

"Nagro Lauxes VI

MORRID

$.8.5.0. stands for CLOTTED SYMMETRIC SEXUAL ORGAN and perform a
brutal kind of music named as grind/gore. If ! said they come from Japan youl
would draw a purely right picture recollecting GORE BEYOND NECROPSY &
tones of fikes - I suppose Japan can supply lotsa more grind outfits.

Unfortunately it's quite problematic for me to judge about their abilities
comparing o others as | simply am not a big enthusiast of grind/gore. | darc
to say C.S.5.0. aren't that 100% Lypical in their musical ideas, yet ! mean just
those intro-fike effects, samples & other schizoidic sounds. "Real” music wise
it's quite difficult to be original - the stuff is played and overplayed. By the
way, some likeness can be felt with German grind school (BLOOD, DEAD).
The only thing which outstands is swinging rock'n'roll thythm in several fracks
- it does makes a record hearable 1o listen to the end... for the person not
adored of gore/grind.

Recommendable cnly for fans.

DAMAGED

"Passive Backseat Demon Engines”

BLACK HOLE

A very extreme outfit upcomes from sunny Australia, and you'd betler befieve
they grind il roughlytt This MCD release is the third in their coflection after a
demo tape in 1992 and a debut "Do Not Spit* album one year later. Gan't say
where they have gone since those times, but on this five tracker DAMAGED
proove themselves being very extreme and dedicated outfit. The songs can
surely apply to the fans of BRUTAL TRUTH, early NAPALM DEATH and likes.
I's more deathy grind, but some hardcore influences appear. By the way
recording was done live, so the skills of DAMAGED are surely high. Maybe a
desperate voice of Chris is a hit irritating, but | can't see why it shouldn't be
ool for others.

Wanna hear a grindcore version of "Equimanthomn®? You'll get it here - it
convinces, even having in mind nobody wil' do it so majestic as the original.
On the other hand, it's pleasant to hear that the art of Quorthon and Co. is
evaluated in Aussie fands too. Get this launching release if you fike BRUTAL
TRUTH and check out anather review of DAMAGED somewnere.

DARK TRANQUILLITY

"The Gallery"

OSMOSE

So, highly expected atbum from Sverige’s own masters of pure melody is
here, starting the next OSMOSE era, | guess. A sephomaore release (exctuding
"0f Chaos..." MCD couple ol monlhs ago), which must have been done in a
perfect manner. Is it actually?

1 bet "Skydancer" was a total mindkiller as it was the firsl mefodic death
album on (he bill, and it was so fresh plus crushingly tight (hat it did exiremely
goad. Today we have 1000 various copies of DT sound, and some of them
manage lo discover unknown paths even overnmning the beginners {ergh...
see IN FLAMES review).

“The Gallery” is not that biowingly smashing, at least conceming how lalentfut
& thoughiful the quys aret! It surely is the first rale LP, but the band simply
couidn't do something no less wonderful. Slowing actually down, ‘aking even
more HM influences, having Michael on vocals and not forgetting usual hooks
they cause some heart blows - just go thru opener "Punish my heaven", epic
"The one brooding warning"” or rabid "The emptiness from what | fed ..."

Still gods, no doubt, but I expect more next time!

DARK TRANQUILLITY

“Enter Suicidal Angels”

OSMOSE

Relevant comeback? Yezz, mes dammes + monsicurs! Some kind of that...
Actually it's a pre-refease to one more album initially tited "The Mind's [* - this
MCD should make people hold their breath, attentively looking for a new
album. Includes one atbum drack "Zodijacky! light" {look for its video version in
spring!) & three tunes never to be published anywhere else!

{ like it more than “The Gallery". And don't be mistaken, thinking me slarted
to like short MCDs of Gothenburg area phenomenon more than full lenghlers...
It's just a coincidence with N FLAMES, nothing mare... (well, maybe they really
started lo repeat themselves finally?) or like that.

DARK TRANQUILLITY suddenly got a clue thal with stict exireme
compositions they stit are thicker and betier! As far as ihat melody and
mefancholy goes, it comes and runs away, bt no more than in "Skydancer” -
as much as needed!! More of power and more of ambitions, take that album
tune or follower "Razerfever” - it surely rocks, thrashes and kills! D.T. at its
best, withou: any fake forcelul elements to soil purity of nendeath metal. And
rave party music as well. No, | wouldn't be glad to hear one more hit fike
*Archetype” on "The Mind's I But it surely won't find that place down there -
it's occupied by trie melodious music already!! Compliments.

DARKWOODS MY BETROTHED

"Aulumn Roars Thunder"

SOLISTITHUM

Sophomore album of Finnish pagan/black formation, which left out far east
fabe! and lravelled better 1o not that far but firm country as Germany.
SO STITIUM does aft the best to promote their bands - Finns have not missed
si 1o them. Fspecially when they're a bit acquired Lo handle: things down -

1o “aksas

both musically and promotionally.

So musicaily DMB improved without any doubt. Still the same Scandinavian
black, but much more pofished, neat and technical - nothing comparable to
the first atbum. A difference are these calm atmospheric tracks with very
specific vocalizing of Pasi. You should remember his manner from cebut
athum, and 'm speaking about that operetic voice. Maybe there are loo much
of such gothic bm songs, so first record stands higher on rudeness point. But!
see it as a nalwral progression of guys - ihey want to extend the bm
possibilities, so why to ban it?

Only lyrical ideas of Teemu sometimes seem very funny - pagan primitivily is
read within them. Can't say they're as lame as MORNINGSTAR ones, bul in
some songs it's a pure fun. Maybe they want to be natural, but don't say
anything special - that's clear for every self respecting free man. Anyway
album is recommended!!

DAWN

“Sorgh Pa Svarte Vingar Flagh”

NECROPOUIS

They call it blackened dealh melal - maybe the best way 1o describe (his
“Swedish” music, known so well during past two years. “Sorrow lMew on Black
Wings” is the tille of this MCD fo'lowing, after a successful debut album of this
hand :wo yrs ago. Improvement is cbvious, as polished material is always
much more listenable than worse done stuff. So, technically it's better, but
music wise also. Siyle of DAWN is formed meanwhile, sounding caichy, evil,
fast and extreme. Of curse it's in the same manner as many other Sweoish
black/death, yet having enough of proof to be labeled as supreme music.

It's only two 7 minutes tracks, supported hy an acoustic iniro and majestic
cover "Night of the Living Dead", originally performed by thrash legend
INFERNAL MAJESTY. Otherwise every track here is individual unike olher
blackened death music, and that's very important if you want to he own in this
acean of sounds. Costs 10 USD (USA/12 USD (worid) only, so pretty worth
of obtaining, especially if you fike their "Naer Solen Gar Niber for Evogher”
album.

DEEDS OF FLESH

"Trading Pieces”

REPULSE

Label's type of hand - from California, managing to play 17 tracks in 30
minutes, sa it's nothing efse but American fast as hell brutal death metal. Three
piece is called even fasler, more powerful and technical than other bands of
such kind (PYREXIA, INTERNAL BLEEDING, CRYPTOPSY). But who wants it
still faster, more grinding and becoming one poor monotonous atbum? Are
there slill not enough of them wanting fo be the fastest in the world?!! They'd
tetter take care that every of 11 songs are grey, repeating the same on ang
on... | respect the skils of guys, but they should take care on some own face
in music scene.

If someone played me tracks of DEEDS OF FLESH, INTERNAL BLEEDING
and PYREXIA it would be impossible to separate them. They all play the same
stuff which is possible Lo listen for 10-12 minutes, no longer. And 'd better
get on BROKEN HOPE or INCANTATION - those who have some originality,
variety and don't wanna be the fasies! or brutallest for devil's sake.

DEMILICH

"Nespizhe"

NECROPOLIS/REPULSE

This iegendary album was recorded back in winter'2, just a few months
after DEMIGOD's one and only record was immortalized. Then DEMILICH were
signed to American NECROPOLIS, but due to timiled distribution it was
rereleased nowadays in Europe. No wonder about REPULSE Records, and no
wonder to hear that brutal quality those bands were famous for.

! can't say DEMILICH simply follow what DEMIGOD had been started, but it's
definitely the same line, those majestic riffs, fast tempos, sulten sound... Good
quality if you ever liked Finnish death metal! | dare to say DEMILICH weren't
that gloomy, that terribly tight, even their vocalis! Antti sounded quite lousy
wilh his gastric gargling style in my eyes, bul "Nessithe” stilf remains one of
the classic death metal alhums. The purest form of intensity!

As a honus this rerelease contains a four track demo'd1, so you will get a
complete discography on one CD for $16 onfy. What about the song tille "The
Planet That Once tsed To Absorb Flesh In Order To Achieve Divinily And
Immortality (Suffocated To The Flesh That it Desired)*?

DERANGED

“Raled-X"

REPULSE

You know, with this ten track debut CO Swedish extremists make a huge
progress towards calchiness and tightness. Their earfier works were st
immature. with an aw‘ul garglings of Per. Can't say he's perfect on this platter,
bul at least it's bearable to go thru this kiling spree, which contains of 10 Iry-
outs.

As I mentioned earfier DERANGED's music has some kicks in the ass and it's
improved with powerful drum madness, guitar blizzard and overall intense
attitude. To call it qrind would be too strong, hut grinding death metal is the
best description.

About originality... Well, forget it. When the musicians play real heavy and
tight, it sometimes is not necessary. "Rated-X" still isn't the perfect example of
the style, but definiiely not bad. In my ears the hand has grown up. Maybe
thal's a help of Dan Bengtsson {formerly INVERTED member), who took the
bass duties from now an? CD = $16.

PS. One more question: what's common between DERANGED and ROLLING
STONES?

DEBASTER

"A Touch Of Medieval Darkness"

MERCILESS

Uniike many of newborn black metal releases this debut atoum of German
DCSASTER was firmly promoled by the band's earlier stuff, and was a pleasant
welcome to the scene. Even their debut demo "The Fog of Avalon® was not
that good, the sophomore effort "Lost In The Ages" had a doze of charm
within angry compositions. Later on a spit 7'EP with UNGOD, and now - an
album, born by the small label.

Like on the previous relsases DESASTER remain loyal to the tradition of the
style - they perform black metal in a raw straight forward form, sometimes
being fiery as the autumn storms, sometimes calming down to the dawn-like
twilight. Can't name their melodious parts melancholic or wandering - it is stil
the same dramatic music, onfy not that exireme. DESASTER smell of the 80
ies as well, thrash/geath influences make lhem sound quile ofd waved, with
today's technofogy. And what a tribule track "Dovirs Sword® for
DESTRUGTION! Very immense. Also check out "Visions in the autunm

Shades” and the last composition “Into A Magical Night"
Get this highly matured piece of strong traaitional black metal! Boih LP anc
(D cost the same: $22.

DESIRE

“Infinity... A Timeless Journey Through An Emotional Dream” {adv.)

SKYFALL

Mayhe the third Portuguese band to rise up ‘rom the local heavy
underground, followng MOONSPELL and INHUMAN - the lalter is still rising
as well. Oh yeah, DESIRC sound quite inferesting and scentful - they olay
doomy death metal, and i's possible to say "doomy” in this case, ever il's
death metal {in its stow formula)

I remember INGARNATED (the prename of DESIRE) as quite boring outfit of
the same style described, thus this first full lenghter & an appreciable
improvement. Ah, it's three yrs between thase recordings, so that realy
matters. But DESIRE surprisingly remained the same - sorrowlul mefanchalic
but rough brutal music. This form of crawing ceath metal was poputar 3 yrs
ago - CASTLE pons up in my mind. For me and sich people who fike that
{lowing/maving malion it's 2 coo! foliowe of what was started and just fully
forgotten. As well gothic meral fans shou'd accep: his - it has some variety,
female choruses, acoustics.. Male vocal departmenl is shared between
CASTLE rip-off grow!s and screamy bm type thoth performed by Tear) -
outstanding!

Alf in all, my thumb up, yet DESIRE wilt actually gain respect on those who
tike not just 1o listen, but to think together as well. Not for wimps! Avallab'e
from the band for $20.

DIABOLIC POSSESSION

“Ripped To Pieces”

GROUND ZERO ENT.

Originally those four tracks were recorcea back in 1993 and refeased as
demo tape of another American deathvash outfit with a brutal approach. Later
on GROUND ZERO ENT. rereleased it as an MCD), which is avaflable for $12.

What it's possible to hear on the platier are four straight forward
composilions, with no originality al all, yet performed orelty ok in the frames
of the style. Quite calchy, with changing speeds and several kinds of vocals
{from guttural growls to thrashy screams). Every tune is hardly different from
the olher, but in general it's listenable. And if you accent some other American
deathrash (there are Iots of shitty outfits), this might seem pretty inteliigent
Though to make a big deal with such the music was impossible even 3 years
hack. Or DIABOLIC POSSESSION prepares anything mindslowing? Hard o
helieve, tistening to this extend.

DIABOLOS RISING

"Blood Vampyrism and Sadism”

KRON-H/OSMOSE

As far as this synthetic black experimentalion is not a new thing already, the
pioneers of the sound had to work seriously to get the similar king of
extremity as was firmly used in "666". In my opinion this sophomore work yet
isn't that tight and briliantly amanged as the predecessor. Ok, DIABOLOS
RISING a bit stepped into other circle of pain - they have tried more ambient
synthetic music, together with extreme industrial madness. But for me
personally it isn’t that convincing, sounds like another project for that matter.
Moreover, yellow dyed piece of laser includes some compositions being
pretty ordinary for industrial straight forward music, but not DIABOLOS
RISING. In general Mika and Magus remained as dark as possible, as
frightening as never before, and get you over the edge. Mantle of lunar cult!
Yel for the perfection of "666" lhis time some slrokes should have been
necessary. Maybe for those who like more ambieni stulf (han bealing
industrial/core this will be quite a discovery. A gom for vamipires?

DISGRACE

"Superhuman Dome”

MORBID

Lads promised lo lealure some unrefeased tracks from the second,
unreleased DISGRACE album "Volume Two - Black Lizards Cry", but as it
spins on, | find only new typed lracks, and no death metal at all. For band it's
easier to say and to follow the path they all are info in 1996. Lel's hope the
idea to release at fast that legendary album won't die (Dave Rotten, what are
you wailing lor?!1).

Not much can be habhled on this eleven tracker, especially if you know my
opinion on the previous MCD. The same haterockmetal with dancable
qrooves, rock'n’roll thyihms, industrialized vocals and (more clear han earfien
sabbathesque sound. The last thing is new in DISGRACE everchanging
spectre of influences, but no doom or dark structures are used here, though.

Rock/metal suits well, but why "hate"? If this has anything to do with the
feefing fike this, it's only grungy/punky  proles: form . Cant stand il, sorry.
Umm, let's go dancing by this music, and then let's go vomiting. Nope, you'd
betler ignore this shit

DISMEMBER

"Massive Killing Capacity”

NUCLEAR BLAST/RELAPSE

One more intensive band tumed into a piece of rubbish. If it was any small
trendy outfit I'd piss on them. Yet when talk comes on DISMEMBER | just can
add that it's stupid to follow blindly ENTOMBED, and thal by wimping out you
can't slay “as always exlreme”.

Closh! Just fook at that cover... Even it's drawn by K. Wahlin and this quy as
always has done a good job, the idea is so primitive... The same is with
music. It would be ok, if only primitivism did the job, but DISMEMBER are a'so
much slower, mosh orientated, and Matli uses some kind of L. G. rip-off
vocals. Shauld we call it DISMEMBER?! Who of old death metal fans would
tisten 1o such a parody? So, just another sell-out for buttheads' pleasurc.

Three songs remind earlier DISMEMBER though, and | bel that's the last
compasitions of that killing death metal they ever written. | mean “On Frozen
Fields", “Collection By Blood", "Lile - Ancther Shape of Sorrow" and also
instrumental "Nenia", Make a four song sample out of this alhum, cuz the rest
must be ignored,

DISSECTION

"Storm of the Light's Bane"

NUCLEAR RLAST/RELAPSE

| remember “Cold Winds" - a track of this four piece in a DEAF Records
compilation back in 1993. It was so surprisingly melndic death metal
something new and unexperienced by that time. Three years passed and the
result speaks inslead of any reviews: DISSFCTION became e feading team:
of melodic Scandinavian black/death, with two incredible athums "The

ledo takas #5
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Somberlain" and this sophomore. eflort.

Surely the band hes firmly grown, even comparing to a debut album.
Extremely catchy lunes, classical tracking of eight compositions. It's difficult to
beligve hut listening to the music you simply forget about separate tunes -
DISSECTION turns as a musical event! Taking the album as a gathering of
fracks you get only five lunes of pure DISSECTION with decent speeds +
crushing heaviness + a bloodbath of metal shavings. Moreover, Unisound has
given the best possible production (especially compaing to “The
Sombertain”), where every individual touch of cymbal, soundscape of the
chord s felt if it's humanly possible to say. So, back to the tracks, "Where
Dead Angels Lie" is more of a blacky ballad with dreamy interchanges and the
perfect acoustic in the middle, spiced with drum rhythm! The climax of the
album indeed. Even "Night's Blood" and "Soulreaper" are damn pofished and
sound no less brilliant, The album starts and ends with two instrumentals, the
latter being a piano drama, as if completing the story of this Storm...

Another huge review could be written on the poems of Jon bul you'd belter
{eel that cold and blows of norlhem winds yourseives... “The blackness thal
falls is coming to stay”. Monumental,

DORMANTH

"Valley of Drcams"

ARISE

Quite a few metal releases upcome from Spain nowadays, and the range of
different types of the siyle is growing day by day. Formula of brutality ain't the
only in this land! DORMANTH f.e. play a neat blend of melocic deativihvash -
intefligent form with classic arangements, solid leads and up tempo
thylhmical section. Though a firm heavy melal touch is added, wilh melodic
quitaring first off all

In general DORMANTH can easily be icentified as the followers of old
AMORPHIS, PARADISE LOST and earier TIAMAT, only with 2 huger dose of
traditional deathrash. Since it's not the first try to copy those monsters, so it's
not the fasl either, and not the most perfect. In spile of that Spaniards are
quite sticky, not boring, a bit amusing, and hopefully not too weak as a metal

. band 'm not sure, huh). You can et this debut album for $18 from the

band.
Recently they kicked oul an original drumimer and seem 1o record soveral
new tracks to get another deal, as they've broken down with ARISE.

DORSAL ATLANTICA

“Alea Jaota Est”

COGUMELD

One of first wave thrash outfits from Braz', and 'm glad to review them as in
the past I've heara quite a few good responses on music from jungles. Can
asswe you - it's much better than (wo last SCPULTURA discs. Staying in
tradiitional thrash/death frames and playing the stuff with flaming energy. Only
vaealist Carlos takes tessons from Max citca'93, hut that's only a lesser part
of mfluence. DORSAL ATLANTICA path their own way thru death and thrash
alternative - changing lempos, ehanging spiril of each track {find here dark
sad songs & careless rock'n’rolt tunes). Plus add nice fiying leads - good
album quaranted! But old way, [ remind,

It stit can be not boring, stil showing some imaginalion in the depths of the
style. Only DA must take: serious care on vocal department and as soon as
possible to rid off the groove/mosh influences, as that's dasgerous with
possible result of hetraying the old style. By the way *his album is of 1994 50
there might be &' new recorn as well - ask the label about thal.

DYING BREED

“Represser Bul Not Extinct”

HIRAM/RPM

Hm. Bay Area thrashers? Not exactly, but rather in that sense. DYING BREED
definilely mix more than one straight style of metal. Some of the hest
recognizable would be thrash, speed, death and hardcore. The latter is fe't
thru the entire disc, and first three are fike another part of their music.

First of al i”'s not any new invenrion to combine thal stuff, Next, this outit
rolls on in a pure American straight forward manner, so for any experiments
{here's no place (lhe fast cut "Farth AD." doesn’t count). Just get 40 mintes
of raw metal with groovy rhythms, uptempo beats and hardcore type of
vocals. n my deep opinion Pal's guttural garglings deslroy quite a thick image
of this misic - at least it'd be more acceptable with another *ype or without
vocals! But that's a part of business and he only way is to throw this CD out
i you agree with me ahout vacals...)

By the way, "Anortioned Grie?* was featured as a soundtrack in movie called
"Beyond The Law", starring Charlie Sheen. so this should be a good push to
the band. DYING BREED prepares a new release as well, already recorded and
ontitied "Then You Dic®. Still you have some time to order this debut al RPM

EARTHCORPSE

“Born Bleeding”

SHVER

The next platter in a nonstopping flow smells of melancholic and ruce
atmosphere, no wonder that it comes from Brilish tstes. EARTHCORPSE boils
in the scene since 1991, and thal's their first full tength success, not
forgetting an appcarance on SHVER Ree. comp.CD few years ago. The same
song takes presence here, and that's the best they can offer indeed. Cther 5
tracks are so gloomy & unimpressive that you easily drop aslesp at least 2
times per song... That's & pity as EARTHCORPSE has some potential drifling
i sensefess ocean of depressive sioooooow death metal, Maybe they mostly
remind me Dutch CASTLE {rip) yet EARTHCORPSE express their feelings
pretty modeslly, which resills in a rather boring soundback for nostalgic
EMempances...

The music doesn't take you as much as it should have tol! For me doomy
soundscapes must recall those esoteric senses, at least some crying out
resporise Inside - 1 should took for the other album than "Bom Bleeding”. As
well [ musl el ya about seventh track, which is the opener actually, darrying a
pile of keyhoards' sounds - it just prepares you for a deeper melancholia than
it really is.

Wish guys {| mean Mark - voc, Mail - g, Dan - g, Bob - b, Justin - dn more
cloudy evenings next time...

EDGE OF SANITY

"Crimson*

BLACK MARK

Supremely!! Because it's FDGE OF SANITY, hecause it's a wonderfil
conceptual one track album, because it's a blend of new and old E(S,
beceuse iUs recorded in “Unisound”, because it fealures five excellent
musicians, because il shreds!

Dan stales the basic musical ideas wore written in 24 hours, and the lyrical
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concepl, a good futuristic story, took them exactly the same fength of time.
Well, evon it might be a slight overstaterment, EDGE OF SANITY simply prove
that real masters have no boundaries and their minds can work out something
great in any circumstances and place.. For the Swedes conditions were
pretly fine - the calchiness is a firm proof of thal.

Incieed this 40 minule frack seems like a long musical story with lots of ups
and downs, expressed by great speedy death metat (including hellish screams
of Mike/OPETH, similar to PAN-THY-MONIUM's Derelict), gothic overlones
taken from Dan’s experience with NIGHTINGALE, straight forward mid tempo
mefal breaks and melodious interchanges, reminding “The  Spectral
Sorrows"... Cne helluva "Crimson®, which is impossible to he described!
Experience it yourselves, metal kids. EDGE OF SANITY did it to confirm the
symphonic majesty of the style. Congratulations!

ENOCHIAN

"Night Monumental Evii"

LEVIATHAN

Ain't it a joke? Can't believe but it ain't. I'm sure - only for ENOCHIAN
members themsedves. Who else can be so silly and close mindad to write and
sing Norwegian Yyrics, use Norwegian symbols, act fike they're from the rorth,
when aciually the band is from Czech Republic?!?! Or those mid European
“Irue blackers" just wanna pay on trendy wave and gel some free money out
of that?* That might be true as what efse could those Norwegian titles on the
€D cover might mean? Il attracls such stupid kids who wanna buy as much
CDs with Norwegian litles as possible. ENOCHIAN presented themselves in
the silicst way imaginable, bul unfortunately it's getting not funny as far as
lhal image 1 concermed not for circus clowns.

Musically Czechs are close to trendy nordic bm sound with keyhoards which
remind PHLEBOTOMIZED, and clean vocals reminding ofd ISENGARD. There
are several average tracks flke "Monumental Demonium® or "Hedningenes
Hymne { Landet | Nord”, but in general that stupid image scarcs away even
lhe craziest Norsk fan, Avoid!t

PS. e got an information new ENOCHIAN is in English.

ENSLAVED

"Vikingfigr Veleii*

DEATHLIKE SILENCEAVOICES OF WONDER

I'm really sorry to feature 0 ofd release, but as soon as we are ready 1o
teview evarything we get we can't miss any old album. What's *he point to talk
anything when such a dlassic is on the row?!

Absolutely finest ENSLAVED work, which mage so hig impact on the scene,
which simply spread a word that black metal sounding band can be called
"viking metal” band. But that's another story.

This is one of the first bm releases, which made the author of those lines lo
adore this unholy style of art. Five prolonged and extreme comoositions with
a majestic touch, aggressive approach and northern monotony. ENSLAVED
have stepped from their arigins, this album was the last of that symphonic and
monumental sound, earfier disclosed on “Yggdrasil® demo ana *Hordanes
Land" MLP..

This tiack catalogue of all those works is now available on CDs, so move
your ass to get them all and remember thal "Vikingligr Veldi" shines the most
brighely among them

ENTHRONED

"Prophecies of Pagan Fire”

EVIL OMEN/OSMOSE

Conditionally possible to name ENTHRONED as sons of the second Belgian
hm wave (together with AVATAR), as Lney got deals after the famous ANCIENT
RITES. Right - both bands don't dig new styles, they play pretty known stuff
which was mastered in Scandinavia, it AVATAR happen 1o 1ip off Norge scerie
more o less, then ENTHRONED lke Swedish hordes. So - don'l think i's
lame music, cuz stuff is composed, arranged and played nicely. if there still
weren't enough oulfits from Sweden, this album would have been met like a
new blown of cold wind. But the problem is that there're quite a few bm bands
down Europe, so Belgians are tke a bit ‘ate with il.

Once again: it's much betler than loads of amatetirs with CIY deals, lel's say
from France or Fin'and. For real bm lover this band is a very listenable
experience. Only i you're getting fed up by the style - then leave it out for
others. CD is full of aggression, velocily, atmosphere, buming crucifixes, bla
bla... Worth of spinning out in my opinion.

EPIDEMIC CAUSE

“[ar Cast”

SHADOWS OF MICHELANGELO

The first product of new hon label (earlier known as a magazine only) is a
CD single of Japanesse industrial metaliers - thvee boys from (saka
EPIDEMIC CAUSE had some recordings fike demo tape and 7"EP in 1994, so
they aren't any newcommers about this nowadays poputar sound.

This is kinda pre-production to the first full length of the band, so it must
show what lhese extreme people are all about. They do that noisy industrial
with a help of distorted guitars, drum machine (foooh...) and wall of different
effects. If 1 gel them right EPIDEMIC GAUSE like mid and siow tempo rhythirs,
with more space for various interchanges, experimenlations, obscurity... Firsl
track Is siill mid tempoed, reminding PITCH SHIFTER, and then - slow {racks
of GODFLESHI kind. Vocalist likes both very extreme screams and almost
orying narrative singing.

At times this music finks a bit to modern alternative mainstream  maybe this
wilt be erased as sonn as possible. if not, | quess next time | have some
probiems to listen to them. Now industrial metal freaks can spin it for $8 only.

ETERNAL DIRGE

"Khaos Magick"

MORBID

Yo nol familiar with a debut album of this German team, but this sophomore
effort is firmly convincing! Indeedt | was wondered by that strong death metal,
perlormed in a unigue way, combining old style wilh modern lechrics and
oulstanding ideas.

Whal they reminced me at the early stage of fistening was NOCTURNUS! |
personally haven't heard much of music heing ke those gods, at least some
try outs of sounding ke NOCTURNUS were poor and soon were forgotten
ETERNAL DIRGE successfully invades into space death metal and continues
legendary epopee - mind you, with a very own blend of keyboard-laden
space soundscapes and dealh metal! At times this melal steps into lhvash
area, being quite raw yet caichy. Synthesizer makes {he main deal as the
person behind this instrument creates some flying atmospheres indeed! Vocat
slyle is similar to NOCTURNLIS, as well as (he production.

Moreover, "Khaos Magick" contains 200 MB of audio video mation data,
with a nice, yet a bit primilive cyber space animation and keyboard music! Not

that often yet, 5o show it lor your PC's - prepare them for biogide.
Very recommendable for NOCTURNUS fans, for the usual CD price.

ETERNAL SOLSTICE

"Horrible Within®

POSEIDON/DISPLEASED

Straight forward energetic thrashy death metal is what this album deals with,
The style every knows and the style hard to invent something outstanding (yet
we have some exceptionst). Even it's my first clash with ETERNAL SOLSTICE
{they have already one atbum and a split CD with MOURNING earfier), | can be
sure this band beats the same line since the beginning in 1989, and will beat
it til the end of days... The most reasonable comparison would be label males
ALTAR, though there coutd be much more comparisons indeed.

"Horrible Within® is ok if you still like uptempo beats, if you need some tight
metal, if you're tired of experiments in metal fields. Gist it's quite disappointing
if you have some more refined taste for music! t might cause some yawns due
0 the same cliches and orders: you know what will go after that part, then
again. ..

Yel for me personally such music gives some slrength, impulses 1o act in any
particular situation, so this disc won'l be put away for ages in my collection. At
teast for relreshment's sake.

ETERNE
"Still Dreaming*
CANDLELIGHT

Quite a name in the underground - this refease was rather fong awailed affair .

for gothic deom rock fans. The result is pretty ok, yet ETERNE siifl can't please
the evergrowing scene with something extra brifliant or al least enjoyable.

Still they sticcessfully mix pure gothic rock in the best radition of the qenre
and kinda pro ive doom with sure hints of heavy sound, met only in metat
spheres. Bu: the whole Iry seems a bit forced, as to the end you siart to fal
asleep due to the same combination of darkness and progyress.

Mayhe this tweive iracker would please more the golhic lovers, but Fd surely

look for something more expressive, with another style of vocalising and a real
drummer instead of a machine. Foggy Albion must have some opposite
energy towards myself...

EXCRETION

"Voice Of Hartnony"

WRONG AGAIN

Lock at the lahel which refeased this album and you'l ger a chue what it's
aboul. The saga of progressive neodeath metal continues! EXCRETION lake
the path (heir landmates DARK TRANQUILLITY, IN FLAMES and others have
pavee. One more surprise as they outburst wilh such a massive energy that

you forget about any tkeness and fall into this anteditvian chags, which has

the only ray of light - melody.
Like the res! of colleagues EXCRETION involve the power of heavy metal, yet
their extreme death metal rools are fell maybe more heavy than lels say, in

NAGLFAR music. Those guys as well know how to write neat compositions, so -
there’s no problem 1o get into them, to caich a fine through every single song

and the whole album.

Hopefully the change of style (it was done after two demos and exposed on
third "Suicide Silence") wasn't forceful in this case, and "Voice Of Harmony"
quite convince in that even the most sceptical listener. Nothing to add, jus! get
it for your collection (818 - Europe, $20 - elsewhierc).

EXPULSION

“Overflow"

GODHEAD

With this release of EXPLILSION the Stockhalm death melal history has been
completely written. It's not over anyway but the scene had a lack all these
years as one outfil still had no possihilities to scream out and now il's done.

Guys slarterd in 1988 togelher with NIHILIST, TREBLINKA, DISMEMBER,
GRAVE... Then something wenl wrong and others feft EXPULSION lar away
from the sucress. You see where Al greal Swedish dealh melal bands are
now? Take ENTOMBED, UNLEASHED, GRAVE, DISMEMBER... No one play
that old style (and no one is doing good music ioday). On'y TIAMAT headed
for something extremely fresh and they succeeded

EXPULSION aon't grind the pants eithor, but they took anothor direclion, This
tecord shows a hand as matured melal act with a heavy pounding attitude,
firm riffs and solid structures. It's not easy to call it death metal as the music
has plenty of classical riffs, some kind of BLACK SABBATH fee! and siow
moody manner. Only the vocal style of Mredrick doesn't apply 16 me - it's loo
soft and powerless. The music needs some deeper and strict voice,

Quite an inlefligent platler which might gain some lisieners. Somehow 1 still
think EXPLLSION will be quite different next time:

EYEHATEGOD

"Dopesick”

CENTURY MEDIA

Alter hvee years of silence on the sight again upcome New Orlean studge
pioneers. Glys did had some serious projects during those yrs, including the
appearing in DOWN, SOILENT GREEN and CROWBAR recording sessions.
When il comes (0 EYEHATEGON the band remained foyal to the tormentings
they were daing earlier. Again the album is packed with nihilistic iceas and full
of hatred soundscapes.

Can't say thal it suits me yet shidge/doom sickos wil fike it, Heavy rythms
turned slower and even more heavy. And besides that a new lopic is mid
tempo rock'n'roll thythm with conformable sick riffs and more than extreme
vorals

The production’s fit to the music: while it's raw - compositions sound raw,
while it's filed with hate and anguish - compositions sound heavy and
disgusting.

! doubt it FYEHATEGOD will find any new listeners with this new athum,
especially in Europe (here we have mitich more enjoyahle projects!), but for old
fans "Dopesick” can slilf be a biriliant, Like it or hale it

FATA MORGANA

"Fala Morgana”

DARK DUNGEON MUSIC

According to Havard Ihis isn't as important project as MORTIS 1o Ihe
composer himself, but who teally cares if it's magic, mysterious and
wandering? Indeed FATA MORGANA debut platter is quite different from
MORTIIS and VOND yet it does include the same keyboard dominance, even
the same darkened timing and that eventual trademark of DARK DUNGEON
MUSIC.




inverted

Those Swedes have surprised me once again. | was not sure
I'd dig “The Shadowland” up since | haven't been introduced
o what extrermos are up to now, but that platter kicked!
Guess what... INVERTED was interviewed in the first issue of
"Brainstorm" and back then ther bassist Dan {now in
DERANGED) was talking. Me wants to be honest: then 've
contacted them just seeing that pretty nice fiyer. Their music
was not bad, but..

And now INVERTED have much more to offer - their brand of
pure Swedish death metal has taken extremely sharp edge
while it's impossible to be senseless if you ever liked death.
I've got them again as you see!t One mutherfocker Kristian
tock care on my questions - he is responsible for drum
madness in the band, as wel as doing some underground
helluva job with his VOICE OF DEATH Records and distribution
label. We started up our discussion from growing since those
early days. It kinda reminds working in another way, not
forgetting that maturity which definitely has come to
INVERTED frazen scapes...

-Yes | agree with you that "The Shadcwland” is the biggest
step forward for us since the beginning. | see it only as a
natural progression of our music. We didn't sit down and
thought that "hey this time we should do something new"!
Instead we wrote the new songs just like the old ones. But this
time we tried 1o arrange and structure the songs in a better
way. We took a lot more time on us to put them together in a
proper way, stil | must say it's absolutely "the INVERTED
sound” with dark and brutal music, But stilt with room for
melodic riffs and rhythm parts.

"The Shadowland" dwells of some kinda own style, even it's
old fucking death metal! Kristian obviausly agrees:

-Actually ! think we have some Kind of own style. But we are
not trying.to-create directly any unigue sound for us. Instead
we play the ‘music: we really like and have listeried to.for so
many years. Andfo"be honest with you we don't give a shit
about trends, etc. We play dark death matal mived with some
old, thrash/black mefal the way it was meart to be! The old
ancient way!

Swedish death metal circa-"90-'92 still“makes a weighty
influence “on INVERTED sound, that's “some stuff like
reminiscences of the past - HYPOCRISY's "Pangtralia” crosses
my mingd over and-over again...

-Not only the old-Swedish bands influence us as a matter of
fact.. All7old” deatiblack and” thrash bands from middle
eighties to "90-'91 have quite a big inflience on us. Stil we
do our own music and we don't try to copy other groups’
sound. By the way, | don't like HYPOCRISY that much.

For the last couple of whiles INVERTED experience with new
vocalist Henrlk and bass player Joel (exEXEMPT, if someone
stit remembers them), so maybe those guys turned the rest
to create that stuff INVERTED are famous nowadays?

-We are very satisfied with both Henrik and Joel but actually
they have not written so much music on the new album so |
don't think they have changed our sound any special. But
since summer'95 we have a new quitarist called Anders
Malmstrom. Because original member Mats left the band
because of personal reasons. | think this will make a very big
impact on our next album. He is a great musician and fully

dedicated to the metal scene - just wait and see...

Death metal is deeply in their hearts, that's for sure. And now
Kristian reasons why some people call this music one sided,
without any feelings, no room to dwell it must depend on
every single person who listens to such a music.

-Death/black metal is not only in our hearts, it's our religion!
We live for the music. Honestly | don't give a shit about people
thinking that death and black is one sided. Then dan't listen to
it! This music s for people with dark and brutal feelings. For
persons who know how much spirit the death and black
bands put into their music. This is not a trend - this is a
lifestyie you choose!

And this music guys do is not overfiled with various technical
or masterly tricks, yet it's very listenable! A great deal within
its acceptability makes melody, even it's used in an own butal
way.

-Our music is pretty straight forward | suppose but still you
can find some melody and melodic riffs in the songs. We are
just playing the music we like and live for. I've nothing against
putting some melody in the songs as long as it is dark and
brutat.

Spearing over the recording of "The Shadowland" it was said
that the band was completely satisfied with it. Me thinks it's a
bit raw and deadened. Somehow | supposed INVERTED will
use another studio next time..

-Yes we are totally satisfied in how the songs tumed out, The
sound could have been a litile heavier and better - | think it

il be even better next time. About another studio - that
depends on how much money SHIVER Rec. are willing to put
into the next release money-wise. It's absalutely a question
about the budget for the next release.

in general, most SHIVER bands complain that the label is a
bit slow with-handing things... INVERTED €D also was
released only after a while since the recording. Surely it can't
please the-band:

-0f course it's boring with delays but that's nothing we can
steer Hapefully the next alburm will not be delayed at all. As
long -as:it s put out in & reascnable time we arg satisfied.

Wander or not, but INVERED had some rniice. relationship
with infarous WILD RAGS Recards:- this label.has made a
name of Swedes work in American underground:Although the
fretster reasons

-WILD RAGS has spread our name very well in'the States
but our relationship with them is not so good - nowadays.
Actually Richard C promised to put out our MCD in a rerelease
together with 3 bonus tracks but it seems like he doesn't give
a shit about it as it is 1 1/2 yoar delayed! He doesn't even
answer our letters anymore!

So who said this fucker is honest??! At lsast INVERTED say
no! Another important thing 1s INVERTED aways standed on
the devil's side, they never seem to refuse satanic agproach.
What causes this interest, this etenal source of all their ideas?
it's interesting to know why they don't spread their lyrics to
athers - it's also important charge!

-First of afl | won't call myseff a satanist because I'm not, |
an very interested in the occult subjects though, and that's
wiy [write about it in my tyrics. We dor't want to put the lyrics
outl First of all they are very personal and alse | think Henrik's

voice is pretty clear and mostly of the lyrics could be heard if
you just listen carefully. The music 5 the absolutely most
important thing and actually | see Henrik's growling voice
mare fike another instrument to create a dark and occult
feeling and atmosphere in the music. The most important
reason for the unholy/satanic approach in the music is that
this is what death/black metal is afl about! Death, destruction,
unholy rituals, blasphemy and anger. We live and play far the
dark and brutal music nat for any God or Satan. | see Satan
more ke a symbol for the fight against maney greeding
religions, especially christianity.

The band stil doesnt have that much live expenence
outside of Sweden. It's hard to get a decent tour nowadays,
while all organizers seek for black metal or atmospheric
bands and while SHIVER ain't that quick getting tours... Or
maybe it's not their cup of tea?

-It's very hard to get a good tour these days. We have
played a few shows in Peland and some in Great Britain but
most of the shcws have been in Sweden. At the morent
SHIVER Rec. is working on a tour in Belgium and Holland in
late '96. So we'll see what happens with that. Touring and
playing live gigs is the ultimate experience! We love it!

Step outside, where Kristian explains his outiooks to the
metal in general, not ignoring other types than death! He has
his very own opinion on so called "falss’ metal music:

-To be honest I'm mostly listening to death/black and thrash
metal + some real heavy metal. Grunge, hardcore and
Seattle metal/rock makes me puke. | don't give a shit about
false metal bands - they fade away pretty quickly anyway!

As I've mentioned earlier Kristian is strongly connaéted with
the underground world, doing his own distribution & small
label. Someone may call it "everyday: erap”, as it's no profit
thing for a drumimer. It's just-a way of living; and helieve me,
such pecple as-him-and me, hah, understand each other
very well...

-Yes, it's a way of iving! The underground is my life; - | wil
never stop supporting it. You're right | don't make that-much
money on my distro; but I'm now.slowly starting up-a-ecord
label and in 1997:1 will put al my timesinto that and
INVERTED. 1 can't actually think of working with something
else than mefal music. | spread the stuff both on shows and
through my-mailing list. Send 1 US$ or 1T 1RC 1o get my
latest list “filled “with -underground  stuffl Support the
everlasting underground!

Do it of curse, and it will shine as never brightiy! Here we go
o a close with INVERTED's Kristian, and. before fie says
about new songs of the band, let you all take the Swedas
very seriously - thelr music is awesome!!

-We have about 3 1/2 tracks ready by now (June’96: and
we will hopefully begin the recording of cur second alburn in
January'97. It will be out before early summer'97 | hope. In
the meantime order our full length CD and split 7'ap
(INVERTED/CENTINEX) from my address or from SFHIVER
Rec.! Thanx for the interview Tadas! Good luck with the zine.
Al underground maniacs and fans don't hesitate to write us
but be sure to include 1 1RC or 1 US$ for sure and fast reply!
New T-shirts avalable now for 16 US$! Stay dark!



K

You know, sometimes you get a chance fo take 1 listen to
the band you never heard before, and whatever huge your
surprise s that “new" unity of damn original musicians do
anything but a masterful artl! Me never ever had an idea what
OPETH might sound like and where the hell they are from until
CANDLELIGHT Records dropped some fines on them and their
debut album "Orchid”. It's reviewed down in another section as
well as OPETH's new work under the tite “Momingrise”, which
was just released - maybe the same week | had an opportunity
to interrupt into Mikael's busy summe .

"Bvening yourself! | feel fine thank you! | reckon the
remaining souls of OPETH walk the lorely path without
problems as welll", says (he frontvan towards my traditional
greetings. | believe the band had some busy time afler the
suocess of "Orchid": playing live, rehearsing, counting sold CD
units... "Oh yes,- Mikael continues,- of cowrse we have been
doing those things you mentioned as well, bt most
importantly, we have recorded a follow up to "Orchid" entitled
*Morningrise"! This second volume of ours is set to be released
in late July, so keep out for that onel We have been doing a
few gigs with MORBID ANGEL and BLOOD DVINE as welll This
took place duiing a week over in the United Kingdom!
Dtherwise... not muchi!" He must be kidding saying the fatter,
huh. That's the fabel which brought four Swedes to UK, but one
weak seems o be just a small tour instead of any bigger one
planned after the "Crchid" was out. "t reckon there has occured
a slight misunderstanding! We never really "toured” to support
“Orchid”. We've done a few concerts, yes, but no actual tour!
Anyway, CANDLELIGHT Records s currenty working hard to
find us a decent headline tour, but we'll see what happens:”

"Orchid" recording sessions took place in "Unisound" even
back in March 1994, far before the reiease. Some serious
reasons should have deLyed Ihe procew, or | guessed the
band dfidd it before the deal was signed. Guitarist/vocalict
reagons: "The deal from GANDLELIGHT arrved 0 late 1993
actually! There are numerous reasons for this annoying delay of
the record! In fact, the reasons are so many that it will take too
much time ta explain everything! Let me put it lke this...
lawyers, money, laziness!!" Nothing more nathing less. Going
further back 1o the starl, OPETH had only several rehearsal
tapes and nothing else up 4 this deal. They formed in 1992,
by the way. But you know, in Sweden 1o record a reh. tape is
nol & problematic as i Lithuania... | mean the sound might be
belter. "We did not release any of our reh. tapes! They just got
in the hands of tapetraders for seme strange eason! We didn’t
even send them out to the labels. CANDLELIGHT was the first
compary we ever contacted by ourselves due to our interest in
the fabel. By then, they had already decidad to offer us a deall”
- fimly protests Mikael, and he's absolutely nght - the music
OPETH perform must have been noticed from the very starll

Difficutt to stamp mwsic, hard to define what kind of label
might work with itl | guess CANDLELIGHT with their open
minds are pretty the peint, and why they shouldn't?!l "We did
have other offars, of course, bul CANDLELIGHT was the most
nteresting one! We still recieve offers from bigger labels, but
we're signed to CANDLELIGHT for one more CD! You're right
about the fact that OPETH isn't eacsy fo categorise, but I'd say

that this maller makes the companies getting worvied instead
of refieved! You see, we don't follow any tremds like the
companies dol 1 reckon that if we would have been a lotal
blisphemious black metal band we'd be signed t the biggest
metal label there is chie 1o this embarrasing BM trend!"

Returning 1o the beginning slage of the bend. it wasn't so
eazy to come to that mutidimensional sound, at least back
then... Anyway the deeper paltems of the subconscious were
still opened and made OPETH =0 wide, unlimited. "We used to
be an ordinary, and pretty darm mediocre death metal band,
but we found our sound eventually!” | guess the reason for the
evolution.in. OPETH's music-is-because we've all became belter
on handiing our “instruments. and_ Iherefore been able to

fans of their

experience more with our personal abiliies as well as the
band's concept!" Mikael answers to my statemen! about
reaching some higher, never before reached by others places

al forns: 'l do not see ourselves as an Ultraoriginal
. no one can deny the fact that we're superior in what
we dn! There i no other band on (his earth that sounds fike us,
but | think th son for the bands personalily is because we
dare to experiment a lot with different brands of music. We do
nol hesitate with any of our ilees as long as it sounds good!
That, my friend, & the only way to develop as a band. | see so
any young bands that not have got any identity of their own
whateoever, and | feel sorry for them because they are notning!
Trey are the spawn of others geas! Too many are not looking
beyond the fatest trend, too many dare not fo tread other
areaz! DPETH don't have that preblem any longer!”

Me was interegted since the very start about debut album's
ile and picture on the cover - so colourful and maybe naive?
Theie should be something common with the beauty
{flowers??)... A frontman haven't expected such a thought fmm
me, hal "t don't know what you mean with “naive”, but the title
reflects other things than just the beautiful fower on the cover!
The titie is not the concept of the atbum! Orchid reflects
OPETH! s as simple as thatl If you gaze behind that picture
yau might see it all too clear. The flower itseff represents beauty
and power, vitality! The darkness behind it represents danger,
Sum these words up and you'lh see what OPETH is about!"
Wel, my statement has provocaled quite heavy weighted
answer!!

The same as in debut album, "Mormingrize” is full of various
melodies - they definitely grab your inner whatever evil or brutal
it ! Classical melodies and the basic for OPETH: “As a
mugician melodies are essentiatl Melodic does not mean "nice”
or "cute™ To me music cannot be made without melodies! We
try to wite riffs and arangements that are immortall Riffs you
find yourself humming about 10! Hell yes, it's a basic element
for us! OPETH s a melodic band, but melodicaly
unpredictable !

What Mikael thinks about his growls or screams - do they fit
that perfect the whole concept & ambience” I'm sure this part
of the band will remain forever uniike many post-death oulfits,
which refuse it and starts to “sing' like pop stars (CEMETARY, i
you want some names, ha ha). "Every person has got different
opinions, bul we feel that the screaming voice is part of our
enlie sound, <o are the acoustc guilars, so are the clean
vocals. We would not have done this atbumt if we couldn't stand
bennd the material to 100%! 'm oroud to say that | am a
huge OPETH fan! And | have every right to be since | write
most of our materiall This doesnt make me a hotshot in any
way! | have other favourfies as well, | just appreciate my own
work!" It must be the point when a frommdn Knows that he is
on-the right way, that his effort makes the audience:be
amazed!

fwas quick to name the band as quiter oriented, and maybe
it was 100 much to pronounce the names of M.FRiedmann,
S.¥ai, YMalmeleen... But Mike must like making music-similar
fothe grands of guitar!! "Oh, Yngwie i a personal God! | lotally
adare his first three albums!! They are absolutely top-notch!!
Bul, 1 do not see OPETH releasing an instrumentat album with
only solos an it We are @ band with a big musical interest, an
interest 1o try othar paths within the neverending farest of
musict But one thing i for sure... OPETH will always make an
OPETH album, not something elsel”

Somebndy might have alrcady neticed that the same Mikagt
dppears on the newest EDGE OF SANITY masterpiece: called
"Crimson" with his infernal screams reminding me-PAN-THY-
MONIUM on those ‘parts! Again my collocuter screams out:
“Dan and | are great friends, and | admire EOS as wel, so i
was nothing but sheer pleasure to participate inthe making of
"Crimson”! That album i a masterpiece and death to them that
say anything else! I conlains music, real music, not overrated

K

Gothenburg  rubbisk!! Oh, maybe fm ioo had on the
Gothenburg people. Let me say like this... AT THE GATES rules!!
To me it was an honour to put my voice and =olo on the
“Crimeon" album! It i, in my opinion. aready a milestone within
the world of metalll" And so Mikael ju whal | might wiile
in-my "Crimson" roview, yel me goes further contioversially
saying that EQS include wome OPETH influences on
“Crimson"lll Maybe #'s vice-vera and the lalter “mp\y made
some haoks sound catehier or more perfec t”?“ | am aure
that Dan has got influenced by the sound of OPETH &= ne's one
of our biggest supportera! If ue, Heel it's an honouri I'm
too influenced by the EQS sound, and ezpecialy the new album
of theirs!

As you know earlier some CANDLELIGHT refeases like
EMPEROR, ENSLAVED were pressed by CENTURY MEDIA in

States. | had an info there was some negotiation aboul “Crehid”
being pressed like this, vet it hasn't warked finally: "They were
supnosed 10 do "Orchid" as well, bt Lee (CANDLELIGHT bass
- T) wasn't salisfied with the money they offered, so this fel
through! Of course, | am disappainted, but | am glact that our
CD is avallable there any way through RELAPSE! I've been in
contact with the American CM office for quite a while now, and |
know for a fact that the enfire office are worshippers of
"Orehid', =0 I'm a bit confused that they didn't affer more to get
the license for itl But USA s a difficut market when it comes to
music, and especialy when it comes to the music of OPETH
which might be more than the yankees can handle. ! think they
ware afraid that it wouldnt sell enough copies! The thing is that
moet of the letters | receive dre from the USA which might
mean that there is a bigger interest for OPETH there than CM
think!" Yap, it's a damn poor attitude to miss such a band fike
OPETH.

Anyway, one American record label still noticed them and
offered to participate in legendary nowadays CELTIC FROST
fribute compilation album!! It was DWELL Rec. which inchider]
the Swedes and gave them not any other track but "Circle of
the Tyrants", which they remadtz info some kind of atmospheric
version!! Mikael deals on that matter: "When we were offered
to participate in this CD, we found out that none of the other
bands had-chosen this fiack, We thought that a tibute to
CELTIC FROST wouldn't be complete without it, so we chose it
ourseives! We 1ehearsed il 3 times, and then we were ready to
record! | feel pleased with the way it came out. We had never
uzed keyboards befoie, sn thie was an interesting cpporturiity
to try it out! This was though, the one and only lime we will use
keyboards! We wanted to sound like it waz OPETH covering the
50Ng, <0 We rearranged it a bit... put our own brand on it if you
prefer!"

Quite & step aside was to-know. Mikael's favourite and mast
listerable musical artists for this day. And™ he immediatcly .
slarted to list-them all.. "CAWEL, BLACK SABBATH, JADE
WARRIOR,  CRESSIDA, CULPEPER'S  ORCHARD,  INDIAN
SUMMER, " €ZAR  STILL. LIFL, - MEFISTO, SCORPIONS,
BETLEHEM ASYLUM, BEGGARS OPERA, FANTASY, KDRPSE,
SPIROGYRA-UNICORN," LED ZEPPELIN, FRUUFP TEARGAS,

“MELLOW "CANDLE, - FOREST, NECROMANDUS -and more.."

Jada, quite impressivel

Back- 10 the new record, a frontman told- that "it is. called
"Moraingside" and it vitl incluce 5 new tracks, and the album is
exactly 66" minutes and 8 seconds long!™ | bet my stereo shows
66:0711 5o, "the magic hidden on this disc is more progressive
and symphaonic than the "Orchid" adventres! | recken that if the
listener concentrates on- the music he/she wil be granted &
journey never before experienced when it comes to the world of
musicl This is for your souls, for your deepest thoughts. Bring
them ol give us the control, give'Us the right to meamerize your
spiritual mind! The adventure’s waiting for you, . So far the story
ends-with Momingside - impassible to categorize music, which
must be-absorbed hearing the entire album and not the first two
minutes of track one, according to'above mentioned | ee
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If we compared FATA MORGANA with those refeases it's much more
diverse, with changing mood, no wonder that seven compositions are
featured. Anyway it's slil depressive, dreamy and supreme due to
hackground shivering sounds. As well the compositions are emotional and
those emotions fiow from the nalure, | guess. Some opened views raise
listening to "Fata Morgana" or "Stargazer": maybe vast pits of water, cloudy
skies and even burning ground

You won't hear any vocal try out on lhis disc, so this is fike special
Moreover, 'm sure such music is much more aceeptable to wider
audience, and | have already some examples. !f you see any figures while
lurking inio the sky, this might interest you either. Order at DARK DUNGEON
MUSIC - CD costs $18 (Europe)/$20 (world), LP - $20. Like a purified
hlend of violent nature.

FLESHCRAWL

"Bloodsoul"

BLACK MARK

Who thoughl German comho will soft down? Nobody! And the result is
clear: "Bloodsoul” kicks the same doze of heaviness off your arse as the
previous full-length “tmpurity”. Old school of death metal prevails in the
band's compositions, yet FLESHCRAWL manage to polish not ony
technics of this style bul also structures of each lrack. Thal's why their
blend of nalural aggression, power of style, energy and brutalily let
FLESHCRAWL name asone of the leaders cf the scene. In Germany |
guess lhey overran their cofleagues, at least being the oldest dm band,
grinding the ancient way!

This time sessions took place at Peter Tagtgren's own Abyss Studios, and
again the sotind iss desirable. It also got a chance to featire Peter on some
screamy hacking vorals!

Aha, quys at last decided to vrint their bloody lyrics - not that very
Frightful, what do you think Stefan?! FLESHCRAWL also seem 10 lost their
original bass player so the bass tunes were recorded by quitarist Mike.

As always Germans stayed (rie to themselves and again recorded one
unreleased track of another hand - DEMILICH from Finland {see review
elsewhere). | bet "Embalmed Beauty Sleep" sounds 100x greater here!! In
general that fee! of ancient dm is finked with Scandinavian (ie. Finnish)
school - maybe thal's ony my remark? Bio states: "Bloodsout” is an album
which no die hard death metal freak should miss! Stefan adds: "It oozes
hiood!" So is my opinion.

FLEURETY

"Min Tig Skal Komme"

MISANTI IROPY/AESTHETIC DEATI

Alexandzr and Svein Egil are right not commenting what kind of music
Lhey play - tha'’s the matter of the listener. Whelher you had some meeting
wilh FLEURETY earfier, you're inieresled fo check out what kind of progress
Norwegians made and surely you are even more excited afier reading that
they tumed more experimental and innovative way. It never heard of the
hand name - check them out, as these Quys do that music out from their
feslings and heart put into it

Though why to hide thelr bm roots? Early stuff was much in that vein, and
it's falt here either. Though FLEURETY couldn't avoid melling down to the
level of progressive outfit, they still remained thal inspiringly fresh, even
withiout siren screams off "A Darker Shade Of Bil" ER. Added is the feeling
of subtle nature touch, purely exposed with these acoustic/electric musical
parts and freeing female voice. I'm sure cover artwork says much about
1hem... it's of undescribable colour, haha, but is quile fine.

Reccomended stufl for flying souts and heartburning visionaires

FORGOTTEN SILENCE

“Thots"

ORSCENE/METAL AGC

Czech Republic is responsible for a couple of majestic atmospheric bands
and FORGOTTEN SILENCF is one of them. That's their second release,
which consists of ahout 70 minutes of gloomy refreshing music. A debut
demo was released in 1994 and was called "The nameless forever... the
last remembrance”

So, this second step is as various and lively that i's nol possible to put it
in any frames. A crossection of dwelfing biows, anger of fiery sparks,
antique firestorms, and tears of heaven... Feelings are flawing from this
album, human desires take a shape...

No wonder that "Thots* are based on |. Allende's book "La Casa de los
espirilus” and B. August's movie by the same name. As they name this
music s ‘orignal motion pictwre”.. Who knows, maybe further on
FORGOTTEN SILENCE will make a souncitrack to any movie?

Firstly released as a demo tape, this was quickly noticed by lwo local
labels and pressed on CD format! That's not the end in FORGOTTEN
SILENCE's career - I'm sure.

FURIOUS TRAUMA

"Eclipse”

EUPHONIOUSAVOICES OF WONDER

Already the second album of Danish thrash addicts and damn good picce
ol energetic. metal. Mind you, some old rockers perform their hest on this
platter: Lars Schmidt with quitar and vocal duties (for some time he was
KONKHRA bass player) and Morten Nillsen on drums  {recorded
MERCYFLIL FATE's returning "In The Shadows" opus back in 19930. So,
1o speak about quality of structuring and composing the tracks is a wasle
of time. Indeed the production is raw thrashy, yet tight and packed well

The style FURIOUS TRAUMA play can be named as a blend of old and
new schools thrash, with clear core influences, especially what concerns
Lars screams. I be befter lo do wilhout this element, as the resling
thrash pit is decent: nol fast as fuck all the time, bul aggressive at any
stage. Classic vibes and melody appear in more moody compasitions like
“My Dying Time", while faster kicks remind SACRED REICH fespecially
*Sacred Bondt"!) or exlremas EPIDEMIC.

Social lyrical approach makes this less attractive, but in general for a
mademn thrash lover it will be a nice gem. Avallable al VOW for $18
{Scandinavia/$21 {Europe)/$23 (world)

ledo takas #5

THE GATHERING

"Mandylion®

CENTURY MEDIA

How strongly one person ean influence the enfire band! My guess that
vocalist must rule such a sensilive music as this outfit performs. Don't wanna
return to so widely spoken earlier stuff of THE GATHERING, just say | liked first
and haled next album. Anneke surely is the brightest what could gel that
chance to shine again. Doubtlessly five guys have never lost a firm approach
{0 symphonic metal music, but they were feeling that only this kind of
vocalising heauty can raise the music to the top.

"Mandylion" fetaures 8 equal composttions and I want to say they are as a
neat carpet of pulsating natural existence, sometimes running out (o the
forests of gloominess {*In Motion #1%), other times making it free as young
and careless child of lost generaticn ("Leaves”). Please check ot a video of
the latter song, if you still have some doubts. THE GATHERING have managed
to release themseves from earfier death metal tunning, so the result is
ireversibly flying. Like those strange machines...

THE GATHERING weren't THE GARHERING if their music have not included
that spacy synlhesizer experimenialion, and | can just agree with bio
statement ahout PINK FLOYD type of brand music. But Anneke makes the
main deal - crying, singing, breathing, whispering and doing miracles with her
voice, which can't be described. Make sure that this release ain't temporal -
enjoyment arrives every time one fakes a fislen... yeah,

THE GATHERING

“Sirange Machines"

CENTURY MEDIA

It's a single released scon after "Mandylion® was oul. Features two versions
of a lile track, one of them - in a single ecfl, another - normal track version.
As well two live cuts are inclided: "n Motion #1* and "Leaves”, both from
“Mandylion'. They were recorded on 8th October'd5 in Hofand during the
show. | must admit THE GATHERING are real strong live, especially Anneke!
She uses her voice with the same sharmpness, not forgetling any thinness and
adding nalurat ferceful development of the line within the track. It's possible to
feel her breathing at times, the music seems so close to the heart. Of curse
sound is perfect, maybe even better than sludio effort (ha). As ! know it's jusl
a promotional single to “Mandytion" , but every collector must ask about it. No
less enjoyable than above reviewed masteriece.

GEHENNAH

"King of the sidewalk”

OSMOSE

Surprisingly this joke is not over, so maybe Swedes are going Lo lead this
drunk path further on?! Me was thinking it's just a funny story to make a good
laugh at current bm trend, when GEHENNAH released "Hardrocker”. This
sophomore release anyway put this band somewhere closer (o metat than
circus arlisls - they simply got a hit more conscious about what they are
doing. 1's more felt not in the music, but in general attitude to things of
musica’ industry. At fast they got a chawe to hecome sober once, and
describe thal GEHENNAH stand on old heavy rock'n'roll and nothing else.

You must have not much brains Lo creale and perform such a music,
especially that it was overpolished by one and only band - MOTORHCAN! And
they are still alive, y know!! Hun, that might happen with Swedes too, yel they
have the ido's and nol every fucken lislener s as "wise® o ignore
MOTORHEAD accepting GEHENNAH, Otherwise speaking, clowny image is
the only thing Lhis outfit has as own, Hut softy metal and hard rock kids will
like them in any case.

No fun to lisien to alcoholics who make it dirty - first of alf you must get
sone vadka or whiskey, and oaly then to put "King of the sidewalk®... Not a
very charmy perspective though (bang your heads for Satan).

GIGANDHI

"Rafflesia”

TBANQICES (OF WONDER

Accarding lo bio Danish rockers violenl the scene since 1991, being one of
the most promising acts. Maybe that's fike 1hal, bist on Ihis record | can't ses
anylhing whal could raise them as a uniaue outlit,

We have a deal with hardcore and metal influenced industrial music,
performea in the manner of current trend. Can't say that it's bad structured
music, of mindiess are the musicians, but it can stick only to real industriat
headhangers. Moshing parts do nathing ‘or me, !'d rather enjoy those yelling
experimen's and sampled ambien! exolosions. Yel two s arc good +
provoking: one in "No Shame”, another in "In My Head"

Guess what - GIGHANDI s infiuenced by hindu refigions and the term
“hindustrial® slicks to the stuff they perform. Though to feel Indian
souncscapes among heavy mishmash is as difficus as 1o separate industrial
from hindustrial,

GODF S s the keyword so0 you know to fove or hate it

GODFALL

"The Sound Of Robogroove”

ABSTRACT EMOTIONS

On the first 15 minute MCD release Finnish five piece shows quite a step
aside from their earier matedal. | remember GODFALL as a quite groovy
deathrash oulfit with a good sense of emotion in their music, at lgast on
REPULSE compilation. s their problem, bul a new approach ain't very
exciling... Take the landmates GOD FORSAKEN {mostly) and CONVULSE, add
some hard rock and METALLICA clowning - you've got it. Not that much
conwincing, right? At least for those who supposed to see GODFALL among
the innovators...

Moreover, skipping off ane morc additional track ('Fertile Tears™), which was
mostly like the old stuff and which was included on original advance to MCD,
shows that guys simply are trying to forget their demo times... A pity.

This five tracker is indeed well-structured anai greally performed hy the
band, and il brings even more groove than earlier, yel 'm quite disappointed
wilh GODFALLs attitude lo lake care on anything but trends. Too weak
attitude and loo weak efforl!

Dancable music for only $11 everywhere.

GODXILLER

"The Rehirth of the Middle Ages"

WOUNDED LOVE

Duke Satanaet s the god of this praject, putling all his antichristian powers
into majestic medieval biack metal music. Even drums are programmed as
many one man projects fike lo do, this 5 track MCD sounds very cool! Not
one sided, not monotonous, not copying one or other popular trend, bul
keeping an own spirit, dozed with the style's carcass, fundament. This prince
of darkness from Monaco knows how lo atlract atlention  he does lhe music

intense, crushing, but melodious and haunting too. The need for GODKILLER
increases proportionalty to the number of listens.

Ok, don't expect here any outstanding stuff either: vocals are the mix of Varg
and Vanargandr of HELHEM, keyboards remind noctumal play of the
winterdemons, and quitar riffs st link o Scandinavian tradition (but aren't ihe
copy of anyonel). | fiked the best "Path to the unholy frozen Empire” due to
mystic keyboard fine and fitting almosphere. You need no other outfit whilst
searching for the hm of highest rank able to strike the lrend. Watt for a debul
CD in the fall of 1997.

GODSEND

"In The Eleclric Mist"

HOLY

The lightning doesn'l slrike at the same place twice, and when i comes to
real masters, they don'l repeat hemselves on and on. “As The Shadows Fall"
was a pure doom album in its lradilional form, like you it or not. So this time
with mastermingt Gunder Audun Dragsten and four added bandmenbers
{including Henrik Pettersen - ex.CARPATHIAN FULLMOON) GODSEND strike
with something lotally dilferent in a dreamy gothic music. A huge progress
and free challenge, simply the compasitions from the hearl, fike you il o nol

Difficult o name it metal, it's more fike a blend of various moods, beginning
with 70-ies progressive rock and ending with doomy slow metal
compositions with an ambient touch. Every track stands on its own,
independently tuning the doze of heaviness, emolion, «cmanlticism and flight
of thought. *In The Bitler Waters" has a base of distorted black melal quitars,
while many other lracks do without melal heaviness, using only clear voices
{Dan Swano on backing vocalsl), acoustic quitars and piano harmonies,

In fact first three tunes seem to me a bit too softy and joyful, yet beginning
wilh "In The Biller Walers" | starl getling into this €O, and Lhen il's cool tit the
end. And that conlinues with every listen. In other words, experience it
yourselves, but be ready to a fine suprise.

GOLGOTHA

"Melancholy"

REPULSE

GOLGOTHA wou'd he 2 very cool atmospheric/death metal band if it had
another voealist. Moaning efforts of Amon are very weak and completely out
of place in this moody music. He would beller it any mosh/core shil, cafled
aggressive music. Or LIMING SACRIFICC would be a good examole to
comparg.

Everything else is more or less brilliant, inchuding glooy atmospheres, slow
flowing "motion® parts, which aren't that pirre copy of eary PARADISE LOST,
but rather of that wave. Faster dealh melal compositions bring more energy
and dramatism, hut they are polished and conslructive. Both sides of
GOLGOTHA mix together and biend into rather melancholic and still heavy
resull, Jose contributes a doze of synth hackground, even (he same Amon
with his narative vocals adds some charmy tones 1o the whole. So does
Carmen (female vocals),

| can't leave GOLGOTHA not mentioning the incredable production and CD
layout! Jesus Canovas - remernber this name, as he draws some wonder ful
abstract pictures, 11 of them are fealured in the booklet. It impresses..

So, if you're able to ignore shitty vocal dulies, then "Melancholy™ might
seem at least good. Otherwise let's vaait for line up change... $16 is the price.

GRAVE

"Haling Life"

CENTLRY MEDIA

Ha ha, still hating file... It absolutely doesn't mean that wilh such a [eeling it's
possible to make good inteffigent music. Al ieast GRAVE decided to spit on
anylhing hey had done in the past and with such a label of being Ul of
halred Lhey think ten new tracks are (reat. Bullshitl! Slop making a laugh of
yourselves, giys. It would better fir the tite "Making buxx® or mayhe
"Clowning ENTOMBED, as they had done damn good sales with .. Blues".

Il makes me sick to hear thal so dedicalad i the pas: bands jurp on the
hangwagon and try lo survive in the with minaless songs and shitly
albums. Who needs such a shit? Only some snolters can buy "Haling Life" to
please their silly instincts on silty moshcore parties. Pounding fravesty of
death metal.

Aciually GRAVE former bassistivocalist Jorgen departed to INTOMBLD, so
this afbum lealures only Ola {uitarsivocals) and Jensa (drums). I they are
gonna stay a two piece, it's simply possible Lo bury ever raging death metal
hand. Bayeot:!

GRIMOIRE

“A Requiem for The Light"

EUPHONIOUSACICES OF WONDER

Quite an interesting case: black metal from lsrael going along with antinazi
adverlised Danish labet. What do all n/s bm heroes say ahout this? Everyane
knows what, hah. | don't wanna draw inlo any kind of political aspects in my
musical review seclion, so let's take a look what this requier slands for.

Comparing (o the first and only demo of year 1985, four musicians
improved with thelr technics and musical ideas as well. Thelr early material is
very primitive and typical bm {in contrary Lo the bio stalemenl "the most
original black melal lo come out of 'sraeh), s0 { sincerely haven't expected
anything betler from s debut fult lenglh. Well, it's still lypical Scandinavian
slyfing, but wilh more creqits ta own almosphere, first of all added due o
Eden's (MERCENARY, ENOCHIAN KEY, SAD ENTHEUS, etc) keyboard
magnificence. Again | wouldn't agree with bio, where oriental louch is peinted
as priotity - maybe in "Nevuath Ha'Tom", but it's not a usual track. More or
less GRIMOIRE take the bm "made in Europe” roots and perlorm (hem with
quality, even not hothering that much about originality. Hot & impressive cover
arti

Ge! it from VOW for $20 in Scandinavia, £27 in Europe, $23 in the world
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HADES

"Alone Walkyng"

WOUNDED LOVE

When a hand is great in what it is daing, it's great since the very beqmning.
That's why some demos fefeased on CDs are so cocl and wanted in the
scene. HADES bring back their earlier recordings. which are no less wonderful
than a debut album. The demand for "Alone Walkyney” was so huge Ihal a €D
release was a question of time only.

Even it fealures lwo album tracks (‘Unholy Conrregation® & "Hecate /
Queen Of Hades") and one song soon-10-he featired on the next alhum, this
smaller still remains c'assic of black metal genre - pounding, crushing an
infernal. Cven thaugh the sound quality isn't perfect (done in "Grieghalien”

.“ ) :
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back in 1993), and these versions differ not thal much from later recordings,
HADES make it very very charmy, with pure flesh and blood. Three songs are
worlh of helng purchased and it's a pleasure them won't be put down with the
release of this MCD. Buy or dig!!

HADES

" Again Shafl Be"

FULL MOON

Even it's rather ouldated and recorded back in June'94, a aebul abum of
HADES remains one of the black metal classics togeiher with the most known
and adored mastemicces. This disc marked the style, its sickest and most
hagl! horders, the very depth of the dark. where even the ravens are
frightenect by their own shadows. HADES have glorified the world of the death
itself, from the insicle, not as a lar away laid land of imagination, but the island
fisell.

Those four wilnesses have sereamod oul what they ot about that world of
immortals - with the eyes of hrave dwellers and with the minds of cursed
quards, who know the entire dominion of Hecate... Pounding, flowing style of
HADES attracls whal they see lhrough Iheir feverish eyes. Screamy tones of
Janla firmly strenghten the mood of misanthropic visions. And those mid
tempo parts {especially irs "An Qath Sworn In Bjorgvin®) make the whole album
very bilter, grimly majeslic, with an oath to stand on the ideals forever Longly
horties of black ravens were the only wimesses of this dark act...

And now fols of listeners have been those, who took Lhe sword of
misantropy with a wish fo defend this ancient bit:eress, Be the nex! - $18
(USAVE20 (world).

HEADS OR TALES

"Elernity hecomes a lig"

BLACK MARK

Another piece of iaditional metal from German label, which nad discovered
anite a few good teams, inclucing MORCGANA LEFAY and TAD MOROSE trom
Sweden.

HEADS OR TALLS hait as welt rom this land and their music is father in the
sanie vein as afore mentioned bands. They also inchucde clements of American
schoo' of heavyfrock

S0, & tracks of powermeavy metal with poundiing riffs, high pitched vocals
and firm> drums. Cool to hear some double bass within this monumental music
boiders. On the other hand quys invade every now and then info hard rack
walers drawing some infuences even from SCORPIONS. Though it's nol
anything poppy melal afike!

Prohlem of HEADS OR “ALES is that every other track is similar to the next
and variely is harc lo find on the disc. To stand it lor 57 minutes is a bit
problematic. With years this variely showld appear - then HEANS OR TALES
might gel some niore response fike thoir landmates. Al least the polential is
strong accaring to this refsase.

HEAVENSHORE

“Belween Human and Divine”

HFAVENSHORE/RFPUL SE

Spanish answer to atmospheric emotional meta! with the straightest links 1o
KATATONIA, The music is slow. dreamy and quite monumental. Screamy
vocals add the same blacky touch as in KATATON'A creation. HEAVENSHORE
yel is more I nal, withou! those dark atmospheres, bul more with usaal
metal consonances,

Unfortumalely only A driim machine is used (pretly okl) as well as the
stuctires aren’t hat special, heara ance. In general it’s only Miguel who is the
manman, and Femando taka Lugubrous, known from Pis vomils in
HAEMORRHAGE!) roing quiie intelfigent screamy vacals. Rather unbelievahle
knowing his addiction (o grind/gore

Qut of four tracks “Cold Ociober OF The Grey Fminence" s the best, nol
besause it ses a female singing (Aicia), biit tathe duie to catehy riff and easy
repeaiable melody. Not a bad MCD, especially for aimospheric SCreamy doom
f hut the absence of identity is st a smait lack. Improvable thing, guys!
Avatlable at REPULSE for §10

HECATE ENTHRONED

“Unan Promethean Shores stseriplured Weters)"

BLACKEND/PLASTIC HEAD

How many people have played in CRADLE OF FILTH? Not the easiest lagk,
when you sart counting the outfits of ex. C.OF members: DECEMBER
MOON, THE BLODD NIVINE, HEGATE ENTHRONER... Not a single biand has
overrun them in musical superiorily nor crealed any unique exiia division of
oark, black or doom metal, but you can't blame any band for being lousy, not
worih of admiting

HECATE ENTHRCNED are the mast close to C.OF both musically and image
wise (hey even use the same corsepaint style), so British "black metal stars”
followers can obtain this MCD {costs 6 pounds anly) without any fear lo be
aisappoinied. K's 30 minutes long six racker, so really worth of those money.
M s varied than C.0F, more straight forward thythms and riffs are
used, hut it's stil supreme British bm. Screams 100% a ta Davi, keyboaras of
midnight masquesade, and no bizarre breaks o jumps ito other styles unlike
CRADLES do that.

“his oulfit is strongly supported by their young but decent fabel, so f'm sure
HFGATF ENTHRONED won't delay with the first fll fength so0n, supporled by
amean European tour. The start looks promising

HELHEIM

"Jormuncigand”

SOUSTIMUM

Anolher discovery from Northern part of the conlinenl. Demos were one
Lhing - Twas interested in the band, bt not that much. And now - they eniered
my circle of honoured and very listenable bands. Fast furious black metal - bul
its not entirely filing the altum. Mast part of compositions - that's right. They
creale the base of HELHEIM. Meant to be raging, dark, extrenie, on lhe edge,
like: Kiting; pagan sword. And gel your ears near "Nidr ok Nordr liggr Hevegr™:
siow motion, lar nor(h ingtruments, fema'e exlravagantic voice... Not the usual
HELHFIM stuft, and not usuat for bn made in extreme way,

After that velocity of devils sounds even greater, But once again was excited
10 hear synth and piano effects in belween speedy parts of "Graviagl i
Cliudne!! Creales a mood of majesty, baille seenl, grimness... And the final
nafl lo my grave - "Galder" named tune which consisls of Very raw screams,
performed much better than the mos! frightening ABRUPTIM miniature. | hag
My goose-skin indeed while fistening!

"Jormundgand” is black metal album hard o miss due to ils extremily,
creclits 10 the roots ana own mystic ideas.

HYBERNOID

"Today's Tomoirow's Yesterday"

DISPLEASED

s niot a new album of HYBERNOID, but a crossection of what they've done
earfier and what we can expect in a futwre. Like the title suggests album is
dividea into three strict parts, the fast of them being two 7'EPs and one
demo song rereleased on CD. Next part is two new songs in a known
HYBERNOID atmosphere and tradition, maybe with more melody and
inlefigent acoustic memories. Sincerely, if you tked a debut album, "Dread
The Time" and title track are just in the same way - progressive doonvrock,

And the middie of CD tracking is filed with the most controversial stuff -
ambientAlschno/ndusirial music, spiced with old tracks’ samples and metal
laden guitars. Something slill unexnerienced by metal freaks, yel HYBERNOID
aren’l at the early stage of experiments. Moreover four funes are pretty
acceptable, especially "When Two Lives™ with 2 hard-edged techno rhythms
and dancable inftiative. Calmer rhythms aren't that convineing, though

For close minded person this will be too strang, but others may surely buy
this for a coliection ($19).

IMPALED NAZARENE

“Fatex Cult

OSMOSE

Punk's not dead  that's for sure as far as Mika Luttinen continues his
musical carreer. This ime hiring all thiee BELIAL members a frontman kinda
made his own project, o should we call it BELIALED NAZARENE?? Yep,
BELIAL ended up after their unsuccesstily shitty "3", and they really found a
good shelter under the belt of one Finnish extremist,

Back o the album  it's punk, even thrashy, even blacky al limes, bul stit
pLnk! Gall it back (0 the rools due to Livelentless extremity - indeed there is
1o sivilar melodiousness fike "Suomi Finland Perkele” was famaus for, and
you'd betler give i a comparison 1o ine debut abun: Though " aex Cull!
surely can't stand above or even in ene row with “Tol Cormpt.." - that was
extremity from the dsep undsrground, now is extremily from a famous DUNK
Star iiving in & modern Brussels straal. Should Mika really fike 1o burn one of
lacal streets? Maybe nuclear visions stil possess him, huh? At least that "The
Burming of Provinclestraal" sounds fike early IN... Plus epic "Delirium Tremens”
- tleseription of your mood, Mr. Luttinen.

IMPALED NAZARENE

"Motorpenis”

OSMOSE

Some mare hits 0 cross the street with three covers of hardcorefock
cappels, vlus one more non-album track ("Whore"y and the tilte track. s it
really anything common with MOTOR-EAD?! Feltas GEHENNAH make it
betler to copy ol quys. even nol painting their covers so drastically similar to
the rock monsters. What about IN styling here, it's pretty learner! by you and
me, if you lead what Finns have been doing since 1990. These cover SONgs
are mayhe less metal, bul nof so mellow or weak soLnding. Thelr destination
s clear from the tiles though: "SM Party", "Transvestite”, and linally
"Alkohol". Simple and clear - lel's party (making some nuclear war, huhu).

Hey punks - those two new records are for you - make Mika some money
huying them!

IMPRECATION

“Theurgia Goetia Summa”

REPLLSE

s not a new refease of the most intensive death metal hand in the world,
but a crossection of their independent releases, ncluding the legendary
“Geremony of The Nine Angles™ demo’d2, "Sigil of Baphome!® 7°EP'S3 and
"Promo'94" which was stil not released

| remember mysef adoring thei demo 3 years ago when "Brainstorm”
featured IMPRECATION. Lisiening to those tracks nowadays 1 can just slale
tha: they ae very brutal and 'ow tuned, that this slyle is quite known in their
Nomeland and IMPRECATION do no‘hing outstancing. Their fater releases are
hetter, especialy promo, which already shows the band a bil progressed with
better and more various composing, even | don't like that much those stper
ull-a slowly played parts. Death metal should mix it wilh grinding speed, but
(hai's more fike a blend of slowiness and gring. Wefl keyboards are used
quite successilly on all releases, wilh time i gers even better, but o speak
ahout any atmosphere is aimos! impassible

Mark Beecher (b, voc), Ruben Ezondo (cr keys) and Wes Weaver (g)
prepare a full length in early 1997. And s early material is evaluated in 16
USD. For sickos!

IN BLIND EMBRACE

*Songs from The Shadows"

DEATH FAGTORY/COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

Paut Lemos, Joe Papa, Rozz Willianis - (hese names say something to you?
For ambient/industiial music addicts il must be quite a sensation to see quys
with 2 new project (for others | must add their main bands are CONTROLLED
BLEEDING and SKIN CHAMBER), taking an opportunity 1o express another
crealive dimension - for more monumental , atmospheric, aven symphonic o
operetic music,

Nine compositions have something in commion, but overall attract quite a
wide stream of irleas being collected together. Can't claim all of them work
the same well as let's say in "Black Rain" or "Afterglow”, as some are pretly
special, mixing operetic vocals with symphonic dark ambien:, not lorgetting
drim accompaniment or sampled offects in background

CDis fong, and tracked as if transcending from camer melancholic moods
to higher forms of loudness. ana putting down aggin with 22 minutes epic
ambiental "Slow Shadows". As I've mentioned, something is stil missed here
on, or anything's too much?? Probably for my whimsical laste though. You
cantry IN BLIND EMBRACE mailing $20 lo the label ilselt

INCOGNITA

"Manleirus Sarcasticus”

VIRTUAL

We have a deal with Portuguese ot performing a mix of hardcore and
speec/thrash. Sincerely | don't like such stuff at alf, 50 review can't avoid the
subjective opinion.

Multicolourert CI layout and such is the nusic. The blend of two styles
creale some ind of a wallow with no real identity. Moreover this style is so
weak with that prelentious  nower , which might be agaressive only to an
inffependent rock hand. Surely, thrashy tempos sound much better than shitty
pounding breaks, but the lack of elemenlar roughness is decent If we
compared NCOGNITA 1o a pile of shit ralled FANTLRA, they'd lose a game
1100, PANTERA al feast have some energy and serious Kicks in the arse,
while Madieira's four piece: can just dream anout 1hat

This is debul full-length of the band, earlier they had a 3 song CD-single
release o1 their own. Even earlier INCOGNITA claim to play classic thrash - |
can believe it listening lo instrumental "Fruck Thatl” - the only listenable and
good tune with background keyhoard. But recent stuff is a head worse -
believe me

INFERNO

"Utter Hell"

OSMOSE

So whai?? Old limes are back but this disc stil can't reach the class of
primal speed/lash wave, as simply INFERNO is one young 9C-ies bang
while old masters practised thelr olo steely tunes for years before hey got
some attention from record lahels and started spreading the music outside
their small club areas. What ! wanna say to become new gods of that metal
ain't that easy and one killer litle in the bio still can't make ones the qods. You
must deliver some exceptional wall of sounds!

From 10 tracks of "Miter Hel" lislener can't fina any thinnest line of
individuality - absolutely! (i with me if you claim to be just a band to revive
that style, to follow the bands of 80 ies, but ohviously not the kings or new
born SLAYER! Exacty them, as wel as TORMINTOR, DESTRUCTION,
SODOM, VENOM, EXODUS... - thay all were so own and one irying ‘o rp off
that particular sound was only a pure clown. .,

I definitely don't blame INFERNO for copying - for me that sound is as
nostalgic as for those three Norwegians, jus! let’s name everything what it is
called like! INFERNO get attention with this, thrash/speed ain' lefl asicla tao.
Raw, primal, scrcamy, anly vocals arc weaker than desirable. I've dug those
TORMENTOR fike tunes "Infernal nvasion” and "Tormen{ Her” the mast!

IN FLAMES

“Sublerrancan®

WRONG AGAIN

What an immense progression!!! s hard to helieve those masters have
done such a masterpiece, that wonderful cross-section what ihis all new wave
stanais for. Strely, IN FLAMES cid overstepped any other ouit irying fo create
the most transcending and levoking material, and first of all f'm pointing at
DARK TRANQUILLITY of curse. Wel, maybe il's too amaterish to compare
those hands, o araw such conchusions, but "Subterranean” is vworh of them!

I'm very seriously arxious "The Jester Race™, hand's sophomore full length
might be a bit lower in qualilty of composing. Yet if they prove 1o create as
colourful and neat atbum as (his five rack MCD is, I'd bel IN FLAMES will
make a history in metal as we know it

Difficuit to find right words, but everything works in a perfect way here. Take
every shgle track and try to imagine what better rilf or beal you coultt vrize
show me that person who would do it better! In othet words SiUCLring is the
key of this lighiness, monolithie atmospherc. I's even impossible to separate
death and heavy metal, they join each o*her and make kinda one supeth
sound, cal' it progressive, or whatever else.

"Sland Ablaze” moves it up (with a sLureme ntro), "Ever Dying” conlines
an up tempo vartalion of moods, separaied by acoustics, then classical iille
lrack with a monumental fee!, followed by acoustic "Timeloss”, and ‘inally
"Biosphere”, showing the depth of musica’ strength.. 1f you aren't deal] you
alieady have ft In your collection. $12 (8714 - overseas).

INHUMAN
"Slrange Desire”

Hm, quite coniroversial is this album, firmly pushec by a new estahlished
Porluguese lahel, born of the ashes of DARK Records. The band itself is from
Portugal either, being the first deatvatmospheric metal oullit wilh a [ull-lengrh
from that hot land.

!see thal he sty's INHUMAN perform s rather new in 1eir aren, yel
nretty explored in the scene and lots of bands seeming quite persy d
have lailed after several tryouls - their stuff happened 1o be rather conying
oihers, or evan wimpy. If you nolice 1 try o stick this label 1o INHUMAN 100
From frst fistens "Strange Ocsire” seered 1 me quin rendy with early
PARADISE 10ST and TIAMAT influences, only a bil more death melal
oriented. | can't say though INHUMAN copy the grands, especially after some:
careful listens.

'nsiead of hal, the prod.ction is cool, and ihe playing is really tight by five
musicians. Whal else? Their acoustic/ambienskeyboard breaks scom realy
nteresiing, sorrowful and quite pathelic - ke new ANATHEMA! But on mid
tempo rdouble bass drum laden compositions they st must work on to qet
the own pigture!

Decide yourselves i it might enjoy you, & least ART makes some job 1o put
them higner. GO price: $17 (Europel/ §° & (world),

IN MEMORIAN

“nsanlificaion”

HEAVY METAL ROCK

Young Brazifans, alter a positive response on their demo Apes (incliding
“Terrorizer" feature) decided 10 refuse photos with make-1p and got a chance
to release a dehul MCD on an ambitious local label. Platier features b tacks,
inl:o and aitro of the very known Brazifian black/death. This goes [rom
MYSTIFIER, MURDER RAPE and [ols of smaller banos, but the orging arc
sirely in Swilzertand, or Lo be more precise - SAMAEL.

The same slow laden drum beat, tight 1iffs and heish vocals. Personally |
thought N MEMORIAN woud be mugh more bm orienled with a current
frency sound. So they wak the ancieat palh, but do It pretty ok. OO ends
soonier han you think, even tracks are shorl. Wha: makes "insantification”
sound deaihy are higher tempos every now and then. SAMAR! chence
fo he mentioned again, "Worship Hm" exactly. Not a clowning music. but it
will be a dleasure o 1he oluer black/death conlormisls. A Wrical focus s the
same as well

INSANITY

"Phobia”

HLAVY METAL ROCK

Whiat lo do wilh this Brazilian thrash, when'i's recorded in 1992, and smolls
of thiee-five yrs oldness in addition? Simply 0 hvow il out of the heaq and
CD spinver, thaugh F'm ot so drastical when talk comes abeu: the style T was
ever really inerested and proud it exists!l Bul INSANITY do nothing to revive
the fame of it. Madem solind makers woired only laugh al [nefr primal stylng,
slraight forward solos, mid and up temoo beas, and very usia' for thrash
guitar parts. Just whal you know and imasing how thrash was sounding in
eighties

To this cverall piclure add nol that brifiant vocal of Fabio, who iies 1o act
brutal and growly af linies, and there is enaugh reasons unforinnately} 1o
ignare tis platler. | wonder why it was rereleased on CD formal, alter the

lado




bal-sagoth

" and so.. the degp woods beckon- once more..there are
many foes who now must feel the death-kiss of my steel..”

Thus speaks Byron, grim- pagan warrior swathed in -elder
sorcery, summoning power from the ethereal gleam of the
horned moon, swords drigping ever crimson from the spiled
blood of a thousand epic batfles... Epic orchestral phantasies,
astral and avantgarde... masterfully magical music stepped in
brooding atmosphere and thunderous power! Thats BAL-
SAGOTH. "A Biack Moon Broods Over Lemuria” was a breath
taking experience, and a further inside info mist shrouded
realms is natural...

“And so, up the long white street went Brunhild, daughter of
Rane Thorfinn's son in the Orkneys, goddess of the sea, and
queen of age old Bal-Sagoth.." Aye, it is-deep night and the
moon gleams brightly... It was a very long time ago indeed that
the idea which became BAL-SAGOTH first came to me... | was
compelied by my own dreams and by wonderfully- dark forces
1o form this band... a symphonic black/death metal project
swathed in a dark fantasy image... | aways intended to call this
mighty creation BAL-SAGOTH, which-is.a name taken from the
greal works of Robert £. Howard. Destiny led me to meet
suitable personell, and thus-the dark vision became reality, and
the mighty BAL-SAGOTH was born!" - starts Byron his assured
speech. Moreover he comments the rasponse that debut album
got including bad reviews as well... “Indeed, our first album, “A
Black Moon Broods Over Lemuria" was released a while ago, in
May'95... and it was recorded even longer ago... in mid 1994,
The response was and till-is excellent, all the reviews | have
seen have been outstanding... I'f wager there-have been some
bad ones, but we haven't seen them, and would not even worry
about them in any case. it is good that people are so willing 1o
embrace the dark and astral power of the mighty BAL-
SAGOTH. We are currently writing-our seccnd afbum, which we
will record very soon.. the newer- material is even more
powerfully symphonic and darkly fantastic than the old... there
will be a great many .cark joumeys and surprises in store for
people on our second album... the saga continues!"

Here Byron means a limited edition of book format of the
upcoming next album, yet I'm interested in mainman’s opinion
on cheap popularity, having a good example with COF... "Bahl
We will NEVER be a trendly band! 1t is true what you say, "every
trendy jerk" does seem to fike COF... just recently | was told of &
fool who wore one of their T-shirts, and full corpse-paint,
dancing to some band like POISON at a trendy rock nightchub,
and hé wore upright crucifixes around his neck! This is the state
of things over here.. it is ridiculous! People merely want 1o
follow a trend, they have no inner convictions or power... those
people are thrals! Qur fans are TRUE WARRIORS, and if they
are not, then they should not be fistening to us. We do not want
“cheap popularity”, we wil NEVER seek it, and we will NEVER
follow or create trends, for we will always be true to our dark,
immortal quest” Continuing on the seling theme | wonder
about those labels making limited edition albums, which
reminds me a selling out as well, only vice versa... "Making
fimited edition albums is fine... our LP was only available as a
very limited edition, for | stit like vinyl, even though everybody
these days seems to buy CDs. It is up-to the band and label
how many albums are pressed... if people truly want to hear a
band's worx, then they will make the effort fo seek out their
albums. If the demand is evident, more can be produced.”

But find out what Byron can say about the music itseff, az i's
50 multidimensional, either emotional or dark, and metal t0o...
"It has always been our intention 1o create music of a powerfully
atmospheric and passionate nature, containing many varied
emotions within the songs, and encompasing a wide variety of
moods, from raging battle camage to -serene ambience, and
everything in between. | aspire for our music 1o weave a dark
and ethereal spell, and | hope that the music evokes emotional
response in people, for there s much emation, from fury, to
greal despondency, to sublime. victory, which- goes into the
creation of our dark art.* At times BAL-SAGOTH try to destroy
all the cliches, putting one riff after another in a way other band
would put it vice-versa, or mixing -overall brutal riffage with
dreamy keyboards... "We have always strived to be onginal... it
is vitally important to us. We want our songs to be journeys for
the listener... dark journeys to many fantastic places. We strive
to keep our music free of boredom and dire unoriginality. It is
true that our approach is-much more unorthodox than most
bands, and that is how i must always be... we make our own
path... we do not follow another's footsteps, and we never will"
And yeah, keyboards make-a big deal in this emotional musical
side! Others use them just to get the lacking atmosphere... "We
use keyboards as a central and vital part of the band... the
music is entwined around the imperial and astral majesty of the
keyboard... the keyboards are the prime facilitator of our dark
atmosphere, and we take  their incoiporation very seriously
indeed. Other bands who-use keyboards only use them to
create an occasional moment of atmosphere, and often use
one nole, but we use full orchestral chords and: swathe our

music in the power of the keyboards, and this is something we
will continue to do, without doubt."

Further on, | hear some basic THERION "Of Darkness..." era
influences in BAL-SAGOTH music. Brutal death ‘metal stil
should rule their hearts.., “in fact you are the first to-say this, |
think. | greatly admire THERION's "Of Darkness..." album, it has
been a favourite for many years, as their "Beyond Sanctorum"
album s also. In truth, none of the other members of BAL-

SAGOTH has ever heard THERION's music! Indeed, | do still

hail to death metal as well as black metal, { have been Into the
styles since the beginnings with HELLHAMMER, BATHORY,
CELTIC FROST, etc. These bands are stil the best, and wil
never be bettered.” Speaking on black metal side , a screamy
vocal does the deal in BAL-SAGOTH. As wel some other
vocals are used, expressing the lyrical side. "The varying vocal
styles are essential to reflect the different emotions of the
stories, to drive the narattive and aurally depict different events
and characters, etc. The variation mirors the shifting moods of
the lyrics and the music, and is essential in expressing the
subtieties of the lyrical content, and in the creation of myriad
atmospheres within our works."

Stopping on poetry/lyrics/sagas, Byron does them extremely
majestic and loocoong as. natural stories. | quessed that's the
inspiration of R. E. Howard-as wel, -adding his own inner
creativeness. "l have always been interested in the art of
storyteling, and | consider it an art of utmost power and
relevance. For as long as | can remember | have been
fascinated by stories and tales of all kinds, and thus it was
inevitable that this passion should be entwined within my lrics,
| believe that words are a form of power, and that this power
must be weilded correctly and imaginatively. | studied literature
at university and | have always sought to spin sagas... | am a
warrior pogt who is driven by an inner force to tell these tales...
tales which summan inspiration from many sources, including
dreams and journeys | have made to other worlds, and which
can be read as simply epic adventure sagas, or people can
search for the darker, hidden meanings in the stories if they
wish to. There are many more chapters yet 1o be told in this
epic saga”

On a photo 5 guys are featured, yet "A Black Moon Broods
Qver Lemuria" was recorded by 4 persons. "The sfory of the
members is as foliows... In the studio, Jonathan plays all the
keyboards, but for iive appearances, he prefers to play drums,
therefore, we required a member to play keyboards at gigs,
thus we acquired the fifth member you see on the photograph.
The reording line up is, and wil remain, Chris, Jonathan, and
myseff” On the same phote | see bots of likeness wilh
SKYCLAD anes! It made me ask about Byron's view on them
and on SABBAT, and about that likeness. *I greatly admire the
first two SKYCLAD albums, bul | think the first two SABBAT
albums are much, much better. SABBAT remain one of my all
time favourite band, they were true masters of their art. | don't
think we are "clowning" SKYCLAD... our image is much darker
and more malevolent, and our intent is quite different.”

CQuite a time to speak about earlier pericd of BAL-SAGOTH...

1

odu ok jarna

"We recorded our apocryphal demo in the deep winter of
1993, it was a very raw and archaic affai, and was only
avallable as a very limited edition to peopie who sent blank
tapes. We released several rehearsals also, al during the time
prior to the recording of our debut aibum."

Byron seems to be real deeply in paganism and mythology...
He specifies: "Indeed, i am a deeply pagan person... | hail to my
gods and goddesses eternally, | pledge my soul, flesh and my
steel o them now and forevermore. You will forgive me i | do
not go into detall about my faith, for my beliel is a private thing,
and | am a very prvate and misanthropic person, Suffice is to
say that | take my religious beliefs very seriously... some have
caled me a fanatic, in fact. | a a heathen and | am fervently
proud of my faith.* However, is there an era he wanted to travel
and stare with his own eyes? Byron should have experienced
that... “Aye, 1 often travel lo other times and places, even other
worlds. | do not require pot to make these journeys, although |
do oft" times partake of such. | have stood upon ancient
battiefields, - with- my bloody. sword in hand, and with clain
snemies at my feat. The heads of dead foes fitter the ground
before me, for | cleave three with each swing of my blade. A
thousand men have-felt the searing death-kise of my slesl, just
as a thousand ‘more shall feel 1. | revel in the camage and
slaughter, and the banner of my people fies tiumphantly in the
wind. Ancient spirits come to me in dreams, and in the waking
hours... | commune with the spirits of the deep weods and the
windswept moars... there are many portals and gateways to
other realms on my island, and powerful magic runs through
the sacrec earth, Soon | shall return to the mystic reaims... my
destiny beckons... my immortal quest continues....."

| wondered if Byron plays-any instrument besides his vocal
duties. There might be any project if he does, as in BAL-
SAGOTH he must concentrate only on vocal chards. 1 also
play hass guitar and keybcords to an extent, but in BAI-
SAGOTH, | choose to concentrete on vocals only. This way, |
can devote all my effort and power to the vocals, infusing
my work with complete energy and dark passion. There is in
fact the possibility of a side project manifesting sometime in
the near future, hut 1 will not elaborate on the exact nature of
such an undertaking at this time... wait and see what the
moon hrings..." ’

Last but not least | asked about cognition: how Byron
considers that... as neverlasting  horizons in front of one's
soul? "I seek wisdom, as | have always done, and just as all
man have done since the beginning of time, for there is no
knowledge that is not power. My magical and occult sludies
have brought me much eludication and knowledge, but
there is stilf so much to learn, so much yet to know. No one
can ever know the entire truth of existence, or the true
nature of the cosmos... only the gods know these things.
For us, life is uncer tain, and we can taste hut a brief and tiny
amount of knowledge during our lifetime. My gads are with
me, and | shali ever follow the shadowed path to my
destiry..." ;




®

puissance hitler is beneath us as well

~Your first album that | must add is o masterpiece nonsurpassed by anyone
has already been dedared a dassic by olmost everyane [ asked, how do you
explain such an omazing reception?

Welt | think its smply because we ae what we say we are,
Superior. As we always say, if you just hate encugh, nothing can stop
you,

-You are supposed to play at QI festival in Erlangen, Germany this
summer, how will it be possible for you to meassure up to the expectations

ong hos of a band of your mognitude?

| don't know since the world will probably still be araund 4t the time
of the concert, and therefore it will not be a truly puissant experience,
but hopeully we wil produce a taste of what is to come

-When did you start up PUISSANCE ond how is it possible for twe so
extreme personalifies o work together?

-| think that PUISSANCE was something inevitable. Back in 1991
when we met we immediately started to twist and reshape each
other's minds and shape our thoughts into the perfectly compatible
furness of destruction you now call PUISSANGE. But to clear out any
misunderstanding | must add that PUISSANCE didn't become an
artistic project untl 1993 when we set up the first devastating biow
against mankind. We recorded thres songs on the demo "Krig", which
is still one of the most brutal expenence available up to this date, I'm
’ ) ; ! - not even sure that we can work together or if we even like each cther
wide variety of musical masterpieces. That's PUISSANCE. Mareover but since it's the only way we can project our hate and keep it from
they state that the contq'rjt oj the regord i not to ‘be coAnfused v',wth consuMming us, | guess we have {o cooperate
MUSIC Gf {OElry since "‘der bey({nd S.UCh "‘[“ﬁ“? nansense, 1n'1 -Don't you think that "Let us lead” will be too hard to live up 1o on your ne
neither should it be compared to anything else since nothing can T -
measure up to the true refiection of the end of time, ife and of curse album since tis so extremely majestic? ‘

-Itwil not be a problem since our evohition s yet to e completed, at

the world.
i S the. momert | think that PUISSANCE i heading towards a mare
How on earth were you oble fo create such an intiguing and powerdy militant image and the next album be just as brutal and cestructive i

This music is more than beautifl - it's the end of the world! This
statement - ain't - exagerrating  PUISSANCE  You  heard  their
compostitions? Then of curse you wil agree... ¥ not - simply get vour
fithy fingers up on the platter "Let us lead” or coupla previcus dema
tapes... One of those, exactly "Obey, hate, die" have caught my dark
attention and the next thing was simple - more of PUISSANCE!! For
collectors 1d say the unity had ane more demo tape rig", bolh
counting in 1995, Guess you stil can get them from COLD MEAT
INDUSTRY - the label which simply couldn’t miss such a
phenomenon!

Actually below written interview was conducted by the CM! staff, so
"Ledo Takas" nails Mr. Karmanik & Co. for cooperation!!

You surely know that PUISSANCE is a dieam-came-true of two
negativity adorers Henry Moller and Fredrik Soderlund, and this latter
Quy is 50 much busy with his black metal projects OCTINOMOS,
PARNASSUS, earler ALGAION as well To fully understand the
meaning of PUISSANCE artform & philosophy you must check out
the meaning cf the word itseff, that being power or divine strength.
Before closing my mind down I'd mention one person in the band is
declared clinically insane and is now retired from all work other than
his musical creations... Guess which one he is (1 chose bothl), ha.

The first "Let us lead” album deals with the end of this planet and
the manmade apocalypse they intent for this workd Overwhelming
orchestrals and powerful marches. An intriguing joumey through a

masterpiece s "Let us lead"? It simply must be one of the best records ever not even grander than "Let us lead” if it's possible, hut all plans aren't
produced? _ ‘ completed yet so you'll have to wait, buy and see

-Bver heard of Nielzsche? He was right you know, we are the -How can you stand to live with such an agguessive and hostile attitudes as
supreme be\ng‘,vl ) o yours, don't you ever contemplate suicide?

-Yes | guess you're ng.ht., but ore you reuIIY us rightwing as the cover art -Of course we do, but we have agreed net to leave this plinet unless
suggests or are a nonpolitial band as you daim? we can drag everyone down else with us, But | guess the templation

-Iwouldn't call us either left or rightwing. We are simply the human of the blade i5 sametiing we wil have 1o live with

elite and we have coms to destroy all you fithy scum who dare to call -One of you, namely Mr. Soderlund, is apparently heavily involved in the
yoursef human; o black metal movement and has put out quite o few tiumphant releases such
-Some people might call that o somewhat Nazi inspired view, what would os "On The Demiurge” by DCTINOMOS and *In Daloriam Gloria® by

yau reply to such en accusation?

-Oh please don't give me that. Just because we find all peaple to be
absolte loosers and morons  doesn't mesn that we ae
nationalsocialists. Everyone deserve to die, and by the way, Hitler didn't
succesded s0 | guess he is beneath us as well

-Those are very hard words, aten't you afraid to get labeled as some kind of
extremists?

-5o what? People can call us whatever they like. We are not a political
army, we are just aptituman and antiomanist band. Qur plans do not
Include racial segregation i any shape or form, we want to kil, rape
and destroy everyone and everything, that's niot extreme, that &
flumar.

-50 | guess we have sorted out your political views, sq let's move on ta your
musical conquests. What inspires you to wiite such powerful and brutal music?

-First of all, dont refer to our superior creations as music ever again
We have no desire to be confused with humar art of any sort or kind.
Qur main inspiration is the pitiful world and its sad little inhabitants, their
pain and suffering brings us the joy we need to create. But that doesn't
mean that we are artistically endebted to anyone. We are everything.

-I'm sony about the last question, | didn't mean fo offend you, | hape you
don't hold any grudge agoinst me because of if?

-It's aliright, you're not more than human, and humans, uniike us, have
a tendency to make mistakes

-Yes | quess you're right, 15t ok if | continue the interview now?

-Sure

PARNASSUS. What does black metal mean to you? Isn't it so that black
metal is mainly populated by people swinging axes and diches ot every
opportunity?

-That might be trug to some extent, but there are actualy some
fairly intelligent percons involved, ot it's starting to get @ bit watered
down by all the shitty releases por-ng up fram all comers of the
world, But black metal means  lot to both of us, and none o us is
lezs Invalved than the clher, althiough Mr Soderund is more of =
metal compeser and still wanls to wiite good metal music were Mr
Maller has given up &t hope on rew black metal bands due to the
massive inflation of crap relesses over the last years

-About the artwark of the (D, who is the brain behind this intriguing and
overwhelming cover?

-That Is the mighty Mi Karmank and PUISSANCE, As ahways
Karmanik did a splendid and tasteful job and with us by his it
simply could get any better. In fact it's one of the most expensive and
amvanced covers aver made for a CD. There are of course T-shirts
and posters avalable - those are of the same oupreme taste as the
caver, unfortunately for yau the vynil version 18 practically sod out but
if you hury you might sl be able o get o copy of this exdlusive LP.

-What are your plans for the future?

-To rule, t kil to conquer.

-Thank you very much for your fime, if there's anything you would like 1o
udd, feel free to speak now.

-No | think we have mace our port
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cassette came out in 1993. One note: it's not a SEPULTURA copy though,
but standard nonetheless. Look for something else.

INTO THE ABYSS

"The Feathered Snake”

GLASNOST MUSIC

Half-German, half-Greek progressive/gathic rock outfit is surefy one of the
highlights on German abel. No wonder that INTO THE ABYSS have aiready
had one independent release "Martyrium' back in 1993. I'm sure this
sophomore oulput is a huge improvement as the music is strong, tight and
brilliantly composed.

To take the album as a whole is quite problematic because quys use a wide
range of ideas, transforming from an art rock inspired dreamers fo even a
heavy weighted guitar maniacs with a firm melal edge, and vice-versa.

The case is not due to use of sax or violin {performed by Helmut Eckstein),
it's not due to pulsating moods, but rather in the mastership of connccting
every separale piece of melancholy into one rolling ball, which gets bigger anc
higger with every track.

My favourite is "Resignation To The Void, maybe due lo violin whirlwinds
reminding nothing else but SKYCLAD - this frack has 50 strict will and firm
approach.

Impressive are the poems of Janis. He gels inspiration not only from
Mexican mythology (which influence is decent), but also from loads of stuff:
ACamus, ARimbaud, WBiake, even sculplures of A.Rodin! You might guess
about the lyrics, but to get a real point - obtaining this is a must. The same
goes for the music - gothic carouse...

INVERTED

"The Shadowland"

SHIVER

The revival of Swedish dealh metall A briffant calchy nine track effort
conquering the heart of any die hard freak of oid good scene. INVERTED
refuse 1o iollow any new trend, they slifl improve the old good sound, and
keep the gone oul fame alive.

Since their earlier refeases the band grew up into one helluva combo of fiery
nocturnal creatures, wriling so damin tighl tunes. Nolhing new here, but
convincing no less than your extrainnovative hand of today. Listen to those
pounding thytms, infernal deep growls, straightiorward ano melodic
arrangements, thrashy hooks - what do you want else? Everything is
completed, pofished and worked out. Not the fastest in the world, not the
truest either, rather in an intelfigent simple way as in the best tracks "Diabofical
Ceremonies", "The Dark and Bitter Moon", "The Infernal Gate" and other six,
Old HYPOCRISY comes o mind, yet Kristian denies any influences. Just read
up the inferview for that matier.

So lar the best SHIVER release and a cool example of Swedish dealh metal
inyears. Gelitt!

KATATONIA

"For Funerals To Come..."

AVANTGARDE MUISIC

Cool to hear Blackheim again screaming with his infernal voice. It was so
specific on "Jhwva...” and | personally missed those vocals on “Dance...” atbum.
On this MCD follower he again shares his voice with Renkse in every track, so
the old KATATONIA music is back surely. They're stilt the same gothic/black
as since the start, yet vocals stifl means a lot.

Away from that, MCD has four Iracks of majestic atmospheric nature, dark
landscapes and bilter melodies packed with mid tenno thythm. Musicalty
KATATONIA seems unropeatable, even some clowns Ury Lo rip them off, and
the same can e stated about lyrics. They dwell of poetical silence, wrapped
in dark inner matter, expressed by monumental words and phrases...

Two last compositions as if let expect the next material will scream... Title
track has a doomy acoustic form, and "Epistel” haopens to be just an oulro of
noises. The sophomore full length wil be called "Where hearses go at
midnight”.

KATATONTIA

"Brave murder day"

AVANTGARDE MUISIC

Yes! It rocks! Biackheim, Renkse & Fredrick cid it again rejecting any
possibiity to dethrone KATATONIA off the gothic/hlack/doom shadowthrone.
[ven it sounds like their previous works identically, this disc is one of the
better to come out this autumn. Maybe | was missing something Iresh yet
calchy -+ intefligent for this dismal lime of the year? But in winter il sounds no
less thick and genious

Only six tracks, yet a neat orcer of them, great variability of KATATONIA's
hooks i aimost every song - nah, you know them afl.. Screamy terror of
Renkse again, dounle bass and mclody fowing as one, and gothic
surroundings. Guys are experienced - that's clear from the very first riff of
*Brave”.

! iked that idea - first Irack is called "Brave”, next - "Murder”, third - *Day"
{check out album title - different from the mentioned in above written review,
though!). What about the latler, it's an acoustic breakthru into gothic rock
{fpop??y wilh balls - 1 fike it a lot!! Do you? Please just do not claim
KATATONIA turned commercial - keep that opinion for any other shitty outfit,
but not on Swedes. Happy New Year - hail & kill!

KORPSE

"Revirgin®

CANDLELIGHT

Here it is, the sophomore output of Scottish death metal leaders, KORPSE.
Many have adored their debut refease "Pult The Flood® {'ve heard only the
track fealured faler on on CANDLELIGHT's compifation, and liked it either), so
the same neat stuff was expected from "Revirgin”

Well, what concerns me, I'm not fully content of this disc, even it's good
oualilative dm, a bit thrashed, I'd say. Maybe too less of power for me. You
see, KORPSE slowed down and prefer mid tempo rhythms now, continuing
British cieathrash tadition (BENEDICTION, GOMORRAH..), but some more
tempos woudd do well. Like in "Tilt" or “international 1001". Somehow they
remind me GON FORSAKEN from Finland, especially with groovy riffs & vocat
similarity.

This album has some outstandling cuts either: instrumental lullaby in "19
dyce", hardeorish/induslrial spew in "No Exit?, but it stil remains for me a hit
monotonous. | duno why though. Maybe the Brittish syndrome? But
SABRATH influences shine on, however.

Prodiiced by Paut Johnston, "Rhythm” Studios work - no lousingss for lovers
of clear sound! Styled deathrash hippies - grab it.
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KVIST

"For Kunsten Maa Vi Evig Vike”

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

If someone asked my apinion what is the discovery of black melal in 1996,
I'd doubticssly say KVIST!! Yes, they are from Norway, they still perform the
sante grim form of the unholiest music in the world, but they are so powerfu!
ang firm that the art called music just fils up your inside, your physical and
menlal shape, and brings you together I the world of 0ozing blackness...

Three tracks are featured from "Promo'95*, and three adcitional tunes
complete this unstoppable stream. Those older songs are a bit changed and
improved. In general KVIST might remind the intensity of EMPEROR, the fury
of SATYRICON and the anger of new MAYHEM. Mind you, this is still a very
own piece of black metal, not going further off Norwegian school. What makes
KVIST different and so majestic are raising melodies, dramatic character of
compositions and last but not least - quite a special recording with immense
double bass drums sound and very rough quitar line (as if this sound is put in
any narrow but very long box). .

Maybe thal's the music which is like one endless story of vast realms and
darkened skies, which reminds such hopeless tunnel. | just suggest you to
descend down 1o this tunnel... and meet the fire.

LOVE HISTORY

"Desires"

NORTHERN DARKNESS

Oh ja, the next old recording of this Czech doomy band, as after their
demo’93 they recorded next six compositions released as a promo tape, then
- MCD on ftafian fabel. Il's nonetheless cool than earlier stuff, even LOVE
HISTORY have changed mare or less. They are not as simple and thal death
metal atiributed, but more doomy and avantgardistic at times. Flule, clarinet (in
instrumental "Labyrinth of Love" sounds incredible!), violin are the ingredients
together with classic metal line up and female vocalising.

For my laste first demo was maybe better, but it's not the case of "thal's
good, thal's bad", but rather - "that's the best, that's great as welf". Vocals of
Robert aren't so expressive on this MCD, it general he sings fess - there are
more instrumentation here going or clean vocal parls

LOVE HISTORY can't be questioned in any case - just spin hoth recordings
full of melanchotic atmospheric metal and get a grip. This is available for $10
only!

Some ling up changes occured in the band, it was even defunctioning for
some time, but now they'e hack together, yet without Robert and Bilos
(quitar). We must wait and see what will happen with their music anyway.

LUSTFUL

*The Almighty Facets"

COGUMELD

Would you dare 1o lislen to any '88-'89 deathrash band, which was just on
the bandwagon wave back Lhen, and today it means nothing for the scene due
to its trendy sound and forgotien music as soon as a new frend has popped
out? Listening to | LISTRUL such a relative compare comes to my mind, yat t
must admit - not for the entire alhum as at times this Brazilian outfit gets a hit
higher, first of all stopning that mincless grinding rhythms and taking more
care on melodious yet brutal riffing. On the other hand when they wanna be
aggressive aimost all the lime LUSTFUL turns into a poor copy of
MALEVOLENT CREATION or CARCASS. Stop with that stupid straight forward
shil, realize that it leads to nowhere, lo a chidish silly tormenting of
instruments

Take more serious attention to what the instruments can give. It's possible 1o
get some catchy music nol fnsing the aggressiveness by some maore intelligent
innovative forms!

Yes, LUSTFUL are belter than their landmates MORDETH or SLAVERY, but
no doubt that this record won't spread much in a wider termitory than
Brazil

MARDUK

"Heaven Shall Burn... When We Are Gathered"

OSMOSE

Before the recordings Swedish black metat heroes have kicked out a vocalist
and second quitarist, but it hasn't influenced this fourth fuft length effort.
Moreover, vocals were recorded by Legion (ex OPHTHALAMIA)! His voice is
much richer and makes the entire effort sound pretty firm. As well drums
recording is rather different from Ihe previous album. Back there were some
outstanding hints with cymbals and thundering effects. So | miss them iy this
new album.

Everything efse is in the purest MARDUK tradition, with hellish speeds,
crushing black metat overkill, though you still get those tormenting melodies
within this harsh massmurder. Indeed there're nol much mid tempo or slow
parts lell, so guys decided to speed up, | guess. Il works! Maybe it's even the
point which slill can't claim it is a copy of "Opus Nocturne®. But nothing
exceptable is really taid behind these eight compositions.

Don't get me wrong, an album is really strong efforl, and for a black melal
listener it must be a gem. Only those who didn't fike earlier MARDUK can
easily pass this without attention. Me loves traditional Swedish unholiness! Plus
majestic artwork!

MARDUK

"Glorffication”

OSMOSE

Convinging! What could one expect from MCD of MARDUK three months
after their 4th album, including even four covers (MLP version has a special
addition in shape of VENOM's "Helichild" - a pity not to hear it as it was
recorded back in September'924?! Of curse the same fury and mardukish
mindless speeds! Aha, covers are picked exaclly tke that - speed, fury,
extremism within the riffs and blooay web of pititess darkness.

"Total Desaster” is the best! Natural German destructioned (DESTRUCTION?)
vein in Swedish hall of hate. Technically performed - it leaves you with jaws
dropped. The same story with BATHORY's *The relurn of the Darkness & evil’,
only this Irack has another soul - different from whal MARDUK use to do!
That's why sounds pretty exatic. And two covers are performed from
Canadian horde PILEDRVER - il was my first mesting with them, thanx to
Legion & Co. | bet !'d lke to hear more of PILEDRVER! A hit less tempoed,
but thrashy and evil for sure!

"Clorification” here: takes presence as being remixed 1o semind you there's
a'so a new full length, and this MCI) is just a bonus to that - but what a bonus!

MASTER'S HAMMER

"Slagry"

KRON-H/OSMOSE

Vlasta and Franta should have had to pick any other name for their new
project. That's as clear as the majesty of both MASTER'S HAMMER's albums
- the same ones, which both guys "fisien during a party and laugh very loudly"
nowadays. | do respect their new ideas, progress & especially innovative
thinking, but lo call death/satanic metal fans stupid idios - that's the limit!
Listening to any kind of music has almost nothing 1o do with one's leved of
intefligence (stupidity, if you want). Bad choice, younkers...

The music on "Slagry" is comoletely another slory. It is a new aporoach lo
classical and naiional (Czech) music, wrapoed info the form of avanigardistic
heaviness and/or darkness. If you ever heard the names {and worksli) of
Giuseppe Verdi, Chuck Berry, Aram Chacalujan and have a minimal
understanding how Czech national music may sound like - you might dig this
up. Otherwise take some fessons!

Obviously “Slagry" won't be a bestseller, more like 2 "ove or hate" one, yet
its recommendable... Difficult to describe the moods or fisl the eliecls they
use, simply it must be heard to stay really surprised by. | just wonder whal we
can expect further on, minding the progress of today's technics?

One minor point: won't "Slagry" become boring after a while as every other
hils alhum?

MAYHEM

"Live in Leipzig"

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

Just wanna mention that this immortal live black metal classicker was
recently rereleased in a limited digipak edition, as the old normal G version
was sold out some time ago, and demand for it was extremely huge. This new
packaging is wonderful - never published before pholos of that German show,
purely reflecling that moumfut atmosphere, photo of Dead on frontcover and
Euronymous - on CO piciure. The album was one more time remixed either,
and the sound is clearer now. The only thing that I miss on digipak is that
statement of Euronymous, which was printed in original album pressing:

The music is cult, and it remains uncommentable, even it's performed with
terible mistakes here and there. Don’t miss Lhis soon to be scid out pure
fucking armageddon!!

MD FLUSH

“MrScomful' (adv)

Four tunes, 16 minutes of power/core/thrash, reteascd by Lhe five guys
themselves as an MCD which s on sale for just $8. Quite worth siulf
according the price, but what about music? 'm not a fan of funky metal with
poweriul vocals ang groovy hardcore allitude, bul who cares? | know many
people iking such baring stuff just for banging thelr heads or just (o partying
together.

I musl admit Parisians have skillful base for crealing - no wonder ag lhey are
together since 1991, As if they were more heavy earier, says thair hio - it
should have been thrash, because many thrashy hooks slill take place on this
recording. Al times vocalist Jerome takes Axf's of G'N'R note, melodiously
continuing with words’ endings - that's much belter then your ustial MACHINE
HEAD rip-off bluurgh. But it happens only at times, and the music stif finks to
he grooves, which is a sad thing, blowing such potential listeners as your
Tevigwer is.

MELANCHOLY PESSIMISM

"Recompense to Saints”

TAGAMETAL AGE

Technical dealh metal is always welcomed and respected on Ihe pages ol
“Ledn Takas", especially when it has the standards which let cafling this brutal
nsic interesting or atiractive. This Czech five piece ouliil almost fully fil the
described characleristics, only somelimes their dm is loo much one sided and
primitive. But no monotony at all - tracks (there are 16 of them) are different
each from other. The variely ranges from grinding extremity, doom lacen dm
passages, melodic (a la "False" era of GOREFEST) mid lempo compasitions
with virtuosic solos, and even acoustics like your goth/metal favourites -
thrashy instrumentals with dreanty spiril.

Sure heros of the testivities are the performers itselves; especially [ wanna
excepl Flegin {bass} and Pelr (drums), ancl as mentioned, the solos of Petka
Easy to feef ihe professionalism of musicians. They should have besn playing
their instruments for a decade of years, no less. Thal's Lhe first LP of
MELANCHOLY PESSIMISM, stil learning to compase tracks, but m sure Jater
on we'lt hear about this outfit no less fascinating responses than on their
counirymen KRABATHOR.

MENTAL DESTRUCTION

"Straw"

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

A very heavy plailer, but nol metal a; all. To gel and swallow this Swedish
two piece formalion is nol & thing to do with your girt - il hurls unifike this fatter
example. To find the key for adoring this noise/industrial you need lo have a
clue what's it like - not an inclustrial stuff which is listenable. Forget al
MINISTRY, SKREW and even GG.FH,, as MENTAL DESTRUCTION hurls len
times hardler.

1 wouldn'l say ! fike them as those mentioned bands - probably it's too noisy
for my ears. t can't find enough of satisfaction fistening lo them. Okey, "This
Darker Entity* and "Rise" have some synth ambience among these factories,
even this fatter form prevails - that mighl give some clearer ideas about
expressive ways of both quys. Bul next eighl compositions do without any
understandable effect besides heavy noise’nv'roll. Didn'L | say i coof?

"Straw" isn't the first MENTAL DESTRUCTION output {check out their back
catalogue on CMI lists) - it's their new work after 4 years ahsence. Like others
on CM! it comes with an impressive fayout (digipak CD) & stuff. But vary
heavy for ears indeed.

MERCYFUL FATE

"Into The Unknown"

METAL BLADE

The legend of evil retums with the third albun: in three years and it seems
like MERCYFUL. FATE have seriousty taken the throne of heavy metal. Yes,
exaclly that as on this abum such true old way sound prevai's on the album,
leaving last two efforts wilh their speed/thrash influences and higher lempos.
I's quite a while to get "Into The Unknown", but if one 1akes some five spins
and he knows whal heavy metal is, thore's no problem. OF curse those
pounding riffs aren't that damnedly aggressive, maybe less powerful, yel
MERGYRUL FATE's charm is as convincing as ever. Can't say that quys harl
some commercial intents, no way. Music from the heart simply linds its place
in the hear! of a fistener, 50 the mind must draw the righl conclusion.

King (how could { do without some lines on his work?%) still finds some new
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gems in his variety of singing. Listen to him in quitarless parts as well as
speaking in "Deadtime"! And enjoy the overall effort. Somehow the greatest
tracks are put to the end: “Holy Waler and "Kutulu (The Mad Arab - Part
Two)"

I dare 1o slale it's not the best work of MERCYFUL FATE, el it's another
classic in the band's discography. Obtain!

M.ES.T.

“"Matler-Energy-Space-Time"

DWELL

Cool T. is the mastermind of this boundless experience, performed as a
musical equivalent and put into one hour in our measure syslem. In fact, this
transcendental groave has no time limits, neither imaginable boundaries
where it might end. The music flows into nowhere, filling up vasts of cosmas,
kindia disappearing in the deep distance of a nightsky...

Aranged and mastered in Amsterdam, this album aso expresses the spirt
of a famous atmosphere in a legendary city. Yep, MEST. is aceptable lor
both ambienttrance cwellers (as it's hardly can be described) and careless
dancebeat sickos - | quess there are even more of dancable hylhms down
there. But at the same time a pure, sometimes rather dark electronic
ambiental sireaims surpass your wish o beat the rhythm.

Adrl an oriental tribe psychodely, and then don't argue that mentally ME.S.T.
make you even sickier (I dont say foolier). 'm sure this modem
exnerimentation can he enjoyable to some free ming owners.

MIND RIOT

"Peak"

GODHEAD

Like their fabeimates MOURNING SIGN four piece Finnish band comes from
death melal background and plays some sticky form of osychodelic metal, I'd
ke to hear heir eartier material (two demos and seff financed "Plasma® MOD)
to see how they were developping.

Anyway, (he result is "Peak" - a diverse and outbursling album of metal
music mixed with qualitative schizophrenic ideas. No, it's not any
psychomeldl, it's rather fistenable, but to get the point what #'s alf about is
pretty hard task. Once plundered ino hass quitar based thythm, then retumed
to the more heavy and/or industrial horizon, and again experienced in hiues
(2 classic. Mefody i important in MIND RIQT, but it's like traditional melal
hint, nol that speedy new wave of dealh melal type. Righi, heavy metal
influerces and psychodelic grooves make them so undescribable, of curse
adding vocal abilities of Tuomo to sound diverse and juicy.

Try "Rain’, their top track doubtiessly! Or "Rallerinas™ - sounds not that
typicall “Peak” is for open minded people, if you ask me...

MINDROT

"Pawning"

RELAPSE

Aller MCD "Forlom™ MINDROT reappear with a full fength release including
two MCD songs. This music is prelty conlroversial to gel inlo it from the first
lsten. It might be hard 1o accent as far as you don't ike one of thase styles:
doom, industrial, hardcore, gothic, grind. Simply those different schools are
combined on this abum, with the consequences known only to
bandmembers.

| can't say that afl the mix is successful, neither [ feel any album line due to
changiny ainosphere all the time. Again and again they retum tn crawling
slow gothic dreamiand, bt in periods between some psychoheavy daom or
grinding death mechanisms ruin an innocent picture. One is clear: MINDROT
have nolhing {o do with positive energy, cheerful speeds and easy sticking to
things. "Dawning" s rather fiery, violent and gloomily apocalyptic. Definitely
makes you fee! standing in the dark and shivering...

Warning! Not to buy this D before you lake a listen to what it all stands for.

MISANTHROPE

"16686... Thealre Rizarre"

HOLY

That's what is called brand intelligent add metal music! Frenchmen were
going towards this caichiness all (he lime since their inception in 1988, and
finally alt the scene claims with excitement - there's something exceptionalty
New, slrange, powerft, heavy, professional, cryfuf, modem, majestic, bizarre!)
! remember Philippe’s words claiming MISANTHROPE wauld never play for
listener's pleasure - they dict not do that untit now, but ¥'m sure the fistener has
found the band with all its tricks and manner of knock-outing!!

How else: to name this 67 minute epos full of so wide specire of moods, and
not only misanthropict Musically you'l find herc everylhing - from raw death
meld, which was close to MISANTHROPE onfy tit 1992, to rocky or
atmospheric  music, which is present and coes very wel! Classical
arrangements, and nowadays synih lechnics eilher! They fit each other as
they are dane fike one fiowing siream. Especially wanna mention German
sang "Schattengesang" - my fave in theatre of misanihropists!!

'm glad of MISANTHROPE - they aiways hac a repulation of strangers in
metal warld, but now, when the scene tumed quite into pack of strangers, they
get thal acceplance which deserved for several yrs. This album made it for
them!

MISERY LOVES CO.

"Misery Loves £0."

EARACHE

(e more new bom major act is on a visit to our mag. You know it s aways
interesting to analyse the music and 10 feam how those bands are canable to
shoot out to the centre of the masses taste. MISERY LOVES €0, is a typical
example as that's their debul album, originally pressed by a small Swedish
labet, and then rereleased for a wider audience.

No doubis, it's the sound - modem, technologic melal spiced wilh industrial
penpers and last but not least - a subtle doze of mefody. It might not be heavy
as hell, it might not be hateful as hef - it can be quite inteligent & industrially
almospheric  ralher surprising term? Swedish fellas do take care about
PANTERA, MACHINE HEAD, but they neither sound like those trendies nor are
so monofonous & feelingless - you really leel some breathing out of music!t
I's strange as in industrial music is hard 1o find this. Maybe that's why MISERY
LOVES C0). are that exceptional and can't be categorized.

But 1o be honest Lil the end il's still not my cup of tea - I'd betier offer you
loads of ire atmospheric bands, which easlly find the ways to your inney
world while those Swedles must try hard to do that.

MOLESTED

"Stormwaold"

EFFIGY/REPULSE

Five new lracks of Ihe most harsh recording ever known 1o death melal. If
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you don't know MOLESTLD is a very brutal death metal cutfit from Norway,
which eafier kiled the ground with "Unborn Woods in Doom” demo and
"Blood-Draum" album. Experiencing this music for the first time nothing
comes to mind as a quitaric noise, mixed with drummy noise. Even now |
think that the production MOLESTED use is very own and different from the
usual. I can't understand why they deadened guitars in the final mix. What
your speakers translate are drums crusher, bass quitar overload and more or
less listenable vocal recording. If it's done 1o make it as brutat as possibie, so
one huge minus to an overall impressing MOLESTED stuff,

With 2 tighter production it would sound very powerful, showing extreme
and melodic at the same lime 1iffs, slightly covering black metal style. In that
case the tighiness of a drummer would make you insane, too.

Absolulely not easy to get into MOLESTED, but if you're a die hard death
metaller, don't miss "Stormold" - this MCD make you think death metal is not
just cool, it's great! Price is only $1G (Europe)/$12 world). Available from
REPULSE Records (they will release: next MOLESTED fultlength in mid'97) as
well

MONUMENTUM

"In Absentia Christi*

MISANTHROPY -

The slowest band in (he world, but this epithet comes when we move (he
preparation of MONUMENTUM to release this disc, not when we speak about
the music. Another, aiready good thing aboul this slowliness is, that halian
heroes made it perfect in a pure sense of this word, No other formation has
ever madc anything like this - moody motion picture to dwell into and never
lo rise again... I's great ihat melal (mare or less) people managed to create
something, that musical world in general can he proud of.

Al characters of MONUMENTUM act like one theatral troupe, according to
sounds flowing from CD spinner. And [hat same motif which repeals on and
on, being the main axis of the album, only parlly reflecls that monolithic
misanthropic soundrack to the monumenlal images of wisdom. Fxceptional is
job of Francesca - she does not appear as your usual female vocalist, but
rather keep it alt alive, doesn't et male heroes to die or pul themselves down
for some invoking reason. But she is helpless when "La Noia" comes..
Slraight to netheriand i leads you and lands of orphaned.

Another five years will pass by lit lialians prepsve for the second coming, but
it will knock-out again.

MOONSPELL

"Woltear!”

CENTURY MEDIA

Challenge fike carreer of Portuguese hand - his debut album is a nice
evidence. Fulfiled with metal majesty, gothic interfudes and national character.
Yeah, that latter Urait shines among many others in MOONSPELL mustc,
moreover thal metal world hardly had any Portuguese folk involved

Surely it's not only that, as "Woltheart" is allanced as one good machine to
swing your mind with its dark tale. If comparing with previous "Under The
Moonsnel™ MCD, guys improved with whal they want to achieve in music, and
thus therere these goth iniluences, nice female choruses, even several
attempts of Langsuyar to sound like Glenn Danzig!

All that combined with black metal roots sounds pretty impressive. Kinda
passionate songs with same vampyric lexture + fitting dreamy keyhoards.
Especially wanna menlion “Alma Mater", “Vampiria®, "Trebraruna... Only if you
listen to "Woltheart” very intensively, you'll be hored quite soon due o songs'
flowing manner. | wish you to listen to ihis album rarely - then it will stil keep
that dark web tipon yet

MOONSPELL

“irrcligious™

CENTURY MEDIA

With this alum tile guys obwviously wanted 1o state they piss on any
limitations both in their musical wanderings and on any critics lowards their
everchanging nature. Actually those laos relumed extremely Qquickly, that
‘Ledo Takas" haven! been in lme o release another issue before.
Sunprisingly MOONSPELL  managed to write another 11 songs during
numerous tors after "Woltheart”. it's possible to speak about great inspiration
insuch a case.

Mind you, "Irrefigious” is still different from the pradecessor, though nol that
much, as usual. Who said "Wollheart" was much different than "Under,.."?!
But lo compare this work with the first MCD - youll hear a big difference.

Ok, MOONSPELL went more gothic, used much more monumental vocal
tones, medieval keyboard arrangements, even monk choirs! IUs fascinating
indged, Gone are folk influences, almost gone are biack metal remains, even
thal screamy vocal part is stil used, but Portuguese leaders have brought
some progressive/ambient elemenls, and dare you ask - techno imitation?!
Sournds nice, epic, tie "Wolthear” in its simplistic form.

Yeah, this wil go big, and "Awake”, "Raven Claws”, "Full Moon Madness”
can easiy hit the sireels at any moment. Only I'm slighty afraid this can get
quile boring after some 20 spins when every riext riff will be known. But thal's
the part of such monumental {poppy?) goth music.

MORDETH

“Lux In Tengbris®

HEAVY METAL ROCK

Releases like this always make one wonder why musicians dor't strive for
their own music, and rather clown olhers. They choose easier way, but the ball
nevertheless flies to them again - nobody is going o buy second rale albums.

Braziian bands practise this way very often and that's why you can hardly
find 4 good oulraging release down there. Many fike MORDETH repeat horing
fiffs of 1986, repeat without any sense of creativity, just for aggressiveness
sake. Deallvash can be fistenable whilst it's refreshing, diverse, at least catchy.
Ang here you fust can experience the same crinding drumming and exactly
the same rilfs on every of 13 tracks. Vocals are so frendy, with SEPULTURA
line that it make me piss on this efforl.

Easy to say "outdated”, but it's more than that. Outdated, Uninteresting and
soulless. Forget.

MORGOTH

“Feel somry for the fanatic"

CENTURY MEDIA

Long time passed since death melal ruled five German hearls, bul now they
completely refused their rools stepping into very shameful mainstream region.
What the hel’? Do they all got older and wanna eam big money with this
fucking music?! | don't get a point though. And stil doubt i | will, when Il get
o'd like then,

But MORGOTH never:heless tumed independent, refusing their metal roots.
Huh, its still "a bit metal”, but grungy, even techno/beat in *..and it's amazing

consequences” appears. Well, everyihing irritates me: shitty vocalising of
Marc (some time he growled like the devil imseltl), weak riffs of simple street
grunge/rock, and those parly induslrial, partly poppy effects either.

In general this new CD has something left from *Ocium® (mayhe that
industrialism), so to say MORGOTH leads on their own path forward ain'l far
from the truith, yet this slep ain't successhl at all. At least for the old band’s
fans. For them German ever brutal outfit is dead now, unfortunately. | feel
really sorry...

MORNINGSTAR

"Heretic Metal*

MOONLIGHT

At fast, Finnish pagan metatheads learned how to arrange profound ancient
way metal music, that it would sound interesiing. So far these three Quys have
refeased many recordings inclucing MCD and one full length via WILD RAGS
"Rivendell" (of ciirse thase two were extremely delayed with refeasing terms),
bul music was quite primitive and uninspiring - slightly blackened thrash.

The new CD is composed in earlier years 100, but shows MORNINGSTAR as
much improved, with a great anclent feel, showing up several memorable
ideas. It's much more hlack metal oriented now, even keeping a great ancient
metal spirit alive. Some tines of 11 are fast, what was alien for the band
earfier. Many heavy metat oriented riffs, the vocals sound usually - in screamy
quttural (thrashy!) way.

! was surprised about keyboard invasion - it's combined wilh old hm fines
(maybe comparable to CARPATHIAN FOREST?) though performed by the
engineer .J Poikolainen. DM 23 (Germany) /$ 20 (elsewhere) is worth of
paying for this classic metal oulput! Cnly ical side is a way poor & even
funny at times: "From the west came a priest and he brought a message with
disease..." Hm, what lo do with those pagan verses...

MORTEM

“Nemon Tales"

MERCILESS

Many praiseworthy responses were faid down in the press for several years
before this debut abum of Peruvian metal tegend - at last German tabel darect
to sign them for showing (o alf others that in s0 hot Soulh American fand it's
stifl possible to find a band which doesn't copy SEPULTURA or SLAYER for
that matter. Moreover thal MORTEM exist since 1986 producing their music
not every half a year, biit preparing it with a care.

Exactly: "Demon Tales" is completed of 3 tracks written in '86-87, 4 tracks

in '92-93, and 3 tracks - in '95. They aren't laid in this order - mived
together inslead, but listening it's easy (o nolice which is which. OId Iracks
have a noliceable (hrash inlluence, while new stulf has an obvious black metal
touch. But in general it's dealh metal, even not that pure and “ane song fits
all" tyne. Not easy to make a decent comparison - somewhere it reminds
CANNIBAL CORPSE fyel slowed down), then - MORBID ANGEL; even
somehow | feel niy ears refning ANCIENT RITES (myself is surprised 1o realize
thatf).

Well, "Demon Tales" is not had a! alf, even it doesn't shine as brighlly"as
these mentioned outfits do. Recommended for old schoo! death metal freaks,
who fike up tempo fucked down brutality. Price: $20. .

MORTIIS

"Keiser av en Dimensjon Ukjent®

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY )

The author remained faithiul o his originality o drastical lurns, no
unexpecled variations. On this third album MORTIS et expands his own
visions, opening new and newer gales of the Kingdom. Those lothat
soundscapes just scratch the sleepy cells of mind and make it work in he
time anc space of Mortiis fand. Moreover, the thunderous hammering brings
you hack to the glorious past, even then when the beginning of times had ils
first shape..

One can go on with the description fike that, and surely it's up to cvery
single personality to imagine and inlerpret the majesty of this dark dungeon
music. Get out of those catacombs and make your ears filed with those
arrangenmenls. <

Maybe "Keiser.." brings back in memory a debut album, yet the composer
surely has improved since then. So, the laller composition of the o is
simply the grealest MORTIS has crealed to dale. It's thundering luing and
uniting, depencing what s your state of mind. Something to leam from, no
less...

Great cover arl and perfect music makes this one of the most wanied
releases brought by CMI. $19is the price.

MOURNING SIGN

"Mourning Sign"

GODHEAD

New streams ahways surprise and make lake a very serions lisien. After a
debut MCDY "Aienor” of very young Swedish outfit, which was a briliant
example of extreme andt raw death metal with some decent gothic overiones
this album is like a new form of the same stuff, bul composed with some
wider abilities.

Sincerely ! fiked "Atienor" more due to+the lough strenghis and darker
attitude and simply hecaiise that music was more acceptahle o my ear. This
nine tracker is not bad al afl, only it sels new lormulas of expessing the same
or very similar ideas. Dm exiremity is substifuled by no less harsh deativash
volcano, dark gothic ideas were remade info some Kinda progrossive
elements, and heavyweight was spiced with a slight core influence.,

Maybe the result is grown heaviness - cramatism, but take a fisten to
"Ashes of my relics" - where do they get thal melancholy from?! Ming you,
MOURNING SIGN successhify combing the two, not forgetting other colours
too. Keyboards give an additional background to this controversial view, Tasie
the sweet drops from the well of truth... Not like others

MURDER RAPE

"Celebration of Supreme Bvil®

COGUMELG

You already can get sophomore alum of MURDER RAPE ".and Evil
Returns", which is recently released by bassists Agathodemon's own EVIL
HORDE Records (CD price is $17), whilst here is reviewed Lheir first oulpit on
the: bigges! Braziian label, consisling of seven songs and two in‘ouiros as
well

The names of MYSTIFIER, IN MEMORIAN and fikes say something? I not,
then those guys combine black and deaih metal in the same way: mid and
slow lempo calchy riffs are ditited with sirong heavy hase, plus gloomily thick
melodies are added. | can'l avoid sticking Brazilian black/death-tabe, what in
this particular case means MURDER RAPE stand as an ple tor oiher
{younger) focal bands. Indeed my point is this team makes such stuff the

ledo takas &




LEDO TAKAS MAGAZINE GOLDEN PRAHA'96 SPECIAL SHOW
REPORT
MYSTICUM/GEHENNA/MARDUK  October 6th, 1996  (club
"Bunkr')
ROTTING CHRIST/MOONSPELL/SAMAEL October 7th, 1996
{club "Bunkr")
It was a damn godly golden fall days when your mighty editor
together with coupla suite persons at last got that chance to
move 1o briliant Praha with one and only mission of visiting and
eludicating two helluva great underground shows, which took
part in the heart of Europe "Bunkr" rock club. | won't describe
here how wonderful this place on earth is (| mean the city) and
other full of adventures experience, which we all together
happened to go thru it's an exciting show report, for devil's
sakel!
First of ali | must say hail to that cute lighthalred girl from the
club, which got us the chance to participate and observe what
was going on there, as well as to my true friends from Brmo:
Petr and especially Marek! As it always happens, we supposed
to see only one show, and luckily appeared in a right place at
that time when two days dark metal has occupied our poor
"Bunkr", It sometimes happens, man...
.FIRST NIGHT...
It was something | will never forget some kind of ultimately
negative and very dark + powerful, 100% intensive experience!
All three bands created and completed that atmosphere of total
crush, aggression, undivinity and purity of black soul. You know,
_ I've mever been in foreign show before, where the sound is
perfect even in such small club, but definitely the bands, namely
12 guys and 1 girl (mysterious lady Sarcana from GEHENNA) all
in all devil's thirteen symbol, did the main thing... Then it's no
wonder, huh. Ah, there were some "true" Czech kids, which
were SO evil that we couldn't stop laughing, but overall | liked
local audience I'm sure it's a pleasure for bands to play as well.
MYSTICUM opened it up and | was... just blown fucking away!!
TOTALLY!! Listening to their tape or CD you know it's raw &
brutal & near the edge & stuff & stuff... but to be SOO0! My
biggest surprise in years I'm a total worshipper of the band since
the showtt! Glance at those pictures you'll get the point... That
energy is brought by all three members and plus a drum
machine (wow! do | like it??), vocalist/uitarist Raven being the
harshest surely.. Can't name it otherwise than Norwegian
insanity of black supremacy. Total blowout!!!
GEHENNA was the most expected band by me, and they
absolutely proved my expectations! Songs from both spells and
new "Malice” album were performed with such energy that my
jaw was dropping with each track lower and lower.. They
speeded up amost 2X comparing 1o studio recordings! Such
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tracks as "A Witch s Bom", "Shairak Kinnummh" sounded
strange on such speed, but no less powerfull! What a tight and
precise drumming of Dirge Rep blasts looked like a machine of
war and doom!! GEHENNA set passed by in no less speed than
MYSTICUM.

MARDUK closed the eve down, and to tell you | was rather
sceptical about them before! No fonger than til first riffs of the
set.. Furyll That's a right word for both guitarists, especially
Morgan, for skinny yet talentful Legion, who spewed out every
word off his mouth like the dirtiest blasphemy, for everheardabout
relentiess bass player (well, for MARDUK tour at least) Peter
Tagtgren, and finally for damned soul behind the drum kit let hell
will never forget him... Other than that is nothing to tell about you
might imagine that fury of MARDUKI! Songs were performed
from almost all abums, including demo track, and even
DESTRUCTION cover at the end! After this show I've started
totally worship "Heaven Shall Bumn..." opus. That's it,

..SECOND NIGHT...

This time "Bunkr" has caught up much much more diverse public,
where you could find black, gothic and other music liking people.
No more bm kids with compse paint, but more girls in general,
wanting some extremely close contact with Langsuyar or Vorph...
ROTTING CHRIST have opened and played only 5 tracks | guess.
As big my surprise was to hear their new CD and to like it, as
huge my disappointment was to experience them live, Strange but
Greeks totally didn't appeal to the public as well. Even they tried,
pushing some "Thy Mighty Contract" song... .
MOONSPELL were more lucky to set a fire below the stage, yet
me supposes their appearance was more mainstreamlike than
underground. They have a right to feel stars though when such
strong following repeats the name on and on MOONSPELL... Set
was spiced with background video effects not bad. And their new
quitarist is awesome! Better than RC, yet much less flame than
yesterday's hordes did made.

SAMAEL needs no presentation, even in show report. Uhh, that
was serious! New concept, tearing himself apart Xy behind the
key and drums at the same time (!'), sarcastically smiling Vorph
with convulsive, typical only to him manner of singing and sfage
hearing, jumping like a hc juvenile Masmiseim and new rented
master of rhythm Kaos... A foursome making the audience shiver
with every track performed. Mostly from last two albums,
SAMAEL haven't forgotten "Into The Pentagram’, but the dast
accent were two shinees off "Passage" "Rain" and "My Saviour".
Went mad with those ambient intros between the tracks. It was a
new thing for metal band, no it islll SAMAEL stilt set new
standards, and | was fucky to get that seen.
Are you sure you're. still hesitating. about such.shows of the




theatre of tragedy

You shouid perfectly know this unique formation after their
fremendously successtul debut self-titled album, which happened to
appear in mid'95. According to the band, it has been sold over
17000 times up til March, and Japanesse fans only have bought
about 2000 copies of the CD! Actuall, seven piece Norwegian
outfit has already recorded their tollower to "Theatre of Tragedy”
album, which s out when you read this. To my knowledge it must
have been recorded in July at "Communication” Stucios in
Ludwigshafen, Germany - Pete Coleran happened to be a waited
producer of that thing. To mention just a few he has worked with
PARADISE LOST, AMORPHIS, LOVE LIKE BLOOD.. Some new
songtitles ol by secret by vocalist Raymond include: "Bring Forth
Ve Shadow", "And When He Falleth”, "A Rose for the Dead”. "Der
lanz der Schatten”, "Black as the Devi Paintelh’.. Raymond
bragged that he had a lyric for another song but he dion't know if
the grammar was correct because his German was not too good,
anyway, it’s called "in dem Spiegel der verfluchte Geist” - if you see
the new album of TOT, don't forget to check out If this song appears
or notl! The working title of this album was “Velvet Darkness they
Fear" and it wasn't changed.

Before gaing to an in:depth talk with the singer, ' finish with the
fresh band news towards their actiities..So, Bruno-6t experimental
gothic maniacs DAS.ICH was interested to do remies on 1:0r 2 of
TOT songs, and there should appear an MCD together with-English
version of "Der’ Tanz der Schatten” (."Shadowdance!??..) and
"Manhattan :Skyline" by (what???) A-HA. As well relevant is the
appearance of THEATRE OF TRAGEDY on Norwegian tribute to JOY
DIMISION with "Decades", and also on-local sampler with a new -
techno.{l} version of my favourite track (not only from demo times)
"A Sorig by the Hearth?!" Got it??! And now - straight to the talk...
Raymend speaks:

-Cheers! How things are going? Well, quite nicely as a matter of
fact. We are at the time being cccupied with making songs for our
new album. They seem to be working out quite well; we just made a
promo recently (which by the way is not available to anyone) and we
got an impression of thelr whereabouts i the musical landscape - a
bit different from our album, though stil with the THEATRE OF
TRAGEDY style. Except from that there is not much going on. Oh,
wel, Pal Bjastad (quitars - T) quit the band in August fast year if that
is of any worth knowing, and the chap replacing him is called Geir
Hilkeid
A frontman tells on what was going with the creative potential of
the band since the release of 2 debut... It really was some kind of
innocerit and majestic beauty of the dark as music can carry in
itseff...

-Musicwisa 1 think we have become darker. The songs are not so
sweet and "pop-diittyish” as on the album, | think. Perchance we
have also hastened the pace on the new songs, making them
rockier. At the same time they have become more diverse and also
maybe a bit more "experimental” than before, Bear in mind that ie.
"Dying - | only feel Apathy" is from 1993, so it would go without
saying that we have developed since then. Anyway, at least | guess
that the music has become darker; it's Fard for me to differentiate
between music and lyrics because when | think of the songs | only
get connatations to my lyrics, which now definately keep more to
the shadowspheres of life. They more or less revolve around themes
such as vampyres, erofica, s/m {this theme not belonging to the
dark ones, of course..), death (.not in a gore aspect by al
means..) and religion. So, if you can hold on unti
Auqust/September this year you can find out for yourself if you think

that the songs stil hald the same expressions of feglings.

TOT seemed to have a tour last summer, promoting the album. ft
must be fascinating for such a seven members orchestral And |
wonder how was it like to hear that music live, on stage - it ain't
"play it loud" thing, you know...

-Actually the tour spanned from December the 8th to the 23rd
because the ATROCITY feat DAS ICH abum was somewhat
postponed, and as | believe you already know we were only support
act for them. Anyhow, we were by all means satisfied with the tour, |
daresay that it was some of the best moments we have ever had,
despite all the problems. | do not want to explain the problems
because they might include persons I'd rather not want to talk shite
about. The audience was great more or less all over the line, the
bands were great as were the roadies and the beer was for free, so
could it be anything efse than fuckin' fun being on tour. We are all
eagerly awaiting the next one. Yeah.. one big family.. families
usually do quarre! don't they? Well, for once we stayed away from
such happenings on the tour, except from one of two small ones.
Here at home we more often have our fights but we knew that we
would be living so closely to each other on the tour, so that we
realized that we had to extend our limits of tolerance and herce
slaying away from the anal quarrels. We rather concentrated on
playing, drinking and having fun.

As every other band, TOT had their beginnings, and it was the year
1992 - winter time, of curse... Coupla yrs later, in May 1994 union
recorded their wonderfut demo tape-which received grand reviews.
That was a tape me got interest in them; }was really damn shocked
about the music - it was just a'blow out, indeed a great piece of art!
Especially having in mind the start of TOT, first recording. Most of
the beginners just learn to play on their demo... THEATRE OF
TRAGEDY had the potential even far earier, | bet..

-Thanks a lot for your compiimentst!i Anyhow, how we managed
putting the songs together?! Well, the songs are rather simple as a
matter of fact. There usually is a synth/piano "iff" that is the basis
and on a such "iff" there are guitars put on top, quite simple-guitar
riffs most of the time. There is nothing that could be compared to
prog like elements. Yeah, we sort of leamed to play on the demo, or
a bit before. None of us, except Liv (soprano - T} and Lorentz
{piano/synth - T), are educeted musicians; we just leam things as
we go along.

Comparing demo to the latter material orie can notice that band's
style tumed a bit thicker, kinda more balancing either on
doom/death or on goth/dark wave. The demo contained:all that
stuff at the same time, somehow connecting both sides. Raymond
argues on that matter:

-In my opinion the album stilt includes --and.balances on - all of
the above:mentioned genres, thotigh | daresay:that we' kept away
from death- metal. Albeit cn-the demo we.still had more of the, i |
may say, lowbrained death influences, that is, in the song "A Song
by the Hearth?!" Now, oniour new material we have put more effort
intd showing a bit more of our goth-rock/dark wave sides, but |
shouid emphasizethat.it is stit matall

Vhile demo included some normal vocal avertones of Raymond,

50 later on he refused to sing in that way. 'm sure it sounded great,
kinda adding one more dimension to the overall sound... So, my
surprise to hear that "A Song by the Hearth?!" was too deathy...

-1 guess that on the new album Il use some more normal vocals
again. We just recorded a promo recently where | tried singing and
it worked out rather ok, so | will definately try it out for our new
release. Actually | tried some normal vocals for our last album but it
Just did not sound good:; it was totally disharmonic, so | left it out or
replaced it with growling! Maybe the reason was that | was too
narvous when trying i, but anyhow | will just have to make sounds
that do not sound like when you are torturing a cat. Huhhuh... did
you think that the vocals in the beginning of "A Song by the
Hearth?!" were amazing?????? (Yep, ! stil purely love that part of

heard iri my entire life; | sound fike a bloody fagget, and maybe that
was one more reason for my keeping away from such kind of
vocals at a later stage.

To be honest, just after getting the CD, I've desperately started
picking the opening track of the demo up, but what was ny
surprise and disappointment when | realized that it doasn't appear
herelt

-Ehmm... maybe you understand one of the reasons for aur ot
including that song on the album if you read the above answer
Mareover, that song isn't really well structured, it is just rifts following
rifts. There isn't really any "read thread® in t, in other words it is
Quite messy. At parts it is also too metalish and certainly we try to
stay away from that gerve, Anyhow, actually we will be doing a new
version of it soon tor a local sampler, a techno version as a matter
of fact, simply called "A Song by the Hearth?! (1996 125BPM)".
And | will definately take away the "singing” in the beginning and
replace it with some growiing or shite ke that.

Yo, my taste seems a bit different than Raymond's, at least about

that song... Anyway, the duo of him and Liv is great, and nobody
would argue that. They manage to sing at the same time, leading
separate yrics, as if having some emotional tatks with the heip of
music. it's quite an innovation, | have never heard something like
that before.

-The basic idea is of course that one can have dialogues or plays if
you prefer. By doing so one can more easily put forth different
points of views and discuss the pros and cons of diffsrent topics. To
do s0-is not 100 easy when there is only one narator, fight? It is
especially more convenient expressing the relationships between
man- and woman with a dialogue, tut on the other hand it is
perchance easier to philosophize about ie. religion in a solloguy.
Innovative? .. well, it takes more &i'ort to write such a yric seeing
that two points of views should be considered - which by the way
leaves a quite neutral point if view freeing me from preaching
morals - and for the fact that | need to wiite a longer text
Otherwise there isn't too much else to it No, | had not heard
anybody else doing such a thing before | did it, though | am sure
there are others who | am not aware of.

Surely it has to do with play styled lyrics, | believe. This style with
old English language reminds me British school of drama, being
some kind of a tribute to it or a sentiment to medieval style of the
art. To ot it short - sincere expressive art of poetry. Me told to
Raymond that If he wouldn't have said the lyrics played the main
fole in THEATRE OF TRAGEDY me would have been surprised!

-The reason for my choosing to write in older English style is that |
rather want to create verse that s not so much longer in use, and
hence easier keeping away from a cliched language, because in the
long run ordinary English, or especially American inspired English
lanquage becomes somewhat "wom out”. | do not think it has to do
with a tribute to British School of Drama, but as you stated to make
our music and lyrics more sincere and more as one whole. The
lyrics and the music should sort of relate to one anather instead of
going their own ways. Sure, the lyrics play 2 great part in our
"creation”; | think that the lyrics in some aspects ae more
dominant, not because of the fact that | have written them, but
because they have formed the whoir image of the tand, and it's
through our image, the Shakespearian.one, that we have earnad a
good deal of reputation. | am not saying that the music is nat of
impartance, for that it is, but the lyrics have lead to our particular
type of vocals, which also has tumed into our trademark
Are you sure those lyrics flow straight from his own experence,
being a reflection of his real workd? Me see both sentimental and
dark pattems, which have something strong to do with love...

Well, the purpose of poetry in my eyes - in other words how | like
it - Is to create a world beyond our world; a place where we can
escape o in between the chores of our everyday ffe, A purely
imaginative place where one does have to think of saciéty - sogial

4

criticism shouldt in my opinicn have nothing to do in poetry -.and -

where there are anly fictionate:plots and persans. Yeah, fictionate;
nothing serious. This is the type of poetry | prefer and write. for the
band. | am-not saying that social critics are had; on the cortrary, but
I'am ot the type of person that wass to read about the shite | can
experience. every bloody day; as | said | want an escape from
reality. iMorever, | am not interested i others’ morals and
meanings. 50 anyhow, maybe they are not fully caming from my
experiences, atthough it is Impossible to avoid putting one's own
personality anc feelings into the writngs. Huh.. | quess that the
sexual parts in i.e. "Sweet art Thou" as well as the love parts in the
other songs that contain such a toi surely are inspired by my life



#zh Liv, but by all means are not a reflection of how | lead it The
rev lyrics more or less revolve around themes such as Vampyres,
=otica, s/m and religion, and this time they are much more dark.
Somehow, most of my new lyrics have connotations with Lucifer; |
30 not know how or why, but it does not mean that we're satanic;
maybe it is just a good "parson® for metaphors and similies?? God
TOWS

Cranging the topic into one about studio experience, it's curious
why the band have chosen not Norwegien studios, but Dan
Swano's own "Unisound” for a debut album and German
*Zommunication” for the sophomore work. As for the first, it seems
w became a reat underground cult place (if musicians want to get a
superb quality), but just check out what Raymond has to say on
a matter:

-Our drummer Hein already knew Dan Swano from before through
atters 5o he just contacted him asking if he was free during the
Christmas, and that he was, so.. Working with Dan... hmm... he
somehow was too much of a 9 to 5 person and too slobby with
rottying us on things that could be done better. After listening to
~1; 0D a couple of hundred times | have come fo the conclusion
+=3t Dan did a rather bad job, the sound is rather poor, at least for
1s - such a "futuristic, mechanic” sound isn't really what we wanted
Vereover, he was too much in a hurry; even though if a take was
4 he told us that we need not do it again because he can fix it in
-~z mix, and as dumb and naive as we were we just followed his
words, and hence the result, which is not as good as it could have
=en f done properly. Besides his equipment is also too bad for our
ncards as ae the accomodations. | do not know about
“orwegian studios. Maybe where THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL
-zve been recording could have been a quite goad choice, but
—ere s nothing we can do with the first album. For our second ong
2 have already booked the studio: “Communication” Studios in
Sermany with Gerhard Magin as an engineer and Pete Coleman as
3 orodlucer,

Anders Mareby plays ceflo on TOT debut disc. He is Swedish and
280 worked with EDGE OF SANITY recently. I've got an impression
=5 quy just makes money playing that instrument on every album
2 is asked for, ha, Anyway, you must agree cello gives a somber
uch to the music of Norwegians...

At we knew when we went to record our altum was that we
waned some cello, or if nothing better appeared, violin on some of
e songs. Though we did not know where to find any, but it
-zonened so that Dan knows Anders Mareby since ages and
~esdes they both play in & prog band called UNICORN, and when
wa zonfronted him with our problem he suggested Anders. So, Dan
5 armanged it for him to come down to the studio and give a fisten
- e parts whe'e we wanted cello and hence he recorded what he
sht would be appropriate, and indeed his playing became
=2t and bloody beautiful, so... What the cello means for me?! |
= rt really know, but as just mentioned it became beautiful, so it
22 go without saying that there was some kind of an impact of
ng, but how to define it | do not know. Overmare, celio is by
-3+ my favourite instrument, Nahi... | do not think that he will become
- 3 playing the cello; all he got from us was a copy of our CD.

. are we cheap buggers! { hope you aren't, ha ha... - T)
“z- me, who probably ain't that famiiar with everything what's
2ceg in dark/gothic scene on, TOT and THE 3RD AND THE
VOSTAL were the forerunners of this sound n metal circles of
‘erway, | mean both those bands are quite far each from the other
~usically. And | was very much interested to ask a frontman what
=2 ks on this, and on solo carger of Kari

-Ng, not really, | do not think that we were the forerunners here in
\rway makdng this music. | do not do about THE 3RD AND THE
TAL bt at least we wele quite late; it was only as late as in the
of '92 that we got togather, yet at that time we only made

death/doom metal and it was not before September or
ner '93, when we got Lorentz and Hein, that we started
ng more  gothicike  metal and  even more i
ry/March'@4 when we got Liv in the line up. Maybe that we
qot more exposure than the other oider doom/gothic barids
=2 n Norway could be a reason for this mis-perception? Yeah, |
1z that we and THE 3RD are quite far away musically, especially
san you take their latest album into consideration; they have a
~rre slow “independent” or "4AD" sound whileas our new material
site uptempo and rocky though still keeping to metal. | do not
v which of their releases | prefer because | have only heard
new ong a coupie of times, but ff | gave it more listen | guess
<=3t one would be the most prefered seeing that it is far removed
i metal. Karl's solo stuff | have not heard as yet.

2 of the last my questions was about black metal trend, and as |
=on0sed Raymond was damned unhappy to hear it...

el actually | am damn bored with this quastion; 1 get it in every
riarview | receive. Anyway, | think that the black metal trend is
usely bollocks as is everything comnected to this genrell Blahh... 1
3c not give @ horse's arsc to these "penguins”..

O, that was the strong opition, so | lsave it up to you to think it
aver, and thus far plunge into THEATRE OF TRAGEDY, as they really
anotionate the world. Raymond closes up this article, giving an
assurance the band will try new lines and spheres, that their new
situm will be even more juicy and expressive:

-Hm... k... Hello readers, we won't stop on this, we'll try new fines
and spheres and the next album will be even mare juicy and
avpressivel Apart from that, thanks a lot for the interview!!! "Fans”,
lease enclose an IRC for answer!

A great deal was made in last few years presenting the scene
some shockingly new waving cutfits from Norway, and the first (not
the third!) of them was THE 3RD AND THF MORTAL, a bunch of
faatures for whom were published in various types of musical press.
We aren't following any trends, and this feature is as pure as any
other in this magazine. Let us state like this: we lreate the band as
any other great formation from Norway, which this issue is full of. Let
you won't be misguided - THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL play very
abstract & complicated sort of music, having less melal than you
gver imagine. Hell yeah, they did played that sort of music fow years
ago, but times are moving on.. Thelr progression can be easily
heard from all. four recorcings: "Sorrow" MCD'94, "Tears Laid In
Farth” CD'94, "Nightswan" MCD'95 and finally, their latest britfant
“Painting On Glass" CD'96, which is further more experimenting in
various  soundscape  waves; - avantgarde  Streams,  breezing
industries...

ft might seem at any point that new album ain't that clear in musical
sense, and especially for musical critics. Anyway, most of people
really enjoy that work, and thus speaks bass player Bemt
Rundberget: "We are very glad for the response we get for
"Painting...". We did knewwe had done-a good album. But we are a
bit surprised for the good reactions because we think that the CD
maybe was a little difficutt to understand and get in. It seems lke
many people have their eyes open for that kind of music right now. |
hope many more wil go the same way. Some listeners and
especially reviewers don't understand what we want but mostly it
seems like they accept and understand our message." Indeed the
audience is much more acceptable for bizarre music nowadays, and
| doubt if THE 3RD had such a response few years ago - at that
time they were much more traditional. But maturity has come as
"we have done our most mature work until now. | think we also wil
develop with fater stuff. The band got a CD deal early in the start,
and | think people hear that we have changed quite much since we
started. All bands do that, but very often band develop and find their
way in years before they get any deal. They have found their way
when they do their first release. We couldn't do that. We have been
growing and maturing while people have heard us from the start."

To be honest, | had a chance to hear only the first and last releases
of the band, and that is a great lack for me, but Bemt clearly told me
that "it was obvious to turn that way we do. | think it what we want to
play and the way we will show our music. 1 think that in the start we
played much more guitar riffs. The reasan of that was that it was the
music some in the band who played together were doing before,
Four of the guys had played a lot of death metal before, and it took
a time before we got over to some new ideas. After a while we
began to think different and our music developed more. We: also
had some changas in the line up. Right before the recording of
“Sarrow® | came in as the new bass player. We changed vocalist in
garly '95 and | think we came with some new thoughts and ideas."
He seems not to feel any sentiments towards those guitar
instruments used in the past: "As | told the guitar riffs are almost
gone. It comes of the way we develop our music.”

Well it ain't that clear if the changes of music and of vocalist were
the cause of each ather or one particular thing, but in fact Kari used
quite different type of singing than Ann-Mari does. The latter gir
must have some own ideas to influence band's music - the witing
process. In some tunes it even seems guys have to fit her manner
of singing. "Yes, it was niecessary to change the music a bit after we
ot a new singer. There are big differences in Kari's and Ann-Mari's
voioes; Ann-Mari has & vaice which she can use for different music
styles. Kari has speciafised her voice in one way. They also have
different ideas and backgrounds in music. But it is mostly the rest
of the band who make all the music. And we work it out together
all six. That's the way we always have worked." Anyway | was
developing my idea that Ann-Mari sometimes uses the guys as
only accompaniment to her performances - such thought came to
my mind out from "Painting On Glass". I've even checked out
some slight similarities with Diamanda Galas or even Bjork! Though
Bermt contradicted again: "We never feel that we are just a backing
band for our vocalist It is obvious that a singer will be known
better than the rest, And specially when it is a female singer. But
we always try to make it clear for all that we are a six piece band
where everybody counts. | don't think that Diamanda Galas or
Bjork influence Ann-Mari or the rest. Myself, | like both artists. We
have different influences which are alf kinds of artists and stylkes
We have very different task of music, something | think is great,
because then elements from all kinds of styles is a part of our
music." Next thing this Bjork fan was asked to share his opinion
about Karf's solo career; "Kari has worked with a record deal,
which she has finished now. | think she wil be out with an album
early in '97. She continue 1 work with her style where she use an
acoustic orchestra for backing up. Musically we have gone two
different ways."

Hard to define those musical patterns THE 3RD AND THE

the Sr and the mortal

=

MORTAL mix, though they are so different each from other: in
one tune it seems fike a rumble of 30-ies sentimental music, in
another - a high-tech mix with various effects & hidden spectie
of emotions... Bemt adds: "We like to experiment in studio. We
don't want o do an alhum where the sound is the same in every
track. 13 much more exciting with various sounds, | think most
of the listeners also feel that way. We have got verv good
response for the production.”

As you notieed I've used the term avantgarde for THE 3RD's
music here andthere - it makes me feel fike this, but what about
themselves? Do they really use to be called that way ard what is
avantgarde in general? "Avantgarde i3 a kind of new music,
which is very laid back and easy and some kind of special for the
most of listeners. It wes first used in the jazz style. | think
avantgarde music can be said that it's far out for many people.”

if three first products of the band were released under & small
HEAD NOT FOUND label, so-this latest album is a product of
VOICES OF WONDER Records - a bigger label, taking care of
HNF distribution, by the way. | won't wonder f THE 3RD AND
THE MORTAL will get some more attention and serious deals
worldwide. it's pleasant to hear that can't change the band that
much, speaking about underground thing... "We aways hope to
get attention from as many as possible. 1 think our fatest albiim
have a chance to get us more known, We will work for getting a
bigger deal when we will be finishing with the deal on VOICES OF
WONDER. Wa have a hope to live and get so much money that
we don't need to work with other things, which we must do now.
| don't think it's necessary to leave the underground because of
getting a major deal. It's possible to work both ways."

Even Bernt tried he couldn't avold my top gquestion about
Norwegian black metal scene... Though i've asked how he liked
ULVER's acoustic briliant "Kveldssanger", nothing more... 'l
haven't heard the atbum from ULVER. THE 3RD have never ha!
much in common with the black metal scens. We respect the
music they do, but not the behaviour of many in the scene.”

"We don't sing in Norwegian because mostly we are seling
outside Norway. We did it in a few songs but decided to write all
in English after a while' - he adds to-assure the hand don't use
any means to show their Norwegian side. On "Sorrow" MCD Kari
used to sing in Norwegian, as | =member - it wasn't that bad...

"We do the music we do because It's way for ys 1o show our

meanings and opinions,- continues: Semt, while me gets closer to
the band's inner, supposing about netherworld's influence on the
music and thirst off this material world,- but 1 don't think you
must go and think that because we sometimes do sed or dark
music, we behave that way. Many will be surprised that we are
very happy and funny gang. We just want to do our music that
way."
The fast thought which came to my mind about the band was
that they are aways creative, and maybe that limitless music
made me think so, oz in fact “we have periods we are very
creative, and also periods we don't manage to do anything. We
work good under pressiure. We also do much of the music in
studio. Almost half of our last album is made in studio." And 8o is
this experimental worl - you never know what to expest.. Ok, If
you want to abtain ary album of the band, do contact them as
they have each MCD for $12 and CD for $20; T-shirt cosls
$15, poster - $7. Top class!
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down there, In spite of really evident SAMAEL influence, if you contradict

At & moment this platter might seem a bit outdated cuz four piece don't have
any smart idea thru it all, though agree that this brand of dark metal must
smaulder of the style's depth - it was meant to be rather conservalive. So
trug fans of antiquity already know what to do.

MUSSORGSKI

"In Harmony With The Universe”

MORBID MADNESS

Acdaimed as a very strange music of Polish cosmic art creators, who are
developping this style since 1991. During these years MUSSORGSK! had ups
and downs, but the base was left - that let them fo come to this debut
recording, which shows the ways to other planets. Well, for metalheads -
surely. Other peaple might not understand the path of MUSSORGSKI, but me
sees orly that. Wandering among cosmic chaos - music prompts this idea.
How efse to name that messy industrial suffering??

Ok, now | must assure. youil's: not-a ustial intusinial band, go fuck all around
it you Hirk:soll It's kinda black/electronic/synthetic/death ‘meal influenced
industrigl: And-|-faled again trying-to- describe it. No dance, no bm grinding,
but own paint 10 heaidness, coldness, technology and cosmos!! Even 15
tunes, some of thermi-are.just instrumental/eléctro variation (slamming against
humandids’/surfing. ambnigst cosmic rubbish?), so that gives an additional
space effect

MUSSORGSKE. Is he'fa conposer) ever thought his.name would be used
for spacé ravelling?tOrit's too much-to-call this music like that.. nd; |- gyess
no

MYSTIFIER

“Trie World 1s So Good That Who Made # Doesn't Live Here!

OSMOSE

No, this refease ain't ass kicking, together with two first MYSTIFIER albuins..
This time ttiey bring & tenor singer (male), biut that doesn't help. in general I'm
not against:operas, but females do it better, huh. At least whenthigir skills are
used with ‘metal music, Maybe black/death: isn't.that- subgenire” of -the
movement 1o fit tenor vocalising that perfect? And this outfit-might net-beuthe
best to go together with that either. .

Lots of guessings, but thie answer is one - stilt average aloum consisting of
six compositions, full of mid and slow tempo-moods, with several ‘quicker
intershanges. For those who know Braziian school of such. music, TThe
World..." (what: a tite?)) won't be any kind of surprise. |- stress - evenwith
tanor, Thoughvtiontbe mistaken as me was al first - album has that screamy
vocalist elther: i fact MYSTIFIER. have only two members of "Goelia" sessions
left, but they st remain the rulers of this outlit.

I'm riot swe bt quess the album isn't that exira hot in the markst.

MZ.413

"In Nomine Dei Nostri Satanas Lucifer! Excelsi”

COLD MEAT NRUSTRY

This is probably:the darkest and most fiery project in frozen meat's fridges,
popping out with-as harsh sounds as yeur. broken. vacuum-cleaner, of curse
being plugged... Actually hailingffom Sweden MZ:4 12/bring’ up-some dark
industrial ways of:ambient, every.now and then wrapping it in mifitary rhythms
or adding the sutfering voices of serial-killers..

Al weadings & immature. earth crawlers - scatll And “beware.. ‘Mind
crughing heavy noises unpure your actions & bady galls biagin to fight against
gach other... This album just imvokes a total selfdestruction.

Hm. | mean it's not.the one | adore “though, | should listen to-pure
thunderstorm instead, but otherwise you seem to hiave athirst for even thicker
noises after it ¢he thunderstorm) ends up... Nevertheless it's up to-everyone:
does this invoke some processes irrthe mind o not.. Paedoptifia cum
sadismustt

Furthermore, MZ.412 are ready to protect you from returning to. normal
state; their new opus “Buming the temple of God" is out now and next
material has been actually laid down. It was said to include a doze of black
melal and explore further into dark industrid destruction.

NAGLFAR

"Vittra"

WHONG AGAIN

Qne helluva monolith is-this nine tracker from supreme masters of melody
and firm musicianship!. induding their older songs "Emerging From Her
Weepings', "The Edipse Of Infenal Storms" and likes, plus severd new tracks
"Wttra" shows the high potential of NAGLFAR, undoubtedly leading those lads
to the highness of new wave progressive death.

Actually interviewing the band | was doing a -small fore, an advance, as
Vittra" was stit growing on me by that time. Meanwhiled must admit it's really
areat wark, and even those influences of Gothenburg Irothers seem quite
naturd and suitable. s wonderful to take a listen to such a tight playing and
enjoy the fiery storm created by atmospheric hints. Maybe NAGLFAR include
some slight black metal ingredients comparing ‘to others. but surely has
riothing to do with Hack metal as we know it

Like Andreas promised, I'm sure the next release by NAGLFAR Wil be even
much better, painting those pure lines of own compositions, but thus far enjoy
Wittra" - meet thy forest goddess! Available from WAR. Hor $18 {oversess -
$20).

NAHASH

"Wellone Aetemitaz"

DRAKKAR/LEDO TAKG PRODUKTA!

The second Lithuanian bm outfit with & (1) deal, and they must be quite
happy to get it after the only demo. Though it sold really good and still keeps
seffing, new stuff surely blows out earfer material. With better ideas and their
pertormance, first of all

Music turned more catchy (ut some additional technics should be mastered
thoughy, and especially creating process hias lived out anather remaissance,
With this refease NAHASH purely show they have a sfrong potential, even
sfronger than was shown in the first demo. Sadly, limitations of studio abillities
weak-ened the sound and deadened some origing ideas, which can be herd
only when you know songs very well.

But looking to it as 90-ies black metal release - the band has something
original 1o offer, in soundscapes of extreme speeds and slow dreamy parts. No
wonder that music is created under the influence of dark wawing visions. . Only
it could have been longer than 30 minutes product, but that is for the future {
ouess... Available 1or $18 (CDVE7 (MC) from "Ledo Takas".

NAPALM DEATH

"Greed Killing"

EARACHE

After so disappointing 1994's effort there's another try out of British
extremists, presenting not only new ideas, but mare like a new chailenge! Yes,
i think NAPALM DEATH five up their next renaissance with this severr tracker -
mini CD. While “Fear..” was so one sided, monotonous and repeated, this
sampie of new approach shows NAPALMs as the seekers for something new,
forgetting the borders of extreme deathvgrind and even metal.

“Greed Kiting" is only a pre-release of new full-length, but sets new focuses
of the band: thoughtful industrial intensity, sampling experiments and raging
blasts from the past. The mix is surprisingly good due to various structures +
interesting continuations and intelligent juicy sound.

Two.tracks-ori:this 1ow priced single are taken from new LP, four songs are
featured only on this MCD, and the last is "Plague Rages" five in New York - a
bad:song from previous album. Anyway - cbtain, you'l get some safisaction,

NAPALM DEATH

"Diatribes"

EARACHE

Not fong time-after the single “Diatribes™ hit the street, bringing forth even 12
refreshing tracks of the.same kind laid on "Greed Kiling". Actually this frack is
1hie Hit of a day with its melodic pattern, hooks and firm performance.

Speking on the new vibes in ND-composing, industriahardcore approach
might:be- the main-with all these danceble grooves, yet things like Bamey's
vocal abilities make the deal too. He started not only. to spit words in his gore-
fike manner, even nat to scream out at imes; but also sing-n narrative vocals!
Of-curse, that happens when samples appear and ND gat: there where they
had never.been before. | mean psychedelic industrial insanity.

No doubt that "Scum" and fikes had more power + extremity - dbviously it
can't be overrun; yet "Diatribes" stands as a refrashing input wiih a breath of
blowing wind - something what guys missed since “The World Keeps Turning®.

Hungry for direct metal/industrial blend - get it now! Hopefully the band won't
turmi:angther PTCH SHIFTER or GODFLESH either..

NATTVINDENS GRAT

“A Bard's Tale"

SCOLSTITIUM

Not only the. address is same, “but -aiso -some’ musicians between both
NATTVINDENS GRAT and DARKWOODS: MY-BETROTHED: Let that be, but a
slight comparison -may be  made “between:bolh::ithe same kind of
amangements, styling, tricks, sound -of :vocdls; ‘kéyboards, etc... Ah, that's
artially what is the bestin the music of Rins:- keys performed by Tuomas,
and operetic vocals of Pasi (even he sings only in two tracks).

Tris album differs from what band made with their cassette "Der Svanar
Fiyger™-- gone are. metal :roughness, guitars -sound .very softy, in the
background, Material. s much more rocky, simplier arranged, but keeping the
dose of northerri-€oldness and atmosphere  especially.  That's why
NATTVINDENS GRAT work can be calied as masterful and quite innovative.
Mind you - quys are stif young and full of new ideas for next releases.

Influences. might be seen of TIAMAT circa "Clouds" and goth/rock scene
Very wonderful is combination of rock/metal, when Suvi takes the. mie:-"she
adds that necessary silver colour to the pack. At times vocal abilities of main
{session) singer Wilsa can be questioned, but good thing that he doesn't want
to be standérd. Actually | said enough reasons to not miss this album!

NECROMANTIA

"Seerlet Bvil, witching black”

0SMOSE

You know what, | have’ never been a fan of NECROMANTIA. and- even-of
Greek bm scene. To say-precisely | ignore first works of the most famous
bands, including the réviewed. But sophomore full-length of one very
innovative cutfit has changed my mind. Yet it's possible that the next effort
won't invoke any emetions in my heart agan.

What aboul "Scarlet...*, | can assure it's one hell of an effort = with much
more challenge, flowing thru entire disc, and suprems NECROMANTIA sound,
excepting the darkest atmospheres known to black metal. Cecult melodies,
wonderful background of synthesizers, and surely some kind of sorrowful
romanticism within te bass quitar soundscapes. What new ideas are felt? A
bit more polished combining of metodies and ocoultism, not losing the Greek
origin, and stepping no further than progress of the band itself. As well,:stight
heavy metal impulse makes me wonder.

To cut it short if you liked NECROMANTIA earlier you'l ‘adore this platter,
While you pissed on them coupla years ago, you must try again to receive a
pleasant nightful satisfaction. Epic.

NECROPHOBIC

“Spawned by Bl

BLACK MARK

The perfect return known to. death metal-history! Who still remember *The
Nocturnal Silence"?. Only the dldest death metal freaks; and thus this Swedish
outfit was almost buried by others. As well as their beloved style was buried.

In spite of the next CD “Darkside", which is still in works, three years break
brirgs forth an MCD of four tracks, For the restart it's damn enough. Again
surpnise, as besides a title rack there are three covers of SLAYER, VENOM
and BATHORY! What else coutd that be. Quite interesting versions, as "Die By
The Sword" is"performed in pure death metal vein while "Nightmare" includes
some thrashy feel.and-screamy vocals, and "Enter The Bternal Fire" is almost
classically repeated original... with better production of curse. To sum it up, I've
heard some betler versions.

But now the title track... Man, if you know something about Swedish schook
and like the new wave of black metal, NECROPHOBIC will smash you. 3
minutes and 18 seconds is the example how Kiler ‘Darkside” will be: neat
death metal riffing, informat melodies and unholy vocals of Tobias. From the
shadzws - to the very top

NIGHTMARE VISIONS

"Suffering From Echoes"

HEAD NOT FOUNDAOICES OF WONDER

Metallion signs more and mare British rockers - NIGHTMARE VISIONS were
first of them. Rather unknown name so far, so it's quite a surprise to leamn this
album was recorded in Seplember’G4

We have here some typicd death metal in mid tempo speeds as Brits like,
with slight uptempo extracts and much more of slow tortures, Cuz this style is
surely wide-spread, NIGHTMARE VISIONS don't bring anything exdusive. They
remind a bit oid PARADISE LOST and otherwise some rawness of
HYBERNOID appears here and there. Especidly Andy's voice is similar, thaugh

it's quite standard. No doubt about "Twisted and Deranged” being the best
tune, maybe due to that energy or good rifte. As well the use of French in "Les
Reves du Sang" must receive some compliments not only from my side, but
dso from French speaking deadheads! Do Englishmen began to respect
Frenchmen at tast?! Unbelievable.

| can recommend the album for die hard deathers, and only for those whe
like British styie of thing. Not the main HNF bestsefier.

NIHILI LOCUS

“.Ad nitilum recidunt omnia*

BOUNDLESS

Prosaic one track MED-fromTorino, which is real hot European city, but stil
Tas some oold minded guys 1o express such monumental art forms, Cuite a
surprise”10 hear them: so drastically origingl, even combining your 90-ies
metal.genres at their darkest. Doom, death and black metat unile in one, and
it's like*another chapter of cneness: one blend of three sivies like one track of
three separate compositions.

NIHILE LOCUS have ideas to-sound attractive: first of ali with doomy guitar
arangements, useful synth-ines, and, according to music, variaion between
growls and screams. They don't eam on different efiects, but short female
vecals:in finat bm part of "Memoriam Texere" impress. Otherwise: this music
wotld do as well ok being dassical line up folded, and it's an obvicus plus &
congratutation for guys!

I'm sure these telians will make quite a few surprses further on, and
especialy. pointing that dark metal styles can be united, extended, at last
raised up onto the art of godly blaze. !+ wbe NIHILI LOCUS will try new forms
of it: bt it must remain wonderfull Obtain this MCD quickly! Price is $11.

NORTH

*Thaens On The Black Rose”

ASTRAL WINGS

Can't say that NORTH is just another Polish horde, hut definitely not anything
to'seream in excitement. The productiortsound and compositions itselves are
in a tradiional Norwegian vein. Yot may.igniore. this saying it's pretty Polish.
but actually facal black-outfits have quite-less to do with original cwn style.
NORTH is of cirse much more close 1o GRAVELAND and BEHEMOTH than
fel's say IMMORTAL or DARKTHRONE, The latter mentioned heroes at least
combine thick production with their own’ideas, antt add good musicianship,
more various speedsfideas. Polish frozen souls do everything with much less
variation, originality; and surely worse preduction (though it's not their fauit
1o have worse studios).

What stil saves them.are some catchy riffs in severai tracks, which fascinaie
as if you'd-have a deal with the biggest names of the suene. One of two cool
riffs make the whote track sotind more catchy and some line appears among
separate tracks. | mean 'The Heretic Kingdom" firat of all, and also "As
Hermits retum”, Also-"December Thougtits* can be added - il's a rack with a
calmer mood. Only this kind of individuality ean make NORTH worther! Try
that way, lads.

Black metal maniacs, vou'l erjoy this for sure. CD costs $18, cassette - $7.

NYCTOPHOBIC

“War Criming-Views"

MORBID

If vou-expected something different from the past releases of this German
grindeath ‘union, you were prebably kidding. This-kind of music can't change,
it just-can-be a bit improved, or made worse.

Indeed NYCTOPHOBIC have had quite-a few refeases previously, insluding a
7'EP on MMI:Records and another epee - split with AGATHOCLES.
Interesting that NYCTOPHOBIC play “Theatrin Symbolisaion OFf Lite" over
here, too. Styles of both bands are pretty simiar fin general grindeath ouffits
dont:differ- each-from other. that: much). German four piece do 1t pretty
technically, much better than many other loosers

What about 18 -compositions, they are all like ong. except the infro: - slow
guitar doom, like trinders use 1o play on intros, and the finishing track, which
is a TV excerpt only Many intros from political speeches & TV filing are used.
but that's usual for grindcore. What about vocalists, the main.one irritates from ~
the second part of CD.

The ‘debut O of NYCTOPHOBIC wilt gain the praise from grind fens,
especialy thase liking AGATHOCLES.

OBSCENITY

“The 3rd. Chapter'

MORBID

Actually REPULSE ain't the: only lbel to produre old wave death metal, or at
least this German four- plece is anather band o the pack of Spanish label's
comrades. Aherm, | mean that OBSCENITY is a cool dm outlit and one hell
knows why they having arsady two - bums out still haven't been knowvn in
wider circles. 'm sure such the class is wrth ¢f a higher deat (of curse if it'ss
possible 1o find a decent meaner 5 Well, MORBID realty
seem to rise up OBSCENITY's ections, cuz 10 tracks kick thy ass.

Pure 90-ies death metd, fast/mid tempoed, groais fike ALTAR's, speedy
quicks fike DEICIDE's, mid tempo graoves like DEATH's or.something else's of
NY/L scenes of 1890-1992. And some Dutch influences ('False" era
GOREFEST, GOD DETHRONED | quess?), toc. You'l find a subfle yet firm
melodious interchange here and there, two vocals change, so whal else s
necessary for a thickly preduced dm platter? Nothing indeedy.

i two first OBSCENITY albums were like this they'd aiready been on the top.
Mereaver it was done 3-4 yrs ago. But now it impresses me either

OFFENGSE

“Aside" (adv)

ABSTRACT EMOTIONS

A boring release from Spair. OFFENSE follow the path of once popular sic
tempe death metd, | ironically can't name it as doom/death as there's amply
too much of deep grunt and crunchy guitars. As well doom was meant to be
not so downiuned. Though "Aside” ant that one dimensional eftert, guys fry
to involve some depressively melancholic lines in their my Frobabty it
works better than those grey compositions with nc identity. "Shining Dawn®
must be quite interesting track on that peint.

But clear is tnat OFFENSE should work on their ideas really harder next time,
especialy if they have some wish to rid off typical riffing and to find their var
goal of writing such a music. It's fucking ditficult to be noticed with the most
of "Aside" tunes, hut time will tell if OH EMSE use thelr potential laid in deeper
oomers of the album. You van chieck it for 17 USD fom ABSTRACT
EMOTIONS.




alburrrggh

OPETH

"Orchid"

CANDLELIGHT

Swedes have wiped many artists’ eyes, who tried io create something nicely
aanged, gothic, melancholic and classical, but still with metal axis. They have
shoot info the centre from the first try - you know how "Crchid" was popufar
in the old continent? And if there is someone who doesn't tike this, well then
ne might be “true" blacker or he/mosh kid. Away all these thoughts, as
JPETH music must invoke the brightest views. Not because it's so joyful
music, but becelise it adds many of optimistic emotions - the mood gets
nspiration istening -fo that calmness of metal... Sounds bizarre You'd better
Jsten how quys combine harsh soreams; bim -velogity,: gothic- bestity and
majestic classical arangements!!

Having such a:metre as Mikag! behind the mic, it's possible to: overrun even
such fellas as Dan Swano! Musically 1o overmur ever KATATONIA and a bunch
Jf failed bm cappets, which ried to-be-dark-but melancholic: Just a sweetest
Sandy into your lips if we speak about composing art:laid down here:

Again: don't:expect here any poppy. metal; bt réal heavy music which is
Franged with: thought, diving -ideas-and -perfect.. combination. of- madern
Teans. Simply.a must, and maybe "the bigger must than most of black/death
Tusts" featurgd in this issue.

OPETH

"Marningrise”

CANDLELIGHT

Gargh! Mikael must be very upset-as it actually lasts for one:second too
much - 660711 And tat's the only (the mast_ slightest magiriable). miror
point ahout:this debut album's-follower! Qbviocusly OPETH s a. very. thirsty
=rmation to-write. ang arrange the sophomore atbum of such’effectful music
‘0 so short time. Less than year-went by. since:"Drehid”,. and:next five locoong.
~ompositions.are here! You see. how much.I'm-exdited. as every thought is
=nded with an-exclamatory merk!!

e respacts their professionality, but again - wonderfully performed material
<t amazing rhythm section (bass guitar of Johan now sounds.firmly. 2s.he
ome.own Tines here and there), electric and acoustic quitar variatien and
2 thar earlier of singing vocals: plus calm. unplugged -breaks.. Right- is
“ANDLELIGHT toss Lee saving. you can't .get all about OPETH from two
mingtes listen - take it as.-a whole! Then you'l feel. all-the majesty:. ff's.not
~epessary to divide abum into particular tunes -+t could-do as one long track
sstead. No wonder ihat. sorigs last for 15, 20 mintites..

1 still haven't mentioned mournful artwork inside the €0 and beautiful picture
=i the frontcover. |t reflects whiat's inside, in hell made child... To end the fame
2oy of OPETH - tyrical dimensiornt impresses no fess. And maybe enough to
3et them-that huge attertion?

OPHTHALAMIA

“fia Dolorosa"

NTGARDE MUSIC

sphomiore output from the-gothic/black/doom pioneers, with more
wrin onehour of pitty ebscure music.and no less of majestic esoteric ivricst |
st mention the caver ariwork and cther layout gems, as they are excelient!
tuff you've probably-heard on “A Journey-in Darkness”, debut album of
dich precursors, is alviost repeated-on this platter: as always carefl and
with & neal.story in every track. The stuff fs composed very masterly,
30 it makes a nice impression - the feel of finished story.

cally some heavy/rock -ideas are brought fogethier 1o make it more
| guess, or at least to sound with a hint of SABBATH attitude. Just fisten
ight's (aka Emil Nodtveidt, also plays in SWORDMASTER) bass lines... By
way, he iz a new addiion 1o the pack, -as wel as Legion with his
sessively-poweriul screams. Notice that Emil's trother Jon (Shadow) from
CTION did the vocals on "A Journey..” album.

is album should-have been shorter, vet two. bonus songs are featured, and
e of them is mighty "Deathcrush” cover! A crushing tribute to sum this long
ey, even it's notanything MAYHEM alike. Fithy album!

OPPRESSOR

‘European Oppression Live + As Blood Fows"

NESALITHIC

U's the band's secend CD, though nat a sophomore effort:to highly

aimed. "Solstice Of Oppression” (unfortunately, [ had no chiance 10 listen fo

= deblt). .As the fitle suggests, CD - contains some: five:imateriat from™a
ropean tour fast year and if you-don't know, "As Blood Flows" is their 93's

E= wrich was earlier released on tape; Moreover you'll find here:a cover

.zsion of MGTLEY CRUE's "Looks That Kill "{the lousiest band to cover up)

Z72 angw vergion of "Human Sacrifice” from a debut album.

thing interesting or promising - just a bunch of boring brutal death metal

5. composed without any sence or meaning. | have no interest 10

e it, you'd better listen yourselves. Though it's not the highest and/er

“rst ever made material within this genre. For maniacs only.

latter part of CD contans quite bearable sound, so live tracks are awiul

wecause the guitars are too weak & thin, and they are lost in vocal

es plus deuble bass drum gitacks,

this is cheap: $12 (USAYE14 (elsewhere), though nevertheless not

axetnof it

ORDER FROM CHAOS

And 1 Saw Eternity”

SROUND ZERO ENT.

= tarawell refiease’ by - American-deathvblack Jegend, which cortans three
released fracks and ‘93 version of "Webs Of Perdition". Actually being quite
syiterent fo their music, |just can suggest to obtan this MCD fo real fans ot
2 intamous Satan worshippers. Those new tracks are sfill in the old
wytitional vein of rough metal with Pete’s usud infernal graetings from his

.

e Stella Nova" is an ambient track with a thundering effect and some
qan invalved - the superb end of the band's activities. No way back -
ont 1o hefl, As well imperium® s quite outstanding as that's an
umental track, yet pure ORDER FROM CHAQS.

can get it for $12 from the label, which has some shirts with MCD
r printed - they go for $20. Anyway, Pete Helmkamp has already formed
ner obecwe project.. ANGEL CORPSE! Debut abum is out now on
ADSE! Though Matt from GROUND ZERO claims a new project of Pete is
~amed VULPECULA, and this label's gomna spew out debut MCD. So, expect
>ne or two new bands!

ORPHANED LAND
"Bl Norra Alla”

HOLY

This is the band's sophomare output on mighty HOLY Records, and Israefian
visionaries haven't disappainted for the next time. Myself was fascinated
pretty much of "Sahara”, so this should have been a complete successor if I'd
like it even more. Well, maybe "Sahara® is still better for me, but ORPHANED
LAND have absolutely not stepped aside or got worse. Just their progression
towards original point is speciel, maybe less acceptable for "everyday use"
than usual background listening - that's good indeed.

| might paint out national Israelian music influences on their sound, which
aren't that much of an interest to a particular metal lover. | mean they are very
stable, just severd tracks with vocals + oriental instruments, which sound
curiously to European;let's say: Ever-fatherof Yossi (g) takes presence with
vecalising.

Well, that's a-minerity in any.case-as it's still- metal fike we know it (rom
"Sahara” 100). Great oriental turefliness in both vorat parties and.guitarring,
imvoking o adventurous experience, some grogves here and there. What &
hell. else?? - SABBATHesque-thythm: in some.places. (especially in. Fiawdess
Befief!) - just that known bass/drums conseguence!

Obtain this music not just because it's almost 70 minutes long disc,-but-due
to:that.ortental excelience,

PAGAN RITES

"Pagan Rites"

WARMASTER

Ohuno, this is-not a.retuming album of infamous Swedish pagan warriors,. as
they. seemfo-split.upionce and for ages-. that happened in 1994, if-we want
t0-be exact: For-older. metdl follower this‘command must be kntwn due to
their extreme. produictivity in 3 vear career, and memorable music left.

It's. entirely-collected on”this compilation “album, congisting of their main
recordings’ "Pagan Rites" demo'32 {some time reviewed.in.“Brainstorm” #2),
'Pagan Metd” demo'93, "Hal Victory!" 7"ER'94 jand said to be specially
recordet] 4 new tracks, bit that must be any.promo material never released
before,

Vo still hears PAGAN RITES name for the fiest time - they, played. a neat
mixture-of mid tempo heavy metdl and-old wave- black:metdl, )t was prétty
original. mix, with sometimes. screamy, sofmetimes operetic. vatals of Tomas,
very simple riffs and rhythmica section. Anyway, some tunes-like "Domain of
The Frozen Sauls", *Pagan Rites” had a dramatic character =that's what vou
expectdrom intelligent satanic:rockersi! Available at-our address-for 60 Lt/16
buxx - the edition i limited!! "Blood of My Enemies” cover including! And the
classic "Unholy Ancient War'!

PAN-THY-MCONIUM

“Oream II'

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

Abit d rerelease of PAN-THY-MONIUM's classic demo tape - it was done
in eardy 1985, but you'd betler.notice that recordings were done in 199211
Anyway tharx 1o AVANTGARDE:for showing the mentioned first steps of one
of the most. original death metdl bands for the worid - not everyone had a
chance 10 obtain their demo, not'averyone supposed PAN-THY-MONIUM to
grow into that.avantgardistic archestra ofesoteric hymns,

Right, on this:recording the- music is stit not that refined as-on""Khaoes”: or
last album, but easily recognizable, bringing. in. memory '92-93, arghty,.
Brutdl, grinding, but showlrig the ways for dwelling - who. could experiment
that flyingly back then Not much of artists; exploring britel stylings of metal;
If- PAN-THY-MONIUM had -a”baritone $ax back. then, this MCD -would: have
been released. much earlier | guess; or-would. have been included on that
debut platter

One bonus tuné "Woiiccheeces”, recorded in 1994, but it's just-85 seconds
of keyboard music and {what else?) clock ticking, Add this MCD to your death
metal classics collection - thisis my ordert

PAN-THY-MONIUM

"Khanoohs & Kon-Fus-lon”

RELAPSE

Hard to believe it's & swan(g) stng of the most:avantgardistic death/grind
outfit, the purest form-of experimenting entity with-great mésters;: moreover
the real story of PAN-THY-MONIUM is revealed... fumours were very popular
in the scene during-dl these 6 years, and probably many know that Dan and
Benny of EDGE OF, SANITY were-the masterminds wearing Day Disyrash
(bass) and Winter (drums) pseudonyris, But who has everthought it aiso wais
featuring Robert Kadsson/Derelict {vocals) of exSCYPOZOA..and. Dan's
brother Dag Swano/Aag (saxophone, lead quitar) 71" Unfortunately, - the
mystery had its end, and these pseudonyms now seem as a nice game...
Totally the opposite miust be-stated on this last piece of PAN-THY-
MONIUM's art, as it featufes. some best music written by psychos! Two
profonged  compositions "The Batfle of Geeheeb' and "Thee-Pherent"
include the famous dvanigardistic themes, mindless grind/death, deep growis,
helish screams,  drunk saxo sound, and melodies of heaven! Yes, melodies
are the most encouraging on there, and the combination with nolse anarchy
sounds are effective, "Behrial" is iike:a franscending composition 1o reality, the
relum from the::Raagoonshinmaall world, with keyboard-laden count of
iminutes and“seconds. And “in Remembrance" with one minute of silence
ends noet only-this.classic album, but the eternity. of PAN-THY-MONIUM, Is it
real possibie; ha?!

PARADIGMA

“Mare Veris*

HEAD NOT FOUNDA/GICES OF WONDER

One more wonderful outfit from Norway!! PARADIGMA were in the' scene
earlier with demo releases, ‘bitonly this debut album happened to become a
real brezkthrough for them. Simply because the music is great, splendid in it's
natural running form. No forceful elements, no fake cliches, but a stunning
atmospheric tradition and metl approach.

That's why to name PARADIGMA style ain't that easy as far as they remain
foyal to the feefings laid in this work, full of art in a straight form. Besides the
music, some human feelings mixed with nature monumentalism are in the
lyrics, mainly written by Tom. They remind me a classic poetry with two lines
of the action, one being of nature, another - of human.

Musically wise the most outstanding are melancholic melodies and supreme
quitar chords, sometimes slightly taking any avantgardistic direction, but stil
remaining calchy. Also three types of vocalising are more than refreshing:
silvery soprano of Zifa, dark grunt of Tom and male tenor of Tom Erik. They
change each other with such a gap that you can just want more and more. Of
nurse, Zilla is the best - how wonderful she sounds with a whidwind rhythm in
“Best Regards"l Or monumental *Come Winter” - | bet this cute girl wil shine
as bright as Karilt

Already a new MCD "Skadi" is out by now (costs $18), se hurry up to teke it

fogether with "Mare Veris (costs $22) from the band address!
PARNASSUS

"In Doloriam Gloria" i ’a

SECULA DELENDA/COLD MEAT INDUSTRY .

A new label in ranks {wefl, actually the ressurection of former INFORTUNIUM
Records), and its first release - for true black metal kovers. Eight tracks just in
the face with decent tempos, technics and melodies - simply the mayhem of
medieval symphony!

So, who is responsible for al this, you might ask? No other than F.
Soderland. Stifl have some questions?! Actually PARNASSUS could easily be
a continuation of OCTINOMOS, as the main musical idea is totally the same.
Probably the name hiag Something to-do with non musical matte:,

My.-problem  with .- OCTINOMOS..was-.that | extremely “liked - those
compasitions. but due to their repetitiveniess | was bored extremaly quickly...
Indeed PARNASSUS seems miore’ matured-at this point, and | really dig it, but
who knows what T-will say one: month later? To-say the truth, it's the problem
of some other Swedish teams as well.

Not a bad try, especially counting*the varioys. moods within the album,.and
notoricus composer gets some:response he deserves, but 1'm sure his-best
work (project?) still furks:in the shadows...

By the way, check out that odd production; which seems quite bad & softy
o times, yet is, obviously special, not typical fox the style.

PAVOR

"A Pale:Debilitating Autirmn’

IMPERATOR MUSIC

if someone asked me-what Hits ears on-this album, - I'dsay the excellent
musicianship. Right, dedth metat of PAVOR is very.strong, one huge kick in
the head, yet it's still traditiona music; 1'the style of 1991-1992, Moreover -
that's the goal of German-five piece act, they wish to have death metal kids
amaeng the-fisteners, not anyone else!

So they've got a right stutf 1o show - devastating,. energatic and extremély
catchy. Surprisingly PAVOR aren't that extreme or brutal, but :intefligent
technical compositions saund firmiy:” purely. making & view of a solid heavy
weighted death metal band.

Ahout musicianship:.- it's brilliantly pofished.- For those:who-wish to" play
technodeath and stil lack some technics there's no way butat first 10 listen to
PAVOR. Especially Michael (dn) and Rainer (o) stand out off the pack, making
a rhythm secfion one immense machine, which works as a German
punctuality. Add several outstanding bass solos, by: the way! PAVOR can be
compared -only to DEATH by this goint; vet the latter have: more refreshing
musicat ideas.

Anyway, one of-the: betier death -metal works: recently, absolutely worth of
attention. Obtain this-dburm for $22.

PAZUZU

“And all was Silent..."

HEAD. NOT FOUNDAYOICES OF WONRER :

Gosh... What is the*timg that 'm reviewing this masterpiece” it's released
ages ago, but shines as coldly as the full meonin a stormy winter might... And
why Pazuzu speaks that this debut is pretty. messy, primitive and simple? |
can't understand: Ok, maybe there aren’t much of technological tricks that
CMI bands ‘now dispase, and, probably PAZUZU will use later on, but music
charms with its-genuine attraction, simplicity! Variation among these 14
funes,“calmness and hot minutes go-.one - after other.. Dramatism is the
Keyword 10;surpass this attractive charm, Used effects are 100% in place,
surrodngding the dark waves in the silence of magic,

PAZUZJ wouldn't be so spontaneously expressive if they used many tricks,
effects, samples. This project for me'is like A reflection of human sinister part
- in most fracks (though not in."The Churning Seas Of Absu?. or tifle track).
Like you fisten and see the-sodrces -of human origin with all the: darkness
around this sacred thing. Soundtrack not for the resting sleep, but for stepping
down o naturdl birttr of universal powers...

Must el this'was a pusting. album leading me fo the magical wofld of dark
wave/sympho music...

PENITENT

"Melancholia”

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

Some: musical flustration to Marquis de Sade perversions and desires... Do
you know what Kind of music? Symphenict! ‘Yeah, it's a XXth certury
symphony, performed by modem synthetic means, | can't imagine how
wonderful it would be performed by classical means!!! That's my wish to both
creators - Beastus Rex and Azgoth. Brothers, try to get a chance to reach
naturd instruments and the fame for you is quaranted!

Thus faf PENITENT create very dark tales, ambientally Iuling all around this
epic creation. Stings, pianos, background tone, every now and then
aopearing drum thythm giving that solemnity.. Vocals of Beestus are
preachingly cdm, tempered, deep, as if he says these words from some
esoteric place - like-teaching the listener his triiths:"Happiness does not exist.
Only the beauty of pain”, Especially great-are "The Dans.Of Demons®, "The
Undertaker" and "Possessive Thought!!

i ancient symphonies were romantizally fight in” most ceses, 50 this
symphory is romantically dark. - and that's for the best of musuc's sake. One
of the most recommended. CMI bands, 2nd a very serpus candidate to
feature in "Ledo Takas" #6: Price - like othe: CMIstuff,

POCCOLUS

“Poccolus”

HAMMERHEART/DANGUS

Pleasant to seeskithuanian b hofgé.on CD; moreaverits.the first {out surely
not the last or only) one to emerge from the darkest part of metal movement
here. Surprisingly released very far away from the land of pagan frost, it
reached European shores anyway. DANGUS rereleased it in cassette format
for Baltic States (n Lithuania available for 9 Ltj.

“Poccolus” has 10 songs, an hour fong album - all tracks were written in
199215994, before the "Promo'34" was even thought over. The music is
different from that - faster, more black metal oriented, and more trendy, If
promo had very slow, even ambient dozed ideas, then this album gathers
quite typical for this styte riffs & rhythms. Guess what, after 4-5 songs it
starts 1o repeat itself on and on, and Scandinavian influences even levels
POCCOLUS with many of others.

Indead severd gems in quitar or keyboard lines appear, and | mean the
ending part of "Ugnis kyla virs Azuolu", the beginning of "Begeyte Pecalie”,
the thunder effect of "Rudens misko snabzdesia®, dd bm styling in "Jie
aeis..” All'in all, almost every track has something exceptional, but on the
cther hard - [ don't hear any track completely own or done til the end. But



naglfar

Since this band belengs to the elite of new wave death metal from
Gotheborg, | quess there's no need to present their music - it simply
rules. I'd better tell that Ancreas, wha handles guitar in the band:is
such intelfigent anc! simple guy as you and me, so 1o read below
written chat is more than a pleasure. Be suré, that he claimed 1t lo
be one of the betler interviews he's gotten so far. This man should
s have a chue how the intsrview have 10-be fike as hg’s working on
fis own magazine 'In The Caves” - if you gel a charce fo check it
aut - do it as possibly soon. Andreas must have. really hice ideas,
sice his work in NAGLFAR is awesome and Hght: Back-to the band
- if yous like Swedlish bombastic metar makers, you'll ke NAFLFAR as
well. My recommendationt

-Hail Andreas. It's quite a while after your album's release, right? You-till
consider it os the mast perfect. your performante to dute? There aie no
things you'd like to change? Why affer o while musicians realize they could
do it rather better or in other woy? You shouldn't be hesitating while you're
a musician!

-Hall Tadas. Yeah, it's besn out fora while now. It was-released in
Qct/Nov'05. | think we've developed our playing skils a'bit“since
then so it's not the perfect pertormance. T am very satistied with the
result though, The only thing 1'd like to alter is the intro, which 1.don't
fingt to be powerful and evil encugh, but | quess you're never 100%
satisfied or what do you thirk?

-Ifs a question of progress and improvement, sa that's goad ta find out
those mistakes. Better saoner than later There wese some talks about your
new songs put on MCD. [s thet idea still working? Maybe you've already
done that recording?

“We're in the progress of writing the material for the min-CD, which
will be released on WRONG AGAIN Iater this year. The planned title is
"De Profundis Clamaw - Kings Of The Profane”, and it wil contain 4
UW and hopefully & cover, [t will he recorded in our hometown this
time instead of the "Abyss” Sludic, which we used on ™ittia" The
reason for this is because of that we haven't got a permanent
drummar now, and the session druminer hates to travel

-Huh, shitty reason, but if he's only session... no wonder. In any case it
seems like you're following in IN FLAMES footsteps? You would like to get o
helluva attention with that new extend ond fo attract some bigger lobels
attention? | suppose in that way, considering even befter songwiiting &
ideas of the band (I'm sute of that!) at the mement.

Wa're not trying to follow in the footsteps of IN FLAMES atall In
my opirion they sort of left the death metal thing behind more and
mare, and entered the dominions of heavy melal. That i5 & thing
avoid, developing our style to the miore cxtreme. | mean IN
are coel, but that's not haw we want to sound, m!
arrot 8y the way, if youdidn't know, IN FLAMES ¢
signed to NUCLEAR BLAST Rac. A leant that's:what I've heard,
~Yep, it's not any seciet while | rewsite.this.inferview, cz same time has
passed and IN FLAMES are:out with-a new record. Damn sure, you don't
play in their manner, yet | haven't said:that!! Your way of releases are the
same - first album;-then 8CD .. So, tell ‘briefiy whot the differences are
between "Vittra" and new songs! There shouldn't be much of innovations,
should there?

-The new matorial i5 more aggressive and - scriowflled than ever
Just wait and see. The mini-Cl will crush "Vittra".

-By the way, ‘what do you think on your label mates? They ure ol of the
same style you're dealing with - is that a shortcoming or more like @ merit?
On the other hand; don't you think Wez managed to get almost all the best
Swedish melodic death bands (except one.. - do you know whom |
mean?)?

-f like everything Wez and Per has released: thus far, bul' I can't
agres with you that it'sall in the same style-1 mean since IN
FLAMES teft the label there's only us ‘and CARDINAL SIN, who |

might add are fucking godly, that are info this style of music. | think
Wez ard Per have done a great job finding criginal and good bands
that have something to offer. | suppose you're refering to
DISSECTION when your're speaking of the one band they imissed?

Nolll it was DARK TRANGUILLITY in my mind. Well, you never count all
of them - DISSECTION so demn ulel! Noh, I'd better torment you with
some dliches/names/labels things. Do you consider NAGLFAR o5 ¢ pure
melodic death metal band? For me it's difficult to define that line between
mefodic desth and black metat, espedally these days! Some your fiffs are
real blacky, pal!

-Yes NAGLFAR.is.a pure death metal bend with lots of meladies
There're.many pedple-who label us as-a black: metal band, but §
can't-label ourseives as that, because of my total worship to this
music form. To me:black metal has to be satanic, and as you've
neticed our lyrics are not so. Al the members aren't into satanism
either,s0 we'd be hypocrites if we labeled us as black matal. Catch
my drift? Of course we, O at least | are heaviy influenced by black
metal, so it's unavoidabls to not have some iffs sounding like it

-Using mythological things in your monicker you might also be considered
as black- metal. Could you say you're inspired by Scandinavian myths &
cufture?-Whiat about thase who claim black metal is "responsible” about
ancier* believes & image? Do you know German blackers NAGELFAR?

I don't believe we're inspied of the lores and myths of
Scaridinavia, but definitely fascinated. I'm proud to belong to people
who fought fiercely when the chiistians tried to convert them. 5o
there is a band from Germany that's called NAGLFAR?

-No, NAGELFAR exactly!

-Hinow there's a Norwegion band called NAGLFAR too. | don't
really care about these people, but | think they should chanoe
pand names, because we are hare 10 stay. And we will NOT cliange
aur name. Hmgfl!

-As | understand from your lyrics Vittra is the goddess of the forest? Could
you comment a bit why you have chosen it to represent your album? s that
front pictute just mean it's her depicted, or it has some deeper meaning?

-Ldon't know why we decided to call e album "Vittrs", Thare's no
decper meaning behind it We just theught that it was a goed title of
a CD. Ve, the album cover is suppesed to portray Vittra, According
to legends, she was = creature of the forest, who kred:men into her
embrace to possess their sauls. She's oneevil bitch el you

~Going thru your lyrics | was rather surprised.to realize you use much more
of your awn inner resouces than mythic wisdom... It has something fo do
with your feelings? Feelings towards... love? Someone said: "All the poetry
& lyrics ore dealing with fove without any exceptions”. Would you argue?

-What the fuck? The lyrics are NOT about love! Not the pathetic
kind of "love™ that comman mortais express: anyway. I can only
speak for the yrics | chte but this is howi Tinterpret them: "As The
Twiight. " is ahom UG Tne Midnight Spheres™ is about
i it ) "l about unleashing the
dark powers in mr\ far to reach etemal -night, and finally "Exated
Ahtve Thiones" which portrays @ martal's ssion Dy a female
vampire. So the onfy “love" you find is desire and obsession. | do not
faok upan leve s others might do
-Neither do |, What about your fovely drummer problem - have you found

hair

any? Were you satisfied with your eadier sticker's work & ideas? What wos

it like to team up with drum machine? | hate it reqllyt!

-No we haven't found & perinanent crummer as earlier merticned,
hutwe'll try one out atter we've finished the wark with the mini CD.
We were very salisfied with Mathias, since we. found him to be a
very promising.crummer. [t was a total disaster when ha'left, and we
were pissed off at him for manths. But naw there's no hard feslings,
at least not from our side. He's playingin-a band called EMBRACING
SHADOWS for somethng fike thatl.and’ they've :sigriec with {he
German labe! INVASION. -| wish them:good luck We'll nsver use a

drum maciwie sgan, that's far sure A least rot with arything
official. It's impersena’, and impossitie o et the tight dmcspherg
w1th amaching. fomake it shart: | hate e toal

-Tiwe, huh. All your songs evei wiitten since the very beginning are
induded in the debut album. | suppose the band must be really tucky due
1o thet foct. Maybe it alse means you aiways were wiifing cool funes, kinda
had potential since the very stort?

-The demo tracks aren'l the fist ones wo made. W
wth our music unlil the recording of . Therefor
we decided that the dema trax wonld guality the standard on the
CD. They are trax we're proud of, and we didnt feel fie leaving
{herm betird,

-When and why Morgan decided fo cut his long hair? How do athers feel
about if? Don't you consider it as a disaster for metal heads’ image? The
old spirit is going out with every hair-cutll

-He cut his har a long time ago, since Fe'c strting w© oot bald
{hahal tragic loser!) Ho caved his hair in t k. of his iiead, since
hie dic't want to let go off his hair, It was dong with lots of dislike,
om his and the rect of us, but it started o ok kind of
think. The old spit Is gone, but not b 3 sIc, it
that's the most impor tant Hing,

-You have some reason, Andrsas! Maybe you're going fo get a keyboord
player sooner or later? Is that instument really necessary for NAGLFAR,
while your guitar riffs give ol ready much of ambience to the overall sound?

-No | don't think we'll ever get a keyhoard playar We're pianning
to stop using the keyboards cf~ the mini'CD, since 'we think ve”
can get the right atmosphere withont them,

-How have you come up to get Peter for backing vocals? It's kinda hiendy
nowadays to have someone ‘more known® appearing-on? Whot about
HYPOCRISY (older and newer) and THE ABYSS music?

-Yes, we knew it was txewiy‘ but who gwes a shit? We wanted
some brutal-backing vocais, and we knaw that Pater had a coc!
voice. | st say that |am not so impressed with HYPOCRISY '
previous releases, but the new CD "Abducted" kils! | like THE
ABYSS in-medium reses, but't can't listen o it through the whole
record. It gets a it boiing after a whiie

-Do you perform live @ fot? Managed to get any tour or just some “higger™
shows uround?

No, we

didn't feel

{ played five that much. Orly four giog, tvur th
wers cool excep for the last one. which m
scund, and autience. We were otieren
but.due 1o the iact that Marhias just left the
we had to decing, which was 2 ity sirce we raxlly wa
and play.

~Your image with ol those nailfilled armbands, cartridge belts isn't any
new, but quite convincing... What does it mean for you personally? The
topic should be about the sume old heavy metal spirif?
- dan'treally sge it as e image. Ok, maybe we don't waik arouned

i ! peazie staring too mmch, and

o tam ok el o ca 1S e
t

ite feel comtoriabie

it to get oul

ol styie, whrt
wilh, Hail the hands f he eigrbies!

-How will your music change with years? You can be suie you'l keep it
that somowful and energetic?

i

Hopcfully faster and more scinbhie wilh ¢ 3 Wife wont
wimp: mut \‘ e style would cnange, then oo e name wit change,
Andin that cace 1 guit
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vis. Andreas Nilsson - &
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sanguinary

New name in a neverending ocean of Swedish death metal -
SANGUINARY! | mean this. four piece should get much more
atiention due to great sticky brand of kiling death melal. Guys
released the only demo so far, simply titled "Demo 1, but it
deserves some highest response and | dare to say - labeks
interest Yep, If it were 1992 SANGUINARY would have been
already signed. Thus far Leini (g/voc), Danne (g), Raimo {di)
ang L-F (b} have juicy four track tape with thick but melodic
heavy compositions, which by the way were recorded in
“Unisound” and procuiced with top notch equipment. I've got a
chance to interview Matias Leinikka {aka Lelnj,who had some
thorough thoughts to disclose for you...

-How do you feel being the band which takes care on the music
being very famous some 5 years ago? Is it easy to ignore all the crap
around about your music's outdatedness and unoriginality?

We feel good aboul it, our music is based pretty much on
the "old and true” death metal but we've added some melodic
and heavy influences to it coz we don’t want our music to be
called "ot death, sounds like any other band from late

© 80's/early 90's". You just cant say that our music sounds:
ouldated, but you can instead say that it has an old feeling,
neople usually say that. No, it's not easy to ignore all crap
which comes aut to the stores. We have lots of death metal
bands (even more black bands, | think) bul at least 70% of
those new releases {mostly rehearsal tapes) suck a lof cause of
untightniess and sucky sound quality, unoriginat music with
pretty good riffs but put badly together elc. Many bandz go to
a sludio o record something too early, maybe sign to 4 labe!
pefore they're ready 1o fulllil the deal so they make lots of
songs fast and the record comes out as  fajure. When many
labels want to sign the band and the promoting has done
pretty well you should prepare the band for a deal, not earlier
but later it you bave some doubts.

-Do you consider SANGUINARY tracks as purely originat? If not, whot
is the aim fo play the stuff just repeating anyone? Maybe it's your
kinda posifion fowards "dead Swedish death"?

1 consider it prelty original but not purely original, | mean,
we'te not just repeating other bands but we haven't made a
new death metal style elther. We have a bit of hea\fy mrsta
feefing in our music which is not & new and original style b t
veing that influence 1o death metal songs makes it original,
think, Cur music &= gelting heavier and "more heavy mdai“
after each song, our new songs are a lot heavier and a Iot more
ariginal, alzo with & big heavy metal style in the death music so
1 getting damn onginal, | think. Like | said. our mugic s nol

dead death metal", just filed with an ol death metal fealing
whichis a big difference.

-listening fo your demo I've noficed thot EDGE OF SANITY and
GRAVE must be your main inspirators, aren't they? By the way, what
do you think on the latest albums by both bands?

-No, EOS and GRAVE does not inspire us a bit, they're both

=g bands with a prelty original style but we don't sound ke

e at dH aven if their music is good as far as I'm considered.

sf ahum “Hating Life" is pretly good but all the
onge sound foo much like any other song on the album and
205 latest =0 called "ong song abum” sucks a lot coz there's
much acoustic parts, oo siow music etc. | reaty wonder
+nat happened 1o the band after their greal "Purgatory
Atarglow! album, i was good.

-Hm, check out both reviews fo know my opinion... Even your demo
is only the first product it shows great skills & coof performance. Can
you tell briefly what earlier bands you were experiencing, or it was
just o natural learning within SANGUINARY frames?

SANGUINARY was formed when the band where Raimo did
te wocals and | opayed dums spil up, we “changed
~struments” which wag a pretty natural thing to do. We were
~niy Raimo {drims) and me (guitar/vocals) in the l)@qmw*q out
Zanne (quitar) joined the band pretty fast and L-t became &
T:2mber a bit later, both of them new and withaut experience
2f piaying in a band.

-So, what were the general readtions fowards your demo? Do you
consider it 05 @ success? Maybe some fabels have taken ¢ serious care

on you lads? Or you think it's too early to think about this?

- think it has done well, the music speaks for tseif co all we
1 is to promote the band s¢ SANGUINARY will be a well
own name, u know. There has been almozt no complaints at
3+ ¢0 I'm really satished with our work, people have catled to &
=y radiostatore cutside  Furope  screaming  for more

SANGUINARY, interviews and compilafions has been coming
and going =0... A fow labels have shown wnterest too but nothing
= signed yet but we'll might release: ot demo an €D {which
means mueh better sound quaily) while Ramo s in the army
but ite et just a plan, bul who knows what we'll do when he
comes out {(September this yeaid.

-You've mentioned sound quality, | guess you didn’t miss choosing
"Unisound" Studias? Was it your thoughtful choice or you just picked
"Unisound" due fo its name? Are you glad how Dan mixed things
down?

-Yeah, Dan made
work with, he gave id
but of course, that

great work and was an easy person 1o
and a sound that we are salisfied with
hie job... We're less satisfied with the

preszing service, we payed more han 7000 SEK {that's more
than 1000%) and they left two spelling mistakes (one on
"Insensitive Mind" and one.on my last name), gave us one
wrong lape and made a new master from {he original DAT tape
without fetting us know about it, we'll never go there again.

Somehow | wonder why the inloy doesn't include the Iyrics - it
would fit the cover concept cool... Don't you think so? Or probably
Iyrical side is that much personal? | bet your lyrics have less to do with
death type of texture than your average death metal band?

-Easy, we simply didn't afford fo print lyrice, it would have
costed ug af teast 150 § extra and we just didn't have the
money at the time. No, our fyics aren't that persondl, | don't
give a fuck if someone readz them. | usually write about lies, -
faleness, religion and betrayal written in a very bloody and
occult way, but other kind of lyrice can be written too.

-Away from that, you've mentioned you're Finnish. What about
others? Don't you mind to keep your music a bit own, stepping from
that Swedish death metal? And how did the other band members fike
the idea about Finnish cover art?

Yes, Raimo, L-E and | are Finnish guys and Danne is Swedich
and... well..... his father is Finnish but Danne can't speak the nice
language. We consider our music to be in the veing of Hnland
and 1 think that the cover art was a coal thing to do, it iooks
nice doesn’t it?

Yep, it does! Though next thing | want to ask about your views fo
black metal From your letter I've made a conclusion you don't like it
Where does this intolerance come from? Wouldn't you suppose there
should be more tolerance omeng various metal styles & people within
the scene?

-Personally 'm not & big fan of the black metal music, there i
a faw good hands but there should be mare. What | don't fike i1
the musical way is the "MARDUK and DARKTHRONE kind" of
black metal and especialy not those who repeat them. Yes, |
think all people in the scene should act fike human beings but in
h’ﬂ(!\ metal usually only the ol folks do, but those young

e3 (12-15 years old Kids) whe think they are Satan himself
deserve a bilet in their head. | don't know anything about the
black metal underground, it might be cool. but 1 know for suie
that there's ton many unserious kids at gige. | also met thiz guy
once, he was around 14 years | guess and tried to ook evil
with e failed corpse paint so | just couldn't hold myzelf and
started to laugh at him and he gpoke 1o me just about this: 'l
have 1ead Necronomicon. 1 will cast a spell on you so vou't be
in great pain this midnight blah blah..." Well, he took hiz satanic
ass away pretly fast when he noliced that | didnt give & fusks
about his “epells",

-Listening to your tracks one may discover some slight progressive
elements in the music. | quess “Unreliable Foith" is the most recent
track on the demo, s it's more diverse than others?

-t might be a bit diffeent than the others but it's stit in the
veins of SANGUINARY, right? In fact, "Unrefiable Faith” was one
of the latest vonqs we did before we went fo "Unisound”,
"Ftemal Cry" was our second song thal the band has evel
mace and there is a big difference between thoze two songs.

-And what about new composiiions? You should have completed
some new tracks since May'95 when demo was recorded! Can you
claim those new cuts are a pure impsovement ot just @ step forword?

-Our new tunes are more onginal and more SANGUINARY.
we've spent more time o muLe the songe betler and more
nerfect so the result damn gieal 50 you
wanl to bang your b savy from the beginning
to the end.

-Just've checked out a "bees ad”, | mean your ad with “Lapin Kult"
What's the purpase of this joke (?)? Maybe that beer fs your fovourite,
or you advertise their production? Or due to it's Finnish beer?

-Aint it cooil?1? Actually we just used the picture for these
reagons: 1. There was room for a picture. 2 We had no photo of
{he band. 3.t's & greal Finnish beer.

Wish ye {oads of cans, pal. Anything you want to odd or contradict
my style of asking questions?

- iked your way of asking questions, you're a bomn editor 20 |
have o complaintz and feel honowied 1o "be a few pages” of
your zine, keep up the cood work. All you readers, send 5 USD
and the demo iz yours, cheers!

Coce dgain take a serious nofice on the progressiv
sure Leini wil ,y//fﬂ me thanx G2 a future O ke
SANGUINARY play really impressie!

I'm
b No.
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you must get this anyway, as POCCOLUS have already got some better
response than the ebove writlen,

PROSCRIPTOR

"The Venus Bellona"

CRUEL MOON/COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

Proscriptor McGovern (ABSU) s responsible for this project, released by
Swedish label's new sublabel "for dark medieval folk ambiental music”, That
says almost nothing | quass as what kind of folk might be in States?? At least
here can't be played that shite known as American country or something,
Right, Proscriplor: finds his roots somewhere in Scotland - now you see what
10 expect.

But for my odd surprise this ain't just Scofish “folkas we'kniow it -
PROSCRIPTOR ‘combing. quite a scale of sounds and.to describe thewm all
ain't that easy. Seunds sometimes strange, especially.when musical patlern is
mixed with narrative vocal actompaniriert, THis fatter is ustially bizarre -
sometimes screamy and hush, sometimes-just irftating. due to that wilching
spelis-like talks, No harmony with music “in- some-places!! “Like -4 movie
soundtrack or what? | don't know. if it solinids evit or caim, but no way joyful
Aha, all vocals (sven female sounding) are -performed by, Proscriptor! This
creator has some iceas | swear.

To accept his:profect you must fike at least some 5-8 more CM| bands, but
that's not & rule ither. Art rock/progressive/iolk/experimental. who knows
how to call it Includes-a cover of AFLOCK OF SEAGULLS - me-don't know
e, (unfortunately). Try it from DARK ART Productions ag & vyril ($22) and
CMias a CD ($20).

PUISSANCE

"Letus lead”

COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

Henry Moller and Fredrik, Soderund - retum with: ene-mare lry-out.1o-slave
your souls with this full length approach,-so. it caries much thicker and
thorough partion of this-fever, and: their statement-"let us lead” is a bt
sarastic. With such’ doze of negative’ &nd dark landscapes. covered
PUISSANCE 4re already leading many of ambient/darkwave packs. The fisterner
should rush:1o scream "let us Survive"!

The weight of orchestral attack is huge, -pressing anything on the. path,
aespecially i this path is constructed by the weak. No place for any. hypocrite
under the storm of valiant misanthropists... With the *March of the. Puissant!
it's possiblg to feel that horror laden vision of netferdwelling mystery.

To compare CD with the sécond demo, only “To Reep the bitter crops of
hate” is featurad again, and other 7 orchestral hymns are. purely new and
purely in the same pitiful vein, . disclosing the next shelves of PUISSANCE
intrigue. This time some narrative vecals make the whole much more preachy,
and some samples are still here, too.

if thou survive the day of Apocalypse, put “Let us lead” album the day after
and the pieasure will be brought to your heart... CD: $20;1P: $24.

RAGNAROK

"Nattferd"”

HEAD NOT FOUNDAOICES OF WONDER

“Nattferd" is the album, which represents a known statement "Nerwagian
black metal" purely, Mayte the most typical black release.in years, with every
neat detall, characteristic to lots ‘of northem bands. Cthers still include-some
more diverse ideas, unexpetted tums to their sound, whilz RAGNAROK are as
pure as no other bend. They don't spéed for hall's sake, don't play very slow
parls, don't have female singers or vidiins/piancs, don't step into experimental
regions, don't indlude thrash neither heavy metal eloments. They play black
metal and that's encugh. The keyboards are (successfuly) used and at least in
fthe best) "Daudens Natt™ track a fittle kind of:bizzare creativity is fell in
keyboard line - it's very. convincing!-Moreaver thig’ biend of pure style sounds
majestic, | won't overstate, Add to screamy melodies and hateful thythms
(again typical!) cover layout, good produetion - vou can easly imagine what fo
expect!

Mot much of mystery, but & very good Nerwegian black metal. Though surely
next time RAGNAROK will progress. Recommended!!!

RAISM

"The Very Best of Pain"

KRON-H/OSMOSE

Him, itisn't that Glten when-an esteblished-act changes the monicker wilkiout
any reason. Meaning DIABOLOS RISING one could wonder: what Kind of hellis
this anyway? Do they prepare any new bomb, semething really different from
the earier stuff?!

| guess this MCD'is the answer - pretty convincing ouiput of energetic and
the darkest ambler/izchne known to the scene. Hell ves, it's mixed with guitar
passages and every now and then blacky screams, Even though don't expect
another Y666", it's pretty in the vein-of the first DIABOLOS RISING album.
Cool that quys decided to concertrate on the harsh rhythms, pounding beats,
sucoessfully incorporating the detalls of synthetic technohardcore.

Some kind of funky beat and keyboard following are more than strange, but
quess what - it's the darkest funky you've ever experienced, Sounds new and
rather juicy at the same time!

Surely RAISM will try to expiore this renewed direction, moreaver that KRON-
H exactly means this harsh extremity. Move your fuckin® ass and get this five
tracker!

RASPUTINS

" Skull hurts”

BUTTAOICES OF WONDER

The biggest Norwegian/Danish distribution company took care on this young
Danish outfit, which hiad & release on their own earlier, ard that's what we have
here. Unh. it's kind of agoressive metal as they calf it. So you pretty can
expect modern alterncitive rock/metal at its trendiest. I'm glad that not much
music fike that transcends inte the pages of "Ledo Takas!, but when it happens
I'min rouble. Kids will jump again, not using their brains to see that it's low in
musical manner. Ok, vocalist Peter puts some eftort to sing with naturdl voice.
but the rest is weak traditional mainstream shit

the name could be even WASHINGTONS or YELTZINS, but f musicians wish
oniy big money it won't help at all. Go and play that trendy scum. And don't
jorget to bother MTV, unless you decide 10 stay in underground

RED HARVEST

"Hyoreed"

VOICES OF WONDER

i think this formation from Norway must be known for metal/industrial freaks,
a3 they released coupla mean records in the past. Maybe the band was known

more of their debut "Nomindsland” via BLACK MARK, released in 1992, and
further on were a bit forgotten, but still putting albums thru Norwegian biggest
fabel, During thase years their abifites 1o merge different styles did increased,
s0 you might not recognize RED HARVEST anymore!

Having in my coflection only three trx from DUNKEL Prod. compilation CD |
can compare both saying these Norwegians stepped in experimentd regions,
involving ambient/gothic elements into their music. The CD consists of 78
minules, and they are pretty controversial. The start is quite expected: one
fast harsh metal oriented industrial compasition, then - hardeorish slow
motion, and it repeats with tracks 3 & 4 accordingly. But later on RED
HARVEST start to flee away, and you lose a clear idea what kind of music it is.
Just get a pointerjeying goth vibes {vecal tone rules!), melting from extreme
industrial samples and keeping in-mind.it's stil metall

Possible to compare-with other industrial -stuff of later years, but, still very
own and not traditiond” For Gpen minded people exclusively!

REINCARNATION.

“Seed Of Hate"

REPULSE

The. most typical REFULSE release and probably the most.boring one. Four
quys from the deptha of Spain.don't want to be innovative, but rather brutat as
fuck. Ok with thase who still ‘don't mind megatons of bands like this-(earlier
they usually-were. popping. out from USA), but "creation” ke this applies only
to the same-kind. of aggressive youngsters. | bet this four song MCD Hasn't
spread yet 500 copies so far, as it's much more enjoyable to check odta ngw
CANNIBAL: CORRSE or BROKEN-HOPE record. Spanyards lack some. better
production.-and - catchier writing. - Low tuning make their playing- very
anonymous; In spite they even don't want to'get a fairly-own sound.

13 minutes fong yawn costs you $10, but who the fuck wili:stick to it?!

ROTTING CHRIST

“Triarchy Of The Lost Lovers"

CENTURY:-MEDIA

Am I reallystarted liking Greek black metal? Wel} yes, but that's actually due
to- the leaders of this scene have basically changed o the better. . Like
NECROMANTIA, this cut“three piece left formation worked .aut an album,
worth of mentioring in a worldwide level. Their previous works stilhad a
limited following -ard | hope I'm not stbjective saying that!!

The third ottput bursts on -going thru nine epic memorable tunes, quite
conditionally tited .as black metd. They are rather metal in:its slow form,
conbining heavy - metal basics, Black metal -harshness and _melody. of
monumental atmosphere. Still there.could be an additional couple of  faster
songs fike my favourite “Archon’.-and “Shadows follow”: they're-quite the
exception on this platter. “Yet that siow and mid tempo domination ain't boring
due to huge credits given to catchiness and memerability of music.

Possible to call ROTTING CHRIST not so expressive as earlier - heavy metal
influences make the deet here, but to accuse them as too powerless would be
a ferrible mistake. It's the best vhat this band made so farl And mind-you -
still Greek in the depth of backgeound curtaing.

SACRED REICH

“Heal"

METAL BLADE

A iice come hack of the scene's vetérars, again on their original labell it is
but a rice gift to the entire underground, even SACRED- REICH aren't the
innovators with this "retumn poliics”. - Yeah, it was a while since raging
"Independent* album, and ‘as always those deadheads returned after three
years

“Heal" is only 33 minutes long, but packed so roof that it boils as a one
suprerme kick in the-ass! It sounds no less. powerful and -intense. than their
previous releases, even on'the. contrary.. Pure doze of crossover metal with
decent production - a pleasure to hear every treath, every beat and every rift
50 clearly and neatly.

One may state "Heal" is toc generic, but what else you might expect from
the true leaders of the genre™ ‘Streams of violence in. "Blue Suit, Brown
Shirt", “Don't” and "Seen Through My Eves" intermix with calmer classical
melal composifions like "Low" or "Heal". But then again the mood changes,
and there's no charice fo lose the line. Catchy composing-and predise tracking
are the keywords of his awaited album. Why shouldn’t you check it cut?

SAMAEL

"Passage"

CENTURY MEDIA

Somewhere it's wiitten CM crew were shocked to leam SAMAEL refused
their five drums and tumed to more teshnical/synthetic basis. So was |,
receiving a new CD of Switzeriand's brightest. For some point "Passage" may
be a real shock, but only tit you realize the -album breathe of exceptionally
throbbing nature, when you recollect every thorough step of SAMAEL - be it
"Into The Pentagram® mystery, cold breeze of "After The Sepulture", neat
fluids of "Baphomet's:Call', and surely " Love The Dead" - a nightmare mask
hidden challenge of Mr.Cooper (who will deny "Passage” has the calmness of
Alice's wifching spirit - in "Angel's Decay"?17!1)

What? We mentioned "Rebellion” and forgot“the rebel itselft Or it's too
dareful to name "Static. Journey” like that? Relel against meta origins - says
the sceptic:-But-hey you - raise up.yourfists end'prove it's a step aside! | bet
impact is made by SAMAEL themselves, not by anyone or anything outside
{metaf) music scene.

Take Up "Rain”,."My. Saviotr”, "Chosery Race®-and.on and on... they &l are
masterful tasty metal compesitions with glaring attraction, known from Swiss
harbingers of the macabre.. But what the.bad way.to describe seperate tranks;:
"Passage” ain't the platter to behave like that - one cute way thru it @t leads o
the strongest acceptance of the newest record from Helvetia

CENTURY MEDIA's tap notch album of 1996, opening the doors of starcity
for the band. If the scene had at least two tmes more of such creative people,
{'d be in trouble to count all divine albums aroun

SARCOFAGO

"Hate"

COGUMELD

Me was wondering what these proclaimed dark metal pioneers are doing
now, so this 1994 counting disc was awaited for the ears experience. But fve
qot only a dose of primitive blacky thrash spiced with drum programming ang
neat arangements to give the music more intensity. Anyway, it's quite straight
forward, without any roundabouts as one might expect. Some tunes are very
fast, and indeed that double bass drum computer insanity adds a much more
concrete effect than usual quitarring or fast playing. But beside there are
several compositions which don't keep that speed and are monotonous if not

horing.

Disc is interesting only for 4-5 first tracks, and even it lasts enly for 35
minutes | can't say it may pretend to the category of average thrash melat
albums. I've heard SARCOFAGO went more blacky once again on their new
output, but doubt if it's good. You can try it - never know what to expect
anywiay..

SCUM NOISE

"Chaotic Distress"

HEAVY METAL ROCK

Some Brazlian hardcore in the form of this release. SCUM NOISE had some
7'EPs earlier.sand niow they outburst with a 14 track CD, sounding. pretty
heavy-and brutal; Some thrashyinfluences appear every now and then; bt of
curse it's still a (weak) sound:of hardcore. Not my cup of tea, but it will be a
damn good gem for.supporters of this siyle.

They enjoy playing the stuff-which was popularin early nineties; and that s
ok with me. Only can't'stand those sociopdiitic Tyrics - it smels of bullshit
Maybe pofitic system in Brazilis shitty. but almost everyone knows it and it's
the same In almost the whole world- Ask about the price from fabel.

SENTENCED

“Love & Death"

CENTURY MEDIA

This is miri album so everything is allright. SENTENCED still haven't stépped
into another undiscovered metal field end remained loyal to:"Amok” style. One
hell-knows what can’one-expect from the next album (maybe the. unique
combination of-war and-melancholy will_stay:vith-them?!) but it's not the
preview how it might sound: 'm sure.

Fourtracks of "Love‘&:Death" as if concude what the band started teffing in
"Amok". Of curse it car't.repeat the same saga once again because: Tithe
masterpiece can't be repested;-2)four tracks create rather another mood than
a full-length album, This,is & strong kick 10, SENTENCED fans - the same
hateful attitude, méetancholic Slts info harmonies -and backs 10 the harshest
known 1o heavy metal, Mind.you, Iadz still took more direct action, “and
heavi/rock-influence is as never firm. Just listen to "Dreamlands” - doesn't it
have something to do witty DEF LEPPARD? Surely SENTENCED are 100x
better.

As+the cutting point arrives homy Bily “iddl, | mean a cover of "White
Wedding" - thorough rocker with darker chords of Taneli... convincing! To the
paint is digipak fayout and artwork, so waiting for the fourth album this 20
minute hit suits perfectiy!

SENTENCED

“Shadows Of The Past"

CENTURY MEDIA

It's a worldwide rerelease of thie first SENTENCED album, which origirally
saw the light of day in early 1992 on deformed nowadays french fabel
THRASH Records. Not much of the band's followers know what kind of music
SENTENCED plaved back then, and even less people have hesd this
incredahle alum. | perstrally got that chance only in 1994,

S0, do ot wonder to hear heavy and thick death metal, pertormed in & pyre
Scaridinavian-vein, but having something vary -own, This music is much more
simifar t0 “BEMIGOD than ENTOMBED or. DISMEMBER of that fime, and
obviously we have & deal with Rnnish. phenomencn. Further on guys with
those 9 songs-were one of the pioneers:to bring meludy inlo death meldl,
Right, DEMIGOD were dcing it mere catchy.-but SENTENCEL have overnun
them with the nest sophomore aAbum "North From Here”,

As a perfect example this rerelease has 3 bonus tracks from a ranz "Joumney
To Pohjota” demno which was composed and recorded between twa albums. it
shows the progression - a mixed style of old and new by that tine
SENTENCED. Well, it wasn't the last wrzstical change in the band's history,
Cutp

SHUB NIGGURATH

"Bvilness Arid Darkness Prevails"

GUTTURAL

Known Mexican horde of ancient dm played back in 1988- 1980, yel nat
everybody reriembers splitted their ways nowadays music They traw nol
only the monicker from the same source as MORBID ANGEL. bitt also the
influences of the greatest dm formiation

Mexica is nol far away from Horida yet SHUE NIGGURATH made music 4
fayer lower than their heroes,"Cubism" according Harold of "MorticiaNumsku®
i5 not presented on this {the only) album of the band either. Dm is strorg,
thorough,-straight forward, but not that completely polished. Though leads of
Julio make some jaws to drop down.

In my ofiinion quite a lousy recording destroys some magnificent ideas still
appeared on this disc, and grindy blasting drums at times do not sour
Ohd wave dm bands liked il & lot... Ha, this recording's done back in 1932/3
either... "Legions From Absu" sounds even grindy. if vou siill hesitate.

Feeling sentiments 1o pure death sound one can find this erfoying. i's
avalable tor $12 from STORM Productions.

SKREW

"Shadow of doubt”

METAL BLADE/PRIGRITY

Grossman and orew swallows out the third effort in four years, for the first
time being quite different from whet SKREW have done. earfier. 'm not sure i
serious fine up changss are the reason, tut they simply must have influenced
the crestive provess; One Bobby Gustafson (ex. OVERKILL) is werth of being
involved!

So, companing to éarlier SKPEW the-band definitely- slowed down, leaving
you either glad -or disappointed . about that. Belonging -to-4he.latter iisteners |
stitl can recommend this to ndustrial/metal sickos who like it dancable ard
groovy. Trat's what you get from this atburn. My respect goes as well tor coul
experiments in guitar and bass lines, mixed with hellish samples and pure
industrial tints. 1 bet it's Bobly who has brought such new form of metal in an
ambient figld! Listen to "Head", "Swallow", "Generator”- you'll get a puint.

Probably ot a bad effort, though |liked SKREW with higher tempos mare
Latest news: Bobby was just fired out, ha.

S

SLAVERY

“immortal Dismainess"

COGUMELD

Braziian band like many other landmates has an iiness of SEPULIURA. This
music is cirea '86-87 of tha legendary th performed with the same fury,
straight forward approsch and even the same Kind of raw production. Ten
fracks are featured, including intro and outro, but there're no exceptional tunes
ameng thesn. 1's possible to listen to $his album beginning any rack yee i -




alburrrggh

the result is always the same.

The only thing which is different from a typical Brazilian thrashvdeath - a
deadened whispering vocal style of David, fitting any black/death band mere.
Maybe it makes SLAVERY a bit bm influenced, especially with keyboard parts
{they sourd at least more verious), yet in general that's only the vocal manner,

t's doubttul if Braziian bands will ever grow into something origin, at least
with SLAVERY | don't see any chances. Old SEPULTURA fans - it's your disc.

SOLHVERV

"Tagernes Artusinde"

EUPHONIQUS/AMGICES OF WONDER

Will everyone in dark metal scene start using their own language not only for
fyrical expression, but also for CD info and’ credits? At least it seems a bit
furny. even the idea-borr in Norway. was original at time. But these Danes just
copy anyone, so that's pretty pathetic.

Nah, we have music here, 50 what the tatks are geing on SOLHVERV play
a strange biend of derk deathvblack metal, not bothering sbout those terms
and calling the music viking/pagan. Huh, it ain't the deseription of music -
that's the ideas!tt And | wanna check out what Kind of stuff is presented by
guiters, dums and vocdsi! I the recording were typical Scandinavian,
SOUHVERY would be no way outstanding - usual bm shaped. But here we
have a unique sound quality, were bm riffs are hidden in dealh metel way of
produetion. Guitars are slightly deadened, drums and vocals prevall, bass is
louder actually too! it still doesm't mean the music qets brilliantly produced, but
sounds speciat though.

Uniortunately, all rine tracks of ex.dm outfit (earlier called FALLEN ANGEL)
sound very similaty, grinding down the shit of metal massacre. This must be
chigcked out by those fiking many rhythmical tricks, but | want more varfation
& more clearness. Prices like with GRIMOIRE athum.

SOULQUAKE SYSTEM

"Angey By Nature Ugly By Choiee”

BLACK MARK

Angry and young Swedish outfit which had only released ‘Disheliel” demo a
sear ago. now attacks with a debut ful-length, licensed by a smalt local
RONTIUM 38 tebel. Unfortunately SOULQUAKE SYSTEM play the music |
an'the objective - moshing metalcore,

Begides black metal this cheap music gets more and more popular in
Seandinavia, and exactly this five piece wil make it more bigger. Their break
through is immerise, if they've got & chance 1o raise so quickly. Surely this
album wil be a huge sell-ou, as it hes all the standards of such style, Mind
yiou, | still think this music s not that trendy as MACHINE HEAD or fikes. It
ever ias some melodious slow riffs, reminding "Erase” era o GOREFEST, But
1o fike this release you must be a shitcore maniac, so | cant wish you
anything but to recover,

STRAPPING YOUNG LAD

“Heawy As A Peally Heavy Thing"

CENTURY MEDIA

fwas amazed by one track of this project, which is called like the band itself
and which is featured on this platter sither, so it was cool 1o find SYL CD In
my mal box, Well, it s a kick in the face indeed, though not all racks are as
impressive as “S.Y.L." - the mix between industrial speed and dreamy melodic
overtures. | can mention four more tunes like that, espedally excepting the
magical end of “In The Rainy Season® and speeds.of "Happy Camper”. These
s01ds go out of typical metal/industrial cliche due to those components
mentioned before. Indeedy creative is the main mind Devin Townsend to be
30 crazy with his vocals and arrangements,

This lad had loads of musical experience earlier (FRONTLINE ASSEMBLY.
IR8...) In case you wanna know. Here he hires some addifional musicians and
experiments with metal rage within industrial technology, About the latter five
songs - | don't love them fike many other industrial music, but what the hell.

* Magbe you'l ke more exaclly these funes. Id only wish Devin to write

awthing like "SY.L" - angry, ripping alt &round, yet vith going further
nonsequences of brand melody and relaxed mind...

SWORDMASTER

“Wraths of Time"

FULL MOON

ol start of progressing Swedish actl! | wanna more. As this is only threg
fone o them - outre) and one preview (ke VENOM some time?.). But
black metal class is shown nonetheless! | remind it was recorded with
meanwhite DISSECTION drummer Inferno and bassist Night, who appears in
OPHTHALAMIA either {and is brother of Jon from DISSECTION)

This extreme mugic is not so melodic as bunh of Swedish fellas, but rather
rsf metdd roots within, &d first of all-- in thrash metal
¢a. Bul absolutely na “old way" bm trend - this is pure bin with slight
attitude given to old vein. Just fisten to vocal inganity of Whiplasher, hellish
ooty of Inferno or neat riffs of Night!! Your jaws wilt drop down, huh,

So dont get me wiong - melody is very important in SWORDMASTER
camp ether - there are plenty of its apparitionst | quess OSMOSE
Preductions are right signing them for full lengther - wait for it very soon,
recorded in Los Angeles with Andy La Rocque! This MCD goes for $10
USAYE12 (world),

a Gose of

TEMPERANCE

"Krapakalja®

SHVER

ool Swedes TEMPERANCE at last completed their debiut album - the one |
was axaiing for several vears. You might remember that feature in a debut
“Erainstorm* voluime, and some demo + show review later or,

Brothers Emerot tired one more bass plaver - Maena Benglsson, yet only
for studic recordings. 'm sure she knows how to handle a four-stringer!

Gargling about the record itselt, it's a big surprise to-hear TEMPERANCE su
experimenting. Maybe they siil have thal energetic portion of fast heavy
thrastdeath, but more and more draw rativer into the masaohistic comvulsions

Ioan't find any other words 10 describe that musical mutiation, Actually
Experiments aren't the subject | can't stand, but in this particular case they are
Quite srange to me. Fredde's new vocalstyle smells of anonymous hardcore
vibe - that's a real minor point, The music is catehy, but the structuring could

nate ortly the manax of neurachinics...

To say more. some kind of 70-ies music feel takes presence on this platter
as well, but you shoud take care thal it's mixed with TEMPERANCE
Hnovalions, so don't expect next hippy trippers...

THEATRE OF TRAGEDY

"Theatre of Tragedy"

MASSACRE

Fven though doesn't feature my beloved demo track "A Song by the
Hearth?!", this platter of gaflant Norwegian septet blows away everything
around marking a firm praise for mindblowing art of heaviness and emotion.
Like | mentiored in the fealure THEATRE OF TRAGEDY are 50 damn close o
inteqrate two styles: doom/death metal and gothic/dark music. You're left with
jaws dropped down cuz album turns info one pure majesty, no less.

Phenomerion is made-of the entire line up vet Liv Kristing’s soprano chords
must be the key - that blend called monolith gets & strong Ieading impulse in
the voice of this girl, Can't think anything tut Norwegian  sopranists make
me shiver every time they get & chance to jam with emotional metal music.
TOT should be one of the best acts for realizing that. Though as well Raymond
delivers his grunt to keep the ballance of love & hate...

Ok, wanna say some words for those who piss on my fascination towards
this and think the stuff is cheasy, "not serious”, bla bla... Damn you, make a
difference between amateurish "melancholy makers" or poppy metal stars,
and ful of feelings musicians who lay the entire self into those harmories. To
make the music sound undescribable, well at least free in the ways of
creating... .

Fave tracks. *..a Distance there is.." and *A Hamlet for a Slothful Vassal"!
(el some info on fatalistic fyrical side and other inside news from the article
elsewhere. Order!

THEATRES DES VAMPIRES

"Vampyrisme, Necrophilie, Necrosadisme, Necrophagie”

GARDEN OF GRIEF

Not the best album o start a new label. GARDEN OF GRIEF have actually
released ANOTHER DAY cassette-EP, 50 this is their second product, but the
first on CD. It spins on 43 minutes counting 9 compositions, but the material
i8 very trendy, weak black/death.

I can't find words to express my position lowards monotony of the ste -
exaclly such bands make people saying - it's everything the same.
THEATRES DES VAMFIPES take what was crealed in Scandinavia, put a
calmer touch for variabifity (but it doesn't work), and perform everything in
quite a bad manner. Agaharet must take lesscns for correct handiing of quitar,
and his vocal is muffled. Impossible to except any tune dug to their greyness,
no memorable ideas are used:

f putting TOWV. track in any compiiation - itd sound better hopefully, but
again - I don't see a point for praising them to be included anywhere. There
are thousands of much more expressive formations - in the same Italy as well.

THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL

"Sarrow”

HEAD NOT FOUND/VOICES OF WONDER

You read a review of the earliest CD releass of this ncredable band, the
recording of which took place even in Novemner'93. But it's aways quite a
pieasure 1o see what was the start of THE 3RD, and where they stepped
comparing {0 new materizl.

Four track mini album featwres Kari Rueslatten, who later on took her own
path. Hervocals on the disc are as perfert as further an. This girl must be a
cute phenomenon with her musica data and huge talent, what is easlly
reflected on this plece of her work. Lads performed quite ditferent music than
nowadays - guitar oriented gothic rock/doom with acoustic breaks and
gleomy atmosphere. So this blend of metancholy and purity of human voice
makes your body shiver of transcendentd safistaction, and erjoy this
wonderful surrounding somewnere nearby,

If you've discovered THE 3RD after their latest apus, you must check out this
back catdoge toe, including debut MCD *Sarrow” Epic classt

THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL

“Painting on glass"

VOICES OF WONDER

“Painting on glass" is the most recent autput from Norwegians, catching the
scene with a piece of avantgardistic feslings towards the music. Sarcastic, but
after "Sorrow” it's my next meeting with THE 3KD, however some lire
between twe works is still herel

I mean that fleeing quiter passages and the entire melanchalic piciure of
thelr  music.  Cal it how you ke neg/progressive  ronk,
avantgarde/atmospheric music, postmoderr/ambient fusion, bla bia... The soul
of band remained, no wonder that the fine up is still the same, except the
mainman - 4 voealist. Ann-Mari Filv: s that new name, anather g, the
appearance. of whom in the ranks was quite controversial. She is quite
different from Kari, her vaice and temperament are of another Kind. & last she
handles her voice in anctter forms. Ann-Mari likes 10 sound urusual, being it
a macabre scream or laugh a la Diamanda Galas, or shrigky Bjork type of
chord. And don't thirk that's ol as every single sigh in the mia is different, not
mentiening varying temper,

Combining such refreshing challenge with different ideas than quitar oriented
rock. o metal makes this album one of the most innovative works in 1596,
But.again | can state it's still the same band, and for open-minded fisteners it
won't make any difference whather it's more avantgardistic or not. The Art
means the Progress..

THIRST

“The Might of the Pagan Belief"

ASTRAL WINGS

Bad production of Polish black mefal ain't a new thing already - either they
want to be as raw a3 DARKTHRONE were in 1995, or simply can't get
enough of condifions to record stutf promptly. One thing is when such bad
recording is made with good decent stuff (ike BEHEMOTH daj, and
completety another case is'when the barid has a very weak material, hard to
stend tl the end. THIRST have only five own tracks and one cover down here,
but 1o fisten to the final part of cassette you must be & brave "true" bm fan,
Me is actually, but | try 10 listen every minute of stuff | get, so there was no
exception with THIRST. Though after it enden up | said: "oops, it has ended"!
And no one will prove to me that it's good music, Slow, composed without
any fresh idea, grey in performing quality, whilst it's impossibie o separate
tracks each from the other. Only "A Prayer To The Bvil One” is listenable due
to lyrical quitar echo at the end. But you'd better stop before locking for
bands fke THIRST. Practise more, quys!

THIS EMPTY FLOW

"Magenta skycode”

AVANTGARDE MUSIC

And that is left of ever heavy slowfinass masters THERGOTHON? Impossible
to believe, taking notice at the music change - straight to melow, even though

melancholic, atmospheric craation. That's a new flyirng step in their musicai
carreer, maybe they are close to find own shoes?

Anyway, THIS EMPTY FLOW mix quite a few styles, putting all reviewers in
trouble to describe them, I opening "Nowafter* and “Distress” they entirely
remind THE CURE, even trying 1o get that poppy feel either, Whie there are
some ambierttally oriented miniatures, as spacy "Towards distant” with radio
signals of death in Russian spaceship, or even atmaospheric goth synthetins
wilh flowing vocal stream. But some indie rosk influences again complicate all
thing - whether Finns want to.get on mainstream road or just play it for having
some fun?

At least funny-is to.check out lyrics fike ‘join the sweet silence”, "embrace
me" of exsatan worshippers. t's ok with me - | do like the lyrcal side, but
wanna say that quys finally starting to show their real faces and depths of
creation. Music is diverse, various, but interesting nonetheless

THOU SHALT SUFFER/MAYHEM

spiit CO (bootleg)

"This CD was made in hel!l” - announces the bookiet, and that's the anly
coherent statsmant the publishers managed to wiite. Bien the tracks aren't
named corectly - they're shuffled together, spelled in a wrong way, et But
the most surprising is to hear 3 "MAYHEM" ranks which the band had never
played or written! They suely are performed by any other band, with a firm
BATHORY influence - maybe it's alsg-from Norweay™!

Rumours are going that this "album” is made in Japan - not the first bootleg
coming from this Far East land... Anyway you can get it from STORM
Productions or from "Ledo Takas" for $18.

THOU SHALT SUFFER (featuing EMPEROR members) start this up vith two
advanced MLP'92 and two 7'EP'91 (then they still were EMBRYONIC) tracks
- the latter are simply dubbed from vinil. Therr brand legendary evit death
metal should frozen some hearts, espedally the oard invasions sire
dramatic. As | hardly understand MAYHEM are featured with prom
reiearsal 30 with Dead on vorals. Sound i amateurist and pocr, bt it -
extremely rare vergions of known tracks elther! "Freezing Moon",. “Funeral
Fog", some classics of "Deatherush” Nothing extraordinary, tt st shining
And wel, last three tunes with "unknown” band, so similar to ansient
BATHORY. Somithing whet & collector shoutd not sriss.

THY REPENTANCE

“Ural Twilight Autumnalias

UNDEAD WOOD

Surprise o not surprise, but derk atmospheric music invades into frozen
Siberizn tertitories, and pratty firmiy! Tris is the first aleomy Rusmian band with
the Hirst release of the first true and dedicaled label. Great to notice such
inftiative in such a huge country, where hundreds of diferant nations five under
various landscepes  and  catacombs.. For example  Friedrich of THy -
REPENTANCE does not think he's Russian, his racts are widely spread in Ural
gloominess.

THY BEPENTANCE started in 1993 and 25 far hiad a coule of deme: kpes .
untill this album wias recorded. Music is st ot Very innovetive, but it's truely
progressive and with a big hops for the future. Friedrich and The Eleeding with
a help-of drum machine mix different soundscapes of quitar ablity, firm
keyboard background and screamy industriaf vl style. Shamaniss appesrs
every row and then, ritual element prevails riot only in music, bul in the
poems, too. Al fimes THY PEFENTANCE can be comparable 10 S 1 Dlack
metal (PARNASSUS), other times it's a highly atmospheric music, dark and
intefligerd.

Friedrich states Fraedom as the most important thirng in fis rreatwity, and
Purity of feelings as a source of that. Let's wish THY PEPENTANCE to cpen the
ofd Ural secrets and to perform them into this wandering music form. The next
album is in works-and this 500 copies limited edition releas is available for
$18. Experience the Russian curse!

TIAMAT
REC Y

CENTURY MEDIA
Coflertors item, released as digipak with wonderll artwork and juiy bayaut,
Well, the same was said about "Wildhoney", but TIAMAT is worth of being
wordered about again. Music-wise 1t's nothing new, except & PINE. FLOYD
cover version of "When You're ", originally released back in 1977
Unfortunately this track is instrumental so the chance to hear Johan's vocal
simifarities r differences from PINK FLOYD is icst. 3 v, "ldhoney had
some flight of imagination comparable to afore manticned heroes, so this
cover is fike & natural continunton,

Other five tunes are either stiortened
“Wildhorey" undying
Hopetully it's still
dead, nat obtaging

o remixed versions of

+ SOl i |

without T\‘/\MM‘ you wil ke
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TORGEIST/VLAD TEPES

“Black Legions Metal"

DRAKKAR

Two bands split from France, recommendanle onty for those who ar deeply
irito black metal underground and who have experienced it for mare than usual
IMMORTALEMPEROR/BUPZUM kind of stuff. To taks this you must have
beeri in introduction with at least another VLAD TEPES split, last time with
BELKETPRE.

It's totaly raw thing both with music ard with the recording of curse
Nevertheless this split tiag some kind of & speciafity, and by thal | mean it has
s own fisteriers. Thougn for others to get it by storm is Impassible - you'd
better jump on another review and don't wagte ;

Again 1liked VLAD TEPES more

hing: mid tempo beezzzz around the rhyt
is done over the mic. Their vol aques duze of melody At fast and they
simply have & grip every now and then. Ming you, | ked
more anyway. Bro's Drakk il the st their da
manner, it you can get ol
Conclusion: collectors item for total black: metal worshipriers, & waste of ime
for others (including fany blak metal fang & well. Your chicice”.

TSATTHOGGUA

“Hosanna Pizame"

OSMOSE

In spile of a new name, German tour piece has existed since 1989, four
vears being DISSECTION, and then turmed into what they are nowadays, The
style was changing and improving too, and | mean they've got some olass
performing hyperspeed music. Though having in mind OSMOCE statement not
to 5ign any new black metal bands | was surprised 1o hear black fuskin' meta]




helheim

HELHEM tock me by storm... Though their demo releases
weren't that to be excited about. yet debut “Jormundgand”
album, released by German SOLISTITIUM Records {young but
firm pagan metal labeli) happened to become a pure marching
storm of sheer violence, cold areas covered and unholy hymns
performed. Actually this three piece outfit from Nordas
(Nerway of curse!l) was formed in 1992, and even at time it
had the fourth member, the nucleous always was the same as
it is nowadays: Hrimgrimnir - guitars and vocal, Vanargandr -
bass and vocal, Hrymr - drums, piano and synthesizer.  had
some chance to speak to Vanarganar, so here follows anything
fike HELHEIM's journey through the ages of Norse prick: and
my discoveries about it al..

-Hail. What's it like to hold your own piece of music pressed on (0?
Was it your biggest dream, let's say, 2 yis ago? Don't you feel it gets
o be just a next paint in your heovy-weight experience, or if's really
an exceptional event?

“Hal. Well, now it's a long time since it was released, but
when | first gat it in my hands it was really an amazingly good
feeling. Since | was a little boy, 6 years old, | wanted to play in
a band and release a CD, and | made it.

-Are you pleased how things are rolling with SOUSTTIUM? Carsten
keeps all promises? s his disiro net wide enough (does this bother
youa lof)?

-Carsten’s doing a great job, nothing to complain about. Hi3
distro net is quite good. but here in Norway it's poor. Nothing
that he does tothers us.

-| remember your debut demo "Helheim", which wos quite messy
and not that much exceptional. What are your thoughts cbout it
meanwhile? Was your intention to play as fust as possible avoiding
any slower parts? Why?

-Qur first dema "Hehaim" is quite a furny cne | think. The
music is aclualy quite onginal and weird ; think. We never
thought of having it as fast as posaible, we just recorded what
we had, and came out with a good piece of weird black/death
metal. Then we liked it a lot, now | never listen to it, but I stand
tor everything we've released 50 far anyway.

“The second demo "Nidr ok Nordr liggr Helvegr" (means "Down and
North lies Helheim"} was much better, | suppose (1 haven't heard it}?
{sit to blame for your deal with SOLISTITIUM? As 1 understand some
tracks From that demo are featured on CD? What are those tracks &
why have you chosen them exactly?

Yes, hecause of "Nidr ok Nordr liggr Helvegr® we've gat 2
fieal, and you're right, it's a much better demo. We chose oay
one track fiom the demo t¢ feature on our CD, and that was
"Gravlagt i Hjudne". ‘We chose that track cause that was the
only song we fourd worthy to be on the CD.

-Haven't you had an idea fo repress an entire demo on (D? It was
50 minutes all in alll Maybe the sound quolity was too lousy?

“There was some talk abeut it, but | don't tink it will be done.
The sound quaity is not bad, quite strange but hstenable
anyway. We spent a hell of ot rroney on i, and we wouldn do
that for leusy sound.

-Speaking about your fine up, why do you prefer only three persons
in o band, and nat look for o second guitar player? Are you sure he
wouldn't bring some wonderful ideas? Does o three piece fine up
mean you are not inferested to play live {or you play with one guiter

i

journey

instead of two on recording)? Does Nidhogg who once used fo be the
fourth member play in aay band meanwhile?

-Nighogg left the band due to personal problems, we decided
then that we don't need ancther quitarist, and we don't want it
either. We are perfect now, and we're not open for ideas frem
another guitarist - no, me and Himgrimnir are sretty seffish. W

viant to make HELHEWM's music, and no one e shall come
with ideas. That's how it is, and that's how it will be. We play
live, and it works perfectly, What Nidhogg does now | den't care
aboct.

Jell me who does the main high pitched screaming vocals in
HELHEIM? Does that person used to fisten to early FLEURETY and
DARKWOODS #4AY BETROTHED a lot? Or you think your screams are real
exclusive?

-Its me who has those ravelike screams. ThiS is my voice, anc
Ive developed it myself with no influence of ofhers. | don't like
FLEURETY, and I'm certainly not infuienced by DMBs vocals,
cause they're not good on therr first release. The voca! is mine,
50 ook at it as exclusive.

What was it like to work with Pytten ot "Grieghallen"? Don't you
think the final mix could have been slightly cleaner? Will you use this
studio again?

-Pytten is a good engineer, and the cooperation was good due
to some cisagreements. We wil for surc use "Grieghallen”
agan. The sound is as it should be - we wanted it this way,
cause it fitted the music pratty good | think. If we wanted 1t
cleaner we could easiy do that.

I your music you mix both ultra speed blasts and quite wandering
slow compositions, as i to breathe some cir at times. Was your
intention to join those patterns inte one monolithic album or precisely
leave them quite independent each from other?

-The songs are all indiv:dual, thay have thelr own spirt. They're
mace in differert mood nerefore they're all different each
from other.

-Do you reason that HELHEIM's music is mote outstanding than usual
in BM circles? What do other people say on that matter?

‘We're HELHEIM, and we create pagan art, we want to stand
for curselves, but who doesi't? So therefore we just have t¢
accept that we're in the masses with the others. | don't think
that anyone else apart from ourselves find us so fucking special.
They may adore us, but we're not sitting on a throne for

't

ourselves.

-You should have good contacts with ather countrymen of the gente -
what is their opinion on "Jormundgond" (mention some known
names!)?

-Fveryone I've been in contact with likes our CD, and that's
nice. Some names? Well, Sabathan of ENTHRONED and Nergat
of BEHEMOTH are two of them.

Important to emphasize that guys entirely reiate their creativity
with pagan belief, and they strive to regan pagan pride and
honour, to praise the elder gods and the cult..

Tell briefly what the place Nordas (sounds freezy!1) is & what'sit like
o live there? What are the sources of pagan trodition down there? You
seemed 1o praise that ancient bequest... But wouldn't it be another
wimping out when 90% of population would bow to andient gods?

-Nordas is just a usual place where people five, nothing speci.
You cannot find any traces of pagan traditions here, that's
impassible. it's just a usual piace to live. | hait the pagan cuit and
mythology as a symbol of heathens. Mythology ana refigion are
two different things. I'm not bowing myself to Odin, the god !
bow to is mysef. )
-HELHEIM are one of thase few bands which has enough of feeling &
melancholy without unstoppable use of keyboards. Congrots! Is it
always useful & necessary in your opinion? And how have you come up
to use trumpet plus jewsharp?

Thanx tor the compliment. Every part of a song has own lithe
touch of perfection. You know what | mean? We are very
specific with that matter that every riff shall be good. therefore
we manage to have tie atmasphere all the way. Trumpets and
jewsharp are instruments which shall bring majesty into it al.
especially tie trumpets. Don't vou agree that it does?

-Yep, surely | do as I've just asket about it for that matter. Going
further, | was amazed by finishing the album "Galder” - probably the
most dreadful track in years! You know, many tried to make their
music as fearfl as never before (let's say ABRUPTUMI), but your
attempt was the best so farl Your comment on that matter... Don't you
feel only the man's voice can be so dreadful, not the instruments? By
the way, haven't you invoked any spirit performing if?

-Thamy, one again for your compliment. | aven't looked upon
it as fearful. but mare like obscure and weird. know wiat |
mean? "Galder" i a song of sorcery which 13 perfarmed with a
resounding , screaming voice, Odin s the criginater of the
Galder. Yes, | agree with you that man's voice is more dreachul
than instruments. Me and Hrimgnmnir were standing in the
studio together while performing "Galder”. we both got a
strange feeling of majesty which we both long to feei again, but
no spirits were invoked
We're heading to end, so tell the story about your nomes for that
matter. Why have you chosen exactly those names & what do they
mean?

-Vanargandr is another name #nr the Fenris wolf, Hrmgrireair 13
a name used by Trarsars or Frostiotuns, and Hrymr is the
captain of Nagffar, the siip thai- appears on Ragnarok, We
chose those names cause we liked it, just as simple.as that.

No simplier way to stand on one's own, and HELHEIM contirm
that with wonderful music. When you obtain their releases don't
forget what you've read above, and thank "Ledo Takas
presenting one helluva pagan brifiant,
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ragnarok

Sm:; at this horde if you want to get a picture how Norwegian black
metal focks fike in its purest form. No other band yet managed to
record so typical album as "Natlerd" is and I'm not kidding telling
yau that it's one hell of an album! Frorn the further interview with
Thyme you'l learn rext stuff of RAGNAROK may be a bit different
but me quess this four piece vall stit mark their rools lay in
Sarpshorg, Nerge.

-Hail Thyme. [ suppose it's sfifl not much time after your debut's release.
What's the response so far? [s it in'the way you were expecting?

-Hail to you toa! About our "Nattferd” release, as you said, it hasn't
been aut too long and the response is.what we expected. Because
of the bad promation don't we mean that we have sold badly. The
deme "Pagan Land” was out very shortly before and therefore --a
had spreading of the name. But"we awalt. 2 hetter sale and
prometen in the nearest future and we will do a'secand recording to
another release on CD very-soon. | don't know=when it wil be
released but | know that it will be a great ane. So lock forward to the
second release of RAGNAROK,

~Returning to *Natiferd", are you satisfied with it for 100%? What could
hove been done better? Wasn't it 100 early for the album? Are you sure it
can stand along with, let's say; IMMORTAL o1 SATYRICON albums?

-No I'm not 1004% satisfied with the "Natterd" album as 1 said in
the answer above. - Trere were problems with the promo stuff and
nat that geod sound quality on the oldest recording {*Pagan Land”
detno). But at this time it seems like a better future for us and that's
why we're gaing o do the next GD very soon. Also new T-shirts will
be printed with arew picture on, but there is still some "Nattferd" T-
shirts left. So order it now! And Fwon't sy that we are going to be
bigger than IMMORTAL etc. at this moment, but in the fulre
RAGNAROK will rule as the day of Ragnarak is true.

-To be honest, for me your music is nothing new + innovative (yet it's
great and performed in a fop way!). Does that mean you listened and sfill
listen mostly to your country heroes? Get inspiration from them? Or just
wanna keep those things really traditional and simple, to prevent Hack
metal from changes and mutations?

-i do think the Seandinavian style is the greatest and influences of
that we can't deny. The style is the mast atmespheric style in the
world and it has an extreme aggression and hate nside of it So lot's
say that we make traditional norse music but the lynes on the nax
albur will be ditfersnitfrom the !Nattferd! release

You consider-yoursdves us pagan believeis: Daesit really has anything o
. - % it b 5

do with satanism as some kids daim? In my opinion paganism was never
even dose to satanic practises and cults! | hope you, having that name
(RAGNAROK), know Scandinavian mythology pretty well?

-I think that "pagan" is a word which is "against christianity”, 's an
old word and therefore many-think it has something t.do with the
norse myth, it has too but we are not befievers of that myth. Anyway,
we use the name RAGNAROK because of the meaning of it and
mostly all metallers do know the meaning now. If not | can explain it
very shortly with another word... DOOMSDAY! When'the sun tums
black and the world-is surrounded with darkmess theri'a new time in
darkness becomes truel

What could be your reaction when someone thiows: “Ah, those RAGNAROK
just follow the trend with their paganism and myths...* You aren't really the
first praising the old times!

- have a great country:love but not at this time of Norway's history. |
like the old times very.much, and long before the trend of the myth in
music | was interested in this myth by reading it. We use some myth
in our lyrics but not“much as you szefor yourself. Some lyrics are
very much into the Norse myth, but some are just barbaric and
hateful lyrics which are the dream of the ‘battle against christians. |
use ofd warrior myths to do the lyrics more poetic and interasting
than just write *..Aaarghhh... Kill the christians". But as | said before,
the new Iyrics are different from the cld ones

- I'm not mistaken o band cafled PERDITION HEARSE existed o while
ago... Is it the roots of RAGNAROK, just another band, or probably you have
only ‘changed the moricker later on? Could you tell briefly on those
beginning steps?

-You have been mistaken about that assertiont PERDITION HEARSE
is another grest hand-from Sarpshorg; Culto of SHADOW DANCERS
was one of them, but it has been a while since they have produced
something. Anyway there isn't too long ago that I've heard that they
would release something, | don't want to go deeper in their story
because know too little about that band. Anyway it was a great band
and the new band of Cultoculus SHADOW DANGERS is a great band
too, but it isn't in the black metal music as you certainly know.

'm sure | was mistaken by the same PO BOX both RAGNAROK ond
SHADOW DANCERS wse. So again o question out of the fopic - about
*Sepulchral Noise” zine...

- think you are miking us with Culteculus projects. The "Sepulchral
Noise" zine is also one of his projeczs. And | can't say much of his
work, it's nict my case. It's a good zine anyway. Hait to Culto!

-Buck o your experience, you had only one demo out? What was the
tesponse like, ['ve heard the market was quite big an that piece of blackness?

-Qur first demo was nathing to be proud of, the sound was awfut
and only after the second rec. we were satisficd with the resutt
Hnfortunately it lasted just for a couple of months, hecauss of the CD
release
-How have you come up with the idea that demo tracks must appear on
(D? They-were too good to be missed on the album?

-The-demo wasn't released in a great number of fapes and that's
why we have them on the CD. And | must say that the world of
doomsdzy believers have to hear that piece of work too

| consider your cover artwark quite impressive, kinda mixing photo &
painting styles. Was it used to get that special feel of majesty or you wished

L. 10‘mix the nature and its artistic impression?

-We used a professional photographer on the front cover and three

‘_ of the other pictures. | did the rest of it We did used a kot of data

equipment to do the front cover anc | like the result. We borrowed
that equipment in a newspaper in Sarpsborg, and | have to thank
them for that. The photographer was also very interested in the CD
project and that helped us a lot. Just to mertion it for anyone
intérested the picturas were taker in the Oid Fortress of Halden. The
meaning of the front cover is shortly explained with the sentence
"Nattferd" (A gdourney through the Nighth. The Deathcruise of the Dark

Knights. Up from the Abyss do we walk gathered to crush the weak
andt fateful ones. We sth wail up the hilt and we stil have a joumey
in front of us but knights of the Unlight don't fike defeating and one
right will reach the top and avil will reign on this fuckin' weak earth

-As well | noticed that you packed your inlay slesves with photos of winter,
but your own photos were perpetuated:in summer. What can it mean?

-It's just that we took the band pietures in summer and that | ke
winter the best and the nature.is showing its power more in winter
anctless - in summer. | really don't care much about that, and by the
way the-photographer wasn't. connected with us befare the great
winter was-dead. | like to do the pictures in the wintertime because
of the art of nature is such majestic, you can see the wickedness in it
if you want to and have the eyes for it. For me it isn't just pictures..

-Wanted to ask about keyboard parts of "Nattfesd”. . Did you come up with
ideas and: Pal just perdormed them cr he thought them eut by himself? In
any case agree that he knows how to make it fight! What can you say about
him as an engineer?

-We have most of the-ideas but we are not that good at synth as he
is. Anyway he Is a.great musicianand he seems to know a lot about
many different music styles. He'ls a great engineer and he's getting
better and better, t's just great to fiwe him here in Sarpsharg,
Actually | look forward to do the next alburm with him in October

-Outside is 1996, that's three years passed from those historical events in
Norway, when everybody tried to judge about bands from "what they hove
done”, not “what they play”. Don't you feel times are changing ond
meanwhile those who deserved recognition hove already got if? Is it a
positive thing in your opinien? .

-Yes | can feel that times are changing, we have some mutual fights
in Norway but it's just a waste of time'| think. 1 think the music is
more important now and that's great but things which happen beside
the music are dlso important, so vwe can see christianity fall in defeat
faster. | think time wil change again in another way but the music will
always be the most important to me.

Tell your apinien on the latest infention in undergtound world fo mix black
metal with every other kind of stuff: folk, goth, dark, thrash, deam, occult
and fikes? You like such bands?

-BM is BM and it will shvays bt was a time where many styles
were mixed but that time will more ar less die. In my opinion therg's
some good result of mixing styles but | dorrt name it BM. | think the
more old BM fashion comas now. Not that nwch midng as it's
nowadays. We have to wait and see! | like atrmasphere in the music
and RAGNAROK will be one of these bands in the fitire

-in the band you seem to have different tastes about corpse-paint? Were
theie ony arques considering that Rym is quite significant figure in
RAGNAROK?

-Yes, three of us lke to have the paint in our own causes, and Ry
doesn't see why he would use it. But we respect him anyway, he is
great music player and he Just make mare and more magnificent
pieces. He is a very original persan in his own way and | fike that

-For the end tell what it's like o live in Sarpsborg?! At least in Lithuania
there's kinda myth it's full of blockers & quite known nomes in
underground... Do you often see Metalion, hanging out together? s he
responsible for your success?

-Saipshorg dogsn't have & very big BM scene, it | see that it's
growng i the  younger generation. ! don't have that much  contagt
with them. About Metalion, he is groat fiend and he is responsible
for a lot of things, but he has been n Australia for some maonths
now and he couldn't do- much from down hare, sc we had to work
hard to make RAGNAROK one of the big bands bt now as e i
back in business and im not sory about  that, Ol that's all
from the view of RAGNAROK for this time, and thanx for good
questions. And hall to all Knights of  Black Metal and you know
what to doll!

Trust my wore! - RAGNAROK 1ules!
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on this debut alburm.

indeed its special - very fast and intensive, kinda mix of MPALED
NAZARENE, BLASPHEMY/BESTIAL WARLUST and MARDUK. Like the latter
TSATTHOGGUA have some melody - supreme and dramatic, with infema
speeds aimost all the time, Surely it's better than BLASPHEMY due fo this
variety, and bizarre keyboard lines (performed by vacalist Norttwind). By the
way, False Prophet besides his bass distortion also takes some spews into the
mic.

Easy to call it apocalyptic metal - quite awesome, even they don't bring
much of fresh ideas, yet perform their extremity with a sure professionalism.
i better done a bit clearer sound - more drums and vocals in the final mix,
yelit's listenable. Sado/mazo perversions..

TYPHON

“Unholy Trilogy"

WARMASTER

Medetlin narcocartel influenced -black “metal?-Not exactly, rather a long
awaited debxt effort from “the truest' Colombian band. It should have been
released two years ago, and at least the result is here.

Unforfunately, thirtesn tracks aren’t satisfacting as one might expect and
suppose. TYPHON iy to- sound old and: ancient, tuning like VENOM or
BATHORY, but a decent difference is found bétween two generations. it's only
a try-out to 'sound @ interesting and“convinicing as the old ‘masters did.
TYPHON even try to combine various schools of old-way metal, though Dead
type of votalist simply-sounds ewful and-this kind of voice. makes+a lousy,
impression; . going with thrashy blaick. metal instrumental, parts. Yep, thrash
means a lof on the platter, but it's"so-primitive and boring-that you'd better
check out any old KREATOR or OVERKILL album then taking a single-listefi-to
TYPHON. As well Colombians don't have-enough power in these mid tempo
compositions - scunds quite-wegk-tor 1996, I's possible to cogmbine the spirt
of 80-ies with nowadays aggressiveriess a head better!

I'm sure about Butl Metal's feelings towards what he's making, vet wish some
better music next time. Costs $20 and limited to 1000.

ULTRAVIOLENCE

"Psycho Drara"

EARACHE

Furny lyrical concept for sogp- operas’ fans - maybe music will invoke some
tears elther? After an intense fisten to it - no way... Evenr it describes a: sad
modern story abgutdrug addict 15 yrs dd gid and any driller Killer, but sounds
as if it's done for some fun (and/or gaining a bit of money). Like these soap
operas

Right, Johnny Violent is well known underground techno music maker, but |
can't get a point why a part of this music must be commercialized?! Let he does
real dark hardcore techno, and the scene will be pleased. Or let he makes some
2 UNLIMITED follower fike stuff, and even more piople wil adore him. Some
tracks sound really interesting - darkly majestic march of "Murder Academy”,
mellow "Lovers” beauty; and joylul (even & bit commercial) "Heaven Is Oblivion”,
but a bunch of material is rot that good: Especialytm disappainted by female
vocals of Didi Goldhawk, she sounds-fike MTV popstar, huh.

Allin all this is techno musie, so why should | praise it. Not dark enough.

ULVER

"Bergtatt"

HEAD NOT FOUNDARICES OF WONDER

Can harmory melt info the Dbackground of darkness? No, when a
comprehension of the two is any-like but not perfect. Ideality of the matter
universal harmiony and lethel fatality still-can make one supreme blend at thie
qates of subconscious netherworld, Yes yes yes... it's possile for Wolves; the
pride of northermn undying spirits. Even dead by fiery-fames: of nowhere, they
had the bieeding pair of eyes, the hunger inside... Really for harmony within their
blustering souls™

Wolves sometimes qather together, when they feelthe same hunger, when their
eyes can't see due 1o the same dim ariety - why do they stil aren't unlzashed,
what kaeps them here being feverish, why their twinkliing eyeballs-stil pulse the
neverending energy”

"Bergtatt" is the reason, which made feel harmony for Wolves: Garm, Aismal,
Skoll, Haavard, Awarikian... They stepped back from their derkened caves and
left something... five capitels of the ald legend. The way. of telling it has tumed
unique end was told one and only time:.

f it stil remairs incomprenensible for anyone, bring -a- Norwegian-English
dictionary together and qo thru the-"Bergtatt" legend once mare. But I'm sorry,
i that case you know a pure nothing on THE MUSIC. Please write me and tell
that - you'll get your money spent on this magazing Dack.

ULVER

"kveldssanger"

HEAD NOT FOUNDADICES OF WONDER

Next gathering of Wolves vias much more canfidentd. They even left two of
the pack lurking in the twiight. That was-done for several reasons. Orie of them
was that "Kveldssanger" did without a big crew. it-turned like an individual art,
merging with the existential nature.

The result is obviously another, comparing to “Bergtatt® it must have been
accomplished without any fodern means - | mean’ hieavy.-weight guitar
distortion and harsh vocals. If the first.album was a biack metal masterpiece,
then the sophomere output has a feet of northern folkky tradition, wrapped in.the
manner that Wolves fike it - obscure and harmonious... Forget STORM; forget
ISENGARD - concentrate on the trio of Wolves, Acoustic melaricholy is not the
dominant - it might seem 50 on the first fisten; In:fact it carres some . bitter
approach - the cold, the calm of moving-shadows, and sweet smell of
righttlood. The same smel Wolves feel when their eyes tum full of thick red
streams...

Howling ig very important, but anyone anytime thought The Wolt can how! so
harmaniously, having the multidimensional wall of his howling? It's easy to make
pack brothiers join tim, and strangers to step aside from the crew of breeding
pack. But ULVER has a key for your kind of fierce - I'm sure...

The trilogy hasn't finished yet... Uhssblakk.

USURPER

"Diabolosis..."

HEAD NOT FOUNDAVOICES OF WONDER

It was quite surprising to find out that one of the most talked about band of
1995 signed a deal with a small yet dedicated Norwegian label. USURPER did a
arand promotional work with their only demo tape and they were quicKly offered
a decent deal

Vet don't be tlind or lulled by their extreme offering in *Visions from the Gods"
demo - | bet you will be quite surprised to check out kinda new USURPER on

"Diabolosis...". The main manners ae the same - dd school heavy metal
tracks, and here { mean a read heaviness in structures and composing. But
those who stifl expect the same raging blasts from the band can cool down -
it's far from that. | don't wanna say just this thing annoys me - it would be
stupid. Those slower lines fit really well here and there, and what comes to mind
is of curse CELTIC FROST. My problem is that | can't get info vokills of
Diaholical Slaughter - it simply is too hardcorish. And when USURPER start to
experiment with primitive guitar rub [ run to the nearest CELTIC FROST album
or at least put on “Visions..." demo.

To cut the story short | hope next ime USURPER will be not only good and
promising, but also great!!

V/A

"Death..is just The Beginning I

NUCLEAR BLAST/RELAPSE

Many many various bands are featured, almost the entire roester of bothr
labeis-and | guess no bigger outfitis missed, so just take a listen and everything
will beclear what those two labels are all about. Besides it features ‘sofme
unsigned teams and some fracks-of known ouffits (CRADLE OF FILTH,
KONKHRA),

Some shining examples are HYPOCRISY, THE ABYSS, SINISTER (their "Hate"
is thick as helll), KATAKLYSM, BRUTALITY... You see death metal rules on this
compilation. Though | wes slightly disappointed by new HUMAN REMAINS
{previously their psychodeath was darker). THERION and DNVINE EVE (now
CRMSON RELIC) are-good -in“their own styes, even other THERION tracks
from “Lepaca KliffofR" are worse than "Black’,

There are some unreleased exclusive tracks on the album, ke PUNGENT
STERCH "Tony", PURGE "Staned",” ENEMY SOIL “Common Ground" and
others, but they might be interesting for the foliowers of those_bands only (not
for me). A good way to check out lots of bands, though.

V/iA

"Death or Glory v, I

HEAYY METAL ROCK

it's ot yer usua compiation, as it features only three bands with 4-5 songs of
each:-50 it's'possibié o name as a three way-split album, exposing three bands.
For promotion and. attention this kind of stuff elps-a lot, yet-it's quite
probiematic 10 listen to:3uch mixed albums, especidlly when one or two outfits
are of & Jower quality.

Brazllien fabel presents of curse local musicians;-and ABSCESS guys are the
first..In-spite of a vomit-evoking monicker this five piece handle the instruments
in aright way, even their death metal is not any like supreme: or neat. Just 4 bit
outdated, thrashy and at the same fime listenable;

if .ABSCESS have got 18 minutes on the CD so PSYCHONEUROSIS
(marvélous name!) display what they know in 10 miftes. They know only used
and abused thrash with a screamy vocals - quite mediocre, if not.a weak stuff,

And tast but not least is EXTORSION (the best monicker-out of three) with their
ORCER FROM- CHAOS tip-off sound and similar compositions. Even 22
minutes {1} but pretty boring Brazilians ‘are much more primitive than OFC
were, and thrashy as well. But | quess this band can be quite a discovery for
OFC sound tovers. Personaly | stake on ABSCESS.

V/A

"The Holy Bible"

HOLY

Indeedy a useful compy to get one interested in what those French dudes are
doing with the scene's oddities, melodities or just true metal spirit keepers. No
way to stay aside fromwhat HOLY are doing nowadays, but there might be new
kids on the hock to check this wonderful progressive label out, so™-.why not
stérfing with a compy??

Exclusive material!! This must catch all you, HOLY fans {yes, there are just pure
laber fans who accept & loveal its musict) as you won't ever get any of these
10 tracks anywhere else - it's one and only appearance, so you'd better believe
it's something of a highest worth!!

What | mean are SEPTIC FLESH with gloomy “Woman of the Rings”, perfectly
fitting “ESOPTRON" essence, the France's nizarrest ELEND with epic 12 minute
“Birds of Dawn”, GRPHANED LAND with their strangely Gothenburg influenced
“Disciples of the Sacred Oath® and Finnish newcommers YEARNING, opering
ihe CD with calm but stit heavy goth metd in "Autumn Funeral”.

I bet-NIGHTFALL, SERENITY, ON THORNS | LAY could have made something
more exceplional, though they aren't bad-as.well as st not mentioned
GODSEND {live!), MISANTHROPE and TRISTITIA - the:way they are loved for!t

Exceptional tracks of exceptional bands on exceptional ‘compy of exceptional
abel.

V/A

"Identity 1I'

CENTURY MEDIA

A compilation refease of infamous label to introduce some new bands and
their refeases and to show what CENTURY MEDIA s about in -1996: -THE
GATHERING, SENTENCED,MOONSPELL, SAMAEL, EMPEROR :--the basic
nclear of the CENTURY MEDIA fame. Those bands make me adore this label,
and because.of they were or are reviewed lots of times in this magazine, 1'd just
say they're great. Of curse, there are some more cool CM bands, not featured
onthis CD.

But from other 13 cutfits, featured on this compilation, | can except only
NEVERMORE due to their real powerful metal, purely known, but.stit firm and
great. No wonder that SANCTUARY members appear in the line up. My wish is
to bury all the 12 enfire outfits cuz they are 1)trendy, 2)boring, 3jwithout any
sense of making anything deep + impressive. Drowned in a stinky American
shit, called industrial/nardcore/grunge scene... IGNORE!!

Let's have a hope that real masters wil be never thrown out of CENTURY
MEDIA.

V/A

“Infinite Visions Of Hell"

GHROUND ZERQ ENT.

Due to this compilation is released two vears back it might seem a bit
outdated nowadays as many bands featured have one or several albums out. It
simply proves that GROUND ZERO ENT. knew which bands to choose back
then. | mean MISANTHROPE, SEPTIC FLESH, ANCIENT RITES, KRABATHOR,
GODSEND, MYSTIC CHARM, THA-NORR, SALEM.. All of them are quite
known, at least in underground, white you read this. Yet the other contributors
(ITNDS, BLESSED SICKNESS, AVULSED, IDIOSYNCRASY, DMINE CHAQS)
simply are the examiples of bad music - lousy structured and even more lousy
performed... Ok, AVULSED seem 1o grow up since their “Carnivoracity” times,
but f'm not sure if we will ever hear about other four.

For those who seek some extra rare fracks, this might be worthless (yet
SALEM's "Dying Embers" is definifely an early raw version), as well as those
who know what I'm talking about above, but you, my younger reader, should buy
this & check out some cool & pretty bad death, black and doom metal bands.
Invest £17 and you'l get it

V/A

“In Memory Of CELTIC FROST"

DWELL

Afirm charm of this legerdary tribute is the presence of the scene's firest, the
diversity of teams featured, and the fact that almost all tunes are from the
brightest days of-CELTIC-FROST. Hell knows what happened to T. G. Warrior
who ain't that satisfied with the tribute, but his.awn new outfit APOLLYON'S SUN
contributes one track here 100! It also features S. Priestey on drums, and they
perform. "Babylon Fell" from “Into The Pandemonium” - a renewed version, but
still with a true feeling!

Along long CD is packed with mostly-"Morbid Tales" and “To Mega Therion*
songs and that's the paintl. Only GRAVE perform undying "Mesmerized"
(wonderful:version!) and MAYHEM play “Visual Aggression”. Yes, it's the first
official MAYHEM tune since "De Mysteriis...",.and | bet it torns. A new fine up is
as thick-as ever, and Maniac's vocals remind nothing else but "Deathorush”
times! The-cover is performed firmly, foot Besides some great job was made by
ENSLAVED ("Procreation of the Wicked" is no less ancient than CELTIC FROST
made i), OPETH {their 'Circle of The Tyrants” with a progressive fouch is
supreme, difficuit to imagine how those quys could use keyboard arangements
at times!!) and .(surprisel) INNER THOUGHT (they have madz one hefluva
smasher ‘out of "Morbid Tales" with techno like: drum machine and screamy
vocals - sounds decent!). Others are good-tog, and even weaker bands sound
trilliant when they ptay CELTIC FROST cut...

For the listening pleasure some bonuses are .included! EMPEROR cover
‘Massaera’ {py the way, Dirge Rep of GEHENNA plays drums down here) and
13 cover “Triumph of Death”. Mind you, that's the tracks of HELLHAMMER! So
just stick to it-your stereo as soon as you grab this unrepeatable tribute, the
price of which 15 $12 (tape) /. $16 (CD);:tustomers in Europe should add $2
per item,

V/A

“The Reincarnation Of The Sun”

DUNKEL

An electro/industrial/metal compilation of Norwegian bands, released 2,5 years
ago. Some bands have grown info quite:strong teams, others still remained
quite undergroundy... 78 minutes breathe of quite wide range of music, and
that's RED HARVEST, who start this up, offering their ranging blend of energetic
industrial/thrash - +sounds ™ quite juicy. No wonder that they have couple of
afbiums out. ANSTALT contrue with industrial, vet their synthetis ideas are much
more darkened and carry ‘Some techno groove - seven bandmembers should
still get some deeper result! Then VALHALL - a band which was siqned to
HEAD NOT FOUND and released - *Moonstoned" album already. | can't
understand why, though.-It's so primitive doom with no challenge and with lack
of elementar power. The weakest stuff of this compilation (well, Fenriz gone to
help them now, maybe things are going more smoothly?}). .

DUNKELHEIT and REMYL should be defined a8 industrial music makers, teo.
The first have the, strength of DIABOLOS RISING, the sick manner of GGEH.
and the energy of SKREW, Creating. quite harmonic noises the band is rather
promising. It s features. Erk Sontum, who .is responsible for DUNKEL
Productions. REMYL is.Jess dramatic; with more-space like effects and calmer
backgrounds. But -quite attractive::too. To sum these two outfils, they might
achieve something, expanding not traditional vibes of their music.

PILEDRIVER tries:10 combing -industrial with guitar induding music {it's difficuit
10 namie it.metal, as the sound is very weak), but so far their. compositions were
pretty primitive and not that much interesting. You'd better check out the last
track !Z6ot" performed by HUMID - a howling ambient/pragressive cutfit with a
slight.metal -edge,. but more lirking 10 atmospheric music. Some fikeness to
MONUMENTUM? Not, the other story - HUMID are simply. original and very
misanthropic... The best ottfit out of saven - for sure!

Price of this C0 is. 748/20DM - obtain!

V/A

“Repuisive Assault"

REPULSE

REPULSE stands for brutal form of death metal, so almest all 17 bands
featured arind the trousers pretty intensively, with 2-3 exceptions. Most of the
tracKs:are“featured from different REPULSE releases, so {1 be short and don't
repeat the same dready wiitten «down things: DERANGED, ADRAMELECH,
GOLGOTHA,  IMPRECATION,  MMOLATION, - AVULSER,  DARKIFED.
HETSHEADS, DEMILICH, REINCARNATION are reviewed elsewhere o it
"Brainstorm” #4.

Two outfits are featured from MORBID Records < CS.S.0. + HAEMORRHAGE
{inciuding ex AVULSED member). -Aind. it <ir LP reviews in other places as well.
GODFALL here present a demo'94 track “Watching The Foreverness' - a
deathvitrash blast with metody - definitely risch better stuft than their new MCD
on ABSTRACT EMOTIONS... Then a couple of American straight forward death
outfits, f DECREP(T is: quite interesing, even drawing. some basic-ideas from

IMMOLATION, so FLESHGRIND is a lousy clown-barid with no' creafivity, Music.-

of Spanish UNCREATION and. Swedish YOMITORY is-pretty raw, 160, First play
with the slow breaks and biasting medness, but don't breathe any originality, the
tatter-perform Swedish death metdl at its brutallest, though 1 liked their earlier
7"EP more. Still VOMITORY may achieve something.

This compitation is just a promotional release, but you can get it abtaining issue
#7 of "MorticiaNumskull* magazine.

V/A

"Under The Pagan Moon"

CYCLONIC

Fourteen pagarvblack formations accepted the offer to appear on this
compilation album, being the first release of new Canadian label. The boss Kirk
made his own choice picking them all, but once again it's clearly seen that
European side of this music still goes ahead of others - even 8 European bands
plus 3 israelian scene's representatives.

Summarizing it all you'll hardly find any exceptional sorg on the 73 minutes
CD, even several tunes sound promising and rich. Frenchmen OBSCURATION
{though being a bit death metal oriented), Belgians AVATAR (in spite of their
Scandinavian influences), German prophets of cold MOONBLOOD, already wel
known for you MELECHESH... dl of them have a strong basts, polished dark
ideas, but hard work stil awaits them for reaching the highest stars.

| was a hit surprised by Greek MEDIEVAL DEMON, Finnish CRIMSON
MIDWINTER, Brazilians SONGE D'ENFER, cuz these bands play good, though



the land of stone and fost

What you see here is not big nor exhaustive comment
on the trip to Norway. Maybe it's not usual ook to this
land, but anyway - quite special. | hope it help some
persons 1o treat themselves carefily in the north as well
as fearn some things you are never going 1o expect from
local people. Lord Ominous from ANUBI speaks..

Being long-haired you can easier learn what's going on
in Norway. The police will most probably catch for the
poorest trick, passing by drivers won't stop and so on.

If you think that you'l make a good travel 'n this land by
autostop as in Southern Europe, at least don't say it
loudly. fve tried this way - cheaper but exceptionaly
difficult. Prices in Norway are fabulously high in general,
so !t didn't let myself travel by bus and sleep in hotels.

It was in September-October 1995 when even the lower
part of Norway starts preparing for a winter sleep. |
resolved to travel with a tent. without a sleeping bag, but
with lots of jumpers, etc. Surely, an aluminium pot and ful
sack of groats, sausage, cheese and other food, not
mentioning already the clothes, which took up the biggest
part of place. | must say right away that | haven't slept
warmly a single night, all the time chattering my teeth and
awaiting the morning. It was up to 5 degrees below zero
at nights.

In spite of that the land made a huge impression. Fords,
mountains, my favourite fir-trees, stones and sounding
with red berries rowans in them. Fir-trees, hirches and
rowans are the main trees here.

And small towns left on me higger impression than, for
example, Oslo. Especially it was reflected. in-Sweden, let's
say Stromstad. Indeed magnificent horough. We shouldn't
forget “-SWORDMASTER. and , DISSECTION -come from

there.
One town in Norway we
called down curses upon, We
{that town is called Gol) stuck
there for two days and
couldnt go  out neither
forward nor back. It wouldn’t
be pleasant to spend next
night down there, as it's the
highest place we reached in
Norway, and the coldest
either. Through Gol we had to
reach Bergen, but it was stit
300 km away so to stick
somewhere deeper was no
wish at all to think.

In Bergen | had to visit
Unhedin from TAAKE. He was
the main inviter of myseff.
Somehow we've managed to
go out off the damned place,
but back already. | went in the
direction of Larvik to Jan
Wessel from DIES IRAE, but
haven't found him at home,
Then went for a walk in the

(ot Kirken

town and when it became dark | went to the grove to put a
tent. Passing the highway circle the police caught me. The
first question was if | have money, then - passport, and
there - why Norwegian visa is missing (which isn't
demanded), as they saw that Swedish'one is included. Even
a fallen out from my packet nut was an important object for
them. They found it and were surprised themselves that it's
a nut Then were asking f | was hungry. Did they do that
with courtesy? So, they took me in their own "Volvo" and
brought to the office. There said that I'm ilegal. It was quite
pleasant!!! Put for twenty four hours. Maybe you know what
for? | was waiting for deportation to Lithuania again, hut
they changed their mind and decided that 'm legal for af
that. But they have found some occult/satanic fiterature,
letters, flyers in my sack, developed my photos - found
ancient churches photoed there. That made them think that
I'm going fo burn them. I've got to answer cool to all their
questions which stired a smile desp in the heart. Asked
exhaustively what places and people I'd visited. They've
made some photos with tables, taken finger-prints. The
police was afraid that after the return | can make a
‘mission” in fire's honour. That's why they insured
themselves.

But wards are tidy, a soft bed with a bedding. For dinner
two sandwiches with mitk were brought. In the svening I've
asked to let take my own food. They have let. Next mot ning
we were seen off Norway to Sweden - by raft. Only when it
sailed away the police went aut.

Drivers also were afraid o take seeing me with rings,
leathery, black and long-haired. | saw their scary glare...
Drivers were complaining that they had a bad opinion about
long-haired persons. It's obvious that bm mafia played a
dark and frightening role in its land. As from the palice P've

got: to be a satenist is ilegal.

What's the fuck? Wnat a
society of cowards?

In Oslo | was visiting
TENEBRAS Vv, met

MOGNLORE, ISVIND. At that
time when MOONLORE were
mixing their recardings in Oslo
studio. Studios aren't different
there and here,

An  interesting  fact  that
TENEBRAS Q.M. member Andre
aid Even fram MOONLORE are
interested in toy soldiers. | don't
wanna comment In Oslo we
were in two metal shops. | was
in Euronymous’ one - very
small.

Oslo  doesn't have gothic
buildings. Their castle is erected
only in XVIIth century. | haven't
noticed any exceptionality of the
city either. At least small towns
are greater. And the nature
smothers everything.

The land of stone 2 rost,



They are from Norway.. performing some gloomy atmospheric
metal, comparable with country mates THEATRE OF TRAGEDY, old
THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL.. That shouldn't stop vou from
checking the band out as PARADIGMA combire some excellent
metal music and classical symphonic fines, thus belng absolutely
own and obviously unigue about their style. Everything yeu need is
to accept their riding natural tales - must love purity of sound..

The questions were answered by KJ Lervag (drums & percussion)
& Tom Kvatsvoll (hass vocals & lead guitars). Both quys showed a
great interest to answer my quests, 6 this intie happened to be real
informative (as all others in our magifh. Besides, Chris Eidskremi
(hess quitar), Zila (soprano vocals & keyboards) and Tom Erik
Evensen (tenor vacals & guitars) complete the line up, responsible
for "Mare Veris" CD last year and new mini album "Skadi" recently.
At the time being Tom s writing new material. It is Bely that the
other hand members wil also contribute to the songwriting. The
next full CO s due some time in 1997, PARADIGMA also hopes to
do some tourng connected with this release, but nothing is
confirmed yet.

Hello. For a start, what's the mood in the PARADIGMA camp these days?
What are your expectations or everykind-of-experience this hot summer?

KJ: -Hello to you too, Tadas. | have to disappaint you about the
weather, it's not very hot up here. Right now it's raining and a
temperature is below 12 C. Nothing to get sunburnt from, but we
write our songs Ndoars, so we have no complaints. We are currently
working on new material for our next album, which hopefully wil be
out some time in 97.

Tom: - have to disappoint you about the weather, too.... 1 Ive in
Qslo now, and its 25 to 30 C every day here. That's just too muchl
But my general mood is fine anyhow. Besides attempting to record
some demo tracks which ['l pass on to KJ, | am quite occupied
helping out at a mastering stuclio.

“Your new MCD *Skadi* was released some months ago. Can you tell me
pease what was the rsh fo release it... did you have some unreleased
tracks left from earlier, or did you just want to show your oudience a brief
example of your new experience? Wouldn't it be better to wait o bit and
make your next full length (5?

K. -Was it a rush? 10 months? Maybe, but we felf we wanted to
do it Right after the release of "Mare Veris", a kid named Eirik
showed up at cur rehearsals with a cello. It tumed out great, as his
presence made our music even more moody and beautiful. He even
played live on our releaseparty for that album, and has been with us
since. We recorded the Astral version of "Best Regards” for a
compiation CD, and also the RUSH cover "Witch Hunt" was
interded for a compilation. Nore of these comps were released, s0
we decided to include them on the MCD. In addition to this, we
wanted to recerd the MCD because we krew it would be quite
some time until our vext full lengther was ready.

Tom: -"Skadi" was important to us, and these five songs had to be
released on that CD. "Skadi" marks the ending of PARADIGMAS first

era, which consists of "Mare Varis” and the fatter. These two CDs .

are to be considered as two different sides of one issue. Therefore, |
think it suits "Skadi® to include two rerecardings of older tracks,
They show where we have been, and at the same time a glimpse of
where we wil go. I'd like to add that "Skacl" is 30 mins long, 5o it's
not much shortar than marty full length CDs.

-Inyour opinion, did the music itsetf o your manner of composing change
more or less comparing both refeases? Do you think youve got more
experience during the last year?

KJ: -Our music is constantly developing and changing. t would be
meaningless to write the same song ten times. We are artists, and
that is always a challenge we meet by warking thoroughly on each
compasition.

Tom: -Yes, that's true. Our spirit and general musical goals don't
change, but we always discover new territory. My personat way of
composing hasn't changed very much these last three years. But |
have more axparience, and conseguently, good ideas come easier
when | need them. At the same time, | am more critical to our songs
now than, say, two years back. Without self-criticism one won't get
anywhere. -

-What about the titles "Mate Veris' atid "Skadi" - you seem to like Latin?
Do the two titles have something in con::non, or are they just coinddental?
And what do they mean?

KJ: -"Mare Veris" is, as you say, in Latin. Directly translated, it
means "Sea of Spring”. "Skadi" is not Latin. This is the Engfish name
for our Norwegian Jotunwoman Skade

Tom: -By "sea of spring® we mean our sprng. The spring of blissful
mourning chants. The birth of the raptured darkness of the tribe
PARADIGMA. "Mare Veris" is also one of the dark patches on the
moon. "Skadi", yes. Away with the spring, straight into wirter... In
Norwegian folkiore, she was symbolic of winter's peaceful slumber
and howling winter storms. In the myths, she was once married to
Niord - the god of sea and wind, who was also the personification of
summer. Not surprisingly, she abandoned him in favour of Uller, the
wintergod. Niord couldn't bear nine nights i Thrym-heim, and Skadi
couldn't stand the thwee nights i Noatun either. Symbolism
pertaining to winter vs. summer. And other things. Skadi is important
fo us, as she symbofizes our heathen hearts altogether. Lnder Fer
white veil the dead seeds await a new spring. That which once was.
That which is from us bereft. Inevitably, as winter, she is our symbol
of death. The death of ...

-On the other hand you seem to prefer English for your lyrical expression.
I'd like to know why. What about :ng Latin (that would fit perfecty to
your musical orchestrations!) or native Norwegian?

KJ: -English s the uftimate o language, and everybody
understands it. What's the point in writing great yrics if nobody
understands them? Don't get me wrong here, I'm not saying we'll
never wiite in other languages. n fact, we have.. but | won't tel
anything more about that, you'll have to wait for our next album

-I'm not sure if you agree, but to me it's Zilla's voice that makes
your compositions outstanding, especially when she's singing the
lead vocals. It's also her main performance, and yours more as an



accompaniment kind of thing in my opinion! What do you think?? |
must admit your job is really perfectly done - one must just fisten to
the tracks ignoring the vocals and he will agree.

Jom: -Eh, lost you at the end there... do you mean you must ignore
the vocals to fully understand the music? (NOT! - T) I surely hope
not! The vocals and the music are two sides of the very same
matter. Anyway, I'm pleased that you like Zil's vocals. We are three
vacafists In this band, and people are of different minds concerning
who's our actual lead vocalist. Personally | don't care. The three
vocalists represent necessary elements, of which all are important,

KJ: -Some think Zila is the main vocalist, some think Tom Erik
whilst some again say Tom is the chief. The truth s - none &,
Everyone has their specific responshility and none of them are
arquing about that... | hope.

-To sum up the whole composing, the ather (male) vocals add the most
atmospheres and that particular gloomy, even medieval and bombastic feel
at times. What other vocol experimentations would you fike to do further
on?

Tom: - think our three voices are quite sufficientl At least, we
haven't any plans of doing anything very different from that right
now, Qur three individual vocalists will improve and maybe change a
fitthe, but that's all,

-Norway is still associated with black metal to many people, but | dare fo
state that more and more brilliant atmospheric metal bands come fom over
therel What do you think? What's yaur point of view about THEATRE OF
TRAGEDY, by the way?

KJ: - have only heard ane of their s0Ngs, but I've read somewhere
that they sound a bit fike us. If that's the case, then they ought to be

geed, or what? And [ think you're right in your assumption. There are
acouple of excelent bands that don't play bm from this country,

Tom: -Tommy (THEATRE) stffered a stroke not long ago, and | sure
hope he will recover. | think they're a decent band and think they
deserve all the success they can get. They're just about in the same
position as us, although we've never been influenced by each other.
Maybe they're a bt more ordinary doom/death.

- know you listen to many kinds of music, but please tefl me, which
{new?) metal bands ottract your attention? | believe you have some good
pals among the black metallers, too?

KJ: -The last CDs | bought was ARCTURLIS, SISTERS OF MERCY,
the first CATHEDRAL CD, PENTAGRAM and Jue Cruise. A nice
mixture of diverse music. The way | like it to be. | don't know any
black metallers personally. in fact, PARADIGMA is the only metal
band from Alestnd that has released abums.

Tom: -Since 've moved, I've got more in touch with the "black
metallers' as you call them. Garm sometimes works at the mastering
studio where I'm an apprentice, | occasionafly hang out with thoss |
feel comfartable with, such as "black metallers”, “doom metallers
and so on. As long.as they've got some integrity. New metal bands
that 1 #ke? Humm, | don't know... None of the ones | listen to are
very new. I'm a bit lazy, so | rarely notice a band until it has been
active for a year or two. Which is just as well, as a band need that
time to get tight and quality oriented. Some {metal) bands 1 ke are
FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM (which nobody has heard of), MY DYING
BRIDE (a totally unknown band from Bradfordh, £SOTERIC
(Birmingham's nicest bays), et Some Norwegian bands | fisten to
are VED BUENS ENDE and OLD MAN'S CHILD. .Did you notice that
Ionly mentioned bands from Norway and the UK??

-That should mean something! Maybe Biits and Norse pecple have ony

common mood in your sybconscious?! About that nature thing... using
those great photos & some inspirafion for your yrics, dont you feel you can
be mistaken for being o Norse/Viking/Pagan band?

Tom: -We are proud of our natiity, nature and heritage. We are
true-hearted Heathens, so in that sense we are a Pagan band.
Although we don't use our personal convictions as an image. No, |
don't think anybody takes us for being a Viking band.

KJ: -You don't have to play so called Viking metal to express
feelings connected with nature.

-What can you ell those who think that PaganismyOccultism is meart o
expess feeling connected with nature?

Tom: -Paganism and Occultism IS pure expression of unity with
nature. But never confuse this with those image bands that claim to
be "oceut" or whatever without having the slightest clue of what
they're talking about. Far too many confuse the terms acoultism and
mythology. Many even put pure fantasy tales in one of those two
branches. These three terms are to some extent connected/Telatad
to one another, but they should still not be canfused with eachother.

In his letter Tom mentioned he's working on a side project
THRAWN as well Music is said to be more chaotic than
PARADIGMA, but o further comments were given. K.J appears here
too, as well as Greg (vocaks, effects) from ESOTERIC! Yat THRAWN
won't compete with PARADIGMA in any way, as it's solely a side
project. The CD will be released on a decent fabel, even no deals
won't be signed until the recording is complete.

-If you lived in a different (warmer?) country, would your music be as it is
todoy? f mean, do those landscapes or your mentality have that main
influence on the whole creative process?

Prokoffiev thoroughly. | owe them a lot when it comes to my
knowledge of melancholic structures and musical passion

-How did you choose the artwork for *Mare Veris” and *Skadi*? Did you
wanit some abstract paintings fo represent the mood of the albums or their
Iyiical side? What about John Rostad's style and works?

KJ: -1t was a coincidence. | was on a shopping round in- our
hometown when | walked into this art shop. John Rostad's paintings
were filing the walls, and | fell in love with them. | bought five
paintings. When | showed them to the rest of the band, we decided
to use a very suitable one for the cover of "Mare Veris". Later, we
Just happened to have one that was perfect for the "Skad® concept.
Rostad s an older man, but he was fiattered that we wanted to use
his art for our athum covers, All he asked for was a copy of each
album. | don't know if he fiked the music though, but he sure liked
the artwark,

-Do you like to experiment with your wiitten tracks, maybe making some
new (ambient/acoustic/tocky) versions later on? Are you keen on covering
other bands' works? What kind of music would that be?

Kd: -Such things aren't planned. They just happen. But there will
always be some weird stuff on our forthcoming EPs and MCDs,

Tom: -You know we've done some of that stuff already. The risk of
overfocusing on old material is eviclent, so we shouldn't rerecord
new versions too often. We thought about doing an acoustic
interpretation of "Journey's End” but we diready did two of the
tracks of that album. Enough is enough. As for cover versions, we do
some five. We played some NYMPHS and BLACK SABBATH on our
last two gigs. -

-Will your next release be on HNF again? Would you like to get some

Tom: -Interesting fne of thoughts... | personally draw much
inspiration and experience different atmospheres thanks to our
naturs: landscapes, weather and seasons. Yet my mentality would
have been the same wherever | ived. Because | create images and
abstract atmospheres within my mind when composing, | find it fikely
to befieve that our music would be more or kess the same rio matter
where the band was located. After al, using nature is merely a way of
helping myseff through the creative process. | cannot write about the
sun when the sun is not my mental reaim.

KJ: -F think our music would have sounded different if we fved
somewhere else, cause it's what you see and hear outside your door
that reflects your personality. Not much maybe, but enough. | don't
think | could write about winter if | hadn't experienced it myself.

Tom: -We otviously disagree. | think one's personality is set before
the exterior, so therefore what's outside your door won't really matter
in the end. Not to one's basic mentality. But | agree with you when
talking about describing exterior events, like winter. Such things must
be exparienced

-1t was a bit shange for me o learn that you listen fo various (Russiant)
composers, while you didn't mention Edward Grieg or any other Norwegians!
Don't you love their music? Or does it go withaut saying that you like them?

Tom: -Grieg, Halvorsen and the rest of the Norse pack were too
romantic. | fove " the Hall of the Mountain King", "Ase's Death" and
some of the other stuff from Grieg's "Peer Gynt", but that's it. 'm
more info the Russian composers, yes. They had a more
unpredictable, chaotic and depressive way of expressing themselves.
Nothing, absoltely nothing is more absorbingly passionate for me
than to indulge myself in a dimly lit room embraced by the bitter
sweet tones from "Rite of Spring” or my favourite parts of "Rome &
Julet”. Ive studied the works of, for instance, Stravinsky and

bigger lubel to handle things more widely or giving you better conditions to
promote yoursefves and tour?

Tom: -A small formality: We're-signed on VOICES OF WONDER.
Whether the next album should be ot on VOW/HNF or Jast VOW, is up
to us and the labels, :

KJ: -We still have an alburm ar two to do for VOICES. If we're agiven the
Tight offer, we'll sign. As any other musicians, we wart to sefl records Our
goal s 1o make a ving out of playing the music we love. So It's in our
interest to be signed on a latel that gives us the best conditions,

Tom: -The guys at VOICES OF WONDER and HEAD NOT FOUND know
Us well and ars cool to work with, That's a great advantage, so we'll stick
to them untess some higger fabe! with reliabifity makes an offer we cai't
refuse.

-What is your main idea for developing and confinuing PARADIGMA? Are you
sure you will have intesest in i, say, 10 yeors from now?

KJ: -Alet can happen in ten years, It's impossible for me to know what
the future will bring, but we all hape PARADIGMA will be alive in 2006.

Torn: -1 befieve PARADIGMA will survive, | doubt that al its present
members will stick around for a whole ten years, but the hand #tself fives
a life of its own. It won't vield without a hel of a struggle! Ton in half,
tipped wide open, crippled, Mo matter what, PAPADIGMA wit Qvercome,
Being a doom bard it's bound to grow on hardship.

-Ok quys, thanks for your time and in depth answers explaining me and
readers some things | was eager to learn!

Tom: -No problem. This interview was one of the more Interesting ones
we'va received for some time

To the end notice that PARADIGMA's T-shirts and longsizeves (colour
print and poem on back) are avaiizbie for $16/823 fom the band
addrass, which is valid for THE LAIR distribution as well, You must ash
about free colour posters ioo! Inguire.,



alburrrggh

not bothering about originality. Yoy can hear old wave thrash influences in the
first example, extreme bm in second , and typical northem bm - in third case.
Some creators not worth of mention are English RAGNARUK (don”s miss with
mighty Norwegians), Brazifans MALKUTH - il's a mislake lo see them leatured.
And 1 ostil havent mentioned BISHOP OF HEXEN, EMBER, PROFANUM,
GRIMOIRE, SOLSTAFIR - some of them are better, some - worse, you'll judge
atter obtaining a compy for $17.

V/A

"WAR. compilation”

WRONG AGAIN

Released quite a while ago, this compilation album siill shines as the bright
jewel in the actumaal jimble of soll. And yes, it won't be bured neither by water
and ctust, nor by the other great musical experiences hy those and other hands.

You can imagine how wanied [his stulf was during the time of its refease: back
then only MISCREANT track was herd! The whole bunch of medieval and evil
melodies had eltber Iheir first shape (| mean later on they were rerccorded) or
sinply were released. Fven the single TORMFNTOR cover "Elisal heth Bathor™
perfarmed by DISSECTION is worth of $18 this disc stands forl! Not forgetting
now classics "Ever Dying® by IN FLAMES, "Punish My Heaven' by DARK
TRANQUILLITY, "Where Dead Ange's Lie" by DISSECTION... Mind you, anywhere
alse bt here you'l get the last two unreleased EUGHARIST sorgs, KATATON NIA'S
new comaositions with Lord J.Renkse on vosals only!! CERFMONIAI OATH
attracts my attention with perfect sorethroat o neverchanging Anders Fricen,
while their playing stil lacks something, MOURNING SIGN brings one track "En
To Pan" from debut atbum reviewed elsewhere, and ending up - PURGATORIUM,
which is not that much melodic, but quite ok as well. Ton oul of ten.

VADER

"Sothis"

MASSVE/REPULSE

Greal hat Polish legend slarts to tum into international legend, as more and
mare inflieial people from media begin 1o acmire the music of VADER
REPULSE Records go so far thal decides o rercloase the band's MCD of 1994
originally being pressad only in 500 copies for Poland

And it's a very cool decision, b se VADER is much more stronger on this
platler than on a debit album. inclucles the very besl what was showed
oarlier Take "Crucifed Ones”, "Chags" from "The UNimate Incantalion” and
imagine that such intensity i mixed with superior solos, excellent, U thick p'ayiny
and decent prockiction. There aie hvee lacks {""he Wralh" rules!). intro and
aulrn ing-rumentals, before 4 classie "Black Sabbath” paps out! A dark version,
hatelly fitting VADER style, it souncks really brilbant!!

The only thing which 1 liken more on a dehut is vocal slyle of Peler - he nimed
a bit soter, with ifences of desperaie soream, while carier growls wore 50
dak and hatefl... |le continues with that on the two releases of VADER in 1986
- MCD and new full fength "De Profundis™ on IMPACT records. Ordet them and
add "Soihis" for your collection!! $10

VALEFOR

"Death Magiek"

DEATH FACTORY/COLD MEAT INDUSTRY

What the heb?! s nol a Lilhuanian band, but a new project of Baron
Drakkhoim Abackdon, known from counticss otfier projects and bands ( SORAT=,
DARKNESS ENSHROUD, BLACK FINERALY. I'm not sure but quess Baron wes
the latter with this monicker, however he managed 1o release the CD first. In any
case monickers ain’t idenlical. So VALEFUR had one demo tape "Burning
Gorpses”, releaserd back in late 1995,

(%, lake MZ.412, MENTAL DESTRUCTION, MELEK-THA . To cul the story
short - this is n the purely same vein, and no invention is this "magick". For
some ambignt/dark freaks - mayba. For me - not. To get a chance for mixing
vanous sound effects and simple industrial noise stil doesn't mean you can do
an oultstanding proj The dark isnt very common here, in nihar words,
Probadly for me, bu fistening io this you'l agree thal darkness ain't the right
word here. This m rend invoking and that's bad.

Find yourselves what is a real nightmare, and what ia only cliche weak try out to
look dark

VOICE OF DESTRUCTION

"Bloedrivier"

MORBID

Sl Alrican ouliit with hugedong/incredable slory, counding 10 years of
existence, has recently broken thru, and this album is a proof of that They
relocaled to London, so cal il AfroEuropean unit, but stil the -ools arg in south.
They'e hired "Academy" awd done one hellva recording, at first released in 3
song MCD single, and now - debut full length record

Musically the alum represents the entire life of VOICE OF DESTRUCTION. The
fact is that they started as a punk band, *hen chaned into harccore, thrash,
dealh melal... hul it was nol a handwagon juming  rather nalural progression.
So hesides deathihrash lnes [here are some caimer heavy melal
compositions, and also punky “Jou Ma Se Poes”. Diverse stylos make this
retease 2 bil too molley, hut the dedication of metal huddies still prevails

Not the new star in the yet listenable music and catchy playing. it migh:
please those who like it simple, powerful and wilh sofler breaks at lmes.
Allicaargh...

VONDUR

"Slridsy firlysing"

NECROPOLIS

Controversial album from hotror darkwave pioneers it and All (both known from
the: first dise by ABRLUPTUM), who decided <0 join forces again with this new
projecl. Aclually the repertoire includes five tracks writen back in 1984-1987,
50 *his can be named as a retrospective of bolh watriors. Wet,- 18 tunes all in all
are exposed, so Lhere's encugh place tor new comipositions as wob

Al fies! 1 aould™t geL a point whal's the idea of VONDUR - many various musical
exremisms, several calm almospheric monuments with keyhoards and sound of
buring wood... They do niol go {ogelher, remaining like several different moods
of both creators. Guess |he extremizy is sUll the main thing - just check out that
airty sound, primilive gutlar 1iffs and raw nolsy drums. Yet hese breaks
stil' lead me astray - it's odd, kinda minutes of silence between space
battles?? But this is differont om MUSSORGSKL Effects are natura!, less
accented are space sounds.

Next effort {f there's any) must be more levellad, but debut wark should
checked out 100, because it's rare Lhing 1o see so own glance al
tremity! There are no nuctear weapons, there's only VONDUR! Against
INFALED NAZARENE??

ALTAIR

prome'96

It's not easy to make any conclusion on this French outfit according to s
rehearsal sound and very raw production. | was told by Yvan his band olays
black/death, but as far as those tracks go it has more to do wilh deathvihrash
with some screams every now and then, and one fast fing in "Dream I
Silence”... If it were anything black then definitely not the inslrumental bart.

Hopefully better production will show some good instrumentation (yet it's still
nothing special in thrashy ficld), but F'm sure vocals will suck as il's such on (his
recording. At least they must try to improve or get another growler.

What?! This band says to produce a tape LP soon?? Close down those jokes
and name it debut demo instead...

A MIND CONFUSED

"Poems OF A Darker Sou!" demo'96

NEAR DARK

One more neodealh metal band fiom Sweden with helish sereams and
stunning melodies.. At first it seems ke A MIND CONFUSED is nothing
peculiar, repeating what was once discovered by NARK TRANQUILLITY, AT THE
GATES and fikes. Yet after decent listening fhis band grows in one’s eyes, having
a1 own approach to that mix of melody, heavy metal and inlensive becswarnt
riffs

Actually it's the second tape ty the band, the first vas releasad last year. The
musicians swarted it as a oroject in 1993, yet now all iour members concentrale
on tis, and | bet they'l break thry quite quickly. ST not that remenaous
material fike the leaciers of the soene do, but with a goad ground for the future
By Ihe way, a lmiled 1000 copies 7'EP 'Ot OF Chaos Spawned” wilt be
released hrough NEAR DARK an st August and it feature two new songs
Look out for it, and meanwhile try this six track demo for 30 SKR/5 USD. If we
call this bimeh of new bands as a second (or third?) wave of ATG followers, so
why shouldn't those guys be their leaders?

ANOTHER DAY

ouh {The Caslle of llusions) cassette-mP'96

CARDEN OF GRIEF

Another Mtalian band from Rome, presenting this 28 minutes recording (ulf of
sachess, grief, melancholy, bul having a decent attack of melalic sirength and
heailhy rage.’| suppose its the first proposal of ANOTHER DAY - iUs fell in the
production and several untight play ups of musicians. Other than thal - tapes,
colour covers, renording are of desiratle for cassette-EP quality,

Kafians don’t break any rules, doing metal is atmospheric/stiict way, depending
on every rack and separale rilfs. Opening “All'Apparir Del Vero™ is almost
symphonic, including female singing, a1d next three Lacks bring Up extemily.
Vocals change 1oo - from quile lousy growls in one {0 screamy desperation i
another track. Summary aboat everything written woul be  promising
progressing Lvashy/doomy death melal with conclusions beng made. alter
anqther (coupla?) releases. The best track is lille one.

You can get it Irom Lhe label and from "Leao Takas" address lor $6 (Liclwal -
1040.

ANUBI

"Mirties Metalora® demo'85

DANGUS/ART

Al last the dark meaning of ANUR! was opened! Nol by anyone else, bul by
the creators themselves (namely, Lord Ominous and Thoth). They brought
togather somelhing really outsianding this ime, revealing the origins of those
deserts they aways wanled lo intoduce by that dark and enchanling
soundspectre.

Mind you, with every refease ANUBI gel more and mere praises, and altention
100. 11 spite of some fans Admiration, Tirst lwo demos weren't that masterful
Bt "Mirties Melalora® simply shows thal improvemen:, which continues
qrowing! Here dark Eqyptian philasophy and ritual hypnotic fhunderstorms niix
with metal overtures, reminding some older black metal bands. Lord Ominous
holds o1 the mood\ with his vocal colds and burning heats. Bass line {as usua!
for ANUBI) conl off Ihe fury, and great temper of both flule and sax make
(‘vvry spinning [urher, Only he storm remaing...

“m sire it's the last demo of ANUBI, and soon that majesty will lake a clears:
form, reaching much more ears. 7'EP is upcoming on DANZA IPNCTICA, and
faier on - full-length release most lkely on ART. Get it for 8 Lt {Lielwoje.ifd
LISD from our adress

AVULSED

promo'85

The most recent recording of Spanish extremos before putling together a
debt album "Eminence In Putrescenc echiled for later part of the year. For
the first time those two prolonged composiions feature new members Juancar
{lead & rhythm quizar) and Fumi (drums).

To be honest, | was quile sceptical finding this tape in the box, bul already the
first listen made me change my mind! So fa AVLILSED were nothing but an
amaceurish demo band, as they always were facking some tightness, some skills
and some gooc ideas to keep the music interesting or at least possible Lo islen

Both new Iracks pulse wilh a low-luned enarqy, and sheer brulaltly is not only
fochnically p:‘rmrmori bul also is difuted wilh some slower passages and have
you heard i?) singing of Dave Rollen (at Fmes, of curse). The music itsel
seems to inchide some IMMOLATION and DEMIGOD hacks, that's nat sirange:
You may call it siraight forward dealh melal anyway.

Hopelully AVULSCD witt progress further on, and for 1996 | hope heir album
will be at least listenable:

BEHEADED

"Souldeart” demn95

Four tunes ot brutakgrinding deatn are propoesed bya Mame;samtm . prefering
10 sound brutal s low tuned. Since their ingepiion in 18811 the first
demo of e bant:-cue 1 ine i problems;and growmg improvement. Al
tasl they Spposed s b AB .

Semi-technical. glavmg ’le i
going), gargling vacals {Jo6 Placek's milence) and: Iyprm! songwriting
BEHEADED pésform it good. endugh; he recérding doesn’t destroy the
music. But o be at least noticeable they still must wiite betier slufl, to
polish their techaicsThere's no other way with such style nowadays:

My Stirgrsdo - hear acoustic parts and some synihgthiu the demo -
nalurally BEHEADED W find right way with Ahis.open minded ideas. So
far Incir demo costs $7 (Europe/Es worldy™

CABAL
"Miror of Fanfasies” cema'95

Recording sessigns of this demo were going al the same time as for split
7°EP with EINGOR freviewed in another s&mmm, 50 sound ana music are quite

simifar. Five sAging fnes of usual 0 tpure foranVosalsare guttural
and barkmg’?l Jimess::Iniendy ofJhes band is more: deceptive %8 ey don't
s:sake neifper slaw (oW to thetemposiol WINTER. Al least
Hulteatner. catchiy.g0 fy ke alislen i riot a roblem
ot Blitiaoning death etk apgear. once reminding
DEMIGOD fi, e track, anbilher e Sone melodiglis fhrsa:
1 ancient feekstit keehs it listenable, though:if you-bave a ()fnhen]
“Bitdeath melak fapes or LPs, you'dBeller leave this 07 BABAL
is for those who fike death melal in a traditional way, ana without keyboards, by
the way. In any case six year experience still hasn't given any chances for the
band, and wilh his demo CABAL carejust sxpect nice refuses from the lane's

CASKET

"Meant 1o be dead” (romg! 96

This recording had l)een mmn( 10 b iraluasstt.as a*mini €D, according 10
some flyers, yet thig prOJeﬂ whs mgant:ta_be gead and-what | nave In ny
stereo is a promestape;of this Cermaa o nm‘e Théhantt had aready thiee
demos released s bSlaried i 99T withian ovemll shreisgting of 450 Lrils
not that migeh ingged,

Listeningzto hose v racks | can understand why, thotigh.., The HIUsic
CASKFT pertacmis-of i very-standara matner, yplcal German dealh i
played:iria‘mid fempo-aiid igpeating: itselfiouer aio.over again, Vosals remi A
caily ETESHERANE and instrumental par {18 sttgioht forward dBati nigtal.

Impossidle 10 be nolicky playing:this sk’ evepdn 1991, 50 Torget it s 5000
as you fislen to a new FEESHC PAWL gy, Promotave is lor sale ol DM
108D 7 price

CLANDESTINE

*Himarle Konie" demo'96

Don't suppose it lo be ENTOMBED Llown hand. sven s no less brutal death
metal {and much more brutal thal) newsdays CNTONMBLD). CLANDESTINE hal
from Polish lown Swinoujscie, presenting Their almost ul leng'h lape with 10
songs Of raw primitive death/thrash with brutah manner. But just o label te
hand like: this would he unfair as together with extieme qmqu compositions
some slower mid lempo tunes appear likg "Crlowiek | morze”. ! like those
more, as they brealhe of deaper composing, showing CLANDESTING as quie
thoughtiu! band, not the primitive dm gurgle.

As noficed they sing in ralive language (three dyrics are taken off
ChRatdelaire and translated into Polish) yet it's Aimost the same as vecalist X
growls vaguely - he mustinprove with that simole growling. They st look fer
own shyle on Inis recording - ir's possib'e to choose from 10 1 a nex!t
time ofler pretty polished neat maleriel, So far the ry is average, but fistenable
Ask lor price from the band

CORE

"Collapse” demo'd6

Braziian angry four piece band, not torluring core music, bul inclucding this
style togethier with much harsher metal st ailher. Four tracks ave exposerlon
this demo tape, explaining the views ol young guys 10 the world of ies. Thig is
brutal, This is extreme. Bul Ihis is shotsand limes heare mixire of el and
haricore - made in really agaressive way. Fven PANTERA quys can'l sland in
one line with GORE if we speak about haavy mamer of the music. Sut in
general this malerial ain't something o scream aboul. Guilar vills are thrashy,
rhythms are fast or poundingly groovy (played good though), vocels
Thrash melal stilt mfluence CORE, bt 1 guoss they will tum therr by
so0n. 'd be glad to be at faufl about this

Dumno the price, ask from the band. Knowing Srazifian and other Southern
melaliers’ works, Ihia is qualitative material anyway.

CRAWCELL

"Divorced Nom Sanily” demo’95

CRAWCELL Bs another Danish outfit, the lane of which was sent by Michact H
Andersen (the owner of FMANZIPATION Prod. and NMICHTY nagazine)
Ohvicusly he participates here with the voca! d s well a3 in WITHERING
SURFACE - see review, hut what was my surprise CRAWCELL play a shilty
ing of ho/death with thiash overtones. Can'l sfand i sincerely. Ignore:
MACHINE HEAD and all their tolfowers.

The same sWil over and over agais, with windless grooves as they call It
Can't fisten to yelling voice of Michael and dumb distorsion o: real death metal
Even though Jakob Cunce! fanother WITHERING SLRFACE member) likes
parl, 100, Can't agres wilh the band they don'l giva A damn aboul Irends! ™his
music is trendy nowadays, guys. Available for 6 USD/10 DM/A0 DKR.

DAMAGED

nromo'96

Read please DAMAGED MCD review elsewhere, ten notice its thei nevest
eftorl - 3 trx recorded ive in 3 hors on 16th January. Tape is supposed 1 gel
anew deal as the band parled ways with RLACKCHOLC Rec,

Well, DAMAGED st grind tho panls oul. with the usual rage and decent
ageression. Probahly this time they yel incr 1 death melal thing, at limes
sounding auite mid tempo with heavy as f still donl keen an the
vocalis|, especially s he's calched "ere with no d

5 :
0, he fahels which like mela! at the brutaliest (RELAPSL? REPUSE?), you

shou'd not miss those Aussies. At least they do it no worse than those which
are under your wordship. DAMAGED as well have teached almast a it status
in their homeland (that also niight he'p these grinde il
band and ask aboul the prices of earlier refeases (his lane is not for saled.

DECIMATION

*Power of lhe Misunderstoor” demo'95

Ganadians wanl 1o sound brulal, and Lheir heavy weightod tape can be
inigresting 1o the game kind of bratal youngsters whgsdonl mow how 10
express themselves n amer jrteffigent way.

I mean i soblem:giidentity: agaiiThe form el iy qu\lb LODVIHLIH(J bt
just to cofty anyoneselse is very amalel DECIMATION can go a5 far as ‘ocdl
Rimauski 2dcatiest’ Bappens By (His ey simply wit reach the bg of thoir
career. [U's hgk amx 6f playing, ok, thgycan cantinhie with Jhat “rital natune”

Though [agr’ tqny i, thatioure, death metah It funiy Hut®thrashing: feven
technically al times) guilars Can't go with brulal vocal duc of male Palrick anit
female Marika) and grinding drums atlacks. The ‘inal resul gets a shape of sily
prutatzed thrash motal.

Non™ pay $6 for this 6 lrack demo, and better ask the band whelhar il's
going to continue with that mediocrs songwriting.

DEMISE
"Luscious Corpse” demo'96

-



demorgue

"We're a new hand from Seville and play gring in SUFFOCATION, CANNIBAL
CORPSE, DEICIDE,SINISTER vein' - says Antonio in his introducing letter.
What should ! add?! The only *hing which slill can evoke some attention to
“his should be a perfect playing and cool production. Otherwise such lype of
banas can call themselves lotal losers, boring the scene with another pain-in-
1hy-ass refease.

Pradution-wise those four tracks suffer from awful drums remminq, and
the fack of smart final mix, and when it comes to the performance, it's at least
bearable. In spite of shitly recording, Domin is areacy one hell of a arummer
{my respect) and the rest do dedicale their souls into what they're doing.
That's why lhis debul recording of another clown hand might still be interesting
¢ a few freaks who still aren't fed up by countless SUFFODEICORPSE clown
tlenos, flowing from States... Then try Spanish version for §3,6.

DORMANT MISERY

"The World Beyond..." demo'05

Braumschweig based lour piece claim to play death metal in brulal technical
way. Lel's see.. s their first official recording, 5o my guess was right - that
said technics are quite average’here on, ani, bratalit
worked“oat Hithe perfection deceit ficing: Misie i
parts at fimes Buflagree - \hal's dlesth.Melar Al al

foan't geiad £0 manyGetan bands “prefer 'be anoiymous, why
they play very weH xnown hut already exhaustedform ofimetal, bringing more
and more recordings” of the same:stuff. This.snells -of 4:5 years hack
deatnrash, and i L:4hat much:hooky: Who cal 1ake il seriously, having so
much more of:Better-hands and, Tusic MorEoverk DOSMANT MISERY prefer
iong 6-7 minutes-compositions, noteasy-to slandtem i the end. Un, there
aie some 000! s0los downchere, and even prigressive louch here and there,
hut st not enough for taking notice

il someone fikes old limes dealhrash, write he band and ask for demo at
M 10,

¥ hrashy, w:lh slow

DYSPHORIA

“.you wish yeu triee" demo'9s

A demo of metaloore oulfit dropped into vy mafthox, 5o the next review is
ahout the style P not keen on. It's purely in the modery vein, drawing
inflignces from the mainstream acts | don't wanna mention again and agjain.
DYSPHORIA have the ido's [o folfow and repeat whal they have crealed, bul
thal absolulely docsn't mean they are cool doing this. It someane done the
music which sells, thal doesn't mean that olhers can do the same, without
own ineas

Paunding rifts & rhythes, poor gargling vocals, and somelimes speeds of
“fvash standard - (hal remains fistenable in the mess of weak hc/melal six
srackor "Kil' doy" has thal up lempo beal, by Lnes don'L I intores
shitly American m wrile TYSPHORIA hr mrice info anal other possible
releases. This comes with tap quality packaging and recording.

EFFIGY OF GODS

"The Dances of the Extasts" dema’d6

CATAPLILT

A very young Bolivian band, which recorded this demo just aiter 4 months
sinee inception in Decomber'85, so it's too much o expect someshing really
greal But mind you thal no! every youngsier is able o handle the instrument
nowadays while EFFIGY OF GODS are

Only their fiyer can miisteadt you announcing those 8 short tracks as melodic
hiack doom. (% for melodic and doom, even some charmy atmosphere is
crcaied, buz sorry - there's no black, The riffing is “dnda heavy mctal inspired,
uie usual, teashy and simple. FOG fike to include much of acoustic peris
and even tracks - their sounc s better either. ! quess some more attention
production wise wil help next time  'd sound greater with much mote
nowart

Even not worth of 86, it's pretty good for so young kids - al feas: their name
wili be spread together with this tape. | bet eyl tum more dlack metal
arented next fime:

ENDLESS

"Among the trees” dema'96

Managz Peia malled  this demo  of  Crech
atrosphoric/yothic/nesteath metd’ oulfit - it's possible to guess what Kind of
slyle four lads and one qirt cuitivate. Take notice thai Radim Chrobok from
FORGOTTEN SILENCE plays crums here. Iy fact he since departed ENDLESS
or eoncentration with his main band, but music is in that same slyle. Wel,
CNDLESS are more straight forward and usual than TS, or LOVE HISTORY, for
example. But it's alrsady possible lo speak about Czech school of this
melancholic me Al siyle

ENDLESS renind me PARADISE LOST, first of all due to male vocals of
Libor  he should leave out Nick Holmes rip-off style as soon as possible. As
well guitar leacs ara 100% plagiater. Hanka counlerveils the balance wilh her
sivery chords, and whal helps ENDLESS 1o sland en their own ere some
wandering mu journeys. Of curse that's the first lape of them, and with
next months in rehearsal room this cutfit must find their path to full originality
and even genuinily. Al least they have a potential Tor thal. Ask aboul the price
of axcellently relaased demo their manager.

ETHERIAL GRIEF |

“Handlh Ot Crisf? denin'94 - | .

Ahil ouldated is this Tape of Porliqness thrashidenth command -as 1t g
already recorded a new.tebearsal' 95, vel.we-have the case with earlier
malerial, Those foui fracks are it whn:l\ ’ETHEH’IAL AIRIEF dicided (o snread,
and they sem to Ad o1 over 500 tapes e far,

Singtirely fiolhing outstading | you have:ever heard "Benedtt The

Reniains® antbad & change. o listen o several iites ol ATHEIST Portinals
don't sofindiagirolgh as ety SERULTURA, and | guiess Hose ATHEIST
influances make the:teat Yot don't Thinkiits. something briflantike these greal
musicians used (o do, bl | respect ETHCRIAL GRIEF 10 those ideas. Soene
has voryfew (houghlul lmmis, which.went ioJollow ATAEIST pally, ...
Max Cavaleia i off vordle ot bl I'm
rght ghrt yelhng ke shitly hardcore asshole n neral, his Band
mighl. et rghl ciewheds 1090 futher - i depends o dierit "Handiul Of
Grisf" is yours for 85, rehearsal'95 - £3, t-shirt - $19

FUNEREAL MOON

"Sitent Night of fuff Moon Shine” demo'g5

Experimental blackmetal/ambienl project from Mexico, which has already
released a full length athum too, and this demo can be easily named as
cassetle abum also, as there are aimost an hom of ohscure bizarre music. !
auess TUNEREAL MOON have been progressing from lypical bm fsam 1o
rore ambicni/synth orien‘ed darkwave project - s felt f<om [his demo songs.

Some of them are in bm vein with all usual instruments, and other tracks are
performed with just sound effects and keyboards -+ vocals.

Not all tunes sound equally good, bu: couple of them are pretty interesiing
That's not easy io compare Mexicans wilh any Europsan ambient/sympho
union, but lhere are some similarities with stuff coming from CMIL. Only
vocalizing is quite bizarre every now and then - il goes separale from musical
line. And the recording is odd when vocals and keys are much fouder than
accompanying guitar or drums. Maybe they wanted to make :.omelhvng similar
to ARCTURUS MCD, but here is another mood of creation, first of all. So il
doesn't work.

Not for trendy ears, not for mefanchotic stuff lovers either. Look for it in some
distros lists.

GODEN

“Return lo the Reich" promo'96

Maybe Dutch four piece counts the fifth year of existence, but Thus far this
experience hasn't brought them any cecent atlention. GODEN upcome with
thiss third offering, recorded live at own home studio, and hope for a recotd
deal as a matter of fact.

What 've heard out of 1ape were five mid/up tempo iracks, played in a usual
thrash style, with more dealh mefal alike voca's, and some slow passages.
Some convincing leads every riow and then, some clean voice, several
melodic. tuns, but in general - nothing special. 'd rather say mediocre indeed.
Such type of music ain't dead or gone, hut GODEN is not that outfit to raise
thrash actions nowadays. | doubt if Lhere's any cedicated lahe! who can pick
them up, but let them listen on Iheir own and decide.

't you feet sentiments to old days, inquire about this {ape for $6

HOMICIDE

"Sell Delermined Breed” demo'95

They will surely never wimp out, or deceive their common love to thrash -
then it would be he end of HOMICIDE. Bringing this fourth tape Malians
continue what was left on 1993's "Relalliation Fall” - compose techaical Lnes
with a slraight lorward edye and aggressive performence.

Well, | was really critical 1o their previous work, and | will also never sefl out 'o
praise anything not worth of it. 8ut  must admit with the addition to the ranks
of session singer Gianluca those four tracks sound at least bearable. In fact,
this quy is good only al times, as his hardoorish screams don't stick to me.
Bul as | said he is various thri the tape, so it helps. The music is so well
known, A hit outdated of curse, but what a hell?! If HOMICIDE like i, Il (hey
play... The head doesn't hurt for me either.. And their fans will know what to
do, even the prodhuction is worse than two years ago. 6 buxx are the money
for 18 minutes.

INSANITY REIGNS SUPREME

"Our path is dark and lonely" demo’95

Al last @ new effort from Belgian ohsciire deathers - this second agmo with
four new songs of the same impending eality. It was a while since their
briliant "Secular  Condolence” rack on "Delonation’  compilation,  yet
unfortunately the band has not made anything greal o al least no worse Lhan
menlioned lrack.

Mayhe *his tapc is ok for real lovers of stow/mid lempo dealh, but for me it's
quite outdaled and rather repeating itsell. Definitely reminds the year 1092
with that wave of slow rhythms involved in death mstal. s dark, it's fow
tuned, it's very obscure, bul it does lack some hooks 1o except :hase
compositicns among :he bunch of olhars. Al least Duich formation CASTLL
dict it betler three years ago

Try it if you have a wish, enjoy Lhe greal layolt, but notice he biting price: $
10 0r DM 10. Denressive. .,

‘mss'an h fits scem 1o Tave a ducenl oroblom 1t mrxsmg li\mr own iceas
orignattyetikesonpte of oihers Heard lately, INTERMENT don'l

Aol qule b()f? you with.nine compositions, harclly
i haaayh et wilh 'ess tracks, because
-oumasdnlassow form, of metal (can't name it

0}{ mmmy l& IOEWorh of any praises and even

S ;pe;img* o Hatyrally Russian metal freaks
may:-isien 1o this o Ditmars ofler e alhers, By Uy, just relax and hear
what's going-on - many. (heusands: et s make # better (n case you like
s style of mclahhnprove: you' anenymeys idess and make at fast

R

something own. [ el it for iy &3

LOVE HISTQRY

“The Astral Silencepf Blooming Virgin Reaity!, gess 3

Legenaary debut release by 1) | Rohgsan dredimy death metal ouifi
at fast reaches the pages of fgs taliazine. Josite of so old recording this
nm[magm anil dgalh. | was really hooked by that
Y. Jm hearing: B i of-happiness” -

e or 0.1 inlro Are g worse

mdeedfl Slow: I[owvng rhylhms; gre mm' i %@)y ang. female
internyslionsal va, Alancholic meio&@? 50

! s what tho rostlt comtehave b yrto,;;uxfur 1y better means and
lrack 4F on OD.2BIk the lime mercilessly 1 ‘kand HWVE HISTORY have
fvrmy changedthoth the fine-up and fe music, tD... Indeed their "Tisires”
MCDs.g00d a5 wefh, byt this demo was much more deen and flowing, Beally
classic St Iis sl available for $5 f mm the band; Ask what. (Luyamh doing
nowarlays! o

B,

MEDUSA OBLONGADA

"Girder (iod" demo'96

Only two songs are exposed on the tape from Franklin, Wisconsin hased
industrial metal outfit as it's ther promo release in search of label interesl. It
fact, they had one album already via MEGALITHIC Rscords, but probably
somelting made them part ways. Stepping even fur:her back, Bryan Jaeger,
Brica Deswlle-and-Barry Jaggerwere fhessame quys making violent death
i yeluils:, stunid-- 19, .name MED ISA

OB ONbADA as the Conbrdalin

At least i's nothing alliael we (VIOGRESSION were qu\e nowsr!u at nmef) -
your tsual induslriat stu{f\mmm with metal, SKREW come Lo ming, but there
are much more bands fike (his. 1 doubt if it would please even a fan of such
music. Not available, hut you can ask MEGAUTHIC about debut atbum, or
wrile 10 the band 1o learn some news

MELANCHOLY

"Einhar" demo'95

For $6 you can get a nicely packaged tape of Mexican band, and guys are
right saying il's one of the first tapes from hol land with colo mefancholic
music, comparable to ANATHEMA, PARADISE LOST, THE GATHERING and
likes. Anyway it stiil can” reach any comparablc 1© these bands level due (o
music primitiveness, primal form of comaosing and immatrity. I'm so draslic
as this is the first demo of MELANCHOLY, so they will improve: for sure, but for
now they must know it's just the beginning, and a real musical creation wif
come later on. Of curse, as sooner as better, but only time will telt

Even female voice of Hitla sounds quite amateurish. If & band decides lo use
female vocals, they must be sue it will he an additional bonus ‘o lhe musical
pack, and not something to enfarge their amateurity. Ok, duite lots of rough
words towards this young band, but anyway you migh: check out Lhis product
as that's nice music in ils primal form.

MELECHESH

“As Jerusalem Burns” demo’85

The second black metal band from Israel | had a chance bo check out, and a
slight surprise t0 hear pretty original and thoughtful satanic art!l Indeed these
five compositions are rather greal, especially for the first demo. Music pulsates
of pure tnhofiness, tight up tempo hlasts anc infernal thunaerstorms. Soeeds
calin down al the moments, and then another nasty dramatism takes place in
the form of Mesopotamian soundscapes, oriental keyhoard inlerchanges,
massive wall of grim screams...

Of curse sound ouality is much to he desired, and even MELECHES
themselves can do it betler with a beller production, yet the music-coes
count. Lislen to such tune as "The Sorcerers OF Melechesh' - it's fruely
oulstanding.

Away all reminiscences of Scanclinavian school, more of Assyrian inheritance,
and more time for sludio  the next recording is gonna be a maslerpiece. A:
least T wish il wouto be s0. "As Jerusalem Burns" is yours for $5.

MERCENARY

promo'gs

israefian dealh metal band with ils firsl recording. It was meant 1o be a
promo to MCD'95, vet as far as | know this "The meek gate kesper" MCD
wasn't released thus far

Promo (eatires three fracks played in @ modern atmospheric way, not
bolhiering about the speeds, and more tending o stow and midpaced vlaying
What makes this tape worth of listening s Lhe keyboarat line (erformed by
Eden), which has its own melody all the time, and sometimes the variation
sounes real cool. As well the vocal siyte of Eyal lits the music — he roars nol
{rying fo he sentimenta’ at al, and he uses 1artalive vocals withou! any sense
of anger. Maybe grow's are close o Roberts (ex LOVE HISTORYY - thats @
complinent

Even | don't share the opinion of the band it's the hest materia' jn the
Israelian scene, and the mosl melodic malerdal melal can produce (lake
SALIM ang ORPHANED LAND ‘or slart, quys), bul those songs are ok
MERCENARY have some chance o grow up inlo something on

Order tis premo for 4 USD, and If you have an info MO s
yours for 12 USD.

i

oull, then il's

MORBIT

"Through Morbidity” demo'da

DERTON

And anothey.release by DERTOD Records from Ulyanovsk, Russia. Thi
a local hand piesendng even the fith refease since e ingglion in 1991
lawih@dHis dape 01 my Slereo, and firsl imé: hgaring MORRIT habs,. | can
firmfy. st their Bndier. stooidings, Wererst ary - outslandhots Vet the Years
MURBIT B goni (ary variaus 5tages ke dleath dopminith sy -
Unforignately: (ks len tracker siihlacks their own e, a3 the pdndiis pilehing
inlo varots stylis trans: songie.Song., Nalurally: hoy s sepeal wolk known
rifls andfor «mmm which are pahy h (he assidryoln viser senk.

Non'tegat me wiong 1hvn<|nq Andrey func), Bty e, Mike” (o) ancd
Alexander () are tousy losers as they kaow how 1o handle tings.” Yet their
music {pk, mainly death/ihrash wim growish may be interesiing only for lncal
rockers and/or someone who knows nezhing aboul metel. Mugh miore
steprisingly the fas’ two tracks sound, where Attt experiment wilh
vario.s soundscapes and echoed  effects - defmitely much more
interesting, 0.

§3 for a 52 minute lape is a gocd bargain anyway

MORTAL GOD

"Letling Moonfight Into You" demo'95

Aliast Belgian labe' RUMBLE AUDIOVISHIALS had to release fhis, bul it went
to baacrote cost so the hand had to release it as a cemo. het that great fo-
the band as the recording was done coupla years ago. No wende” that during
1hat lime "Brainstorm” has fealured some *racks of this for two mes.
But now ! have it al) ten brack cfiorl of viotent idolical trash with an
agiiessive atiilude, maybe slight deathrash inflience al limes. Befieve you: or
not, but MORTAL GOD con't repeat any:hing some big bands dic in the pastt |
don't know whal makes them sound so guistancling, bul probably tha near
lhe edge riffing and (ke same &ind of screamy vocals. Nol mono:onons
vocalist uses a bil of whisper and growl, whilst rhythaiical seclion is preily
tradilional for thrash wilh hreaks and changes. Some sax? Yes!

This kick in yer face runs pretty auick il the last, 32nd minue. Anyway,
rather worth o obtain, especially il you can't find any promising nevs (hrash
outfil.

MORTAVIK

"Creelmg The Dawn® demo'9s

Coming from Engtand. (hiss outit has stinsthing o do with a curen: trend of
atmospheric music, bit surely has nothing what coi'd artract some oeene
alention. First of all, the wacks are ‘oo monotonous, having the same
sirticiue on and on. Nex!, the hana stil nas no denlity, it jusi draws the
othiers ideas, bolh musically and vocally. Doy machine is @ ¢ran, and whon i
sounds awlully it's lwice: ps orap.

Someone might find any black meta’ infuences down here, bt then would
beller check couple o punk bands circa '/ hot: black
melal. ()%, maybe the finnishing "Midwinter” w6, bl it's A
work of clowns as well,

Forget tis if youre nal crazy. There is muen miore shiff worth of attention,
and sich bands as MORTAVIK should beter grow up beioie entering any
studio. Then 1/ minuites work might be worth $6 38 word)

hes a slight sroe

NOVEMBER GRIEF
"To five... i this world of chans" demo’9%
Iwas a brave act to react ke lof, on my review o "Bl ulion™ And so




luciferion

I you really fook for something deathy, LUCIFERION couldn't leave
you indifferent - their brand of the style Kicks ass no less than those
established dm acts do! Those Swedes entered that league with an
acclaimed "Demonication (The Manifest)” album of the fast year
Only unfortunatgly, it has been done a little mistake in the CD
layout: the Hies "Christ Dethroned” and "Satan’s Gift (The Crown OF
Thoms)" have changed eachother’s places. The order inside the
booklet is yet right. Indeed their promo tape in 1993 was alreacy
awesome, S0 there’s no wonder it didn't fake a long time 1o get a
deal and it really works! The scene definitely took a serious fisten to
LUCIFERION - it fs't your pext death metal autfit

-Yes, all the response we get are just'great. |t feels superb as we
have sacrficed a big part of our ife ereating this album. It wasn't
any surprise as we are aware of the" albtm's worth, but all the
compliments fesls great anyway. If's definite that the album has
made a name forus, unfortunately same years too late but &s time
goes an I'm sure we shall reach the position we deserve.

Qbviously Wojtek, who is responaible for those words, has in mind
the fading of the genre, but as long as such devoted bands sl
axist, I'm sure it-will be alive. LUCIFERION deserve thatl Speaking
about the release, it was done by Laurent and LISTENABLE
Fecords, and OSMOSE distributes the. album warldwide. I'm sure
both labels have some influence in pushing the band, but which
one helps them more knows only they themselves!

-From what | know OSMOSE didn't do any astounding services for
us, I'm naybe wrong but + don't think they actually care. I's not
strange by the way, as we. are not OSMOSE band. Laurent of
LISTENABLE was the one who did all the work conceming
"Demonication..." albumn. He stil does. OSMOSE is just a distributor
and a "helping hand" sometimes. We don't want to be signed there
cause there are too many bands involved in the company, and we
need a special at'ention

Next question was misinterpreted by Wojtek, yet | stit print it to
show how he defends his own creativity - thal's the case men
knows what he's doing... Actually | was asking about the monicker
of the band, which seems to me quite typical and used, rather
tradiitional - to keep it simple. The answer foliowed...

You are the first one wha considers our music being simple. You
maybe fisten to stuff like ATHEIST fyes!! - T), WATCHTOWER or
LIERS IN WAIT? Who knows. The fact is that we play music that is
gagy to "consume”, but | wish You luck with finding many of those
whe could be able to perform our songs technically. | often meet
people who ask me why Fm playing this kind of music instead for
use my skills n some more ambitious style, but my aim concemning
this thing is to it the extreme music on qualitative level. | want to
prove that the music of dark arts isn't just amateurish shit. Our dark
nature makes it even more exciting and mainful. 1t's first now when
the trend af lsst died, death metal have a chance to keep
developping and getting quality. Through us the spirit wil return
¥'m sure it wil, and helish bahth - | never had an idea about
LUCIFERION music being simple! !l No way - me knows what is high
technical levell Monicker is not originalt! Okay, it's rather evil and
antichristian anyway. | wonder what is band's position towards this
god/satan thing and why it is so demonstratively presented in a
manicker & lyrics

- agree that our image and theme are really hackneyad in the
time of "ayi" clowns, but we were among the first who represented
it, long before LUCIFERION time. Now we are reall tired of all that
amateurish shit, and will corcentrate on the quality and deeper
meaning of our art, Qur lyrics will definitely be different on the other
alhum, and the whole thing wil be much more personal and
mature. Our lyrics on "Demonication..." were very immature, t's just
a documentation of many rebelious uncontrolled theughts collected
through the years. Those lyrics don't reflect our present personality.
The next album wil probably show our true faces and position

Thinking on the musical side, it's clear that both Woitek (who
handles quitar and sings) and Michael {guitar) used to play thei
instruments before LUCIFERION, | wonder haw much-it has {aken to
leam playing as perfect as quys do now.

-Ail the members in LUCIFERION are experiencad musicians, Al
we have played our instruments in-more than fen years. But that
was many years ago someane of Us practised at home. You don't
have time and strenath for practising, the creating of the songs and
the problems conceming the band: becormiethe main ocoupying.
Moreover, after such a long time of glaying there is a risk that you
start to consider yourself being Yngvie Malmsteen and.that you
dar't need any education or technical-development anymore, but
it's total bullshit, thera always are those who are better than you.
For me persaraly it's a kick in the face seeing somehody who
once was fotal amateur but through practising became my equal
But it happens very seldom as people don't have any. big ambitious
aims anymore, fike they once had. Anyway, | feel now:new. fresh
ensrgy rupping through my body again and | think it's-time to take
care of my oWt person

Mentioning the third band member besides guitar players,
LUCIFERION Rac changed their drummer just diring the album
recording. I'h-suprised-as Peter Weiner did a helluva job on both
recordings, ‘and row he left for anather band... The new addition is
Hasse Nisson; known from his wark with mysterious LIERS IN
WAIT. Our herpes'can't do anything with lousy playar, you know...

it fas first to be cleared up that Peter Weiner never left (or should
| say was forced to do ) the band during the recording session,
aven i | for some reason alluded it atsome occasions. Be was
neegent & the whole session, even during the mixing, there were
just bad vibrations between us as he i quite a mongo sometimes

But alt the drumming on the album is performed by him. Peter was
a very talented drummer (s you can hear), and could surely
become one of the best in the genre, but he never understood the
sericusness with LUCIFERION and that it was the biggest chance in
his musical life - instead he prefered to play PANTERA boringness
with SARCAZM (Gothenburg), which was actually a quite good
project but without any professional attitude and main. {Can't stand
PANTERA and all their clowns! - T) Now he don't-play in any band,
but we have some plans to start a side project in a techno- metal
way.-Our new-drummer Hasse Nilsson has registered himself in the
undergourid's history as the fundament of the insane act LIERS IN
WAIT (*Uncontrolled Spiritual Art" MCD on LISTENABLE Rec),
where herperforms and presents & drum massacre and’ unigue
style” He is the only imaginable: substitute for Peter with his
incredible speed and technique.

Wojtek Lisicki is the whole name of LUCIFERION leader, and helf
Polish is this- namel He speaks himself what ‘happened with
appearance in Sverige land, and what (musical) sentiments Poland
fias to him:

-Yes, yau arg-tight; I'm bom in Poland, and | moved 1o Sweden in
1984 cause [of the fucking communistic. regime” in my home
cotintry, That was my destiny to leave. as my evenfual inbom talent
should niever get a space, understanding and outflow there. | should
never be who { am now. | thank my-quardian spirits leading'me and
deciding for me at that tima. But on the otfier hand | would te just a
Swedish plastic robot not having that past. So everything is just as it
have to be. My emotional misery | have went through blanded with
all the impuises of all kind, have finally buitt a creation, a personafity
which can easly pick up the inspiration and signals direct from the
surrounding wordd of mystery - myself. Summarized, | can say that
Poland gave me the soul and the spirit, while Sweden gave me the
possiility to make the dreams materialized in form of music. About
the Polish scene, I can't express myself as | am not too involved in
that activity. One thing is for. sure, that (based” on my own
experience and what | have listened to) except for VADER there is
no quality in metal music in Poland, and then | mean things like:
{mainly) production, performance and skills that are something that
seams not to be cared about. But on the other hand it's not strange
as it's stil very difficult economical situation there. What can't be
denied is a great art spirit there and some really good musicians
and bands, but it's not enough. Anyway, it will surely change as the
society there is in the progress with crawling out of the caves.

Those of you who stit guess how LUGIFERION might sound, just
relax and notice it ain't that Swedish as most lacal bands used to
play in the past - they grind the parts in a more technical American
way, but then again only few US bands can be so damn caichy and
variaus, Maybe it's fike an own way - it tends to that a bit,

-LUCIFERION do not, and will never have a Swedish sound. We
are not belonging to any Swedish underground or something fike
that, we are LUCIFERION, the one and only and are tofally
independent. We do exactly what we want to. All the unwritten
"rules” are just up to us, f we want to falow them or nat, and only
their right and worthy aspects of course. We have an American
sound and style cause we consider it being the true and right death
metal and as long we will continue to play this kind of music we
shall do it the way we ame doing it now, What you consider being
fight is right for the moment, future is an other history, Regarding
the hands in Sweden everything is possble as there are a ot of
very talented musicians here. The problem is that the death bands
that were once big have been set aside by the black metaliish
domination in which by the way only a little part are representing
some quality and own style, while the higgest part consists of totally
amateurish shit

Hey!! Ever heard "Blasphemer"? That's a song of SODOM (should
1 ask - ever haard of SODOM??} - one hell of unholy hymn, which
was covered by Swedes we are descrbing meanwhilel And it
worked fucking great! They should have some sentiments to ol
freaks. But why not DESTRUGTION o, let's say, POSSESSED?

‘We have been playing “that" song since the beginning of
LUCIFERION's existence, so itfeltfike 3 matter of course including it
on the album. It's simple and primitive, but also containg the spirt
that has only existed in 80's,:the period we belong to and wil
always hail. The other bands you have mentioned are not amang
thase we feel any sentiments t6, POSSESSED by the way | consider
being totally boring, | have never liked them. DESTRUCTION was
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cool but still not worthy that honour.

People sometimes use to call LUCIFERION as black metal band,
yet it's totally wrong. | quess it happens of the sound at times, and
of that SODOM cover in particular. Wojtek adds:

-People who considor our music being black metal do It because
of our Wyrics and image. But we are not any black metal band, we
are a pure death metal band.

As -being a three piece, the band must be quite special live.
Mareover it ain't mentioned about cny bass player in biography... |
wondar how they managed to show up in tour which toak part after
the album release.

-We are-not any three piecs band since one year. Qur bass player
Martin Furangen is the one who was in-a very first LUCIFERION line
up. He was gone in USA in one year for studying at school for bass
players. Now: he is back in"the band that is stronger than ever.
During he was gone we had a lot of gigs without the buss. There
were no problems, we had only to put the bass-buttons or max, We
stil do it when Martin can't join us sometimes. Our gigs as the
whole band are like - a steam-rofler - total helblast from the
beginning to the end, then we are gone, remaining just a smoking
battlefield. We are a real fve band and we really enjoy it

In my opinion, some occasional keytioard parts involved on the
album damn rule! Something what was probably laid by the hand of
professional musician, and what should not be missed next time in
the studio!

-It was me who created all the keyboard parts, but without Johan
{the guy on the extra page in the booklet) it would be not possible,
as all the equipmant was his and he took care of all the samplings,
sound and programming. It will definitely be more keyboards an the-
next album as all of us love syrithesizers that are rieplaceable with
their possibilities and perfaction

About any idals or just some sourcas of influence in musical scene
Wojtek agreed to speak withiout any hesttation. Moreover he
laughed at the idea to not have any influences at all ignoring
anything composed earlier. In my opinion, such statements are
rather riclictsious, at least for metal music.

-Ridicitous isn't the right description he it's total buflshit.
Everybody is just copying each other nowa and even if there
really are some bands that try to create their music in a unicque way,
they are influsnced hy the cther music or bands anyway - and then
| mean subconsciiosly. The bands we are infuenced by afe
particularly sslected on the abum, al of them! But | can menticn
that for the "Demonication..” alhum bands like MORBID ANGEL,
DEICIDE, IMMOLATION, first BRUTAL TRUTH, NOCTURNUS,
FORBIDDEN and some more were of a very big impartance.

It seems time to start closing down, so I've rushed to take interest
about latest happenings in LUCIFERION and possible new abum
ideas since the debut was recorded even back in eardy 1994/
Hopefully guys wil cover some brillant antiquity once more! Woitek
ends this up:

The next abum wil be much more intensive and technical.. and
definitely faster/slower at some parts (f we stil have the same
drummer of course - nobady = in condition to play faster in this
countryl). Some grind parts wil be really fast! But on the other hand
the slow parts will appear as a steam-roller caused by its heavingss.
The songs in general will be very involved and morbid but st
enjoyable and full of surprises. Many affects and synthesizer stuit
wil be used. Only thiee new songs are written so far (no gerious
titles yet), but we now are systematicly working with new material
that will totally blow you away. We have neither decided what tite or
cover the next album's gonna have, cause the spirit of it has nat
come forward yet. We are now pertractating with an American
company about signing of two more albums. Bt 1 don't know where
it's gonna lead. In the near future we will join "Tritute To SLAYER
yolli". In the end of '96 wil also record an album inclucing material
with mainly heavy/black metal infuences, together with Varien
(ex DAMNATION - Poland) an drums and Snowy Shaw (e KNG
DIAMOND/MERCYFUL FATE)-on brass (WOWWWIL - Tj, but | don't
want to mention more thanthat. Beside our album "Demonication
{The Manifest)" thers arealso; "Tribute To METALLICA" with a
morbid and ultra fast devastation of."Fight Fire With Fire", proma'94,
OSMOSE's "World Demiination” compllation with our version of
"Blaspherner”; and.soon *Tribute To CELTIC FROGT" with cur "out of
this warld" version of "Circle Of The Tyrants". In Septembe-'96 "The
Tribute To SLAYER volI". will see the light of day.
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moonspell

"rreligious” s cafled a new album of Portuguese finest -
MOONSFELL. They are pretty known with the debut
"Woltheart" and even earfier releases, though with this new
album MOONSPELL Try fo enler the new crypls of dark
emotion. We've catched Ares, a bass player during the
recording session, so maybe he was a bit foo busy to tef
something more than he actually told us.

-Yeah, we're actually recording a new album with Waldemar
again and also in the "Woodhouse" Studios again. 's called
"Full Moon Madness",

Ares had in mind Waldemar Sorychta of curse, talent of which
fascinales - no less! Though you see the album title yet was
changed after that. Anyway, the band toured a lot with such
monsters as MORBID ANGEL, IMMORTAL... | wonder how
MOONSPELL have got it actually.

-The MORBID ANGEL tour was very hard but very good too. |
don't see that as a problem, most of the tours are done with 3
or even more bands signed to different labels. Our manager got
us this tour - all the small details are up to him. The music is
totally different indeed, but that gave us an opportunity to make
a difference. MORBID ANGEL deserve our deep respect, as
well as our pity - IMMORTAL are idiots.

Later on they had another tour, so Ares continues on that and
a road fife in general.

-After that tour we've toured with a real serious band: TIAMAT,
and after that same tour we've toured with THE -GATHERING
and the ridiculuos CREMATORY. | hate itl | despise  the “road
fife", 1 can't stend i, 1 just do it because I've fo, otherwise:we
wouldnt sell records or make any money.

Quite a firm argument (ha ha), though | doubt if tours only
make the sells grow... It also should be some layout gems, as
rereleased digipak of “Wolfheart", for example. 1t features one
unreleased frack and very impressive art! Was this band's idea
or not?

-1 really don’t know, after the MORBID ANGEL tour we got fo
CENTURY's office and they presented us that. | was surprised
but | love it!

Turning fo the music 1 remind that MOONSPELL were the
forerunners of black mefal in Portugal, releasing "Anno
Satanae" demo in 1993, then a 7"EP and MCD too... Music
was changing, vet it influenced loads of local bands.

-1 don't care, | don't think that what we've done in the past is
that important, personally | adore our past stuff but | have
legitim reasons to. About other people | don't know what they
see in that.

I'm sure they find there a "cool” attitude to follow the others,
thus making a trend of elitest art, Probably it was the reason
MOONSPELL decided to drift away from black metal origins...
But what about claiming the band wimped out?!

-It's one of the reasons, but the most important one is a
natural thirst for newer things, for changing, not to stop in
advance, progride and tearn more. Nowadays | have real
probleme to take care of, I can't spend my time with childish
bullshit like painting my face or screaming for Satan! People can
say whalever they want 1o, once again | tell you that | don't

care! If these people would worry more aboul themselves
instead of talking shit about something they don't know about...
if wimping out means. growing, then I'm wimp for sure!

Further on I'try to leamn if MOONSPELL are innovators, what
could happen later.. It's quite possible 1o see them leaving
metal music at afit But what then would folow?

-As | already told you il's just a matter of wanting o move on,
to try different fields and sounds, experimenting new ideas.
Absolutely not! We're nat innovators or pioneers or whatsoaver,
we're just a group of friends that enjoy our company and love
music. Music is Art, it has no name or label, 2o yeah, ! do think
MOONSPELLs future (if we have a future) will pass through &
{otally different direction, but | can't tell you now what will be,
perhaps we find that we want to become even more metd,
perhaps we don't, ! don't know about the future.

F'slill wanted to ask about earfier period of existence, and that
were lyrics - pretty dark obscure tales.. Are they stil in Ares
heart?

-l wrote all the lyrics for "Anno Salanae”, | identify myself with
those lines, | love them! Lverything f've done so far with
MOONSPELL I'm proud of, there is not a single piece of music
which I'm ashamed of,.s0 far my heart can't make a difference

between old, new and future MOONSPELL. MOONSPELL &
right this, a world of changes, many in one!

S0 the band shouldn't have anything commen with satanism
nowadays. In my opinion fine up changes might change the
attitude as well - there were quite a few of them.

-Satanism is mote related with literature, culture and thought.
These are the points MOONSPELL can be called salanic. Line
up changes aways provided us a fresh breath of rew blood
and ideas. It's undeniable that they're related with our musicat
direction.

Some paradoxal story took place with one of previous
quitarists of the team (I haven't cleared if Il was Mantug or
Tanngrienir), when guy decided to get his part of beand business
after he was kicked out from the band. The game was aver in
the court and me interests how it ended.

-Both of them are out of MOONSPELL. BRicardo, ther new
guitar player, is good enough to replace those two. We didn't
accept such stuahon and didn't answer to his lawyer's
intimationg, | don't know what will happen next. Of course it's
ridicuious, when | fire someone is because we don't want to
work with that person anymore. ' means he's not welcome
anymore, 30 why the hell should one beg or demand to he
accepted where he's not wanted to? We don't have any deal
signed, this is not a job!

It definitely isn't and Ares have some reasen.. | remember
reading someone of the band wishing to bring 8C persons
orchestra to the shows, How would it work nowadays?

-RAGE has just recorded an album with the Prague
symphonic orchestra, GOREFEST played a show in the Duteh
TV with a full orchestia, the same goes for THE GATHERING,
50 | think that's nol impossible, time will tel.

"Wollheart" included  =everal tra
folkmusic influence. Surprisingly it wa
by the band neither it appears on "frefigous
what kind of national patrictiem it carries?

-1 love this country, every natural and physical azpect of thiz
lend is a piece of me. Therefore thal reflects in our music. But
we alzo don't want to make that our fighting horge 3o we don't
turn it obvious in our music. Nationality shouidl be impartant but
only in a private, personal level as a source of inspiration -
nothing more.

Going thru "Wolfheart" lyrics | can't stop thinking every
concept, however strange or harsh it about fove and
nothing eise! Giuys seem developping thi really widely...

-We only write about womes, sex, desir ensuakty, flesh,
pleasure and pain. That sentence is correct as far as we're
concerned.

Time 1o close down, but Ares must tell if he suppose to have
many fans in Lithuania.

-1 dont think we've any fans there, we're not that known.
Anyway | also have no clue about what kind of undergrounc
movement can be found over there. i wich that Lithuanian
people can dive in our sea of madness - Get our next album,

From my side | can assure MOONSFELL have some serious
following down here - no less than in other parts of the world
So all ye faithful enjoy "hrefigious”

with  firm national
never practiced befora
" Wny o, and
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tis pretty lady gave a chance 10 take a fisten to the new materidl, recorded
one year later. The ranks of NOVEMBER GRIEF were replenished by the
second guitarist Chantal, and now the sound is much more heavy.

Moreover J. F. Dagenais is responsible for the production this time, and he
definitely mastered the stuff in brulal way. He's blasting the grind out of
KATAKLYSM. Allright, girls surely improved and al last got the point what they
want 1o do. Death metal seems to be their fad, which is stil spiced with
grinding penalties, slower heaviness (reminding early FLESHCRAWL, even
DISEMBOWELMENT} as wel! as deathrash riffing.

NOVEMBER GRIEF staris not only learning to play but to construct their
songs on this demo, and that’s a change for the belter Let's hope the next
stuff won't be of another kind (the band replaced a guitar player recenty,
Carole joined), and so far you can check reviewed demo in racke of $$5$.

PAGAN

"Refhearsal Tape" 96

Fast chactic black metal is dispayed on this tape, arriving from Turkey.
PAGAN i a yolng band, forwarding this first recording - my approval lo name
it rehearsal as this is recorded live and the hand didn't wani to name it as a
demo. Real demo can wail whilst you are not sure it's good music. It's tike an
insurance in case everyone starts to criticize material.

Well, for me PAGAN looks as a pretty amateurish standard bm outfit, having
some thrashy influences, what et them to outstand from the tsual Norwegian
style copying. In some places it sounds quite interesting, especially mentioning
mystic keyboard fire, but there are some parts which sound very primitively
too. With time those extracts must be changed with better creation, that the
mixture of bm tradition and {may be!) Turkish influence would combine into
ong neat music.

Again don't be mistaken hy the tifle - it's recorded live In studio, so the
sound is bearable, only drums sound weak and too loud. Write for PAGAN
they need more altention.

PUISSANCE

"Obey, hate, die” demo'95

This gathering has just released a GD on COLD MFAT INDUSTRY, and that's
a pure trademark for them. Pulsing vibrations, emotional horrars, infernal
thunderstorms, negative energetic flashes violate the drears by PUISSANCE.

This is the second tape in Iheir three year experience, showing the darkest
comers of the darkest place in hell. Wave orchesltrations might easily be used
for any horror movie as a soundirack, or better - for any psychodelic
underground documentary. These lines evoke uncontrotable: destruction, even
it's anything like MZ 412 or likes. PUISSANCE do it in an inlelligent way,
hurning your soiit from within. Effective maniputation, and believe me, that's a
pleasure to take ill Are you sure you'll dig the arl created by a clinically
insane?! | recommend 1o try, especially that full-length! Both demos cost §
B/SKR 35. Industrial freaks might get some satisfaction from this music either.

REINCREMATION
"Bathing in Blood" dema'3h
Extreme hirutal death metal suitable for taste of cremated dead hodles. That's
wiitten in he biography of Tallin based four piece outfil. Eslonianzscene has
several teams digging thal heavy style, the most known of lhem arc:
RATTLER,, Fibel REINCREMATIGN e g it more intergsti, and resh
oifin Gl

pars ang tﬁe (oSl
RHNCREMATION A

isa stranqe wnrd 1.0

inslrurné Fig imgbet T Aght:

local sUiisI; “Howi luned and glétrted.
REINCREMATION promvsed ¢ ord sbmething new al the end of 1996,

"with black/evil influences” according to drummer Andres. Let's wait a bit, and

order this clebut for $4 only.

RESURRECTURIS

“Evil Confronting Evif" aemo'96

With two rew members in addition and cdrum machine in programming
lalian deathers retum with a sophomore demo of old way death metal. Surcly
their skills have taken a higher level, the songwriting has grown as well, At last
the compositions pulsate with a real death metal vibe, with firm classical
hegks and neal rhyhm changes. ! guess guys were working hard o d
the: Bliff:Abis Aimes e s LDviously hallerthan: privious gl
doesiry mﬁ«’ Bpyhirac i o (Jﬂ iy pr@m

0! essm Even

Alkin all aﬂ ng 0
acoustics did appeared, and qmte a melody in "No dreams aloied” - my
compliments to this stringer.

You can get Lhis superior to the debul, but quile average to the better death
melal demos release for $5. Hopefully RESURRECTURIS will stand on their
own and improve again.

iitey ety en!arqed I

RETALLIATION

"Death From The Inside” demo’85

Obvwousiy the first demo reviewed in this magazine being from the prison. |

an't believe it was possible to complete it (with a help of friends), Lo record i,

even 1o rehearse: there! At least iU'd be just a kidding idea in Lithuania

But here we have an outfit from America, so it still can be possible Fonr
guys serve some longtime sentences, and two of them are destine
in prison Hzthe.end of heir dayss, Those experiencediguys (in
100) believe: woulebe:Ricir.contact with dhe-werld Cutside,

So, what Hickss besiciethis brave coneplion? Misic
quite, typical At migtempd deathATASR, WihiSoie" stower pasages
an-to tuned recording. Definitely 8 track studio was the best and only
choice, 50 it's possible to name it as a good recording. What stil keeps this
music inlresling are the leads by P J. Fredricks - he does it rather
professionally and slands above: the others. The band should Lhink more over
their own identity next time, and it might achiave hetter resiits. Thiss far order
Wi tape from: the band address for §5 (USAVSE tworlcl).

RUINATION

"Rests Of Beauty" demo'95

DANGUS

I's not the new stuff by this Lithuanian band, bit previous demo,
professionally recorded and refeased by DANGUS Productions. Quite outdated
stulf, if you mind that RUINATION have changed three band memmbers and the

style as well. Meanwhile they are playing cheesy slulf ke new PARADISE
LOST but much more poppy and commemal

While this demo still represents what they were doing some time ago. Doomy
songs with calm acoustic extracts, growling vocas, some flute effects and quite
simple structures. Not that outstanding, but quite good for the lovers of this
genre. Me remember earlier try-out of RUNATION with poor and fousy result, so
“Rests Of Beauty" was a huge improvement.

Somebody will be interested to check this out - send 8 LI (Lietuvoje)/d USD to
our address.

SANGUINARY

"Demo-1"95

When someone names his music on demenstration tape fike this, he's efther
1inew born *metaller”, or 2)has very big expectations with his music and these
songs seem to him as a passing stage. Well, sometimes bath cases supplement
each other, but guys in SANGUINARY, a young death metal outfit, have iucid
ideas what they want from this severe experience. Yes, severe, as the style
they're playing has been quite forgotten these days... Unfortunately.

EDGE OF SANITY {ofd!), GRAVE {old!), NECROPHOBIC {old)) pop into my
head, the era when those bands were shining due to their aggressive atfitude to
things.

SANGUINARY continue thal, and they do it simply great! Neat and highly
skillful performance, perfect recording {responsible: Dan Swano), wonderful
wiiting with all the catchiness characteristic to Swedish death metal.
Bludgeoning massmurder! Four tracks are evaluated of 5 8, and my suggestion
is just to et it right now, before guys will achieve something big

SHINE IN DARKNESS

“Ancient Forgotten Presence” demo'86

A very attractive promo pack arrived from ltaly - neat flyers, tape inlay card,
layout of it, etc... Cool band name and dark image also... | expected some high
tach black metal.

intro track still increased my guess - gloom atmospheric tune with keys and
acoustics, but when the next track started | was totally surprised and.
disappointed!! It's pure 80-ies thrash, and played quite lousy i not bad. |
understand thal il's only the first tape of 1993 year started formation, but this
music realfy sucks. Thrash which is untight, all the time mid tempoed or slow,
with 1o freshness at all. Beside intro | wanna except instrumental "Waiting The
Lord Of Fog”, which is different - with progressive and acoustic parts, ridding off
that thrashy cliche. This also means that vocals of Argyle are awful. Without him
the band sounds much better.

I'm in trouble to recommend this tape, even il's released nicely. You'd better
chack out news of SHINE IN DARKNESS: they've already tumed deathvblack
with new material... Maybe o write them or what?

SORATH

“Matache Chavala® demo'95

This is not old project of Baron Abaddon, bul a Czech bm band with their Lhird
recording. It's available not only on tape (price: $5/DM8), but also on CD format
as a split with UNCLEAN (pricc: $15/DM21), | haven't heard thelr earlier stuff,
but this aulput is rather reasonable. Fven the recording shoufd be better for CD
release, the music itself is worth of checking aut. Though it's nothing original as
usual with Czech bm, sluff is composed with neat thoughtful ideas plus flowing
stream

May be compared to Norwegians and IMPALED NAZARENE. No, SORATH do
not have punk riffs nor their ideas in the music, but use the same extremity
Fins are known for. So more of influences come from the more northem
country, and it can be left without deeper comments. Vocals of Admirerforestae
impose on me - its nothing special but hard lo compare with anyone else. Riffs
bludgeon into blackiest darkness, rhythms ballance from fast to mid tempos.

With betler recording it would be a mean job - that's whal | wish guys next
time

SOULSET

promo'9s

"SOULSET isn'L just a side project of MORTAL GOD members as 'm the only
contributing the band nowadays...” - says Tomi, improving my review on this last
lime. As a proof of {hat this new tape of SOULSET is the strongest release of
them, showing both cool writing and surely improved musicianship. Promo tape
consists of raging ten tracks of deathrash and is meant to attract some serious
attention.

Those songs are superior to the stuff done earier due to a tight playing and
structuring. 'm not sure if the aggressive death metal approach hefped in lhat,
or SOULSET have really started 1o play thoughtful music. Anyway, it stil remains
quite standard and easy listenable, that is - nathing superextra kicking. { wonder
if any label picks them up, but they have a chance (if not now, so after a sharl
while). The only thing which should be totally kicked out is L. G. Petrov rip-off
vocal slyle {used at times). Deeper growls sound much more convincing.

TOMB
"Grave” demo'96
One American dark electronic music project from California, which is
inﬂuenced {as members say) by such varous artists as Brian Eno and
BURZUM, ORB and CELTIC FROST, DEATH, BATHORY, POSSESSED and
APHEX TWIN, HAWKWIND Lheck out mat Cesar Betancourt (he portorms
music. i TOMB Hibiher-Wilh DVFEFIZ ook part in GERIIC FROST 1
album awith a band~€L0 %ED()WN making an mhlent version of *Banza
Macabra" Se:dji ot gl lobe Sl :
Quite, a iongitepe, mus@,ls@renﬁr i rom fully ambient
effecty base(l r% s, qoifks g r%* wmical beatg:unti
@g 4«;‘3’% n nietalires fike: il track.; Hike
5 e due to their gloom and secret but also
!IIUIIIMIOHM “Nogals.of s yeruRiay rv:klsmaf’m sounciweak,
dirty and don't it (gladly they are on!y in eome?mrkq
Inquire from the band how to oblain this tape. Guys call their experience black
glectronic death chamber music, though name can be easily removed as it's
naturally impossible to frame that stuff. What will be released further on?

THE TRAGEDIANS

"Krull* demo'96

Ninilistically named outit outbursts from Wimbledon in England, ang "Krull" is
2 debut recording of Lhis young oulfil. Sincerely | supposed it to be just another
fry out to soundenher brutal or evil. Surprisingly THE TRAGEDIANS
Rmgre interesting; thoxiqhtfm team with a strong attitude towards own
slilf and”some teal nante for whal they.gre flayi ﬁ young hand '16
nothlig but a fmTiundamBets rise & & ey b de i

About 40.minutes of melal does not mark,of ight techrics (and that's whal
give them away as being newcommers), but a blend of dramatic emotions,
progressive arangements, various experiments with clean vocals, flute and
keyboards slands on its own. Those aggressive parts may remind AT THE

GATES, while calm introg breathe of medieval fok and misty lanascapes
Mmosphere takes presence through the entire demo, mayhe reminding Greek
scene. In general THE TRAGEDIANS mastered the art of mixing the ideas very
well, 50 result speaks on its own. Add to the whole highly romantic tyrics
fwritten by vocalist Mat and ex. keyboardist Andrew), and don't say this unity
has no futtire. They will definilely grow big, and | can asstre you ahout that.
Fight for “Krull" mailing $5 to the band address!!

ULLER

reh. tape'96

Dark wave synth project from Vantaa, Finland is not any wonder as stch type
of music gets more and more various forms in different places of this carth.
Originally this must include black metal vocals as one and only bandmember
Iscar tells, yet the reviewed tape is of the beginning stage of this experience, so
it has just a 4 tracked synth recording.

Of curse, "Into The Dreams” (lille of only track) has much ta do with nathing
else but MORTHS, yet ULLER ain't that blind copy-machine. Those soundscapes
include some hrighter touches together with those melancholic fines, some
effects as well.. In any case, to wait and see how it will sound with a ful
equipment is the best way. Ths is not for sale, beller ask aboul falest news
from Iscar, who does an “ichor” zine as well

UNSHROUDED BITTERNESS

"Medieval Crystals" demo'35

Three track {+ intro) debut tape of Dulch doom/death formation, recorded
back in autumn'95. They started as MORTUARIUM and were more death metal
oriented, hut | quess the success of Dutch doom/death pioneers pushed them
io change both the manicker and band name

At least this demo is a nice surprise, because UNSHROUDED BITTERNESS do
not clown hiindly the others. They create rather own climate, using violin (Esther}
and keyhoard (Michae!) together with traditional instruments, inclucing seem to
become great vocals of Paul. Yeah, such type of vocalisl (ke ones in LOVE
HISTORY, German CREMATORY) fils those gloomy passages aimost perfect, -
even Paul musl work on still hard further on.

Order Ihis tape for $7, if you like those calm tranquil sounds mixed with
nowerful obscurity. Promo'96 should he recorded soon, and with better
production it may sound really suggestive.

V/A

*Dark Fire Dancing I* comp. tape'g6

DANGUS

DANGUS again managed lo gel some genial focal bands for the next
compilation of dark and experimental .music, including the blackiest of the
scene. First volumie has surely gained a very positive response about Lithuanian
avanigardists worldwide, so this is a next step and | bel it's 100x as betler
compiled and releascd. -

Highly professional iayout with all eredits about +5 outfits and necessary info
Playing time is 80 minutes this time, so the range of music has increased, :00.

Yet don’t expect to hear 15 masterpieces, as some bands aren't thal greal as
others, or simply are boring. I'm speaking about LAUME, SALA, HA LELA,
AKYS... definitely my taste is not the taste of the world, but you'll beller check il
out yourselves,

Surefy black and pagan music is the best here: ANUBYL POCCOLLS,
MERESSIN, not mentioning NAHASH anct VALEFAR. Experiments highly raise
GIRNU GIESMES, CADUCEUS and probably ZPOAN VTENZ  this music is new
and innovalive, but juicy as well. More folk based soundiracks are performei by
WEJDAS, SOVIILS, EIRIME.

Doubllessly "Dark Fire Dancing” will never die away, and the next compifation
will be even stronger than this tas'eful refease, which goes for 9 Lt {Listuvaiel/s
UST fworld).

V/A

NEAR DARK compilation vol.1" tape'96

NEAR DARK

The underground compilation cassetle, featuring 14 (lhrashy) black/melodic
death outfits from afl over Europe. Yet again, fke with "Near Dark" zine, there
are even half of them from Sweden, and lhal's Lhe priority of edlitors. One main’
point to check this tape out is 8 never previously unreleased tracks, so tha
makes this a worthwhile: item to obtain {or only 30 SKI/5 USD).

Thotigh nol all sangs are equally good - I've found here some very weak
compositions, not worth 1o go along with perfect death metal melodiousness of
WITHERING SURFACE, A MIND CONFUSED, BESEECH, DISSOLVED (those fast
two don’l discover new Americas, bt display their crealivily and fit the
nowadays trendy style with slighlly own ideas). it goes without saying that
NAHASH shine among bm music here, but ! was also sumprised by THY
SERPENT. First listens lsft no impression at all, but that's due to very bad
production (rehearsal?) - this lune "n Blackened Dreams” is quite genious!
Check this project aut for sure! Not bad &all are CHAINCD AND DESPERATE
from Greece, Swedes FUNERAL FROST. But | was auile disappointed or al least
expecied more from THE MARBLE ICON, MPERIAL, MELEK TALS,
GOTTERDAMMERLING, and completely shitty stuff of CABARET FOR
BEREAVED, CHAMBRE NOIR

Production still could be better, though covers and fape are ok. Enquire about
compy at NEAR DARK Prodluctions.

V/A

*NORTHERN DARKNESS Records Advance" promo’96

NORTHERN DARKNESS .

it's not your usial compilation tape, but just a promo casselle of young bul
raising ftatian labet. | quess it's the first of such kind as it includes both earlier
and completely new NDR releases. Due to every band is represenlsd by two
tracks only, we decider to review this in demo section. Lel's see what kind of
darknorth those: musicians upbring...

The Northern Side includes hree Halian hands which have Just released (heir
debuts on Ihe label. GODFUCK 93 staris il up with Iwo hard lo defing (racks.
Definition might be done either as melal or as dak mdusirial. In any case this
reminds only a poor DIABOLOS RISING/AMPALED NAZARENE rip-off, and no
hizarre effects can raise the band's actions. Those riffs sound maore than poor,
and Charles Rlasphemy, NECROMASS vocalist, can'l stand on his name wilh
that industrial voice gargiing... GODIMICK "Godiuck" 3" MCD is available for 8.

ENTIRETY is another name, and their clowning is much betler. This time we
have a deal with Gotheborg kind of death metal, so expect early DARK
TRANQUILLITY riffs... Though not bad! ENTIRETY might grow into somethinq
bigger. Check oul their "in Caelo Omnia Acciderunt’ MCD {rice: $11).
thirdl and surely the best outfit is calad HANDFUL OF HATE - auilte heard mmP
in the deeper scene, ain't #? "Qlipholhic Supreniacy” CD is out row with ten
grim tracks of black/death, either in Swedish tradition, reminding maybe
EUCHARIST and MARDLUK or /\L(‘N( N. Strll wish guys more identity, hvt they
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are the best among those three. Probably I'd buy their album - who
knows?

The Darkness Side has two bands of earfier NCR releases. First of
them is Ceechs LOVE HISTORY - read a separale review on their
MCD, next band - talians NOVGOROD: two lonoong tracks from their
demo tape "In my eyes the black light of sun”, which has only three
s0ngs. Slow heavy music, with keyboards, which can't give that charm
for the rest... At times NOVGOROD are quite bearable, but when they
starl to use borng ideas, it's better to stop Ihe player. The drummer
can go practising his technics... Well, rather weak demo and price is
too high: $6. Why ftalians adore so much Russian culture (see
monicker) 77

So far quite hard, but with help of LOVE HISTORY and HANDFUL OF
HATE, NORTHERN DARKNESS will sland on their own. Ask about
Lheir maiterder fst.

VLADINEIR :
‘Lostin My:Tedrs' demn05: | - e

Professionally done tape ypcomes frem: Mildrio, area based five
picce, and the band name is‘alrsady. cntroversidl. | don't know where
lads got that narme_fom:.fyet Isshoditl have ipeen M. Dracula’s
surroundings), but I'd jusl say Viddimir is one of 1he-most often male

whele piclure
el ol fie fest

WEJDAS

"Dykra"

DANGUS

Who liked first two demos of this wave project will surely fike the
third effort. It's kinda concent release, consisting of the only track, yet
in my eyes done a bit forced. Separale parls do not slick together in
all cases and you can't get a neat view on the whole - it still seem as
several tracks without a break.

Of curse all the soundscapes breath of the Lithuanian ancient folk
culture. I'd say, there are some mixed emotions, created by both pipe
and ringbell. A calm mood sometimes is crowned in mystery, and
otherwise progressive elements create a bit of avantgarde every now
ang then. Vocalising is quite rare on this recording, seemng as a
second rate thing, an efect. Plano part is convincing in- the beginning,
and that "techng" hint is sumyrising and out of place. It's not usual to
WEJDAS, and 1 bel does not have anything to do with the concepl. It
would have better been missed off,

"Dykra" is avallable for 7 LtfLietuvoie)/5 USD. Look out for a new
project of guys EIRIME in a near future

WITHERED EARTH

"Aholish In Thoms" demo'95

Rochester, NY and traditional extremity flowing from (he guts of five
quys, gathered together in early 1995. They have recorded this debut
demno in May'95 afready, but you may wonder to hear not the crap at
all. Four bludgeoning tracks bring forth straight forward aggression
and heavy weight on the body of the average listener. By this word
average | mean WITHERED EARTH will be acceplable ‘or only the part
of you, exactly for thase who fike death metal, its traditional form.
obviously New York style.

Away those who detest this sond! And now | must admit WITHERED
EARTH might have a perspective if they improve in wiiting some
catchy riffs using Greg's exceplional bass nes and hard work of Adam
{vocals). So far the demo with nice layout is worth of listen (for §5),
but future will tel! if WITHERED EARTH diown in the sea of extremity

Of survive,

WITHERING SURFACE

"Unigque" promo'85

"Unigue” is the first and only lape of new bom Scandinavian melodic death
metal discovery, this time coming from Denmark. Their music is circa
progressive neo-death metal, et it's not a silly copy of DISSECTION or IN
FLAMES.

On the contrary, lads ry to gel some original consonances out of Lhat,
combining speed arnd crawiing atmasphere, black metal iffing with stricl
dealh chopping, low luned growts wilb hellish screams and narative parts
fperformed by Michagl H. Andersen of EMANZIPATION Prod.). Female
singer and keyhoards aren'l forgolten, loo. The main is thal different ideas
are put logether rather tight, and they flow raturally. Michast nas some
decent ideas with his lyrics, 10o.

No wander \rat WITHERING SURFACE were signzd in May'96 @ cool
result for @ band formed in Oclober'94!) by local EUPHONIOUS Records.
Exnecting much coolr production on the debut platter in February'97, you
can get "Unique” for $ 7/DM 10/DKR 40.

XIBALBA/AVZHIA

"Ancient Blasphemies" lape'06

VISION D

Two Mexican unholy hodes joir forces on this spil release, presenting
some unrefsased backs by both. Both bards have already full-lenghl albums
out. and it may mean they lead local black metal scene, yel of curse there
should be done heavy weighls of work to get more aliention. I's my firs:
acquaintarce with XIBALBA, and quile a pleasure {o hear the ofd way of
style guys are developirg their skils or. Thrae lracks presented are writen
in various stages beginning with 1992, yel they do not differ thal mueh
Take those faster tracks of CELTIC FROST, mix them with some lhrashy
atitude and add the distorled sound. Quite refreshing bul nol much than
that.

AVZ 1A upcome with two tracks (no* Teatured or CB) of the same manner
they periorm on the album. Maybe those compositions are a bil more
straight forward and prisitive, yel wardly differ fiom che stull reviewed
elsswhere. Quite an erjoyment for black metal fan, especially If he likes
something typical

Ask about this tape for 5-6 USD rom (hs label or STORM Productions.

FULGOR

7"EP'95

MERCILESS

This Germen formation is aready formed out, affer three demo tapes
and this 3 song P, which is pretty different from what the band done
in the past. As my mind prompts they played something black/death
oriented, at least on their thid demo, and now | hear some
experimenting near the armospheric/ndustrial edge meta' music,
Vocal is still growling at times, but most of time put thew effect, drums
are programmed, keyhoards appear on the biggest part of EP..

Qdd composing, even the opening "Silent Waters Leading Deep" s
pretty metal and symphonic, especialy from the middie. | fiked that
mid tempo swirg and melody of joyful schizophrenic. Next song "Art"
is '8ss impressive, and finalty closing "The Flog" is Ike the outro, but
done withaut any care - for noise's sake,

As the band stafe in info shest, this was recorded back in 1993 and
i3 kinda unreleased material. One more band to get some rare stutt of,
And ong more potentially intéresting outfit to be splitted of... Prices:
%9 (Europe), $14 {(world).

MANIAC BUTCHER/DARK STORM

"Black Horns of Saaz" 7'FP'a5

VIFW BEYOND/PUSSY GOD

These o Crech black metal bands joined forces o this spht
refeasc as they have somc common members, and appear on the
same labe!, forrred by Barbarud Hom. He is responsible for scroams
in both bands, and Viad Blasphemer is another persor, playing in both
bands {guitar and drums).

The music is quite simitar on bath sides. MANIAC BUTCHER present
a fiic track from the debut album "Barbarians'. A very simple
structure, reminding ofd bands ke DARKTHRONE or even VENOM,
Though identity-wise they have some troub'es.

The same can be said o DARK STORM, yet their music is a bit
more various, with slower passages. Yet again typical Scandinavian
manrer doesn't let this outfit stand a bit higher.

Anyway, iIf you like black metal in a pure ancient way (that means,
without any identity in this case), ivest 6 to either lebel’s address.,

MASTER/EXCISION

split 7"EP'96

MOONLIGHT

Special back Lo the rools epee fealring one of lhe pionesrs of
deathrash, and young promvsing Dutch band, which is near (o release
a debut elbum on the same MOONLIGHT Records Well, il's quite
enjoyable even nolhing extraordinary is pleyed on

MASTER are back wilh these thiee tracks afler some years hialus.
Their style hasn'l changed, only the band ook more thrashy way
again. Even Pau’'s vaca's are in pure SEPULTURA vein of 88, Straight
lorward music, and it's no chance to find any sublile element. Thrash!!
Though the second track "Fatso" is in pure MACABRE/DISRUPT way
- purkcore oriented, lasting no more than half minute

CXCISION have caught my attention with their eppearance on
coupia comp. CDs, so | was expecting anything fresh again. Their
music on "Hollow Fusion® s still kicking, fresh deathrash with some
slow melancholic breaks, as aways! They mix both in an interesting
way, | swear. Must be interesting to listen to their debut ful tength.

Deathrash fans - grab this 7"! Prices are 8DM for Germany and 7%
for the rest of planet.

A MIND CONFUSED

"Cut of Chaos Spawn” 7"EP'06

NEAR DARK

A 1000 coples limifed follow up to A MIND CONFUSED's demo
fane reviewed i demo sectior, with two brand new songs of fre
same Swedish raging speed, infernal melocdies and  masterful
tightness.  Though it's not exactly i DARK TRANQUILLITY/N
FLAMES/EUCHARIST and friends style, the similarity is seen. Maybe
more straight forward, with more sharpness, rage, savage energy.

That was about title track. Next is "Erchartress of the Dark”, and the
prologue s much D.T. alie. But then more deathy death metal starts
fo crawl, so it hard but all in all holds on an own line. High tech is felf,
so this Stockholimian union must get on wiiting new better tunes wilh
later growing into strong bancl. So far they are on the right way. If this
EP is still on sate, you can get it trom the labe! for SKR 35 or $ 6

MORNINGSTAR

"Before The Dawn" 7'EP'98

MOONLIGHT

This seven incher featwres two uneleased sorgs of Finsh
metalers. Actually they appeared on their 1993's demo Inside The
Circle Of Pentagram”, but here we have a new version of tile track.
Well, its guite boring as only simple thrashy 1iff is played along with
typical growling vocals. Another song "Goddess of Witchcraft' is
Inore various and better, because it has some rore parts, slower and
faster. has some mood, energy at last.

| see that music was created back in 1992, but why the hefl it
should be released now?! Even there are some fans who buy it it's
lousy piece of vyril... Nothing comparable with recent MORNINGSTAR
album, which is styfish black/thrash, while this is grey thrashy
relgase... Avalable from the lebel for DMB (Germany)/$7 fworld).

UNGOD/CABAL

7'tP94

MERCILESS

This Is the first MERCILESS seven incher in their series, presenting
two German outfits of the old school. UNGOD plays black and
CABAL - death metal. | suppose the first band is more known due to
their infamous debut athum and recently released rew MCD, as well
as due to arrogant action against UNGOD of "true” blackers. Here we
o with an "Intro - Aeon of Sunless Dominion" and "Renaissance of

the Dark Arcade". Purely UNGOD sound, traditional black metal at fts
simpliest, and a very raw production. Yeah, there’s one coal 1ift down
there, but In general - nothing special,

CABAL upcomes witl. an unveleased two tracks "Frozen Hel” and
"Consume More Gore" (wiitten i 1990) of straight forward death
metal. Thrashy ritfing, fast tempo and barking vocals. German bands
like this simplicity, yet not aiways it's pleasant 1o listen to (over ard
over again). At least the production is much better, so that's a deal to
spin it down. ’

This epee st has some lfisteners, so hurry up fo mal $9
{Europe)/$14 (wor'd to MERCILESS or get three 7" from the lahe!
for $15 (Europe)/$20 (world).

UNGOD/DESASTER

7'FP95

MERCH FSS

Anothor epee featuring UNGOD. Actually it must had been split with
MAYHFMIC TRUTH, but later on DFSASTFR were taken instead.
That's obvious as their CD is marvelous. This track "The Hil' OF A
Thousard Souls" is carlior and not included or O, sa here is that rare
chance to hear it In the same von, with speed bm parts and slight
hint of thrasky metal. There are scveral better DFSASTFR songs on
I'P but this is ewcsome noncthclcss.

UNGOD don't deliver anything special. What was weitten in above
Toview may be said on this rack "Acon Of Sunless Dommion” - vary
primitve bm the old way, only two Hiffs f | court +ight. If | wore them
I'd doubtlessly hire another guitarist to make sound thisker and
supreme. But UNGOD don't agroc and that's their problcms. Also
"Oitro" firishes it up - just some bizarre sounds.

Want to mention nice artwork on both sides of FP (ever NESASTFR
side looks better with apocalyptic visions painted m bloodred). 7' s
for fans of both bands, cspecialy whist it costs pretty much fsce the
review above),

ZEMIAL

"Sleeping Unde’ Tartarus” 7"E2'94

GOTHIC/DARK REALM

Who doesn't krow {his back melal legend, nowadays deformed,
unlorunelely? Here we have a -elease of a lhreg sorg 7°EP wiih an
irproved layoul and qua'ly of tracking. I's limited to 1900 copies, so
bty up to oblair this pnk piece of vynil for $5 (USAYS7 (overseas).

ZEMIAL lead that o'd wave of Dlack, with a majestic medlieval feel,
fillect up with keyboards and miror me'odies. Mainly mid lermpo they
don'l discover anything new, bul the charm of Ihis cieation convinges,
lul's (he listener il the frighlening momenl to calch the dust of Absu
abysses

This EP was recorded back in 1992, bul when the music sounts il
doese't matter. ZEMIAL belongs exactly (o s type of legends. Oider
this from DARK REALM Records addiess! By the way, mary ol
today's bacx metal hordes daw influerces of this suprame outfit
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HAMMERHEART Productions, /o Si Keun-Bae, 0. Box 8383, Seoul, South Korea
HEAD NOT EOUND Pecords, <0 Matalion, Box 447, 1707 Samsharg, Norway
HEAVLNSHORR, ¢/a Mique! A Guticrroz, Ramon Esteban, #8, 113, 28700 8.8. de los Reyas, Madrid, Span
HEAVY MOTAL ROCK, /o Witon Marchini Christiana, Rua Washngion Lus, 513, 13.465-000 Americana, SP, Brazf
HI 5, o/n Vanarganor, Soraskogda 337, 5041 Noraas, Norway
1I01Y Records/MISANTHREPE, BP 59, 77260 1 a Ferte Sous Jouarre, France
HOMICIDE, 66 Massy Allegrett, Ve Matteorti 340, 20009 Sesto S.Clovanni, Mitano, ttaly
HYRERNOIY, 8 Ritey Sireet, Broadclough, Bacup, Lanes 0113 8PG, kngland
IMMCLATION, PO.Bax 566, Yankers. NY 10710, USA
IMPA! FIY NAZARENE, B 24, 1000 Brussels 37, Belgum
IMPERATOR MUSIC/PAVOR. /o Reiner Landiefmann, Larcherwey 17, 53424 Remagen, Germany
IMPRECATION, c/0 Wes Weaver, 1703 Pairicia Lane, Missourt Cty, X 77489, USA
INCOGNIIA, Apartadn 1090, 9051 Funcha Gorex, Portigal
INITIUM Magazine/dislribution, cz0 Fabien Pinneteau, 5 Bis La Demi-Lune, 60140 Liancourt, France
INMEMORIAN, R. 32,81 - Timirim, Timoteo - MG, 35.130-000, Brazl
INSANITY, PO.Rox 5013, CLP 501684-270, Corlaleza/CE., Braz!
INSANILY REIGNS SUPRFME, ¢/o Cri7 Jamors, Floxstraat 1, 3660 Opglabbock, Belgium
INVERIENAQICE OF DEATH Records, ¢/o Kristian Hasselhuhn, Kneklegardsgatan 33, 5-441 37 Alingsas, Sweden
JORHE ZBBERAL distribution, /o Mishal Nowakowski, 0s. POM 261/5, 22-304 Signnica Rozana, Poland
KATATONIA, ¢/0 Nystrom, Grytstigen 28, 14752 Tumba, Sweden
KON sine, /o [ski, Stowackiego 182/47, 97-300 Piotrkow Tryb., Pofand

ey o
BEBS O

acts

KORPSE, Westwood, Stoneywood Road, Aberdeen, ABZ1 9JX, Scottand, UK

LEVIATHAN Records, PO.Box 31, 751 31 Lipnik n./B., Czech Sepublic

LISTENABLE Records, c/o Laurent Perle, 18, Quai Duguai Trouin, 62430 Le Porte!, France

LOVE HISTORY, ¢/o Richard Chrobek, 26.Dubna 218, 725 27 Ostrava 27, Czech Republic

LUCIFERION, c/o Wojtek Lisicki, Poste Restante, 421-01 V.Frolunda, Sweden

LUSTFUL, Caixa Posta! 181, Belo Horizonle - MG, CEP - 30161-870, Braz!

MAN Records, 1A Travesia De Santiago De Vigo s-n, 36201 Vigo, Galicia, Spain

MARDUK, PO.Box 609, 60114 Norrkoping, Sweden

MASSACRE Records, Rauheckstrasse 10, D-74232 Abstatt, Germany

MASTER, ¢/0 Paul Speckman, 3730 SMil Ave. #M106, Tempe, AZ 85282, USA

MO FLUSH, /o Jerome Daufin, 1, rue Jean Mace, 91 300 Massy, France

MEDUSA OBLONGADA, ¢/0 Bryan Jacger, 6607 Whitall Edge Rd, Franklin, W1 53132, USA

MEGALITHIC Records, 116 £ Pleasant St. Suile 200, Miwakes, W1 53212, USA

MELANCHOLY, ¢/o Gorman Gamino, J Natividad Maciaz #1500, Frace.18 De Marzo, C.. 44960, Guadafajara, Jal, Mexico

MELANCHOLY PESSIMISM mgmt., /o Michal Chattipa, Kubelikova 60, 130 00 I'raha 3, Czech Republic

MELECHESH, PO.Box 20346, Jerusaler, lsrae!

MENTAL DESTRUCTION, PO .Box 17142, S 402 61 Cotehorg, Sweden

MERCENARY, c/o Eden Rabin, Hameginim 8, Herzelia 46666, fsrac!

MERCILESS Records, ¢/o Volker Schwechheimer, PO.Box 72, 97448 Amslein, Germany

ME TAL AGE Productions, P0.Box 42, 038 61 Vrutky, Slovakia

ME TAL BLADE Records, 2345 Leringer Road, Suile 108, Simi Valiey, CA 93065-2200, USA

METAL -CORE 7ine, /o Chris Forhes, 13 Carriage { ane, Martton, NJ 080531109, USA

MINOROT, 7451 Warner Avenie, Stite F-135, Hunlinglon Beach, CA 92647, USA

MISANTHROPY Records, PO Box 9, Hadlgigh, Suflolk IP7 5AU, England

MOLESTED, c/o Oystein G.Brun, Rasmuswn 2B, 6234 Games, Norway

MOONLIGHT Records, ¢/a Olver Kraupa, P0.Box 2924, 38019 Braunschweig, Germany

MORBID Records, Postfach 3, 03114 Drebkau, Germany

MORBID MADNESS Productions, ¢/a Patrik, Ziegeigut 12, 7206 1gis, Swiizertand

MORDETH, Avenicta 24, n0.428, Rio Clarn, Sao Paulo, GFP 13503-11C, Bradl

MORNINGSTAR, Kuusirinne 38 3, 44150 Aanckoski, Finfand

MORTAL GOD/THE STRANGES™ LIrE distribution, ¢/0 Tomi Mykkanen, Pienikirkkokatu 56, 53100 Lappeenranta, [intand

MORTAVIK, ¢/o John Spericer, 79 Princess Stieet, Blackpool, Larcs, FY1 5EQ, England

MORTEM, c/o Ferman Nebiros, PO Box 210035, Lima 21, Perut

MURDER RAPE/EVIL RORDE Recards, /o Agathodemon, PO.Bax 4912, Curifia - PR 82530-970, B!

MUSIC FOR NATIONS/PEACEVILLE Records, 333 Latimer Road, London W10 6RA, England

MUSSORGSKS, ¢/0 Gregorz Bloch, 63 Miechaw, Woj Kaliskie, Paland

MYSTFRIA distribution, ¢/o Coppola Giarluca, Via SFelice, 46, P7za del Galdo 84080 (SA), laly

MYSTIFIER, /o Armando Da Sita Conceicao "Beelzectubth?, Rua Andre Rehoucas, no. 1-A, Ribeira, Satvador/Bahia, CF:40.420
210, Brazt!

NAGLFAR, PO.Box 3523, S-903 10 lmea, Sweden

NAHASH. ¢/0 Vylas Stankus, Traku 5-2, 3000 Kaunas, Lithiania

NEAR DARK Productions/zine, ¢/0 Kim Isakisson, Nackslav. 348, 853 52 Sundsvall, Sweden

NECROPOLIS Records, ¢/ Pauk "Typhon” Thind, PG.8ox 14815, Fremont, CA 94539-4815, USA

NEGATIVE ENERGY distrinesicYDANZA IPNOTICA Records, ¢/o Sergio Marchini, Violo S.vincenzo N.3, 24060 Ghisitha (RQ), taly

NEW GOTIA-REQUIEM Records, /o Manug! Yelamos, PO.Box 17-08849, Viladecans Barcelona, Spain

NHILI LOCUS, Fermo Posta, 10042 Nichelino Centrale, Torno, Raly

NOSTHERN DARKNESS Records, /o Max, 0 Box 51, 10062 Bardonecchia (10), ttaly

NOVEMBER GRIEF, /0 Stepharic Masson, R0 Box 5107, Station B, Montreal, H38 485, Cinadi

NUCLEAR BLAST Records, Hauptstrasse 109, 73072 Donzdorl, Germany

NYGTOPHOBIC, ¢/o Tom Wi, Friedhofslr. 10, 67245 Lambsheim, Germany

OBSCENF Productions, c/o Milosiav "Curby* Urbanec, Dolany 117, 533 12 Stare Zdanice, Czech Republic

OBSCENITY, ¢/o 0.Jauch, Purschweq 5A, 26133 Oldenburg, Germany

OFFENSE, ¢/ Loren Cabaniles, Raco #3, 46700 Berirredra, Valencia, Spain

OPETH, c/0 Mikae! Akerfeldt, Vedevagslingan 34, 124 74 Banchagen, Sweden

ORPHANED LAND, 6/0 Kobi Farhi, PQ.Box 817, 59107 Bat Yam, lsrae!

OSMOSE Praductions/KRON-H, BP 57, 62990 Beaurainvile, 'rarce

PAGAN, ¢/0 Vedal F mre Bak, Atalurk Cad. Ugar Sok. 5-16, 81080 Frerkoy, Istanbul, “urkey

PARADICMA, /0 Tom Kvalsvol, Sinsenv. 56A - 2072, 0586 Oslo, Norway

PAZUZU/ALIS TRIAN BLACK METAL SYNDICAIE/DARK MAT 1T R Recards, Lothringerstr 20, A-1030 Vienna, Auslria

PENITENT, ¢/0 Beastus Rex, PO.Box 675, 4001 Stavanger, Norwey

POCCOLLS, Ramunas Personis, Seliu 59-8, 4910 Utena, Lilhuania

PRIMITIVE ART Records, PO Rox 4049, SE-300 04 Hamslad, Sweden

PUISSANCE, ¢/ Henry Moller, Hjalmgatan 148, 582 35 Linkoping, Sweden

PULVERIZER Records, PO.Box 946, Dixon, IL 81021, USA

PUSSY GOD Records/MANIAG BUTCHER/DARK STORM, /o Radim "Barbarud” Hord, Stroupecska 2144, 138 01 Zaiee, Czech
Ropublic .

RAGE Records, /o Ed Farshley, PO.Box 541620, Flushing, NY 11354-7520, USA

RAGNAROK, c/o Thyme, Box 489, 1701 Sarpshiorg, Norwdy

RASPUTINS, ¢/0 Jonss Chonovitsch, Bergthorasgade 18-5th, 2300 Kobenhavn §., Nenmark

RED HARVEST, ¢/o Thomas Brandt, ChrMichalsens gate 37, 0568 Oslo, Norway

REINCREMATION, o/ Andres Rattel, Loitsu 1-5, FEOO36, Talinn, Eslona

RELAPSE Records, PO.Box 251, Milersville, PA 17551, USA

REPULSE Records/AVULSED, PO.Box 50662, 28080 Matrid, Span

RESURRECTURIS, ¢/0 Carlo Strappa, Via Medaglic d'Oro 73, 63023 Fermo (AP), llay

RETALLIATION, c/o Rick Desrosier, PO.Box 661, W. Side Station, Worcester, MA 01602-0661, USA

RPM Entcrtainment, o/o Richard Mora, 310 4ih Strest, Sifle 2, Hermosa Beach, CA Q025 1, USA

RUINATION, c/0 Mindaugas Ckanavicius, Tuju 3-54, Vilnius, Lithuania

SANGLINARY, ¢/ Matias Leinikka, Cullvivestigen 38, 197 34 Bro, Sweden

SCREAMS FROM THE GUT TER Magarine, ¢/0 Drave Rohrbach, 268 Hillshorongh R, Bete Mead, NJ 08502, USA

SHADOWS OF MICHCLANGELO Productions/Magazing, /o Dai Katayamna, PO.Box 12787, Giinesvile, FL 32604, USA

SHINE IN DARKNESS, o/0 Valier Gallina, Via Carlo Fecia no.9, 13051 Biefa (), ltaly

SHIVER Records. Hans De Wyngaer!, Bossepleinslraat 6, 3128 Baal- Iremelo, Belgium

SIENCF DIARY zine, ¢/0 Marek Husarik, Vikova 3, 628 00 Brno, Czach Bopub

SINBAD Productions/BALLBUSTER Magazine, ¢/o David La Duke, Box 58368, Loi, KY 30768-0368, LI5A

SKYFALL Records, Rua Alfredo Guisado, no.10-3, 1500 Lisboa, Portugil

SLAVLRY, e/0 R.Desembargador, V.Castro 85, Sao Gactano, Satvadar - BA, OFP 40, 52(1-000, Brast

SOLISTITIUM Records, c/o Carsten, RO Box 12 19, 26802 Moormer'and, Germany

SONIC CORRUPTION distribution, PO Box 527, Marks: St, Melboumne VIC 8007, Austrilia

SORATH, ¢/0 Miroslv Sudio, Heyrovskoho 24, 320 06 Plzon, Crech Republic

SOULSET, ¢/0 Tommi Vaittiner, Sarkjarvenkatu 15, 53300 Lappeenranta, Finland

STORM Productions, ¢/o Jose Adofo, Apdo.Postal #19-648, C.I 03901, Mexico 19 DI, Mexico

SUPFRNAL MUSIC/BFNIGHTED LEAMS, 27 Fortis Green, Fast Finchiey, L onden N2 9.1, England

SWORNDMASTER, c/o Noduveidt, Skolgatan 7, 452 00 Stromslad, Sveden

SYPHILIS distrib:tion/newsletter, ¢/o Mika Jarvio, |.ammasrinne 3A18, 01710 Vantaa, Fin'and

TAGA Records, PO.Box 5, Irutnov 547 9%, Gzech Renublic

THEATRE OF TRAGLDY, o/c Raymond . Rahonyi, Presloyveion 24, 4052 Royneberg, Noresy

IHEATRES DES VAMPIRES, Va FGentile, 7, 00173 Rome, aly

THE 3RD AND THE MORTAL, t/o Bemt, PO.Box 1014, N-7002 'roncheim, Norway

THIRST, /o Ceecutta, Osiediowa 4/3, 06-300 Przashysz, Poland

TEMPERANCE, ¢/o Ernarol, Vinamans Vag 8, 3572 34 Vaxjo, Sweden

TOMB, ¢/o Cesar Betancourl, 349 South Clefa Ave, Los Angeles, GA 90022, USA

THE TRAGEDIANS, ¢/0 Joremy Lioyd, 61, Ridgway Place, Wimbledan, London, SW19 45P° England

TSATTHOGGUA, ¢/0 C.Schulz, D, Klausener 20, 45770 Marl, Germany

ULLER, e/o Iscar, Saralic: 2¢ 34, 01300 Vantaa, Finfand

UNCLE UNDERGROUND Productions, c/a Janssens Jan, Mussenho in 39, 2530 Roechoit, Bo'giur

UNDEAD WOOD Praductions/THY REPENTANGE, ¢/o Denis Shudegov, PO.Box 110, 620062 Tkaterinburg, Russia

UNSHROUDED BIT TERNESS, /0 Panl van Buuren, Schans 21, 1261 M. Blarcum, Holland

USURPER, PO.Box 388897, Chicano, IL 60638-8897, USA

VALEFAR, ¢/0 M Lekeginskas, PD. 1044, 3042 Kaunas, Littu:

VIEW BEYOND Recards, o/o Pavet Tust, PO.Rox 35, 348 01 Stribra, Czech Repriblic

VIRTUAL Records, ¢/o Carlos Marciros, R.Adgling Amaro Da Costa (OL do Borell 50/Esa, 2700 Amadord, Portugal

VISION D Recards, ¢/o Gorzain Torres, Ap. 137-07, 09290 DI, Maxico

VLADIMIR, ¢/0 Patrick Ledda, via Quasimodo 32, 20043 Arcore (M0, ltaly

VOICE OF DESTRUCTION, 19 Devon Street, Gosterses, 7560, Cape Town, Sotith Alfrica

VOICES OF WONDFRZUPHONIOUS/TEA Records, Peler Mesnickow, Sankt Jorgens Ae 7, 1TH UG, 16%5 Kobonhen V.,
Denmark .

VOICES OF WONDER Records, PB 2010 Grunerlokka, Tofles gl5b%, N-0505 Oslo, Norway

WARDOB, 4747 E, L lio! Suite 29-477, Phoenix, A2 85044-1629, USA

WARMASTFR Racords/TYPHON, Mauricio "Rull Matal" Montoya, A.A066642, Medatin, Colombia

WEJDAS, c/o Daritis Genutailis, Kestucio 23-8, 4430 Jurbarkas, Lithuania

WITHERED EARTH, o/o Chris Burgio, 24 East Garden Drive, Rochestor, NY 14606, USA

WRNNG AGAN Records, o/c Wez Wenedikier, PO Box 120 26, §-245 02 Hiarup, Sweden

XIBALBA, AP 136-070, 08020 Mexico DF, Mexice
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