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MUSIC FOR GENERATION ARMAGEDDO!

STORM BEFORE CALM

Primordial - Storm Before Calm (CDILP)

Primordial’s fire cannot be quenched, and this album should bring
them further on their journey. This is Celtic passion expressed by
one of the most unique, innovative and passionate bands to grace
the Metalscene over the last decade!!!

Thyrfing - Vansinnesvisor (CD/LP}

This album captures the fury and rage of the once mighty Svea-
Vikings! Thyrfing have perfected their sound without losing their uni-
que and strong identity, resulting in this album...

Forged in fire and ice up North!

Glonulipmms
Hagalaz’ Runedance . Necrophobic
Frigga's Web {CDILP) Bloodhymns (CD/LP)

Music from the world of Asatru... The best Swedish Death Metal band is
neo folk/ambient back with & vengeancell!

Hammerheart Records,
www.hammerheart.com hhr@hammerheart.com
fax: +31 (0)46 4373800 phone: +31 (0)46 4373600

Internecine - The Book of Lambs{CD/LP)

Maybe the best combination of brutality and technical skill 'so far, in
the history of Death Metal. A superb, blasting production and songs
straight out of the Abyss, created by craftsmen of the first degree...
All lambs get staughtered now!

Various Artists - Music for Generation Armageddon (CD)
These are apocalyptic times, with a possible Armageddon lurking in
every corner of society. Let this be the soundirack to that very
moment in timell! An exxxtreme(ly) low-prized sampler...

Get it and set your stereo on fire!

Marifade

Imaginarium (CD/LP)
Fantastic. Power Metal from Sweden!

distributed by
Border Music
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ed to Morbid Feary,'by’the way?
not the guy to ask about that one. Sorry.
u see the blggest dxfferencc between the new album,

L the time though Black Sabbath is my
sle, old Rambow and DIO have a b1g

k‘mdeed some ver ,go,od bands coming up all over the
'arid many of the CId'classics still manages to make -

one kind of topic when it comes to the
lmcs, Satanism or whatever. In Iniquitys
=a1mg with various stuff and that makes

inter sting, | I mean, who wants to read a manual about * “how to
. wirn a baby inside out” for 45 ‘minutes? know that some do,
but we get bored with i it after a couple of songs. ‘
“Are the lyrics of equal impertanice to you as the music?

- Not really Music to me is what comes out of my speakers. Not
how the band looks, or what they say, although we do make a
great deal out of the lyrics. I won't just sing anything!

What Mads actually is 'singi:ng about on Grime, is for you to read

in the booklet. With one exception that is, and that’s the ending
song, the second part of Poets Of The Trench, which is the only
song whose lyrics are not prlnted

- It’s a story Thomas wrote in the studio. It’s about a soldier
dying during the WW1, in the battle of Somme in France, which
is between England and Germany. He’s lying in a trench covered
in almost frozen clay; holding on to his guts, which are hanging
out from his stomach. He’s thinking back to when he was sitting
in the train with all the other soldiers, on their way to the front,
smoking cigarettes and exchanging war stories. Its a continuation
of the song Poets Of The Trench, and we thought that it would be
more interesting if people could figure it out by them selves We
mxght put it on our homc page though

Its not impossible to figure the lyrics out as they are spoken. It
could be more difficult to keep up with the Iyrics in the other
songs, in which Mads is growling his way through. Actually it is
really impressive that he manages the vocals while playing his
guitar at the same time, as his parts are not all that simple.

- I'sit at home and speak them out, while playing guitar. It takes.
a little practice.

One thing that really goes well with the music is the cover of the
album. The sick collage is quite Carcass-like I would say.

- It was done by an American guy named Daniel Long. He did
the Deranged cover as well. Very talented and twisted guy.

Ever since the beginning, one could say that Iniquity has been
faithful to Mighty Music. Apart from the debut album
Seranadium, which was released through Emanzipation;, but that
is actually the predecessor to Mighty Music. Maybe it’s time for a
change, in order to try out some new people to work with?'

- I think about it all the time, but T'm quite happy with Mighty
Music. There’s no doubrt that we are their no 1 priority, and the
promotion for Grime has been good. As for now, we are off the
hook; so we can take any offer we want. We'll see what happens.
Bjarke and Michael, the label managers of Mighty Music, are as
metal as it is possible to be, I imagine, operating under the motto
"We'll still be metal when you have short hair, an ugly wife, and
work 9 to 5", They seem to be die-hard fans of the music they
are releasing, and that’s really important and unfortunately not
very usual.

- Yeah. That’s the cool thing about these guys, but still they are
youngsters compared to us. Whether others labels hke their
bands, I don't know.

On the Mighty Music releases I have in my possession, the duo
also have the title “executive producers”. How involved were they
for example in the making of Grime? k

- Executive producers are the ones that put money into it. That’s
what they do, along with a whole bunch of promotion, of
course. We more or less get to decide everything about the album
by ourselves, and that’s the way we want it!

Ithas come to my knowledge that beside Germany, Iniquity has
never played outside of Denmark. Earlier this year, they were
supposed to go on tour with Incantation but that never
happened. There have also been some plans for tours with other
big bands, but none of them ever became reality.

- We've actually played in Czech Republic at the Nuclear Storm
festival. That was a total blast! Incantation cancelled the tour,”
because their drummer had a back injury. We were supposed to
go on tour with Nile twice, but Century Media, which is a big
label, threw a big bag of money on the table, so that Forsaken
(hey Anders!) and Carnal Forge could go instead of us. That
greedy little tour manager couldn’® resist that, and I know it
pissed Karl from Nile off pretty bad. It’s all about -money, but
we'll tour!

Prm sure you will. And when you do, keep in mind thas it’s not
all that far to Sweden.” '

- Well, no. Do you guys like Danish death metal? If you do, you
should come the Gothenburg Death Fest on ]une 1st, where we
will be headlining.

So where in the world do you think you have the most of your
fans?.

- I would say Czech Republic and the US
Judging from what Mads told me about the scene in his native

‘Denmark, I guess they are not playing all that often there either.

- We get to play in Denmark about once a month, in average.
The scene here is fucking lame. We would like to play some
more in Sweden. Again; the bridge. :

Yeah, it’s really easy for you guys to cross the water, and I'm sure
many people here would appreciate a dose of your metal. You're
welcome, any time! :




people. The line up this year is 2 killer with bands like my
favourite Swedish band Candlemass and Rob Halford Bruce
Dickinson and many others.

the time, could you not lobby for getting more tours to Sweden?
For example; a-package like the X-mass festivals we talked about
earliér, which these four Karlstad-warriors took part in together
with Cannibal Corpse, Marduk, Dark Funeral, Krisiun, Kreator
and Nile, would be quite successful here I believe. Unfortunately,
according to Erik the promoters of these kinds of rours are more

skeptic.

- Shows like this are almost always sold out down in Europe.
The promoters that organize X-mass and the No mercy tours
inks that it is to expensive to do these kind of tours in Sweden
d the rest of Scandinavia, becatuse of the’ costs for the ferry and

A whole lot of stuff changes as time goes by, but some things remain the same. When you see a new
album with the Vomitory-loggo on the shelves of your local record-dealer, you can be sure it will
give you a great dose of qualitative death metal, You can simply count on Vomitory. Blood Raptu
is the fourth album from Karlstads finest, and it was about the time I shed some light on the ban
with an article in Amputation. Here's bassist and singer Erik Rundquist, at your service.

They have stayed true to the style of music they once started
with, completely ignoring the trends that we've seen come and

go. It’s only strengthened their cred, and now that the interest for

death metal is increasing again, a whole lot of people must have
been awaiting the 25:th of March; the release-date for Vomirorys
second album for Metal Blade, Blood Rapture. The first two
albums, the 1996-debut Raped In Their Own Blood and

Redemption from 1999, were released through Fadeless Records,
but since the quartet relocated to the German label, one can see
more and more of them in the press.

- Yes; since Metal Blade is a mush bigger label and have worked
with this for so many years. They know: what to do and they
promote and advertise a lot, and that is really good for us. People
that haven't heard about Vomitory before are now able to check
us out much easier. :

And still, you dont seem to have toured more on Revelation
Nausea than on any of the previous albums?

- No we haven't. We did a European tour with Canmbal Corpse
and played on the No mercy festivals but that was before we
released Revelation Nausea. After the release of that album, we
did some gigs in Holland and we played the X-mass tour this
December We didn’t do a special tour for the album.
at X-mass tour was not a totally pleasant ride, so I've heard.
Some of these hard boys seem to have suffered from various

of pain'in his stomach, so we missed thar ¢ glg Then Lhad

. the long travelling berween the places. Besides, they claim that
. the shows would not sell out in Sweden.

ind a Welrd, isntie? I mean, the metal scene in Sweden is
ywadays stronger than in a long time, and the interest for new

a5 well as the old bands seems to be increasing again. Not many

to visit the hospital in Vienna so | missed that one, but the other.
guys still managed to play three songs on that gig. We manage
to play the fest of the tour, except fot the last gig that was

cancelled for Cannibal Corpse and us, because of our flight

- departures. The thing is that we missed our flights anyway. We -

arrived to Sweden on the 24th of December and then [ went
straight to the hospital. On the doctors’ order, [ stayed home for =
two weeks because of the infection I had in the stomach.

[ certainly hope that the tour-situation will change with this new
album. The first gigs to promote Blood Rapture will be on the
tour with Amon Amarth, Diabolic, Callenish Circle & Sins Of
Omission in April and May, and even though this will be yet
another tour that won't bother visiting Sweden, it sure will cover’
a big part of the European countries.

- We will play in England, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Czech
Republic, Austria, Iraly, Switzerland, Spain and France. We look
forward to this tour, because we haven't played with any of these
bands before and we will play in many new places.

Are there any other tours planed for Blood Rapture!

- No, the only gigs confirmed besides this tour are three gigs in
Finland, the Wacken festival and maybe some festivals in
Sweden.

Yeah, I've heard that you will play Wacken this year as well. That
must be very exciting, as it is the biggest metal festlval here in

Europe. :
- Yes, that will be a great gig and hopefully in front of alot of

weden has some of the best bands in the world when it comes
to death metal, both old ones and new ones. I think other

 countties have a lot of good old bands as well, but they don't

have the same growth with new bands like Sweden has.

he telease-date for Blood Rapture is stated already in the

- beginning of this interview, but that goes only for Europe. The
- American fans will have to wait another two months (May 21:st)

before this album will be available in their stores.

- Sorry, but I really don’t know why it has to bee that way.

The more I'm listening to Blood Rapture, the more I get the
feeling that you have written material which is more straight
forward than for instance Revelation Nausea. You've always played
classic death metal the way it was meant to be, but the new
material is rawer than never before.

- We just try to develop our sound for every record and I don’t
think we changed anything from Revelation Nausea o Blood
Rapture. But 'm pleased to hear that you think so. We had more
time to do the songs for Revelation Nausea than for Blood
Rzzpture, s0 maybe that’s reflected in the sound.

Many have mentioned Napalm Death as one comparison to your
music; and I would say that it fits for the new material as well.

- That's good, because we all like Napalm Death and we've all
been listening to them for many years. We don't try to copy them
or any other band, but if you are going to compare, why not to
Napalm Death.

When you compare, do it with the best, righ On Revelation
Nausea, I also felt a spirit of Bolt Thrower in some of the songs,
and [ feel that on some places among the new songs as well. For
example, the melodies in Eternity Appears.

- Well, Bolt Thrower is one of my absolute favourite death metal
bands. Maybe subconsciously there are some influences from
them in our music but as I told you before, we dont try to copy
anyone.

No, absolutély not. Vomitory have over the years created an own
style; and even though some of the inspiration might come from
the bands mentioned above, the roots are to be found in old
Swedish classics, such as Carnage, Nihilist/Entombed and stuff
like that..

- Yes, the death metal bands we all mostly listen to are the old
“school Swedish-ones. And that is what Vomitory is all about, old
school Swedish death metal mixed with a lot of grind. -

Blood Raptureis the second album thar’s been recorded as a

Now that you are on a label that puts théir bands ob the road all:

quartet (the line-up is beside Erik consisting of the Gustafsson-
brothers, Tobias on drums and Urban on guitar, and guitarist Ulf
Dalegren) and I guess that they are more than happy to continue
as a four piece. Erik has indeed grown as a singer, and it sounds
as he isn't doing anything else but screaming into the
microphone all day long.

- Thank you. When we recorded Revelation Nausea, 1 had only
been singing for about four months, and didn’t try to experiment
with my voice as | have this time. Of course now I've been :
singing a lot more so the voice is mush better both in the studio
and live: And it’s so mush easier to be only the four of us in the
band. We are pleased it all worked out.

Apart from a couple of the songs; in'which Ulf and Erik helped
out, drummer Tobias is responsible for the composing of the
music. That’s quite unusual, but the man is capable of more than
just beating on the drums.

- Yes, he makes all his songs on an old acoustic guitar at home,
and then he plays everything for us in the rehearsal-room. That’s
how we mostly do our songs. Tobias is the best songwriter of us,
which makes it only natural that he does most of the riffs.

So was all the material completely written and arranged before
you took of to Malmé and Berno Studios?

- No, I think we wrote three songs and about four or five lyrics
in the studio. I can tell you that it’s really hard to work under the
pressure of time in the studio, but we managed and the result is
really good. We have done a song or two in the studio during the
recording of our last three CD’s; but this time it was to mush
work that we had to do. Next time we're going record an album,
we worn't go until everything is completely finished. We've
promised that to our selves:

Ever since Redemption (1999), the band has always returned o
Berno studios, to record their albums with Henrik Larsson.
There’s nothing wrong with the work this man has done for
Vomitory this far, however one might think that a change will be
a good move for the next recording.

- We are very pleased with him and I think this album is the best
produced so far. We worked a little different with the guitar-
sound this time, to get a more distinct sound and I think that
worked out really well. For our next album, I think we will
change studio and maybe producer too. That way we might
develop our sound, and get some new ideas. But that is a long
time from now, so we have not really thought about it yet.

A change in procedure was actually made with Blood Raprure, as
the co-operation with Peter Wallgren, who did the cover artwork
for Redemption and Revelation Nausea, ended. Instead, the job
was given to Michael Finsberg. The new cover look good as well, -
but it differs quite much from the scuff that Peter used to deliver.

- Peter has painted everything this far for Vomitory, so we
thought it was about time to try something different. Peter is a
really good painter, but he can't paint the really brutal things we
wanted to have this time. That's why we asked Michael, who
does his work with paintbrush, and I think it turned out the way
we wanted it.

P’m sure it did. But the most important thing is what’s been
recorded on the disk inside the booklet, and that my friends, is
some really good music.



Doing justice to the legendary bands from the 80, you have to do more than just making new
songs based on used Venom-riffs. The Swedish Hellcult of Bewitched recently released their new
album Rise Of The Antichrist, and once again theyve shown us how it’s supposed to be done. Here’s
the man responsible for most of the material, guitarist/vocalist Vargher, to give you bis opinion on

: things.

Bewitched is a rather well known act within the Swedish metal
scene, and there’s a good reason for that. Since the start back in

1995, they've released three full-length albums which all were a
kick in the ass of all the so called retro bands that tried to ride on
the renewed popularity of the old heroes. Their latest strike into
the metal-world Rise. Of The Antichristwill once again show that
they know how it’s supposed to be done, and they should be very
pleased with it.

- We are still very satisfied with the result, most due to the fact
that this was the first time we recorded an album completely by
ourselves. This made everything much easier and that can be
heard when listening to it. It sounds way more professional than
ever before. ‘
Rise Of The Antichrist was recorded already in May 2001, but was
not released until eight months later. A delay is often caused by
the label, in order to wait for the right time for releasing their
products, however this time, the blame is on the band.

- Yes, it was our fault that it got so delayed. We had some

problem getting the photds done and to be honest with you, we

are a bunch of lazy bastards. The thing is that Hellfire lives iri
Gothenburg and the rest of us in Ume4, so it wasn’t the easwst
- thing to gather the whole band.

Is Rise Of The Antichrista result of the efforts made by the whole .

“band?

‘'songs were already finished. However, for the next album I am

- The main influence for the new album was simply listening to
our previous album Az the Gates of Hell from 1999, which we
nowadays consider being a mistake from our side. It turned out
way too melodic and all the aggression was lost. It should have
never been released. I wrote all the music for Rise of the Antichrist
and me and Wrathyr wrote the lyrics together. This was actually
the first time we worked like that and it turned out killer. ,

A change in the line-up since the last album is the new guitarist

Hellfire. He replaced Spider, who filled Blackheims shoes after

‘his departure shortly after the release of album #2, Pentagram

Prayer. Hellfire has found his place within the band, but we'll
have to wait for the next album to check out his composing- -
skills.

- Hellfire did not contribute with any material for the Rise Of
The Antichrist. He joined the band quite late so most of the

sure that he will contribute with some shit.

Bewitched have thrashed a decent amount of stages and

" performed in front of thousands of people over the years. Theyveyfﬂh .

also covered some of the biggest meral-festivals in Europe, but as
with many bands from Sweden, they've gained bigger support
outside of their-home country. ‘
- It’s hard to say in whlch country we have the biggest support, ‘

but the most memorable gigs we've done so far were in Mexico
City, Finland, Germany, Portugal and Italy. Also the shows at
Wacken and' Dynamo were totally great.

Speaking of Mexico: Bewitched is one of quite few bands from
Sweden that had the chance to travel across half the globe to do
some shows. It was back in the winter of 2000, when you'

presented the Hellcult to the Mexican audience. One gets to hear -

all kinds of stories about the South-American maniacs, and
Bewitched too got to experlence the devotlon from the fans over
there. :

- - Tt was totally insane, The people over there were so dedicated
 to this kind of music and it was nothing but great to play there.

I guess that playing the kind of music they do, the dream would
be to put on a massive show with all kinds of bombs, fire etc, but
that is probably our of the questxon (financially). At the moment
anyway.

- I'am very satisfied with the performarnce we are able to do
right now because we are a great live band. There is a lot of
aggression involved together with the traditional fire-breathing
and the use of blood. Of course it would be great to be able to
use pyro and so on. We have actually thought about it, so maybe

on the upcommg tour. All I can say is that it will be one hell of a

show!
Their present show is indeed hlghly recommended, and if you

- get the chance to catch them on some gig in the future, you

should definitely not miss the opportuniy.

“. - Pure aggression is the best way to describe it. Total fucking

mayhem!-
And if you have never seen them in action, an optlon would be
to get their CD Hell Comes To Essen from 1998, 1t’s a live CD

. that was recorded during the World Domination tour in

Deécember 1997, a tour on which they played together with
Enslaved, Swordmaster, Demoniac, Dark Tranquillity; and
Dellamorte. I believe that it has captured the spirit of their
performance.

- Yeah; because it was a very honest recording. At first, it was
intended only to be used for the World Domination-video, but
Osmose insisted to release it as a picture-LP as well. We thought
that it would be a cool idea to release it as our own: live as well,

* ‘since nobody actually listens to a picture disc anyway. Most

people just put it on the wall.
And the eternal question that follows every live- -recording. Was
-any of that material polished in the studio?

- No, nothing atall. It was only recorded on two tracks so that
was exactly the way we sounded that hellish night in Essen.

The band was started by Vargher (vox/guit) and Blackheim (vox/
guit) back in 1995, due to the lack of quality of metal bands that
were around at that time. Later on Reaper (drums) joined their
forces and they entered the Chamber of Hate to record their first
demo-tape Hellspell. Shortly afterwards, bass player Wrathyr

- completed the line-up, and the debut album Diabolical

Desecration was recorded, to show the world how it should
sound. Over the years, not much has improved in the scene

according to Vargher, and he s still pissed of at all the crap that’s

being released.
< No: There are still some few great bands but the scene is, and
will always be, infected by scum who torally lack any kind of
talent and musical intelligence.

Diabolical Desecration came just one year after the formation of
the band, and was supported by a European tour with Ancient

Rites, Sacramentum and Enthroned. Personally I think that ic
still can be considered as a pretty strong album, and it definitely
stands strong against the competition éven these days.

- Thanks. I am still very proud of that album and satisfied with
it, considering the circumstances around the recording of it. We
weren't signed to Osmose back then and financed the recording
by ourselves. We only spent three days in the studio.

Beside the already mentioned albums, the discography is
completed with the MCD Encyclopedia Of Evil (1996),
containing covers of Venom, Bathory, Mercyful Fate, Celtic
Frost, Black Widow plus a couple of their own songs. Osmose
made it possible to release the debut Diabolical Desecration and
today, Bewitched is still releasing albums on that label. And their
co-operation seems to work out pretty well.

- Hmmm, yeah [ guess so. They have made it possible for us to
tour and we've had a lot of merchandise available, so I don't
complain. Still I feel that they could have done more. But [ am
never satisfied.

For a band that is so possessed by the 80’s thrash/black metal
bands, I'm curious of whether Vargher ever check out some new
bands/releases?

- Haha, yeah I actually do. Some of the latest things [ bought or
listened to that I found interesting were the new King Diamond
album, Kreator’s: Violent Revolution, the last Diabolicum album
and some more.

Some of the old classic bands are still around these days, however
only few of them makes music that is close to the masterpieces
they once recorded. Take a band like Bathory for instance, whose
latest LP Destrayer Of Worlds is miles away from what they used
to record. A band that you on the other hand still can count on
is Mercyful Fate.

- Bathory don't really exist for me these days. I heard some
tracks from Destroyer Of Worlds and to be honest, it sounded like
shit. The last Destruction album was a positive surprise because I
was a bit disappointed with A/ Hell Breaks Loose. Mercyful Fate
is one of the only bands that I simply refuse to say anything bad
about, simply because there is no reason to. Ok, 9isn’t as good as
Don't Break the Oath, which is the best album ever. Still the new
releases have kept a very high standard. I've heard Venom’s Cast

* in Stone but found it rather uninteresting; There were some good

songs like The Evil One, but all in all it was crap. I haven’t had
the chance to listen to the last Sodom album though, so I can’t .
really comment that one.

Bewitched is by far not the only band that the four warriors play
in. Vargher is also playing in Ancient Wisdom and Havayoth,
and Wrathyr in Setherial. Both of them are also members of
Naglfar and Purgatorium. Also Hellfire and drummer Stormlord
have got gigs on the side, so the whole band seems to be able to
keep themselves occupied.

- Hellfire also plays in Florida-styled death-meétal band Bleeding
and Auberon, who has released two albums on Black Mark.
Stormlord played drums on the first Nocturnal Rites albums,
and now also plays in a band called Scissorhands.

Is every one of these bands of equal importance for you?

- I can only speak for myself and for me, all my bands are of
equal importance. They are my children. It is no problem since it
is only Bewitched and Naglfar that is rehearsing and doing gigs.
All right, times out so [ let the occupied musician of the hook.

* - Thanks for the support. Worship the Fire!

I will.




Sinister is one of the bands from the Dutch scene, that have
stuck to their death metal in wet and dry. Their new album
Creative Killings will surely please their old fans, as it is just as
good as all their previous releases. One thing that struck me
when I received this new CD from the Hammerheart-office was
however not the music, but the singer. First Johan Liiva was
replaced by Angela Gossow in Arch Enemy, and now there is a
women behind the microphone in Sinister. What is going on
within the death metal scene?

- I think that feminism has stroke the metal scene, haha!

The original singer Mike (1988-1997) did the vocals on the first
Houwitser album, and is now screaming in Death Squad. Erik
took aver between 1998 and 1999, and is right now working on
a new project. Before Rachel joined, a guy named Joost lasted
between 1999 and 2000, and he is today singing with Inhume.
Rachel is indeed a very good smger, and her vocals fit the music
of Sinister perfectly. I'd say it’s about the time more women takes
pactin the scene.
2 Well, T don’t know if that’s the case. Rachel has been into death
metal for 12 years now, so it's not something new to her, The
only thing that's new to her is that she is.now performing in a
well known band wirthin the scene. I think if’s OK that more
omen will take part in the scene. If they have the quality that

, over the years there’s only been Jo Bench (Bolt
r) and Sabine Classen (Holy Moses) that were part of :
ul metal bands. Apart from all the black metal combosof
that uses female vocals as 2 counter pole to the male
ing/screaming, but that does not really count. ‘
ou're right. In that case you will be using a girl fo
s, ‘
ing and playing gigs is one thmg, but sharing a tour—bus
a chick can be a whole different story: We all know that
Uy humor is seldom appreciated by the women:

Doubtlessly one of the longest-running death metal bands in

Europe. Every soul that’s into this music has, at least at som

occasion, heard Sinister from Holland. I'm quite sure of,

 that. Their latest album is just another addition to

their great discography and I had a chat with

their bassist Alex, who was very economical
with his answers.

lldisposed recorded such album last year with covers of Death;

Carcass, Dark Throne; Venom, Autopsy, Pestilence, Obituary

and others.

= I haven't heard it.

Hypnosia has done it, as well as Houwitser and Amon Amarth

(that I know of). Whar am I talking about? Of course the fact

.. that they’ve all recorded a cover version of the old thrash-classic

band Possessed.

—Y : All those bands recorded it because of a tribute album,
hich was never released.

- Yeah, we both play in Houwitser and both bands are important
for me and Aad. Thanatos is not an ‘issue anymore because Aad
isn't playing with them anymore. The most important thing is to
schedule everything and then it’s not a problem.

In the mid 90%, Sinister toured quite frequently, and they even
did a big tour in the US. Even though the scene has grown again
after the black metal years in the late 90’s, Alex is not very -
optimistic about the future.
- The scene will never be as big again as in the beginning
90’s. It’s still possible to do big tours, if you have a good
No mercy festivals; etc.
Holland (as well as the rest of the world) has seen

| (1996) bquggr fve Measures from 1998 put an end to that co-
Killings is the debut for thelr native

every magazine ['ve read lately Pve stumbled upon

support than they ar nturian, Houwitser, the above mientioned and 4

= Nuclear Blast offer -

“.time for a change after te

; ‘coptr‘act and hopefull}{ bett

o

Your latest album Creative Killings

start over a decade ago; is out and it

death metal you offer the fans. Did everyth
rehearsing/recording etc) go smoothly?

= Well; there are always some problems. But in 2 way
recording went on as planed.

I'(and I'm’sure many with me) CAR'E Wt 10 see thlS new

ky to have some of them as your label-
nber and Necrophobic. We can be happy we
still have the | s in Florida; that continues to-feed us with
great death meral (Morbid Angel, Cannibal Corpse, Malevolent

- She is used to it, haha! It’s not something that offends her and
that’s the cool part of her. We didn’t have to adeprt to Rachel

because of her gender. She was simply a new Sinister member.

Singers are far from the only line-up changes within this Dutch
band. Different musicians have come and gone over the years,
and just recently I found out that guitarist Bart has left the band.
What was the reason for his departure?

- Bart is a good guy but he just couldn’t find the time and
devotion anymore to put 100% into the band. Just recently, his
wife gave birth to their third child so he has other priorities.

It didnt take long before Bart’s replacement was found, and the
band could announce that Pascal Grevinga from Cantara will fill
his shoes. Still, it was not all that easy to find a suitable man for
the job.

- Well, it’s pretty hard to find an excellent guitarist nowadays A
lot of people play in a band, but their technical skills are usually
far from perfect. I got a lot of applications, most of them from
the US, but we wanted a guitarist that lived in Holland."
Fortunately, Jens of God Dethroned knew someone that was
suitable for the job. We rehearsed and it all went pretty good:

Creanon, Hate Eternal, D1v1ne Empire and many others)
- Indeed!!!
¢ other hand, many thrash bands have been popping up
weden, and for instance The Haunted is having a huge
ith their music: That kind of stuff seems to be the next
“trend in our country.

- Ifs not really my style, bur I can appreciate it just because it
has aspects of music that I'like, which are aggression and musical
skills.

Indeed metal, in many forms, is getting stronger again and that is
yummy!

live, playing all the great songs from it, But 1 guess that wewill
have to wait some more. Recently, the announced European tour
was canceled; and even though a new tour is being planed at the:
moment, Sweden will probably not being include on the list.

- Hammerheart wanted # cool package on tour; but -
unfortunately the costs were too high and they had to cancel the .
whole thing. Sinister will probably go on tour after the summier,
because Aad and me are both busy with Houwitser right now. Its
also'to late to schedule a new tour before the summer. It’s really
the job of promoters to get a tour also to Sweden but I don’t
think this will happen soon, just because of the costs.

The bad luck is proceeding, as the planed US-tour that was
scheduled for this spring'is still.
< We should do.a tour.in Ma
of time to confirm everythin

I have read that Sinister i$ planning to release a2 whole album
with covers of old death metal classics, and that their old
guitarist Ron will be playing on it. Even though Pascal is a
regular member of the band now, Ron is still considered for this
album. And with the bands they've decided to cover, I believe
that it will be a really interesting album.
- Yes, we will do covers from Pungent Stench, Autopsy, Kreator,
Infernal Majesty, Celtic Frost, Death and some others. Ron will -
be a part of the band on this CD and also on the next Sinister
CD. But he will not be a real member and perform live.
The idea is however not very unique. The Danish veterans

the promoter is takmg alot
stlll uncertain.

As already mentioned; drummer Aad and Alexsare beside Sinister
also a members of Houwitser, and Aad is also playing with the
reformed Thanatos. Both bands are quite active by playing shows
and recording albums, but that doesn’t seem to be a problem for
Sinister. :
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T bey started oat already bac/e in 1992 by
playmg covers of Pestilence, Death, Bolt
Thrower and Paradise Lost. Varzoas lme—up
changes ledto a stable trio conszstmg of

_ guitarist Ronn T yssen, drummer Gavin

Harte and singer k
that still today forms be core of Callenish

_ Circle. As the band celebrates a decade within
 the scene, they have a new album out on thezr
new label and thmgs are finally working out

well for Patrzck and the rest of the qumtet.

. Flesh: Power- Dominian-was recordéd and mixed alread)r in May

last year. Now that if’s finally out and the boys (the trio plus

‘Roland Schuschke on bass and guitarist Remy Dieteren) have

gotten some distance to it, they are very pleased with i.

-Yes, after.almost one year we are still very sarisfied with the
final outcome of the album. The sound is very powerful and
intense; but still clear enough to hear all little details in the big

‘wall of sound. Furthermiore; the packaging has turned out pretty
nice too, so all in all we are still very happy with the album. Of

course there are always some minor thmgs that could have been
done better, but that’s just normal I guess. We will work on those
details; so next time we'll get a step closer to perfection. I mean if

‘coat that suits. them perfectl

because you should always aim for i 1mprovement as a musician.
The album was recorded at the Stage One Studro in Germany .

hand in hand, and even thou

thing, there are of course thmgs tha dlffers the new alburn from
 the previous two. ' ‘

- Frrst, of all, musically wise Flesh Power._. Domznzon is more .
rward than the previo albums It’s in the same

' miisical direction though but the overall sound has become a)‘r"

more powerful resultrng ina mote iritense and aggressive s ound'
It grabs you by the balls so to speak. Besides, we took another
step forward regardmg sound quality. This doesn’t mean we are
not saisfied wich the productron n Frankys Recordmg Kltchen, -

:where we. recorded our old stuff;, but I think the new album -
- sounds even more powerful. As I said before, there should always
- be room for improvement. - s

Flesh_Power._Dominion will be released in February, éndl,believe

that a big party should take place shortly afterwards in order 0
celebrate such a great album: ,~
- Yes there will be a CD-release party on the 1st of March in the ,

 Fenix-club in Sittard here in the Netherlands. That night three
local bands will play as guest: Chaos Control, Burial and

Sectarian. We've organized such release—partles for the other two

albums as well, and it always turns out to be a cool happemng

witha lot of people and friends.




> in their music, especi
T can hear a little bit of

and started listening to mi

I must say that Black Sabbath ne
“interest, nor for the other band-
- little bit before our time.

" A band that, despite their cheesine ,
younger kids to heavy metal several years ago was Hammerfall.
They cerrainly are not coming with any fresh ideas, and I feel
that they are only re-recording stuff that's already been recorded.
Still, there are a bunch of lowing in their steps,
and they seem to sell 4 whole lot of al

- Well I can't give you an honest opi on this one, because 1
am ot really into that scene. Of course | know bands like
Hammerfall, but ic’s simply not my kind of thing. I prefe
listen to the old bands like Iron Maiden, Hellowee
Priest. Anyway, they are doing very well 4t the mom
they are doing something good, hehehe. I mean,
totally crap they wouldn’ sell all these albums:. ;

I wouldn’t be too sure about that. Just have a look at all the crap
that’s being released in the US, labeled as heavy metal and selling
millions off copies.

As we all know, metal is best when'i’s played live; and T can’t
wait till the Dutch-men come up here to the notth, to play their
~ set for us. They've never played here which is a shame, as Sweden
is after all THE metal country in Europe. When it comes to
breeding great bands that is.
= Well eveni if Sweden might have a leadmg scene regarding
bands, you probably know that a tour almost never visits your
- country. T
Pve kind of noticed that yeah thank you very much!
- T've heard that almost everybody is in a band and therefore
there are not enough Fans to make a tour m Sweden ‘effective. For
~ example, I heard that the Savatage/ Blaze / Vicious Rumors-tour
- only had 378 paying visitors. Such a package over here easily sells
“out the 013-club (2000- 2500 people). Well if it was up to us, we
- would have played in Sweden already, but unfortunately it’s not

the album, and decided to stop cooperatx g. Still T don't blame
them for anythmg I think both ‘sides were sxmply not ready to ;

ce long sold out, but it will be. re—released
October 2002. It’s gonna get a facelift
t-work and new design: Besides, it will
o from 1992 and one extra track as
ill be digitally remastered.
first and second album, the MCD

Polar Bear Records. The response

when the label couldn’t finance
e debut, the band decided to
n the album is finished.
) the best deal was DSFA
'ngwas released. The
A’s ﬁnancxal

known as-a very p
their bands. But ass

putuson a European tour so everythmg is lookmg very good

'\, there anymore. This led to problems in
be an option as long as I work at Ham

Let’s get back to the new album agais
singer of the band, yet the guitarist R
exclusively writes the lyrics. ‘

- 1t’s always been like that, ever s
better on writing down his thou
guess that’s the main reason w|
It’s not a problem though,

“down to earth”, and that’

~writings: And of course,
“when [ cantt figure the

An exception is the's

personal

~ Youvem ntlon

whlch wa)

“‘now, [ am in the middle of the promotlon—campalgn now, and
s of interviews

ill have Ronny explain them a litcle bit
’ clden, Ronny himself is a part of thi

to one of the formers of death metal.
= Actually it was not mednt asia mbute, because we recorded:
this song already in April/May last year and Chuck was still alive
back then. Anyway; it has become like a tribute now, and with
- honor a person that was one of the main influences
rcle. We started out back in 1992 by playing
favorite bands like Death. It’s because of people
-tually started playing this kind of music.
ce and inspiration for many of us. T guess that

other cover on the album, howevei' his one is

’ea to the rehearsal—place f
xcleya of doing th ‘ cover. S

F Itsurewas a st




Releasmg one good album after another, but not getting the recogmtzon they deserve was

 frustrating for Stockholm’s Necrophobic for many years. With a new line-up, new record-deal and
a new album, things are finally getting their way and the future looks good for them.

The freshly released Bloodhymnswas a major étep forward for this

long-running band, as they finally got rid of Black Mark and
relocated to the growing label Hammerheart Records. The
Dutchmen are doing far more for Necrophobic than the Swedes
ever did, and T take it that this also means more interviews than
earlier. Drummer Joakim Sterner found some time in-between .
his studies to have a talk with Amputation magazine. ,

= Yes, there have been a lot more interviews this time; but that's
nothing but great. We have done a lot of interviews before as

. wel , but not this much My throat is bcgmnlng 0 ache and my

c this new album, but we got free from them
th materral for Bloadbymns To make it clear,

‘ eventually release anew album for thy

berter. They also try to get us on tours, but the bad luck has just
- struckuis again. The european tour that was arranged recently

got cancelled because the other bands on that bill either Jumped
on a different tour ot told the agency that they wanted more
money. There are more thmgs to tell-that has improved with the
change of labels, but I will not bore you with those details.
Hammerheart Records seems to  becoming a real Swedish label.
Beside Morifade and Demons Of Dirt, Satariel, Hypnosia and

‘Throneaeon have all released good for that label. Also the

Swedrsh veterans Dismember have found the1 r

moment. We got offers from much bigge
Hammerheart, but [ guess we would only be one o he band
on-those labels We really need toget the support we deserve

all the time and not get anythmg else than great reviews

: know we want more‘ And we deserve more

- Necrophobrc,
~ Sidegdrc

Bergel 3ack have not |

. there are many fans

forwa

r All of the prevlous album were recorded in rhe lea r " ‘
Stockholm studio Sunhgh and this time they once again choose

er now, as Hammerheart are more eager to get
nds on the road, compared to their Swedish colleagues.
w that Hammerheart did their best to fix everything with

:“the road as.
forward to

something we r
the metal fans

- Weare all re:rlly int

“We like to.do that sp

. contmue to develop oul tage coth
Sohowi importantis the image?

- As important as anythmg else regardmg Necrophobrc

it for their new album. Many bands have been complaining
about that particular studio over the last few years,and the
comimon opinion seems to be that it is quite passé, Necrophob1
on the other hand, are still satisfied with the studio and the
sound that it's master Tomas Skogsberg created for them.
_=Those bands that have complained on their sound cannot be

~musicians. I mean, we have an idea of how we want the sound:
 and Tomas guides us to find what we're looking for. A lot of

bands j just go there and asks for the Entombed-sound and it’s

very easy for Tomas to work with them, but the sad thing is that

the fans and press just hate it. We have never had those
problems, because we make our sound a lot different than how
Entombed; Dismember, Grave etc used to make their sound.
They all'had a kind of dry sound. We use a lot more atmosphere
(yeah, I hate that word, but it’s the best word to describe our

_sound) and other stuff to get our own sound. In my opinion,

Sunlight is not dead. We actually thoughr about recording

-somewhere else this time; and the main reason was that David

Parland, who was in the band for a short whlle, really hates. ‘
in Sunlight. When we once again parted ways with him,
situation in the band that forced us to record in

our home territory, there were no other place to go. Now

. have the result, 'm glad that we didn’t record Bloodhymn

somewhere else.

- Of course, buit we speak the truth. In our ¢
I'm sure-it is, but in this case the fans seem
oppinion. On the official homepag
best Necrophobic album ever an

the fans and from the
seem to get high sco

Ani mterestmg thmg with the bookle
member is connected with.

- It was Tobias who came u

idea from the beginnir
member, and Toblas d :




time when they were bussy wrmng the material for
and arotind the same time as they signed with Hammerheart:

3 great mu51c1an and have a great

‘ good with harmomes 50 he isavery g cood :

whep we entered: the studlo, and still he delivered so'much
material Tt will be great tohear hlS contnbutxons now when we
start writing the next albunr : '

All'of the Necrophobic: albums ,'i‘e recorded with different line-
ups. Johan has béen'in the band for a year now and everything
seems to work out great. The'question.is whether he will break
the eradition, and the next album will be recorded by Joakim,
Sebastmn, Tobjas and Johdn once more?

“‘He will break the tradition and let it become a better tradition.
Burt we will follow our tradition to keep on writing a better
album than the previous. How great can a band be?

Greater than hell?

NDECENT & OBSCENE!

You know the feeling when you check
out a band you’ve only heard about,
“and they turn out to be totally in

your taste? And then you investigate

their past and find out that they
have several albums on their
account? That happened to me
when Morbid Records sent me
Obsce ty’s Cold Blooded

there wouldnt be many people in the club. But everytime there
were more than 200 people in front of the stage, and a lot of
them headbanged during our set. [ think our best concert was in
Strasbourg, France. We had ta play as the second band that night
and the club was full at chat time. The people torally freaked out
to our music. That was really insane. I think the tour was a big
success for us, because we had the opportunity to reach fans of .
ours in countries where we normally don’t play on weekend-gigs
Maybe we won some new fans who wouldn’ come to a single
concert of ours, or check us out in a record-store.
I tried to squeeze out some dirty story about the craziness that
went on on the tour, but Mare gave me another one.” :
- I can’t tell you a particular story, but I can say-that we had a lot
of fun on the tour. Expecially Phil Fasciana of Malevolent
Creation is one of the funniest persons I've ever met. He is a
born storyreller. He told us a lot of cool stories from US-tours
with bands like Demolition Hammer and others from the
beginning of the 90’s. He said that the Demolition Hammer-
guys are the biggest porn-fans he ever met. They bought alot of
magazines in Canada and they treated them like a treasure. They
didn't even let the other guys in the bus touch them. On the
border to the USA, they had to give all the magazines to the
Pohce He sald that the guys looked llke they would start cryi

: he ha

Dok Horizon Reeords
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Tam a sucker for
caught my attention
brural death metal
too much in the stu
in a good and intere
= Yes, that's right. A
fast. The only band
brutal riffs with mell
one of our bigge:
Yeah, bur If so
melodic solos”
Enemy, ab

with .

Recdrd‘s m

FroM r4E Astes £ MIs4Ty RIPPING cORPsE cOMES THE BRAND New ALBUM FROM NEw JERSEY'S

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS:
TAETRE “Divine Misanthropic Madness” .
THALARION “Tanes Of Desponcy”
SACRIFICIAL “Autohate”

‘ ‘ ~ ~ NOTICE NEW ADDRESS: A ' En AHEDE ANAN,
OLAR DAWN “EQUINOGTIUM” - BEHEADED “REGCOUNTS OF..." Skeluiosen 1+ 2670 Grevs - Donsiark - INIQUITY “GRIME” - FLESHTIZED “HERE AMONG
- High class melodic Swedish death metal with Skullerushing, smashing brutality, 2nd album Fax: +45 33141406 - info@mightymusic.dk Denmark's oldest, most tight = and brutal death llltra fast death metal from USA in the veln of
a birutal twist. Recorded at Abyss Studio, ¢ from the Maltese death metal gods! www.mightymusic.dk metal act return with more razorsharp violenice.. Morbid Angel and Angelcorpse.

DOWNLOAD FREE MP3'S FROM WWW.MIGHTYMUSIC.DK




2 TON PREDATOR
Boogie
Diehard

2 Ton Predator’s debut album In The Shallow Waters, which was
released a couple of years ago, was a very good record, and the
reason to why it appealed to me was because their combination
of Corrosion Of Conformity and Pantera (to name a few)
sounded very fresh. Now that album #2 is here, it only takes a
few seconds to recognize their groovy metal and I'm glad that
they’ve continued creating songs with the successful formula.
They've simply continued on the same path that they started to
walk on with the debut. The music is a perfect combination of
great riffing and powerful vocals, accompanied by a heavy
rthythm-section. The difference compared to the debut is that
Mogge have dropped his Alice In Chains-like vocals and
concentrated on his deep singing/screaming that he does so well.
The songs are overall more powerful, heavier and a bit faster,
which might be the result of the routine that they’ve gotten.
Whether they play fast (September Flue or Boogie) or slow down a
bit (Freak 2000), they don’t loose one inch of heaviness and that’s
what I like. The Predators have fulfilled my expectations and I'm
already looking forward to next album.

__youare familiar with the Austr
that they a.lready have one albu_

0 demo, the people at
ghit it was so good, they

decided to spread it as an official release. And that was a good
move indeed, as Dark Orderis a really qualitative MCD
containing six songs as a total. Once upon the time there was a
band called Defaced Creation here in Sweden, and that they
could play death metal was proved by theiralbum Serenizy In
Chaos (VOD Records 1999). When they splic up, 4/5 of thi
band got together and created Acon. The first result of their
work is a'more brural stuff, bur it is still in the Flonda—style a,
it can still be referred to as Morbid Angel meets Deicide metal.
How come these guys keep such a low profile? The label shoulc
push them the hardest they can, because Aeon sure as hell .
deserves it.

AETERNUS

Ascension Of Terror

Hammerheart

Earlier this year, Aeternus released Burning The Shroud. Tha
album contained mostly old material (some of it in llve-versmns
but there was also a taste of these Norwegians new material in
the shape of the title track. Now that their new, regular full
length Ascension Of Terror is released, I'm glad to find out that ,
Burning The Shroud was not just a one timer, buta - ‘
demonstration of which way they were gonna take their music.
Their earlier style, which was more into black metal has - k
developed, yet not gotten totally abandoned. Traces of their old.
stuff are present also on this new recording, although now it
sounds more death metal. Ascension Of Térror is opened by
Possessed By The Serpents Vengeance, a furious Kristun/Immolation
kind of track, which was a pleasant surprise. Eventually this
particular song turns into a more melodic piece, then gets faster -
again to be ended in a slower tempo again. And that is also how
the whole album is built up. Fast songs like The Lair Of Anubis
and ' Slaying The Lambs are mixed-with slower stuff like for
instance’ Denzal Of Salvation, although the fast stuff is

dominating: Aeternus has developed in the direction that I
wished for.

ALABAMA THUNDERPUSSY

Staring At The Divine

Relapse

I was surprised to find the Metal Blade logo on the cover of the
new Red Aim-CD. A lot more surprising is howe

worlds leading grind- -label Relapse releases an album like Smrmg /k

At The Divine. What one usually expect a Relapse release to
sound like, is miles away from themuslc of Alabama
Thunderpussy. This is not even close to the insanity their bands
usually create; but American hard rock with gronve. Picture a fat
and sweaty guy in a big truck, driving on a highway in the desert

somewhere in the US: Staring At The Divine would be the .
perfect album 1o keep him company. Imagine a piece of Monster
_ Magnet, Corrosion Of Conformity, our Swedish heroes Spiritual

Beggars and a big dose of their mutual gods Black Sabbath, and

you'll get the idea of what this is all about. Alabama

Thunderpussy sticks out among the other bands on Relapse, but
they also stand well against the competition of the whole hard
rock/stoner scene. Staring At The Divine works grear whether you
light up a joint or open up a bottle of whiskey.

ALAS
Absolue Purity

 New Obscurzzntz .
‘ Osrnose

. for Osm
- priority

Hammerheart

As soon as I heard of this project, belongmg to Erik Rutan from
Morbid Angel/Hate Eternal, I was expecting a qualitative
product. The music on Absolute Purity has very little in common
with' the stuff that Erik plays in his other bands, instead this is
his softer side getting presented. He's written very melodic songs
that of course are built upon his guitar, accompanied by a quite

- powetful rhythm-section (although the bass is very low mixed),

but the whole package seems to be just one long show-up. Like a
bunch of excellent skills, performed: without any feeling, if you

know what I mean. Martina Astner, known for her appearance

with Therion handles the vocals; and that'is.in my opinion the
weakest link of this album. They just don’t sound right. I'm sure
t many-fans'off doom/goth with female vocals will find
[ute Purity interesting, but I'll just let it pass without getting

tisnot a capital in some Middle Eastern country, nor is it
nd of a terrorist organization (not that I know of,
v). It is the hame of a thrash/death metal band from
and 2 really good one as well. Their music is technical
dlessly performed, and i further witnesses about the
of the bands in this country. Al Sirat are no newcomers to
e and Signa Tempori was recorded already in 1999. It will
ou even further back in their career, as it also includes two
15 from their EP that was released in 1996. Check it out and
scover that they did good songs already back then. You
I} finc m ny melodies, which compliment the heavy riffing,
d the guitarist makes the best performance on this album.
ake sure to buy yourself a Polish dictionary if you want to

‘ ‘understand ‘every single word that is screamed ou, as two of the

are completely written in their native language.

Yet another angty hard core band from France gets to reease

. their debut album; and I'm sure that hard core kids who like

bands that try some different stuff will be delighted over this
one. Ananda mixes their hard core with some noise; metal and
strange riffing which works pretty fine. They are experimenting
with their arrangements a bit and they seem to be ready to try
out'all kinds of different stuff. As long as it’s fast and aggressive
thiese are” the only norms they would never:
tuff that is released on the

think that you should check .

symphonic black metal scene”; Lead

. Orderis way better ot
. ~matenal feels faster ;
presented before is re

Dmdm/mm, New Obs
pants, and even thoug

- music, [ like this one
‘bands that let the keyboar

Anorexia Nervosa uses them as a supplement to their.fast metal.
Try to get the digipack or vinyl version, as they include covers of
Judas Priest, Candlemass and Death. I only found Candlemass
Solitude on my promo, but judging from how good they
succeeded with transforming the song into their own style, 1
would very much like to hear the other two covers as well.

ARKHON INFAUSTUS

Hell Injection

Osmose , ,

This is my first encounter with the Frenchmen, who since the
beginning of their career have released a rehearsal tape (later re-
released as a CD named In Sperma Infernum by Mordgrimm
records), and the EP Dead Cunt Magic on Spikekult records.
Already when the first song on Hell Injection, Brethren Of Flesh,
starts to spin in the CD-player, I get the feeling that this is
something good. 'And as the record finishes, 'm pleased to find
out that my intuition was right. Osmose have done a wise move
by signing Arkhon Infaustus. They deliver nine songs of a not
too complicated but very raw death metal, mixed with some
black metal and the blend is quite easy to get into. It is fast;
energetic and filled with hate and I especially like all the tremolos
in the background. They are supposed to have live shows “with a
lot of sexual action”; and if they have the gil that is groaning in
the background on Domination Xtasy on stage, I wouldn't wanna
miss it for the world. ' ‘

AURORA BOREALIS

Northern Lights

Diehard

In Amputation #5, I reviewed the second album that Aurora
Borealis was forced to release by themselves. Praise The Archaic
Lights Embrace was a very well composed album and to try to
make more people aware of Aurora Borealis, I did an interview
with the main-man of this band Ron Vento in the same issue.
Finally, a label has realized the potential of this band and the first
co-opération berween Aurora Borealis and Diehard was baptized
Northern Lights. Really this album was released already last year,
but this re-release is made for the European market. The line-up
on this. recordmg consisted of only Ron; who did all the vocals,
bass and guitars, and driimmer Derik Rody (whose excellent
performances can be heard on albums with Hate Eternal,
Malevolent Creation, Divine Empire) and once again they offer
brutal death/ black metal i  furious sp ed Mt Vento delivers the




Prophecy

I am willing to admit that I have difficulties to deal with the
German language in musical lyrics. I simply think that this
language sound too hard and rigid. I can possibly take it if the
singer is growling death metal in German, but the singer of
Bethlehem is singing/talking with clear pronunciation: Right
after I discovered this, the grades for Schatten Aus Der Alexander
Welt were immediately reduced. And they just kept falling
further down the more I got familiar with their boring music. I
guess that they intended to create a moody and dark album, but
all I'can hear is slow music that moves along at a snail’s pace; and
it bores me to death. The label that Prophecy Productions use to
describe Bethlehems music, suicide rock, turns out to be quite
suiting, so make sure you stay away from this one if you intend
to keep your health. Apparently, they did the sound-track for the
movie Gummo, and I guess that some of their stuff would be
more suitable for movies. Of course some instrumental piece.

BEWITCHED
Rise Of The Antichrist
Osmose
The latest album from the Swedish Hellcult (the fourth in thelr
career) is a really fine piece of music. A few years ago, there were
new bands popping up everywhere, playing music which was
inspired by their old heroes from the 80’s (Sodom, Celtic Frost
etc, but above all Venom); and the label retro-metal was born.
Very few of these bands succeeded in doing it the right way, and
even fewer managed to ad some new ideas into their music. |
would say that Bewitched belong to the later group. There are
some modern inflierices to be found within their Satanic meral;
but mostly it is a blend of thrash and heavy metal as it sounded
when I grew up during the 80’s. Their songs gets stuck on my
brain after just a few rounds in the CD-player and my favorites
are the first two songs on the album Worship The Fireand Under
Satan’s Spell, as well as Bewitched By Evil: These guys can't be
accused of striving to create a completely new style/sound of
metal or anything, and I'm sure that a whole lot of people will
 curse this release and dismiss it together all the other releases of
the retro-bands. Which is a shame really, as Bewitched is way
better than most of them. I myself am very pleased with Rise Of
The Antichrist.

BEYOND:THE EMBRACE 1

Against The Elemenrs -

Metal Blade -

Beyond The Embrace was formed to ‘hes'e boys from
Massachusetts th ‘

band could give th

Agazmt T/Je Elements

from Dark Tranquillity, whi
- In Flames), as well as all the
_all, and we all know how man:
train. Beyond The Embrace d

lean and kind so to speak, wit

guitars in the line-up, you can

melodies there are. The singer occasionally
from growling to clean vocals, (like the Hetfie
Ba.vtzzrd Screams) and that I belxeve he should

a split of a second I smelled black metal and my intuition turned
out 1o be right. Bloodaxe was formed in the middle of 2000 by
Nordavinden (the man with roots in my neighboring country)
and Rati, and already after three weeks of jamming, they released
their first demo. Bloodthrone is the debut album on which the
duo present some of the style of music that Norway has become
famous for.: Nordavinden is respensxble for the bass, all the
guitars, piano and vocals and Rai is providing the high tempo .
behind the drums, but the speed is pretty much gathered on the
first half of the album. On the second one you'll find 1030 (a
boring instrumental song in a lower tempo) Pesk]ﬂereren and
Morgendis (in which the acoustic guitar is entering to give you.
chance to catch your breath) and the ending Trondskogen
(Nordavinden is playing some bass-lines I don't understand). Tt
Canadians don’ really surprise, but some of their stuff is pr
decent. Preferably Drowning In Mimir’s Well, Wthh is

song on Bloodirhrone.

BLOODDUSTER

Cunt

Relapse

Australias biggest porno-ambassadors shows that they
keeping up the good work, and starts of their new album
the words ”You're a fucking slut, you're a fucking cock?, M
the albums 19 songs (which mostly clock in on close to
minute) are presented with the same kind of intros, and its
here and cunt there. Also lyrically these songs deals w1th
adults-only-material, and when they've run out of ideas ¢
dealt with it like in the song Spefeven (This songistoac
seven, That's the way the lyrics fit what rhymes /. Oh it
Wiiting lyrics is boring me I'm gonna say eleven / P'm ru
out of shit to rhyme make up a word spefeven). Mus

are somewhere between grind and death metal with an
occasional boogie riff thrown into it, to salute their 1dols frof
the a couple of decade’s old heavy metal scene. e
varied and well played with relatively entertaining lyrxcs (of
course depending on whart kind of humor you have) to b
buying. But I think that they could have skipped the almost:~7

minutes of pointless guitar-sounds before and after the last ack '

of the album, the cover Dis-Organ-Ized from Impetigo, anda .
shortened the tortal playtime to half an hour.

BLOOD RED THRONE

Monument Of Death

Hammerheart -

Death metal should be about death, and that is exactly what this
album is filled with. It’s one big portionof horror

general disgust. After havxng played the famous Norwe

metal in. Emperor and Satyricon during the last decade, Tchort
and Déd felt a hunger for the style of music they once started
with: The two guirarists recrulted a drummer, bass-

- singer and with a full hne—up, r
2000 which made a great impression in the press. The bosses on

Hammerheart records saw th al of this band (as with
many others during the last few years) signed them to their
expanding family and they can now brag with yet another great
album. Blood Red Throne’s death metal sounds like a mixture of
Deicide and Death, with a touch of Cannibal Corpse but it also
contain a great dose of good old thrash metal. The blood-

_ dripping lyrics are suiting very well to the brutal music, making
“the whole recording one big death-party. I love it! The whole

package is wrapped up in a quite simple, yet provocative, booklet
(check out the pictures of the slayed members) and when you see
it in the store, don't even think about leaving it there:

BLUDGEON

Crucify The Priest ,

Magic Circle / Metal Blade '

I really didn’t know what to expect, when the news of a death
metal band being produced by the leather' macho Joey De Maio

reached me. It’s also the debut release on Manowar’s own label
Magic Circle Music. The album starts with a couple of mid-
tempo tracks that reminds me of Six Feet Under, and though
they’re OK they don't really affect me that much. But as I get
turther into Tortured Through Lies, the speed is turned up and it’s
suddenly much better. After that they deliver death metal that is
connected with the Florida scene (Bludgeon hails from Chicago),

~bur it’s quite clear that some thrash. (Slayer and Sepultura) has
. been spinning in the Bludgeonville-house while composing the
. material. The best songs on Crucify The Priest are the faster
,k songs, i.e. [nner Hell, Abandoned and the tite track, and the

album gets better and better the further into it you get. Crucify
The Priest is easy to get into and not too technical, and they don'
twist the music unnecessarily much. Instead they have
ssfully written songs that gets stuck on ones mind
medlately Still, they could have skipped the jumping-up-and-
riffs that appears here and there.

He—based masters of torture have been qulte active this
n March their debut album Instruments Of Torture was
ed and now it’s time for album #2. They seem to have a
ood reputation within the American underground, and
previous releases have sold more than expected. Still, I can
erstand what all these people see in this band. They play
style of death metal and their huge country is literally
ed with bands that play this style way better. The whole

s very monotonous and there’s not much on this album

that carches my interest. The vocals are very deep, the drums

¢ unds like sauce-pans and the general sound of Festival Of

Death is very muddled. T think that they didn’t have to go all the

ay to Florida to get such lousy production. Maybe the lyrics
describing some of the cruel actions that took place in our

~history are fun to read, but the music isn’t.

BURIALMOUND

 Black Death
- Sound Riot Records

As Utgard, these Finns have released two demos, but since they
reformed after some times of absence from the scene and
changed the band-name, they've only put out the 7”EP Horror.
I've never heard of them before (neither of the bands), but I've
been told that they started out as a primitive black metal band.
Well, they are pretty far from that these days: They have taken
their music rowards:death metal, but still some of their roots are
shining trough here and there. The music every now and then
gets raspy and fast, and the corpse-painted singer gets-into a
screaming mood, but mostly he’s delivering deep growling to
keep the heavy.riffing company. The death metal stuff is whart's
good on this album, and I think they should cut loose of the

navel-string that keeps them connected with their past. This is

not a revolutionary recording; but it’s also far from the crap that
I've been receiving lately. The question is whether that’s enough
nowadays, when such excellent albums are being released.

BURNT BY THE SUN

Soundtrack To The Personal Revolution

Relapse '

I’ve been looking forward to this debut album from the
American quintet, which last year surprised me with a really
good self-ticled MCD: Finally, with a new guitarist the full-
length album is here, and once again they’re aiming straight for
the throat. Their hybrid of hard core, metal and grind core is
presented with a confident feeling, and just as with the MCD it
takes a while 1o really get into the songs and understand what
they are all about. And once again it works very good. The music
is complex and for every listening you realize more and more

how the riffs and beats perfectly match. Soundsrack To The

Personal Revolution only gets better and better.

CALES

The Pass In Time

Redblack

Everyone who's familiar with the Czech metal scene must be
familiar with the name Peter Hosek as well. Or at least Blackie,
which is this guitarists alias. He’s probably most known for his
participation in Root, which is one of the biggest black metal
legends in Czech republic, bur he has also released albums with
other projects like for instance Crux and Entrails. Cales is the
band that Blackie formed in order to release the more softer stuff
that he’s been composing and the debut album called Bonds Of
Togetherness was released in 1997. This truly is not like any of his
previous work I've heard before and the big difference between
the songs makes this a very varying album. It’s like a mixture of
Type O’ Negative (Bloody Kisses), Dan Swand’s Nightingale, Root
(The Book). and Bathory (Hammerhears) and just like the music,
the vocals too are of wide variety as four different vocalists
performs on. The Pass In Time. My hat goes of for Zuzka from
SSOGE, who has once again showed what an excellent singer she
is. There is a quite frequent use of acoustic guitars and they fit in
well in the whole massive arrangements. My personal favorites
on this melodious album are The Last Winter Dance and Sacrifice
To Fire, because that’s where everything falls in place perfectly,
but the rest of the album is also very good. A vety professional
and qualitative recording!

CALLENISH CIRCLE

Flesh, Power, Dominion

Metal Blade

I’ve seen descriptions of their music as black meral, and even as
doom. However, what's hidden behind the title Flesh, Power,
Dominion, Callenish Circle’s third full-length album, is
something quite different. To sum it up, I would call their music
death metal with strong influences from thrash and, of course;
good old heavy metal as well, This album will satisfy the fans of
the Swedish west-coast sound, but be aware that this is NOT yet
another In Flames-clone: Even though they mix in some
melodies into. the sharp metal attack, the Dutchmen sound more

- At The Gares than the more-than-once-copied Gothenburgers,

and their songs have an own identity. There are some slower and
softer parts here and there on Flesh, Power, Dominion, but where
many other bands would just throw in some female vocals to
them, to my satisfaction the circle let’s them stand on their own.
As a conclusion of this great album we are served two covers. The
first one is Deaths oldc

g into their own style :

Is far from this version) and it fits ',"
fore, make sure to get this
, as that I probably the only.

. filled with excellent death metal. It’s been like that for the past k

11 years, and L'really hope it stays that way. for years to com Or
chis their eight album, they once again deliver the gory ¢

metal that they've become known for. Even thou

developed since the debut Faten Back To Lj

to the music they once started their care

once taken them into your he

Gore Obsessed either. And w




ultra tight death metal, played in a fast tempo and with a fat
sound to back it up? I enjoy every second of it. Try to get the
limited first edition of Gore Obsessed, as it contains a cover of
Metallica’s No Remorse.

CARPE TENEBRUM

Dreaded Chaotic Reign

Hammerheart

Mostly known for his participation within Norwegian black
metal bands Dimmu Borgir and The Kovenant, Astennus’ solo-
project Carpe Tenebrum has already two albums released. I've
never heard any of those albums, but from what I've been told,
neither of them sounded like this third one. Here we are served. -
dark and pretty classic death metal, which has got a feeling of the

golden years of this style of music. Bands like Morbid Angel and

other Florida classics is mostly the stuff that this guy has been
listening to lately (or so it seems), and generally [ would say that
he’s done a good job. It’s not that complicated and Astennu is
rather concentrating on making powerful riffs than showing of
his skills on the fret-board. However, I believe that he shouldn’t
have tried to make this album completely alone. Apart from
writing and playing all the music and singing, he has also

. produced, mixed and engineered the whole album and sound-
wise I think that it could be a lot better. Get some people to help
you with the recording nexr time, and concentrate on the music
instead Astennu.

THE COMPANY

Awaling Under Dogs

System Shock

From the German-written info-paper that followed this album, I
did not understand much. My limited knowledge in the German
language however helped me to figure out that The Company
was formed 1995, the members comes from Angel Witch,
Heathen, EnForce, Vamp and Weird Kong, and Awaking Under
Dags is their third album. ”So what?”, you might say. "I wanna
know what they sound like!”. Well, these guys really are into
thrash metal. And [ mean the American kind, which was named
after the area around San Francisco and Oakland. They are also
into all kinds of electronic sounds, and I guess that they
experimented quite a bit in the studio. The result is a harmless
but very modern-sounding electro-thrash metal album, with
loops and stuff thrown in here and there. Maybe Fear Factory
would have sounded like this if they decided to play thrash?
Lyrically, they are dealing with subjects from the every day life
and the whole recording is very professional; with:a sound that "
suits the music very well. All the songs are easy to get into and I
find thexr concept quite original. ~

 Ofcourse we are talkmg‘about
to those excellent bands who's

music, in Convent’s case it soul
that 1mmed1ately sticks on one

r songs on this album are new (still they were
in 1999) and the rest are re-recorded songs from
ewith the bonus-track The Burning.
all of the material suffers from a
the drums doesn’t sound

CRIMINAL

Cancer

Metal Blade

From nowhere (well, Chile actually) comes Criminal and
surprises me with a really good metal album. Those of you who
have been into the underground-scene for a long time, might
recognize the name of their front-man, Anton Reisenegger, who
used to play in the legendary Pentagram in the 80’s. But don’t .

run away now and buy Cancer just because of that, because it has’

very little in common with what that old classic band used to
play. What Canceris about, is mostly thrash meral in the similar
style as'some of the acts that’s been popping up here in Sweden
during the last few years. There is also a good-portion of death
metal in their songs and also Sepultura (Chaos AD) and Arch
Enemy could work as a reference. I like this album a lot, bu
everything about it. The calm and instrumental song Green
easily live without, as it is an irritating interruption in t
otherwise so heavy material. The same goes for the bormg cov
of Napalm Death’s Greed Killing. .

THE CROWN
Crowned In Terror
Metal Blade

Now this is one good fuckin’ record! The Crown have four
qualitative full-length albums on their account, I especially
recommend the last two Hell Is Here and Deathrace King, and
with Crowned In Terror they are back to once again destroy
everything in their way. Crowned In Terror could actually be
compared to Deathrace King, only this time it’s rawet, but those
who are not yet familiar with what these Swedes are capable of,
here is a presentation. They deliver cruelly fast and incredibly
tight death metal with a big portion of thrash. The music is
heavy as hell and filled with great melodies which goes very well
with the razor-sharp riffing. Combined with solos that are
amongst the best I've heard lately, only a fool would let this one
pass by. After Deathrace King, singer Johan Lindstrand decided to
leave the band, and there’s no way they could have gotten
themselves a better replacement than the man who has spiced up
excellent albums with Grotesque, At The Gates, Skitsystem etc,
Mr Tompa Lindberg. He fits the band as a hand in the glove,
and that he has found his place in The Crown witnesses all the
lyrics he’s written for Crowned In Térror. This is one of the
absolutely best bands Sweden has to offer, and very few bands (if
any?) will release such high-class album this year. People with
good taste in music listen to The Crown!

CRUACHAN

‘ , ~"Falk Lore

Hammerheart

"These Insh—men (plu‘ A {
when they had their MED On rev1ewed in the sixth issue.

Since the tltle—track on thi ; CD was the only sorig I found

. quite enjoyable (and it was a cover too), I've not been sleepless

awaiting a new full-length. The fact is that I don't really like Irish
folk musxc, and dont share many Swedish peoples fascmatlon

preciate. I especially

n the MCD, this time .

Va['lOl.lS mstrument NO ma

ink of Irish folk music;

T must admit that these six musicians have recorded a
professional album, and I can hear the qualities in both

. arrangements and performances. .

~ CURL UP AND DIE

Unfortunatelly W/e’ Not Robots
Revelation - -
was flot very surprised.to find out that this American-trio plays
metal core. After all; they are on a label that’s known for releasing
ch music, and generally good one as well.. Unfortunatelly We're
Not Robors starts pretty fast and heavy, however it does not take
long till they start to twist and turn the music in different
moods. And they keep doing that through the whole album.
When a song is going in a nice and high tempo, all of a sudden
ey slow down, like in'Make Like A Computer And Ger With The
ogram;and get into some weird and experimental mood. This
but is full of non-traditional arrangements which are far from
¢ sxmple three-chord rock style, and the goal is always set for
aggression, which they succeeds with. The highlights of this
album is the song with the sweet title You'd Bee Cuter If I Shot
The Fice, in which the influence from Neurosis comes
and7 Lost My Job To A Machine. This band definitely sticks
and I'dont know any other band that sounds as they do, but
_enough of this album pretty fast. Unfortunately this aint in
same class as the other bands from the label that P'm familiar

- This Polish combo presented themselves to the wider audience
= by theirappearance on Polish Assault, a Relapse-compilation they
- “shared with Yattering, Lost Soul and Decapitated. In my
- ‘opinion; Damnable were really overtaken by Decapitated and

overall, their contribution (which was the Inperdition recording
from.1996) was the least exciting on this compilation. And now
that 1 have tasted their full-length album, [ still can’t call myself a
Damnable-fan. Their fast and US-inspired death meral is
occasionally quite OK, and some parts are more than that, but
none of the 12 songs (actually 10 if you don’t count the intro
and the ending acoustic piece) manages to keep my interest
throughout the whole track. And it has been spinning in my
stereo for more than a dozen of times. The biggest minus goes
for the bad-sounding drum-machine (it really sounds like a
robot), a medium one for the song-performance and a small one
for the incredible boring intro. Completely Devoted works quite

alright as background music, but if I want some qualitative

I rather put on something completely different.
The album also contains video-recordings from their appearance
on the fourth edition of the Fuck The Commerce festival and
some other stuff for.those who are curious on this band. The fact
that they are completely devoted is quite understandable, since
they've been doing brutal music since 1992.

DECEASED

Behind The Mourners Veil

Relapse

The last full-length album (Supernarural Addiction) trom the
Relapse-pioneers Deceased artived to me broken in two pieces,
therefore [ was not able to really listen to what they had:
recorded. Still, [ am not totally devastated about that, because
other people who became familiar with this album used to berry
their heads in their hands, wondering how an old band with such
routine could release such a piece of garbage. Well, Behind The
Mourners Veilis not a new full-length album and we have to
satisfy with only three new songs. The rest of the total of seven
songs are covers of D.R.L., Anthrax, Warfare and Tankard and
you will also find a CD-ROM video of the song Ellys Dementia
from the above mentioned Supernarural Addiction. This
particular song is the only one I've heard from that album, and

even though it doesnt totally suck, it is nothing to get'all that
excited about. Quite boring death/thrash metal, that goes into
one ear and 'out the other; without leaving any serious damage.
Luckily, the new stuff is way better, especially the first two songs,
and if this is the way their new material will sound, then L will
gladly check out thelr next album. |

DEEP RED

Prophetic Luster

Forensick

The American fans have had this album for a while now (thanx
to Blunt Force Records), and now Slovakia’s growing label
Forensick Music is making it available in Europe. I kind a had a
feel about what this album would sound like, as this label don’t
get involved with anything that isn’t brutal death metal. Finnish
Deep Red are exactly that, and their stuff is not all that bad. The
music is a style of death metal thar has its roots in the US, and I
get the feeling that these guys did grow up with Suffocation and.
the likes: It is an average album, occasionally even more than
that, but it has nothing that many have not done before them. It
works really fine every now and then, as it will still your hunger
for intense and fast death metal but repetitive listening to
Prophetic Luster might take the fun out of it. Still, it’s doubtlessly
the best death metal album I've received from Finland lately.

DEMIMONDE

Mutant Star

Epidemie

This band consists of nine!!! very skilled musicians, sure. Their
material is complicated and they are not afraid of trying all kinds
of different stuff, sure. The music is varying and when you least
expect it, it takes a whole different turn, sure. The problem is
that it does not give me anything, Absolutely nada! Complex
music does not always equals good music. We've seen examples
of that before. Death metal is mixed with avant-garde, rock,
doom, computerized loops, influences from the Middle Eastern
music and eventually even dance music into a stew I almost don’t
understand at all. And the same goes for the vocals. There’s
growling, talking, female singing, you name it. There is some
seuff that is good and some of it even really good, but bits and
pieces out of 43 minutes does not justify a purchase.
Demimonde is ranked high in their-home country Czech
Republic, but they don’t get too much of my actention. I can
easily continue my life without Mutan: Star, an album T'm sure
have taken a long time to write. ‘ ~

DEMONS OF DIRT .
Killer Engine
Hammerheart . - :
At the moment, I can ausic to listen to than
‘ p here in Sweden

rates helped forming many years ag:()"f'i
fa ‘ily is Demons Of Dirt, which

DEPRESSION /HAEMORRHAGE

Split CD

Cudgel i ‘
Depression’s debut album Chronische De]zre 7
Amputation #6. That album is perfe

history of this band, as all of the

represented on that CD: Th




recruited a new member, who is complementing the deep growls
and high screaming with guttural grunts, but the material is still
nothing to gef all that excited about. Simple death metal with
influences from the early 90’s Swedish scene, yer without the
feeling that bands here used to play with. One or two riffs are
repeated over and over again in each song and it does not take
long before I'm bored. One of those songs on a compilation
would work quite OK, but not 10 in a row.

Spain’s underground veterans Haemorrhage got a bad start, as
their recording is lower mixed than Depressions but once I
turned the volume up a bit it got much better. On their side of
this split, you can enjoy them in their right forum, namely live
on their 10:th anniversary gig. Their music touches me more
than Depressions and there is more work behind their songs. The
grind / death metal they play is well worth a listen or two,
however it’s hardly something that stick out these days. Apart

from their own nine songs; they also perform covers of Impetigo,

Carcass and Regurgitate and those melt well with their own.
- material. '

DESECRATED DREAMS
- Feelings Of Guilr
- Metal Age ‘ t
 After the first sight of the really ugly cover, I thought that this.
~was yet another album of symphonic black metal. Desecrated
Dreams have chosen to present their debut album with a picture:
~ ofa lady, who is standing under a full moon and raising her hand
(which has been dipped into a bucket with red paint) in the air.
Luckily, I realize prerty quickly after that'the album has started
spinning that my fear was unnecessary, as we're talking death
metal here. These Slovaks are going for heaviness and melodies
instead of trying to break any speed-records, and occasionally
their music reminds me of Krabathor around Cool Morrification.
Not bad at all; preferably the songs Pavor Nocturnus; Screaming
Eyesand Mirror Of Damnation. There are moments when. they -
step on it a bit, and that’s when it sounds the best. A pretty
annoying part of this album is the vocals. The growling parts
does not sound powerful enough and when the singer tries to
sing with clear vocals and whisper (Angels Whisper), or scream
(The Lost Faith) it's Just lame. If you are mterested in therr past,

uy Subt rmnml Magnztude rrght

1rr1tatmg

DIM MAK

Intercepting Fist

Dies Irae

The Singaporean label has licensed this album to Mighty Music
for Europe and Olympic Records for the US marker. Now that
that’s straightened out, I'd better tell you what the music sound
like on the album you soon will be hunting for. Those of you
who heard the debut Enter The thgan (released on Dies Irze a
few years ago) should prepare for a change, as Dim Mak have
moved away from the hard core, towards the metal they once
played with Ripping Corpse. This New Jersey quartet have
brought back their death metal roots, and written music that i
heavy and brutal, but at the same time quite melodic and
technical. With their skills'and ro utine, the boys have recorded
metal album that i is interesting all the way through; and it s
strong against the competition from the new bands. Somé

 jumping-up-and-down-parts from the past are still ¢
- Mindgate, but Intercepting Fist sounds harder and is w
_ brutal than Enter The Dragon. Partly also thanx to thei
 buddy Erik Rutan, who handled the production. Sta
track Dtm Mak!

DISINTER

Demonic Portraiture

Morbid

Disinter, Disinter, Disinter...the name sounds

: the opemng track Strength ¢ Honour where ‘me

the dominant ingredients. But, this is not yet aﬂ

Gothenburg—clone, Disinter is heavier and or

their music as well. Actually, T was hstenmg to
album the other day and Disinter’s music is not

ight after all The highlight is to be foun,
is called What Once Was, Again Shall Be. This
slower, yet quite heavy and really death metal nd I'm not f:

"from raising my fist in the air during the chorus. Doubtlessly the
best song on this album. When they've run out of their own

material, they offer us a cover of At The Gates classic Blinded By

‘Fmr which is pretty OK. That is if you try to avoid the solo;

which could have been worked on a bit more to say. the least.

- After that there is a four—mmute silence; then anoth

a 25,,-min Jte srlence before the album is conclude

THE EMBRACED
The Birth
Aftermath

. There is a band in the Southern Sweden that goes under the

name The Embraced; however those responsible-for The Bzrt/] are
from Norway. Now, you'd probably dismiss this band as?one of -
a thousand” if I told you that they play melodic black metal but

')tton, but the Norwegrans does it'so much more
in erestrng They have a good sense for melodies and manage to
make them work well with the metal. Already in the opening-
track A Path That Never Ends, they prove to be a band worth.
ckmg out and that’s only strengthened the longer into it
|l get: There are some nice acoustic-guirtars here; likein ©

ine where they match well with the fast rlfﬁng an m -

Apart. Ac times they even get close to death metal,

hich is the best track on the album. Th only thmg .

1 d change on The Birth is the order of the on

elodic. Instruments such as flutes; mandolin; | prano, keyboards

andeven drd;errdoo are used within théir ¢reations; in which the

acoustic guirars gets quite some space as well. There arealso
vocals by Zuzka from SSOGE, and as always they are of a very

““high class. I thought that they were very ptofessronal already on

the above mentioned demo, and since they have taken therr .

~music further and become better musicians, of course
His is'a band that strcks outa l)lt within the .

s to have stagnated ‘

| ,ENSLAVED |

Monumension
Osmose

Also this time, the secon the album sarts spmnrng in my cD k
'player, the characteristic style of Enslaved is recognlzed

Monumensionis supposed to be a concept album butlt upon:
*Vision - Disillusion - Isolation - Deconstruction - ‘

Reconstruction - Laughter - Drscrplme - Inmano but itis very -
“hard to getting the whole picture with only a promo without the

lyrics available. I'm sure you'll appreciate having the lyrrcs and
booklet-layout in front of you as you dive into Monumension
your own. And you definitely should buy this album, because it’s

“yummy. Enslaved shows already in the opemng track Convoy: To

Nothingness the different sides of their music, going from a fast
metal part to slow stuff that could be used during a relaxation-
session or something, It pretty h hard to describe Enslaveds
material in an’easy way, since they are so "wide”, yet without
getting too pretentious. Thts is a'very original band. I'like the

“heavy metal (like the opening of Vision: Sphere Of The Elements -

‘A Monument Part I and other heavier stuff the best; but the
wholeness is simply magnificent. 1.”discovered” these

Norwegians with the previous album Mttm’mum Beyond The
Within, and it’s nice to hear that Monumensionis a development
of that albiim: I can’t decide whether Monaumension is better than
its predecessor; which I liked a lot, but it’s at least just as good:

EPOCH OF UNLIGHT

- Caught In The Unlight

The End

Epoch Of Unlightis a. tllree—prece from the US, and on their new
full-length you will find 10 songs of fast death metal witha -
touch of thrash that has resemblance to Swedish Dark
Tranquillity’s early work: Heavy riffing is combined with
melodies in their songs, which they mostly play as fast as they
can. It seems like the sound and style that the particular band
from Gothenburg abandoned when they softened a bit, ended
up on the other side of the Aclantic ocean and got picked upby

- Epoch Of Unlight. If T would co mplain about something, it
~ would be the guitarists’ vocal abi lities, which I think he fails to -
'malntaln powerful throughout the wi ole album I'a $O miss

falmost a decade ago

‘ ERYTROSY'
- Delight

Metal Age

It is strange that a band this good have not fyet reached out to 2

wider audience. Considering the qualrtatrve music that they play,

1 assume they are a well-known act in their native Slovakra, and [
L certamly hope that more pec ound the world will get the

chance to enjoy their music alking technical style of
death metal here and parallels can be drawn to the Florida scene.
Doesn't sound too bad, does it? The only thing I know about this
band is thar they've released an  album entitled Incomplete Minds
before Delight. The competent handlmg of their instruments,
and the incredible inventiveness in their material proves that they
did not stare playing recently. The tempo:is hrgh from the
beginning until the end (which equals eight songs) ) and i it should
satisfy all the speedfreaks out ther A :

the vocals on Delight in the be

gotten used to them a bi

- more on them for the e
strong as the musi
- served!

title-track whrch really kills.
album, I start t drg the

outasa black,metal band, and we can be lucl(y they came
their senses with the music they eventually started to

The song Superion is the last recorded song, and i

last one written, I'll be lookmg forward for




FALL SILENT
Drunken Violence
Revelation

Since last time these desert-boys came to visit, which was with
their debut album Six Years In The Desert last year, some changes
have occurred in the line-up on the bass and guitar positions.
Still, the music has pretty much remained, but gotten even
better. It’s still heavy and aggressive thrash core that comes from
this quintet, but the difference since last time is that the metal
has gotten a bigger roll. And that is very good. I would not go as
far as the label, when they name Malevolent Creation as one
comparison to Fall Silent’s sound, but sure Drunken Violence feels
heavier and more metal than it’s predecessor. In the song
Baracuda, they are living out their thrash-dreams fully, but to be
honest it does not sound too good. So please Fall Silent, stick to
using the thrash as a major influence in your hard core, which
you are so good at, and we will all be very happy.

FLESHTIZED
Here Among Thorns
Mighty

T'am a very happy and satisfied man every time Here Among
Thorns starts spinning in my CD-player. Fleshtized is a quite
well-known name within the American underground (the demo
Tower Of Pain and the self-financed MCD Divine And Conguer
was pretty well spread) and I really hope that this full-length
debut will get the attention of those who never heard them
before. You see, this is what good death metal is all about. This
American trio’s music is like Morbid Angel meets Immolation (I
actually thought of these bands before I read the bio...), which
means it’s fast and technical, yet without being too complicated
to get into. I like the intention in their songs and their ability of
grabbing the listener by his/her throat, and not letting go until
the whole album is finished.

FORGOTTEN SILENCE

KaBaAch. k

Redblack ~

Imagine musicians from different musmal backgrounds such as
death metal, jazz, doom, rock etc locking themselves up in a
studio, with a mission to record a concept—album based on the
Egyptian culture. Do you think that the resule mlght sound a bit
divided? Well, that’s how KaBaAch turned out. The music is

| shlftmg between‘dlff rent oods all the ‘tlme and 1 have :

Krusty has done the blggesc
- (keyboards) and drummer R :
interest in this band. I simply think that Senyaan was be cer

album than KzBaAch and if you've never heard thls Czech band,

and that’s why I was really looking forward to this follow-up.
And I must say that [ was quite surprised when I first put it on.
The line-up has been increased with a very good drummer and
they have taken their music towards new territories. That is US
style of death metal. The more melodious death metal chey
played before has become more technical and the vocals has
become darker. I'm not saying that the music has completely
changed. They've not totally gone for a new sound, but mixed in
some other influences into their own style. I just hope that they’ll
stick with that, and won’t turn into a Dying Fetus clone on the
next album. The material on Seffiealization is more brutal and
faster than anything I've heard with them before, and even
though I'd chose Burning Fxistence above Selfrealization, I'd
recommend this new album to you all. Godless Truth is one of
the best death metal bands Czech Republic has to offer.

GORELORD

Force Fed On Human Flesh

Baphomet / Housecore / Relapse

When it was time to record the material that Frediablo (also
Wardulak) composed for his Gorelord during ic’s 1 year of
existence, good friend Killjoy was called in to handle the
production of the album. A few demos were recorded before
Killjoy offered this Norwegian a deal to record an album for hls
Baphomer records, later remmed to Baphomet/Housecore
records because of the fusion with Phil Anselmos label. When
Killjoy is involved in something, it usually smells old flesh and
necrophilia and chat is also the case with Force Fed On Human
Flesh. Tralian horror movies seems to be the greatest source of
inspiration for Frediablo when he’s composing his deach meral
tunes, and I guess that thar’s where he collected the samples that

are to be found in between the songs. Although I can not tell you*

which movies, as my knowledge in this matter is stricely limited.
Fred’s death metal (with some touch of black because of the
vocals) is not trying to set any speed-records, nor is he trying to
play as technical as possible. Instead he’s into making his songs

.quite “catchy”. By that I mean that every song has riffs that easily :

gets stuck on your brain immediately, and I found myself
humming the songs on my way to work after listening to ‘the
album just one time. A plus for the mega-cool booklet!

GOREROTTED
Mutilated In Minutes
Dead Again-

These London-boys are not trying to hide the fact that they aré a

bunch of sick fucks, and if the band-name does not reveal it, the
cover will. This is 100% gore. Musically they float ben

metal and grind, and Cannibal Corpse as well as forinstance
Brutal Truth are responsible for the formation of their sound.
Still it’s more death metal (the American gruff-gruff style) and of

 course you will find the compulsory samples from
 movies, even though these gentlemen are more economical with

the use of them than most of their colleagues. They have a good
flow in their songs and it is no ust blast beats from the start il
the end. The line-up includes two singers (one for deep growls

and one for the screaming) and they work well together, but the
 screaming-guy sound a bit weak here and there. Don't let the bad
“band-name scare you away from this recording, just check out
- what these six pissed off Englishmen are capable of in your
. nearest record-store. You'll get some complimentary laugh by the

pictures inside the booklet; presenting the members playing live:
and covered in what’s probably is supposed to be blood, but it
looks like someone was shooting paintball at them.

GREEN CARNATION

Light Of Day, Day Of Darkness

Prophecy :

Green Carnation has done an Edge Of Sanity. That means
they've released a full-length album containing only one song, in
this case with a running time just over one hour: Behind this

project is Tchort; who is.known for his achievements with
Norwegian black metal elite Emperor and Satyricon, these days
also involved in Blood Red Throne where he plays classic death
metal. Green Carnation is about softer kind of music though.
From the line-up that recorded the debut album’ Joxrney To The
End Of The Knight, Tchort is the only remaining member left
and four additional musicians did help him'to complete this
album. Now let’s get to the music, which I was quite surprised
by. It’s about some kind 'of doom metal and in the beginning I
thought that it sounded like Therion meets Amorphis; but
eventually the music got more and more varied and the five-piece

‘takes “the song” into a whole lot of different moods. Light Of

Day, Day Of Darkness turns into all kinds of different shapes and
every small detail is thought through. From slow and heavy
doom, over some slide-guitars, organs and simple riffs and choirs

- that gets stuck on ones mind to pure metal-parts, they have

succeeded to compose material that is strong throughout the

* whole album. Besides bass, guitar and drums, all kinds of other

instruments are squeezed into the wholeness, creating great
atmosphere and every one of them fits perfectly.

GURKKHAS

A Life Of Suffering
Morbid

The previous album Engraved In Blood, Flesh And Souls, T only
had the opportunity to listen to on a bad cassette-copy, which
after just a short time totally collapsed.in my record-player.
Therefore it was pretty hard to make up an opinion on that
recording, but I remember that I didn't like the parts of their
songs where they were mixing in hard core riffs, and I requested
more of the faster stuff for next album. The best stuff on the
above-mentioned album was the fast bits and pieces. The second
A Life Of Suffering enters my CD player (this time I had a proper
promo sent to me from Morbid Records) I can not believe what
I’'m hearing, as I don’t recognize this band. This is not how I
remember their music. The Frenchmen attacks with relatively
fast death metal from the beginning of the first song Born On A
Day Of War and sticks to the same style through out the whole
album. I sense some influences from modern American bands,
but most of the time it is traditional European death metal that
they present. Even though some of the riffs feel pretty worn-out
and it is a quite standard album within the genre, I think it’s
worth some of your time because it works pretty good. The trio
has taken some steps in the right direction. I also miss some good
guitar-solos, which I hope to find on next album.

HAEMORRHAGE
Morgue Sweer Morgue

" Morbid

Spain’s most famous pathologists proves once again, that they
won't abandon the style of music they've been delivering over the
years. Like anyone was expecting it, huh? I'm personally not an
expert on their back-catalogue, and in my collection are only the
7”EP split with Ingrowing and the split-CD with Depression
(reviewed in this issue), but I liked them both and I like Morgue
Sweet Morgue as well. This new album offers us 14 bloody cuts,
and all of them have a given place on the album. None feels like
fill-out material. There are also chainsaws, ambulance sirens,
vomiting etc that goes very well with the gore-theme in their
songs. Their death metal with a whole lot of grind appeals to me
a lot, but thete’s one thing that pisses me of. There are no lyrics
included in my promo, and those are half of the fun on
recordings such as this one. Regardless of whether they grind
their asses of, or slow down a bit, they manage to keep the
brutality in the slaughter, and the interest of the listener.

HALO

Guattari (From The West Floivs Grey Ash-And Pestilence)

Relapse

Guattari (From The West Flows Grey Ash And Pestilence) is one big
endless experiment, composed by two Melbourne-maniacs. The
guys play drums and bass respectively, on top of which they ad
various different sounds in order to achieve the most weird and".
different anti-music you've ever heard: Slow sludge-rhythms,
which are delivered by the drummer create together with the
distorted bass and all kinds of noises and anxiety-ridden vocals a
mixed cockrail of industrial doom/noise core (or something).
This is a soundtrack to insanity and a real treat for those who are

continuously seeking for “riew” music.

HARVIST

A Gleam In The Night

Dark Horizon

What's dominating this album is above all the incredibly muftled
sound. It’s recorded very low with the bass on max. It’s a shame,
because the music on A Glean In The Night is not all that bad.
It’s black metal that moves between mid-tempo and fast speed,
all of it composed and performed by the lone wolf that calls
himself Dusk. Excepr of two of the songs that is, in which a few
friends helped him our with small parts. There are two major
reasons to why [ think that this album doesn’t reach to the level it
could. Firstly, of course the sound. The second is that Dusk’s
skills wich the guitar. bass, drums and keyboards are very limited.
He seems to be most comfortable behind che drums, and 1
suggest that he stay there and recruit some other guys to handle
the rest. Now it sounds pretty cheap and very simple. Plus, if
vou're gonna record long songs (only one song is five minutes
long, while most of the rest of them are around seven minutes),
vou just got to have stronger material. Try to shorten the songs
before vou record again. A few weeks after I wrote this review |
got an email from Dark Horizon, where they pointed out that
the bad sound is the pressing-company’s fault. That's been taken
care of now, and vour copy should sound way better than mine.

HIGH ON FIRE

Surrounded By Thicuves

Relapse

With a cover that could belong tw a a black metal band and a label
that is known for grinding music. [ really didn't know what'to
expect from this album, but it sure wasn't stoner rock. High On
Fires front-man and leader is Matc Pike, who has a past in the ‘
band Sleep. I have not heard any of the fantastic music they
seems to have done, nor the name of this "legend”, but the
material he’s written for Surrounded By Thieves is not making me
too excited. As the album is spinning in my CD-player, I keep
on waiting for something to happen, but it seldom does, and it
feels quire hard to get through the eight songs all at once. A
couple of them would work much better, but a full-length gets
boring after a while. The drummer does a good job though,
never relaxing and constantly trying to keep the listener awake. |
must admit that | for some reason like Thrafi Of Caanan, which
is pretty strange as all the songs sound very similar to each other,
The best thing on Surrounded By Thieves is the voice of Mr Pike,
who sound like a stoned Lemmy, a real legend.

PS: The debut The Arr Of Self Defence was released thru Mans
Ruin in 2000, -

HIMSA

Death Is Infinite

Revelation

Last time this six-man-strong band from Seactle visited me, they.
offered the self-titled debut EI containing three songs of neo
hard core. A siyle of music which Revelation is famous for. This
time it’s again an EP (available as both CDEP and 77EP) that
['ve receiv cd the songs are four (+ 1 secret song art the end of the
CD) and I was quite xuzpmed to hear them ll1e first time.
Already at the beginning, it's clear that the new stuff is way faster




and heavier than anything I've heard with Himsa before (I
missed the full-length debut Ground Breaking Ceremony, so
maybe this new direction was taken already on that one). It
seems that the first EP was a searching for their own identity,
which now has been found as the songs are more on the same
level and not so different from each other. This time it sounds
more metal and the third track Hellbent & Hammered is a real
thrash-treat, closer to The Haunted than regular hard core: Very
good! I still like Himsa, now.more than before. The second full-
length album The Blind Strategy Of Transition should be out in
spring 2002,

HORRID
Blasphemic Creatsires
Behind The Mask ;
Last time I heard any new material from Horrid was on their
1997-promo, which contained some attempts to play the old
Swedish style of death metal. I remember their singer sucked -
though, and that made the whole recording sound pretty weak
What these Italians seem to have done since then, is to further
studying our native bands (read Carnage, Dismember, Entcombed
etc), because nowadays they are very close to the style these -
bands once introduced. Theit material is better than the one that
_ was sent to me earlier, and I can find myself listening to these
four songs every now and then. The singer has improved as well,
~or maybe he’s been exchanged? The thing is though, that this is a
pale version of the magnificent stuff the above-mentioned bands
once released. Also available when you read this should be their
“new album Reborn In Sin, which was recorded in what must be
their wet dream;, Sunlight Studio here in Stockholm.

HOUWITSER

Rage Inside The Womb

Osmose’

Just like before they went into the studio to record Embrace
Damnation, this time to the singer was replaced before album #3
from this Dutch death-machine was put on tape. This band has
since day one been a project of old/present Sinister members, so
when a second guitarist was to be recruited, I don't thing that
anyone was stirprised to find out that the spot was filled with
Sinister-bassist Alex. The new vocalist Stan is at least as good as
his predecessor Arjan and Alex too.is 2 good compliment to'the
other guitarist Michel. Now lets get to the music. It does not
take long to realize that Rage Inside The Womb is better than
Embrace Damnation. They stll play pure death metal with
blood-dripping lyrics; and there are still samples from various
movies to strengthen the brutality even more. Melodies and
modern experimentation is nothing this quintet would bother
with. No, no, no, just sheer brutality is allowed. A Bite Of A
Deseased Rat, Unleash The Furyand the title track are some of the
best material I've heard from Houwitser ever, and the i increasing
of the line-up with a second gultarxst has resulted i m a heavier
sound. I hope they will keep going on in the same sty I
you go out to buy this album, make sure to get a coy
~green-colored vinyl 77EP at the same time. On th ;
band performs Shredded To Pzeces and the Possessed—co’ver March
1o Die.

HYPNOS
The Revenge Ride.
Morbid
Hypnos has really succeeded with estabhs 1ng themselves
the death metal scene during the few years of their existe
eyve played countless of gigs and including the new album
enge Ride, they now have three releases under their belt.
ith the line-up seem to have been solved, and
ch tornado consists of a trio, which besides the
5 and Pegas includes the new guitarist
1 [ would say, as what is to be

far. The riffs, vocals, solos, arrangements, sound. ..everything
about The Revenge Ride has improved since the debut album
{which by the way was a very good record). This truly is a great
death metal album! They've approached the Florida-sound a bit
and the new songs feel generally a bit faster. I can’t wait until I'll
be able to see them live in action:

ILLDISPOSED
Kokaiinum
Diehard

Ildisposed belongs to the metal-elite of Denmark,"a‘nd isone of

the few bands that have kept doing their thing since the glory
days in the beginning of the 90’s. Last year they released 2 cover-
album called Retro, on which they played songs of the bands that
inspired them in their early days and it sounded as if they still
were excited about playing metal. And that is exactly wha

they've once again proven with Kokaiinum. The latest mat
heard from Illdisposed before Retro was sometime in the middl
of the 90, and even though it was quite far from the stuff th

to be found on Kokaiinum, they are still faithful to heavy ]

They have just developed their style by adding some groov
melodies into their death metal, which also consists of a g

dose of thrash: This album definitely stands out among th
releases this year and should be checked out. ‘

IMMERSED INBLOOD
Relentless Retaliation
Downfall

 This Gothenburg qumtet have taken another few step

since the last released (the three-way split with Outcas 1€
Confesslons Of Obscurity, released by Lowlife Record -

showmg that they know exactly how it’s supposed 10
say it’s about the time fora full-length album! In Walt for tha
one, Relentless Retzzlzatzon will have to do.

IMPALED NAZARENE
Absence Of War Does Not Mean Peace

Osmose

This Finnish tornado strikes once again with a new album, their
seventh, and just as we've gotten used to over the years, this too
is a great release. They've described this album themselves as "the
2001-year version of Suomi Finland Perkele’. The new material is
not as chaotic as before, there are more melodies and generally it
sounds more heavy metal. The unique style of speed and
brutality is still there, don’t worry about that. During the 13
songs, not many moments are offered to catch your breath
(except maybe for the slower Never Forgive, which goes in a kind
of Scandinavian melodic black metal style), and every one of
them is very much worth checking out. If you're not familiar
with Impaled Nazarene’s earlier (wilder) material, I suggest you
get your hands on a copy of the celebration compilation Decade
Of Decadence which was released earlier this year.

IMPENDING DOOM

Apocalypse 111, The Manifested Purgatorium
Cudgel

The first thing that comes to my mind as Impending Doom’s

new album starts spinning, is how similar their sound is to the
stuff that came from South America in the 80’s. Especially the
guitars. The more I listen to it though, I come to the conclusion
that our heroes Dissection as well has made a great impression on
these German warriors. This, their third, album includes nine
death/black metal songs with a touch of thrash in it, and it
definitely doesn’t suck. I like the mixture of the mentioned styles
with the melodic stuff that appears every now and then. No, no,
no, it’s not another so-called Gothenburg-style record. These
gentlemen have the sense of keeping the melodic parts on a
tasteful level and don’t let it take over the songs. Even though
they've released a few albums of their own before, as well as a
couple of spli’s (with Atanatos and Exmortem), Impending
Doom has not been too exposed by their former label, and it
would be a shame if also this album didn’t get the back-up that it
deserves.

vinder Ohne Ziigel
tal Blade
ew years ago (it must have been after the release of the Verehre
Angespien-album), it seemed like every music magazine had
terview with In Extremo. Everybody was talking about their
ordinary music, which I hadn’t heard, but when various
wers wrote about folk-music, bagpipes and German lyrics, I
ot really eager to discover it either. And I never did. Until
. when Metal Blade sent me this new album from the
rman septet for review. With little hope for an enjoyable
ent;, I put Siinder Ohne Ziigel in the CD-player, and
isingly I start to dig it almost immediately. Who would have
tho ght thae?! “Their mixture of modern sound and technology

 with the medieval way of playing music appeals to me, and it
_sotinds very fresh and interesting. The rock/metal music is filled" "

with melodies that are easy to get into, and I must say that
bagpipes work really good with electric guitars. These people are

. not only using old instruments such as the flute, harp, nyckel
- harp, the above-mentioned bagpipes etc, but they are also

making their own instruments and that tells a whole lot about
their creativity. Apart from the music, I don’t even mind the
German language — and who would ever have thought that! —
which is-used together with what sounds like French, Icelandic
and Latin.

INIQUITY

Grime

Mighty

Imqulty is an old-band from our neighboring Denmark; however
it’shardly thf%”Same band as when they were formed back in
1989. One thing that’s remained is that they've stayed faithful to
the people who released. their stuff from the beginning
(Emanzipation Productions dnd now Mighty Music). The latest
milestone in the Iniquity back-catalogue is a really good death
metal album, and it does not take long to hear that these guys
have been within the scene for a long time. The good old early
90’s death metal vibes are still present within their music and in
the slower parts, I can hear influences from our Swedish
groundbreaking bands. This Danish four-piece is pretty technical
and plays with great finesse and I just can’t get enough of their
music. It’s nice to hear new records with that old-school touch;
which doesn’t just repeat what's already been done. Iniquity
sound fresh and they sure have their own style. There’s always
something going on in the songs, and the riffs sure doesn’t get
worn out. Except maybe for the.closing track Poers Of The Trench
Part 11, which reminds me of the intro to. The Ten
Commandments. Get it now!

INSIDE CONFLICT

Unearthed From Wonderland

Overcome :

French Inside Conflict has got some smaller releases under their

belt, and now it’s their chance to present themselves on the big
format. And it’s really not bad. They pour in some metal into
their brutal hard core songs (14 to be precise) that fills Unearthed
From Wonderland. Not only musical-wise have these boys taken
bits and pieces from death and thrash metal, but also behind the
microphone the singer presents his lyrics by screaming and
growling. The angry music is followed by some dark lyrics. This
album is filled with aggressiveness and I think that they have
recorded a good album. They also squeezed in a cover of Brutal
Truth (Birth Of Ignorance), and I'm sure that these NY smokers
have inspired these Frenchmen in more than one way. There’s
also a "tribute” to one of the biggest rock n’ roll band of the 90%s
called Eaz So Izzy...

INTERNECINE
The Book Of Lambs

Hammerheart

We all know Jared Anderson from Hate Eternal and Morbid
Angel, but this guy has more to offer. Internecine is his own
baby, and after having composed material for more than five
years, he decided that now is the time to record it and release it
to the public. And he was bloody right in doing that, because
this kind of Florida death metal is what I could listen to 24-7. It’s
technical and precise at the same time as it is very heavy and
aggressive, and it keeps the listener constantly concentrated, as
there is so much going on all the time. Apart from the drummers
Tony Laureano (ex Angelcorpse, Nile) and Derek Roddy (ex
Divine Empire, Hate Eternal), Jared has gotten some help with a
few solos from the maestro Erik Rutan. All the guitars, bass and
vocals on The Book Of Lambs were played by Jared himself, with
a great success. Get this one to satisfy your need for death metal,
while you're awaiting the follow-up to Conguering The Throne.

KING DIAMOND
Abigail Il, The Revenge
Metal Blade

Ever since the news that the King is writing a sequel to the
masterpiece from 1987, I have with excitement been awaiting the
result. And the wait has been very long. The previous album
House Of God was the best material in a long time, and I'm glad
to hear that Abigail II, The Revenge is on the same level. This
sequel to the classic album, which set the standards and inspired
countless of bands since then, is continuing in the style of Abigasl
but the sound is close to the previous album. A perfect
combination of old and new, and I don’t think that we could
have been served anything better than this. As far as the story
goes, the King succeeded to come up with a good continuation
and as always, the lyrics are perfectly matched to the music. How
the story proceeds? Well, I think that you'd rather check it out by
yourselves with the lyric-sheet in your hands, and the album on
full blast. The changes within the line-up this time are drummer
John Hebert out and Matt Thompson in and guitarist Glen
Dover out and Mike Wead in (also in Mercyful Fate). But the
biggest surprise was to find Hal Patino (who played on The Epe,
Them and Conspiracy) as the bass-player of the band again.

Thorns Of Centuries Unfb[d
vOD .

It’s been a long time since I heard anything from
Their previous album was Demon - Rebory

from that one I've only heard a few 50

was sent o me. They keep

the same style as before;'w




On Thorns Of Centuries Unfold the thrash-parts seems to have
been given more space than before, and I think that their
material works really fine most of the time. Preferably the first
three songs. The Swedish language has been totally abandoned
this time for English, but they have not given up on the heavy
music. As a counter-pole to the screams of the main-guy, an
additional singer appears here and there with deep vocals. I don't
| get the point with that though, since the lead-singer manages the
; vocals perfectly on his own. There dre quite a few bands in this
country that compose their music after the formula black and
thirash metal with a few melodies, but Korp belongs to the better
ones of them.

R

LIKE PETER AT HOME

Volumen:

Overcome

What makes this quintet from Madrid different from all the
other HC bands that I've stumbled upon the last few months, is
above all the tempo. Even though they of course have songs that
are fast and noisy, they are not afraid of taking it slowly from
time to time and ad some dragging sludge into their music. On
other places on :Volumen:, you will find some melodic stuff;
making the material sound almost like regular rock. The lyrics
are sung in their native language (another thing that makes them
stick out a bit) and the singer is following the different moods
the music is in by adjusting his vocals to it. Maybe they keep on
repeating some of the riffs too many times on various places, but
apart from that it is a decent album.

MALEDICTIVE PIGS

Bloodshed

Cudgel

Bloodshed is the 3:rd album that these German pigs released
during their decade of existence. Their past is filled with constant
changing of members (the bio is like a soap opera) and
nowadays, only bassist Ronny Andrich remains from the original
line-up. I have never before taken any notice about this band,
which is a shame as Bloodshed turned out to be a pretty decent
death metal album. The vocals are of the darker and deeper kind
(close to the style that US death metal bands are using),
sometimes a bit too monotonous and dealing with one scary
subject after another. They perform their music quite fast most
of the time, but even when they slow down it works just fine. All
their songs follow the same style, moving straight ahead without
taking any unneécessary turns. My favorites are Morbid Dreams
and Horrible Creation, but the rest of the material is also worth
some of your time and nothing the pigs need to-be shamed
about. They do get some minus-rating as well,'and that is for the
sound. I feel that it is a bit weak; especially the drums sound too
poor:

MASTER
Lets Start A War
System Shock =
Mr Speckmann just won't give up Hes been keepmg his Master
alive for so-long, that I've lost the count of all their releases (not
to mention all his side-projects). The last T heard from his work-

shop was Faith Is In Season, which due to its poor quality landed

in'the back of my: record-collection. I have no idea whether he's
released anything since then, but the new album Lezs Stars A War
is slightly better than the above mentioned record. His vers on of
metal is a quite easy listened piece of music, but one simply
expect more from a guy who's been in the business for 20 years.
et’s Start A War seems to be composed in one afternoon, and
ch the lyrics deals with serious topics like the problems
merica, it feels quite soulless. I dig the rock/metal

Downfall Records

What we've got here is an international match between Poland
and Spain, a fight that goes on for over 50 minutes and one I
could enjoy more than once. The Polacs (Mastectomia) is first
out with a decent kind of grind core, and their Thirteen Day
Project works surprisingly good. While the Polacs goes straight
ahead with their music, the Spanish dudes are fooling around
more and experiment frequently on their Sang Corrupte. Above
all with the vocal parts. They are playing their gore-metal with a
good dose of punk, and their material is filled with a bunch of
various samples from horror-movies. The Polacs are better with
their instruments and writes better material than their Spanish
colleagues. Therefore, this fight ends 1-0 to the Polacs.

MASTODON
Liﬁsbload
Relapse : :
After the brilliant album /# The Eyes Of God, drummer Brann

Dailor and guitarist Bill Kelliher left Steve Austin and his Today

Is The Day in 1999. The duo decided to form a new band
together and went out to search for additional members. They
ended up in Atlanta, recorded a demo and almost immediate
afterwards started to perform live with Mastodon in the US ;
Canada, They ended up signing a deal with Relapse (really th
only suitable label for them) and now they are releasing the
debut for them in the shape of this MCD. It would be qui
unfair to compare Lifesblood with Branns and Bills former
as Mastodon is standing on its own feet, and doesn’t follow som
old footsteps, but they have not gotten tired of all the
experimentation and their style of music is similar. It too'is
aggressive, intensive and heavy (sometimes on the border of .
gettmg chaotic), and can be quite difficult in the beginning. If

you're patient and spare some time to get into it, a delightful -
musical experience is awaiting you. Therefore, if youl like Today.
Is The Day, you will surely love Mastodon.

MASTODON
Remission

Relapse

And shortly before the dead-line for this issue, the debut full-
length is here. Finally! One immediately recognizes the style that
was introduced by the Lifesblood MCD, only Remission is more
“colorful”. By that I mean that being a full-length album, there’s
more space for the band to create all the different moods, which
maybe was limited on the MCD. During 50 minutes, we are
served so much anger and anguish we can take, leaving us
wishing for more. Still, this quartet can slow down a bit and
bring forth the softer side of theirs, which is shown in for
example Ol'e Nessie, Trilobite and the ending song Elephant Man.
Mastodon’s music is full of surprises and there’s not one dull

moment on this album, much thanx to Brinn Dailor’s constant
abuse of his kit. This is a very innovative and creative band, and
they have the musical skills to pull of all the ideas they come up
with. This album should not be missed!

“MERCENARY

Everblack

- Hammerheart -
'The boys from Denmark presents on their second album music

that is not very common. Or what do you say about a blend of

' "heavy and power metal, a dose of thrash dnd eventually even a

portion of good old death metal? Yes indeed, it works just fine if

youd ask me. Even though this album is almost one hour long, it
_does not feel boring, however the exclusion of one or two of the

songs would make Everblack even better. Their style is built upon
good melodies and the solos come exactly where youd like them,

but the best thing are the vocals. Screaming, growling and

qualxtatlve clean singing in a perfect mixture, I like Everblack,
especially the songs Seize The Night, and the title track buc as I
said, they could have sklpped for example the cheesy Rescue Me.

MERZBO\W / SHORA

Switching Rhetori

Bisect Bleep / ,
Check out the review of the Ditakeligit dema i this raiie My
opinion on that stuff goes for the three “songs” that Merzbow

contributes wlth as well: I'mean, serlously, who actually finds
“these sounds entertaining? The noise from Masami Akita'is

"interesting” to listen to one time, in order to check out what

. people are capable of creating, but repetitive listening to this stuff

would drive me insane, And this guy has got over 200 releases
der his belt! No wonder people still commit suicide. I'm sure
many of them got exposed to the noise produced by Masami and
1is followers around the world.

ts not really hard to beat a competitor such as Merzbow; and
when Shora from Switserland appears, it’s like “whooa, what a
nd!”. They are playing actual songs, which initially sound

y great. When [ return to reality, [ however discover that they
.exceptionally good band. Their music is a modern style of
isy hard core, which is what one expects from an Overcome

-ase. They are experimenting quite a bit and there’s no lack of
ssion, but there are bands on their label that do this stuff

. Mlsery has been spreading death and horror on the Austrahan
© scene for over a decade now, and I believe that they've released
. one EP and three albums (this one included). Curses conrains of

12 death metal songs of the old school and early work of Motbid
Angel can be named as a reference to how it sound. Just to give
you an idea. This is exactly my cup of tea, because that’s the stuff
that I grew up with and I like it a lot. Misery is far from a
groundbreaking band, but the energy and aggression that these
guys deliver could turn over a truck. This is the best death metal
album that I've heard from Australia this year and you are all
advised to get yourselves a copy of your own. There should be a
new album available very soon, and judgitg from the three new
songs that I've heard so far, we can again expect a dose of
uncompromising death metal and I'm lookmg forward to it very
much. Count on Misery!

MORIFADE -
[mzzgmmzum '
Hammerheart

The first song Lost Within A Shade is not bad at all, and one
pretty soon notice that the boys know their power metal. Other
good songs on Imaginarium are The Enemy Within, Dark Images
and The Secrecy, even though it is a pretty cheesy album. The
bonds to their colleagues Hammerfall are not too distant;

however it’s not the whole truth. Morifade’s material is filled with

melodies and orchestral arrangements, but it also contains some
progressive elements. They show that they have a sense for
powerful chorus and with their decade in the business (resulting
in the MCD’s Across The Starlit Sky and Cast A Spelland full-
length Possession Of Power),they are no new-beginners. They
definitely stand well against the competition. 'm aware of the
fact that a whole bunch of power metal bands have popped up
everywhere during the last few years, and even though I have
heard my share of them, it’s only been on a one-song-here-and-
there basis. Maybe that’s why I've not become bored of the
music, and can really enjoy this album. Still I don't like
everything about it. The keyboards occasionally feels pretty lame
and so to speak in the way. And I'd also like the singer to put
some more feeling into his singing for the next album. I think
that his voice needs more balls and less concentration on not

hitting false.notes.

MYRDDRAAL

Blood On The Mountain

Decius '

OF course the label is all excited about their ﬁrst signing act and
the debut release of both the label and the band. I on the other
hand am far from all that enthusiastic myself. but there are bits
and pieces on Blood On The Mountain that I find quite decent.
Myrddraal’s fast, raw'and primitive black metal T can deal with'in
small doses (like the songs Under The Banner and Dumais Wells),
but this is an album that has that heard-ic-before-more-than-
once-feeling, and all it’s songs at one time is way too much. Their
performance is so simple and amateurish; it sounds as if they
decided to start playing in a band, and two weeks later recorded
an album. Every now and then, acoustic guitars appears as a
counterbalance to all the evilness and that might be a good idea
(Dissection did it really good), but in Myrddraal’s case it sounds -
too lame (just listen to the 10-minute long title-track).

NECROPHOBIC
Bloodhymns
Hammerheart
This new Necrophobic album (their fourth full-length) is one
hell of a fine piece of art: Black Mark should pity themselves for
letting them of the hook, and I really hope that this Stockholm
quartet will finally get the acknowledgement and support from
their new label, as they've deserved for so long. Bloodhymns is
pretty much spinning further on the previous album 7he Third
Antichrist, which was a step back to death metal from the more
black metal album Darkside. The blood is literally running
‘through each one of the 10 songs, and even though the
absolutely best tracks are to be found in the beginning of the
album (Zaste Of Black, Dreams Shall Flesh, Act Of Rebellion and
the absolute highlight Shadowseeds), there isn’t one song that is
not worth it’s place on Bloodhymns. Buy it, steal it...I don't care
how you get your copy, just.make sure you do:

NEPHASTH
Immortal Unholy Triumph
Mighty

The new death metal export from Brazil is called Nephasth, and
with their debut album Jmmortal Unbholy Triumph, they have
placed themselves among the top of the death metal elite in their
native country. And I certainly hope that they will gain success in
the rest of the world as well, because this is a really qualitative
band. They play in the same division (and style of Morbid
Angel-influenced fast death metal) as for instance Rebaelliun and
Kirisiun, and if these bands count to your great heroes, then your
record-collection shouldn’t be missing Jmmortal Unholy Triumph.
A tip for you if you want to check out other heavy combos that
Brazil has to offer, is to get your hands on the compilation
Brazilian Assault, which Relapse released earlier this year. You
will find other great acts beside Nephash on it.

NEUROSIS
A Sun That Never Sets
Relapse

Qakland’s most depressive orchestra strikes with the follow-up to
Times Of Grace, an album that opened my eyes and made me
aware of Neurosis grandness a few years ago. Their emotional
music that is filled with anguish, darkness and depression as well
as mystery and beautiful melodies is one big experiment, and
there is not one single band on this planet that can do what these



gentlemen are capable of. The whole time, they build their songs
upon the contrasts between the calm and chaos, the beautiful
and melodic and the heavy etc. Producer Steve Albini has
succeeded with dressing A Sun That Never Sets into a heavy as
hell suit that brings the best out of the songs. From The Hill and
the title track are my favorites on this masterpiece as I write these
lines, but all the songs are equally strong and every time I listen
to it I pick a new favorite. Very few bands can write a song that is
longer than 13 min (Falling Unknown), and even fewer can do it
without loosing the listeners attention half way through. Buy this
album and you'll get almost 70 minutes of magnificent music.

NOKTURNAL MORTUM
Lunar Poetry
The End :
Ukraina’s leading black metal combo released their debut album
already five years ago {only available on MC), but due to the
huge requests from the fans, The End records are now making it
available again. And not only have they re-released the original
material, but also enriched it with the never before released 11-
minutes song The Return Of The Vampire Lord, as well as a cover
" of Celtic Frost’s Sorrows Of The Moon. Their own songs are
mostly built upon keyboard-melodies and are shifting between
high speed and mid-tempo. [ particularly like their sense for
melodies and the work of the guitar-player, who is responsible
for the best performarice on this disc. There’s more behind their
compositions than just furious and hateful screaming, which
seems to be the recipe for many other bands playing this style.
Nothing reveals that this recording is dated to 1996. In fact,
many bands out there are nowadays trying to do what these
Ukrainians did so long ago. I'm sure that if this band gets sigried
to a bigger label that can give them some bigger promotion, their
music will get more followers. Nokturnal Mortum is the best
black metal band I've heard from this former Soviet-republic
(and also the only one, but still...) and all you corpse-painted
vampites out there should check them out. Their new material
should be out as you read these lmes, and it is supposed to be
faster.

NOMAD

The Devilish Whirl

Novum Vox Mortis ; : -

I dlscovered that Nomad 1s‘ od death metal band (and one of

given them the supp |
the songs and it’s way mo

~ succeeded to implement into
~itsound fresh: There’s one litt

Devilish Whirl, and that is the ing

and other experimentation wh

that actually happens very seldor

s strong, it’s easy to look b ond that L

; NOSTROMO
 Eyesore
iosh Bart / Overcome
y gentlemen who'form: the Swiss Nostromo'have
th album on their account already. An album for
been mainly positive, so I've heard.
me known for their hard core
f their label mares, Nostromo is
metal in their music;

which I think was a good move from them. They even take the
step to cover one of their big heroes Napalm Death with Zivist
The Knife, a song that fits very well in the Nostromo suit. If you
believe that many off today’s hard core bands does not come up
with any new stuff, then Nostromo should get you happy.
There’s one extra track on the 10”EP version of Eysore, so get that
one if five songs aren't enough for you. The only thing that I
would complain about is the closure of this CD. They should
have stopped after the last song, as the outro” sounds just silly.
Could it have been the booze that they abused in the studio?

NOTRE DAME

The 2:nd Coming Soon To A Theatre Near You

Osmose

Snowy Shaw and his company, consisting of Vampirella.and th
De Sade twins, continue to spread the fear all around. This ti
it’s their debut album from:1998 that’s been re-released,
mastered and re-released with six additional bonus tracks
Apparently it was originally released by an incompetent lab
and the barid did want to give their best (222) album a seco

-chance. As with their earlier (later) releases, the quartet off

theatrical metal with a big diversity. Whether you li

Dame or not, the fact is still that they are an original act,
to do something different with music. Personally, [ will pla
album every now and then, but if you've never heard any
material, I think you should try the Nightmare Before Ch
album to start with.

NUNSLAUGHTER
Hells Unholy Fire

‘Revenge / Repulse

These Ohio-sons are legendary with their 15 year:

“and even though I don’t believe that everybody have

‘music, I'm pretty sure that everybody have at least heard the
name before. Through the years, they've released c ‘
demosand 7”EP’s, but not uneil now has a full-leng
been decorated with their logo. Unfortunately

their old songs, whlch today might be quxte

original versions. This album is packed with 18 unholy trac
most of them between one and two minutes long, of old—s
death metal as it was played in late 80’s. The oldest one is the
opening track / Am Death, which was written in 1986, and the
newest material are three songs from 1997. Hells Unholy Fireis a
perfect introduction for those who never listened to
Nunslaughter before, but it will surely appeal to their old fans as
well. It’s raw, primitive and bloody dirty and L'enjoy

that they serve. These guys seems to have decided

wanted to play their music from day one, and nothing has (and
probably never will) change that. You know what you'll get when
you buy a new recordmg from the slaughters.

OBSCENITY
Cold Blooded Murder
Morbid

They can impossibly have been this good before, Germany’s
Obscenity. Or have they? I can’t believe that I have missed their
music for so long, but hey, stranger things have happened. One
after another, the German platoon fires their deadly shots (eight
of them as a total) and every time they hit right on the target.
Which is straight in the heart of an old death metal soul.
Whether they play their metal fast as in Caught In Life or slower
as in Alien Hand Syndrome, it sounds excellent no matter how
they are presenting it. And the appearance of a melodic solo here
and there along the battle of technical brutality is just so fucking
good. These guys have learned a whole lot from the boys down
in Florida, and decided to leave the mastering of Cold Blooded

Musrder to the legendary Morrissound studios, which resulted in
the material ending up with a really fat sound. This is, ladies and
gentlemen, the surprise record of this issue and you should not
let it pass.

OBSIDIAN GATE
Colosal Christhunt

+ Skaldic Art
. When I stumble upon a new band which claims to play
symphonic black metal, T usually don' get very excited. Too
- many recordings with this style have passed my ears, and very

few of them have made any big impression. Most of them have

" been pathetic efforts to make something unique and ambitious.
Germanys Obsidian Gate’s second full-length is also very

itious, but it is also among the best albums within this style
‘ve'heard, and I find the first couple of the songs quite
. After that, my interest is lost and the rest of the material
t give me anything, It’s like a bunch of melodies and riffs
ogether, but the resule doesn’t have any meaning. Itsa -
s they have sense for the music and the skills of the
ans are not that bad either. It’s definitely not a totally bad
if you like your black metal with symphonic
gements you should give Colosal Christhunt a chance. I just
the interest long time ago.

 DRACONIS
ng ¢ The Burden

ime [ heard of this Dutch black metal combo was d few
‘when they sent me their debut demo When The Cycle

to realize how 'uch they ve worked on their new material. They

still build up their songs around melodies, which mostly. the

 synthesizer is responsible for, and ad some heavier riffing and
screaming vocals. ..well, ’m sure you've all heard this formula
before. The whole recording is sound-wise very polished and
_ really the only thing it’s got in common with traditional black

metal is the corpse-paint and the vocals. If you like your “metal”
melodious and sounding a bit like pop, I guess that Ordo
Draconis is yet another band to spend your money on:
Personally, I think it gets a bit too much and almost one hour
with The Wing & The Burden is more than enough for me.

PARAGON EAUTY

Comfort Me, Infinity

Prophecy

Not much has to do w1th metal when deahng with: Paragon Of
Beauty. Except for thescreams that occurs quite seldom (they.
don’t sound too god, by the way); this is some kind of alternarive
rock. Melancholic and mellow parts are mixed together with
‘mid-tempo riffing into pretty harmless songs (eight of them a s a
total) that does not affect me very much. When the leader of this
German quintet, Monesol; sings it shows that he has gota good
voice, but sometimes he seems wanting to do too much with it,
getting too pretentious. Occasionally he whines like a little boy
that just got beaten up by the older boys. I think that I would
have appreciated a 7”EP with two songs (preferably the opening
track This Impossible Moment, How Futile It Seems To Sow and
About Glum Naiades And Idle Gods, which are the best songs on
Comfort Me, Infinity) more than.this full-length.

PIG DESTROYER
Prawler In The Yard
Relapse

Last year, Pig Destroyer became a new member of the mighty
Relapse-family, and with a few various releases under their belt,
Prawler In The Yard is their second full-length. If I tell you that
they've squeezed in 21 songs + an intro into 36 minutes (out of
which the last few minutes are just waste of space), you might
guess that we're dealing with grind core here. But that is not the
whole truth. Within the music of Pig Destroyer, you will find
traces of death metal and HC, as well as parallels to bands like
Dillinger Escape Plan and Converge (which is not all that
strange, as the main-man off the pigs, guitarist Scott Hull, also is
a member of Agoraphobic Nosebleed). The songs on Prawler In
The Yard are very interesting and intelligently composed, and I
like this album more and more for every time I play it.

PRIMORDIAL

Storm Before Calm

Hammerheart

As Storm Before Calm starts spinning and the first tunes comes
out from the speakers, I get myself prepared for a real black
metal ride. It sounds pretty OK; however it’s not all that exciting.
Lucky for me that things get a whole lot more interesting.
Already in the chorus in the first track The Heretics Age; the
singer uses some different vocals and eventually also the music
transforms into different shapes. Their music is very dramatic
and emotional and if you, like me, have the opinion that it’s a bit
too pretentious after the first round; listen to it a few more times.
You'll get to realize what they want to say with their material'and
how everything is connected: Primordial have toured with
among others Thyrfing; and I believe that if you like that
Swedish band you'll enjoy Storm Before Calm as well. Not that
the music is identical, but both bands are proud of their culture,
and use it when composing their own material. Where the
Swedes use a whole lot of folk-music in their songs, the Irishmen
brings their Celtic culture, both lyrically and musically. Check
out this folk-meral album! =

RAVAGER
Storm Of Sin

Osmose

The Mexicans first made some noise with various releases under

the moniker Domain, however it’s now with 2 new name and a
fresh record deal with the Frenchmen that they seriously attacks.
And what a strike then! Storm Of, Sin is one of the absolute best
death metal albunas that’s been released Osrnose, and its yet
another proof of the \qua.lylty‘of the scene on the South American
continent Of couise‘ the speed is on top once this quarter steps

: k 'un should

1 metal
mentioned as

export released a new album!
rznger Of War, was recorded

The remanmng It refused to give up all the success that theyve ,
gained, and a new bass-player called Lohy Fabiano was recruited
at the same time as good old Ronaldo decided to join the band

fans of speed and brutality. Buy!




RED AIM RUNEMAGICK

Flesh For Fantasy Requiem Of The Apocalypse

Metal Blade - k Aftermath

This is one odd record to be released on Metal Blade Records. With their 12 years within the Swedish death metal scene, these
The music that these four German shepherds play is not very Gothenburgers can label themselves veterans, and after three
close to the metal that this label usually releases but more to rock albums on Century Media they've taken a step back to the

1’ roll. Red Aim is a band that’s affected by a wide range of underground. Their new home became the Norwegian label
influences, and bands like Kyuss and Fu Manchu have left a Aftermath Music, who last year released the 77EP Ancient
mark on their songs. As well as their mutual masters Black Incantations, containing some old demo material. The new
Sabbath. The singer is the one that’s sticking out the most with
his various sounds, and he sure likes to experiment with his
voice. It makes me think that they have a lot of fun within the
band and don't take things too seriously. Some people might find
his performance rather irritating (as my wife declared after
hearing Flesh For Fantasy the first time, "what the hell is wrong
with this guy”), but I.cannot write anything negative aboutr .
them. You see, every time I put this record on, [ end up smiling
and getting in generally good mood.

massive piece of music, however it is a pleasant one; and the long
running-time feels only as a bonus-and does not bore you out.. "
The dark death metal that they deliver in the 11 songs (plus -
intro and outro), is spinning further on the classic Swedish styl
of death metal from the time these guys started the band. Thi

should appeal all the fans of old Stockholm death metalybut.
don’t expect Runemagick to sound exactly like those bands
because they don’t. They just come from the same roots.
RunemagicK’s music is filled with own ideas and they've fo
REVENGE T their own personal style. This is nothing for speed-freaks
Antack, Blood, Revenge : like to keep the tempo down, and sometimes they get clo
Dark Horizon doom, yet it sounds great all the way through.

Speed, hate, aggression, chaos and pure evilness is what this

MCD is filled with. Revenge is a new project of Mr. Read; SACRED SIN

former member of Conqueror, and Attack, Blood, Revenge is Translucid Dream Mirror
(from what I understand) their first release. The four songs on Demolition

this MCD will sweep you all the way to hell with its unholy
attack. The dirty sound and production suits the music quite
well, however I'think that slightly clearer sound would do the
songs more justice. I bet that it was exactly whart they were after;
but it sounds like a cassette-demo. The three-piece deliver their
black metal inferno with full-blast from the beginning till the
end, and their choice of cover (Bathorys War) witnesses from
which scene much of their inspiration comes from.

According to the bio, Sacred Sin is one of the blggest merta
in Portugal, and their debut album was highly praised in th
couintry and considered being the best death metal albu
have not heard thar particular album (Darkside; 1993), but
they play today is not death metal. The songs on Translu
Dream Mirror are some kind of progressive black metal w
of synthesizers (of course), with a touch of symphony—cle ents
added ro it. This music does not give me anything w what so ever,

: and the whole album seems quite pointless. The boards and
RISING MOON

‘ - the vocals occasionally cross the fine line between being j just
European Aljens : boring; to become really irritating, and generally the album feels
Metal Fortress ‘ way too long. At the end of it, there’s a cover of Slayer’s £ s

The opening track Brutal Katatonic(a) is, together with the No Boundaries and even if Sacred Sin’s version of thi ,
ending Division Abductions, fast death meral with thrash quite acceptable, it does not justify a purchase of fﬁzzmlu .
elements and I was positively surprised by discovering that the Dream Mirror. g
duo of Rising Moon hails from Italy. That country has not

exactly polluted the world w1th good metal albums lately. During SAD HARMONY
the rest of the songs on this MCD (their third release, as they Elektrula
have two full-length albums under their belt), they deliver some - Redblack

melodic stuff as well as fast riffin, *Actually, if [ didn’t know
where they were from,. Id guess ome Swedxsh band from the
north lt works quite well, especially in the form of a MCD and:

When the really annoying intro-ends and Those legrzmx starts
spmmng, it seems as we are about to listen-to:so
‘i roll. I realize that that’s not the case the second
opens his mouth and starts with his almost growling vocals. Hes
m1xmg hoarse and dark vocals with clean singing and the music
T _ “varies pretty much as well. I’s basically rock; but names like -
RITUAL CARNAGE - Paradise Lost (the rock-period) and Nightingale.p
The Birth Of Tragedy '
Osmose ~ think it’s pretty good. No slow and experimenting doom with
male / female vocals which is what many bands from the eastern
block compose. Sure Sad Harmony uses female vocals as well;
~-but they use them only where suitable. Sporadically in From Mill
7o' Milland completely in one of the best songs Rolled Essence.
This is a pretty harmless album amongst the competition in this
- magazine and definitely one that sticks out. I'like the way they
~ melt the heavy riffing with the melodious stuff, even though it
-sometimes tends to get too commercialized. This really was a
surprise, and a positive one as well, but I thing that they should
move away from the growling singing and go for a more dark
type of singing. And they should have deﬁmtely not placed
Tanya Pulkanova on tlus album

dellvermg a full blast thrash atcack. The songs on th
album smells Bay Area thrash from far ;

into'their music; and they should really
theyve developed The music is mtell

t Danny Carnage’s vocals sounds like he badly nee
nly occasionally and I have no problem llvmg With it.

SADISTIK EXEKUTION
Fukk

Osmose

Requiem Of The Apocalypse is with it’s almost 63 minutes a pretty: :

head as I make my way through- Elektrula and most of the time 1 ‘

Sydney’s sickest metal band strikes again with a new album, the
fourth in their career. Fuktk is opened by the sounds of Rok,
enjoying an ejaculation with a gasmask on (or so it sounds,
anyway) and shortly afterwards the insanity begins. Fast and
chaotic black metal is mixed up with some slower stuff (which
might have beeh written after listening to the magnificent metal
band Autopsy), the whole time accompanied by the vomiting

“- vocals of Rok’s. OK for one listen or two, but good? Not really.

Above all, the album could have been shortened by 11 minutes

“inthe form of the meaningless The Final Exekution at the end of

the album, before the important message ” Only Death Is Real”

* finishes Fukk. I've never considered myself being a fan of this

band, and this album has made it sure it stays that way. In fact,

- T've never figured out what's so special about them, that many
 consider them being some kind of a cult band. Don't get fooled
by the cool cover-painting!

SANATORIUM

Interrial Womb Cannibalism

Fotensick Music

These Slovaks sound today as a whole different band compared
o what [ heard on the 1996-demo Autumn Shadows. There was

- some stuff thar reminded of the American gruff-gruff death

al already back then, but mostly it was a whole different kind
eral with some melodic parts. Now they seem to have taken
a closer step towards the other side of the Atlantic ocean (or
maybe they did it already on their first full-length Arrival Of The
Forgotten Ones?), and they've written music that is close to their

_idols Prophecy, Dying Fetus, Fleshgrind etc. The kind of bands
. that America is filled with. I'd like to say that their evolution has
- gone sideways, rather than forward. I wrote in the review of the
- above-mentioned demo that they should try to come up with

- some stuff of their own, and I still think that. Today it’s just
“different kind of music that they should move further from:

Sanatorium is not as technical as their American competitors,
and a whole lot of their riffs 'm not sure their idols would even
bring to the rehearsals. Some of the songs work out pretty good,
though. It’s not all bad, but I expected more from a band thats
been around for 'so long. The lyrics are a feast for all the gore-
freaks out there, but I have a question for the band. How can a
virgin be 2 whore? And above all pregnant? (Dead Virgin Whore)

SATANS BLOOD

Christians To Ashes, Angels To Dust

Sound Riot

Christians To Ashes, Angels To Dust is fun for about 10 minutes.
What happens-then is as with many other black metal albums. It
gets too monetonous. These Germans are doing their music after
the concept slmple and raw, and it does not work in the long
run. Not for them, anyway. They would need more variation in

the riffing. As L[ is.now; it’s pretty basic and predictable.

SATARIEL
Phobos And Deimos

Hammerheart

I must admit chat I've not been very active in following the
development of this Swedish band. I have heard some of their
songs before, sure, but that was back in the demo-days in the

middle of the 90’s and their music did not impress me too much.

Not until now that is. From what I remember, they played black
metal back then and it sure did not sound anything like this new
material. Satariel model 2001 is more into thrash and I come to
think of their colleagues in Darkane on more than one occasion
while listening to Phobos And Deimos. And now I like what they
are doing very much. Apart from the thrash parts, there’s also a
great portion of death and heavy metal in their music and some
of their past also shines through here and there. The singer is

shifting his vocals from high screams to deep growls, depending
on what the music demands, and he always strikes right. He’s
also competent of singing with a clean vocal, which he proves in
for example Coffin Gateways and Greater Than God. This
delicious album is strengthened some more by none other than
the heavy weight champion Messiah Marcolin, who does an
excellent performance in some of the songs. This album is filled
with speed, melodies, heaviness and fast songs like The Claim
and softer stuff like Holy Trinity goes together very well. I was
pleasantly surprised by Phobos And Deimos.

SCARVE
Luminiferous
Listenable

A lot has happened with French Scarve in the last few years. The
last time I heard something from them was the promo Opacity
back in 1998, and it was a bit disappointing compared to their
MCD Six Tears Of Sorrow from 1996, which secured them an
interview in Amputation mag. In the meantime, they have
released the debut album Translucence (which I have
unfortunately missed) and somewhere on the way, both vocalists
and the bass-player have been exchanged. The progressive,
technical and fast modern style metal that is presented on
Luminiferous has bonds to death as well as thrash metal, and it is
a really worked-through piece of music. I'm glad to discover that
this is the best I've heard from them ever. The musicians play the
complex music absolutely faultlessly, without loosing themselves
amongst the twists and turns between the melodic and the
brutal. The two singers (one is singing, one is screaming)
complete each other well, and they find their spots in the music
very well. An album that is pretty close to Luminiferous is
Swedish Darkane’s debut album. Not only musically, but also
sound wise as Luminiférous too was recorded in Doug Out
Studios with Daniel Bergstrand. But Serpent Speech could have
been excused from this album, because even though it’s a good

song, it does not fit amongst the others.

SEIRIM ;
Kill, War, Chaos

Cudgel

These Germans started to play metal i in 1991, Back then they
went under the name Decomposition, under which only one
demo was released. The change of the band-name was followed
by various small releases, and in 1999 came their debut album
Empire Of The Dead. On Kill, War, Chaos, which is the follow-up
to the debur, Seirim shows that they've gaxned 2 'whole lot of
routine, both in composing and performmg ‘The mixture of
death and black metal works pretty good the way they've done it.
Some of the riffs here and there feels pretty worn out, and a song
like Your Bloodis not all that fun to listen 'to; buit generally its
not that bad. I espec1ally like the quartet Morbid Animalism,
Killing Elements, Beyond The Death and Rulers Of The World.
Whether that’s because some of the riffs reminds me of
Sarcofago, or somethmg else, thesc songs are powerful and [
enjoy them

SETH ,
Divine X

Osmose

Since the last albun T/ﬂe Excellence, the Frenchmen have not
gone through any drastic changes with their music. They ha
however moved on and taken their music further. There
songs on Divine X, all of them close to the stuff from the last.
album, yet this time it's more progressive;
experimenting a whole lot more and the i
more melodic. Softer one might t
and double bass-drums on Diyvin




black metal. Divine Xis better than The Excellence, and they both
work great for a couple of spins every now and then. Still, ic’s not
an extraordinary release. And for the uninitiated, the French
language still sounds funny. These guys are, however, professional
in what they are doing, and the result from the recording is a

you to immediately buy yourselfa copy. Sinister won't let you
down, count on that!

SIX FEET UNDER
True Carnage

powerful and modeérn sounding album. Metal Blade

As the first taste of True Carnage arrived at my place (a three-
SILENCER ' song promo), I only found The Day The Dead Walked to be a -
Death Pierce Me quite interesting and decent track. The first track mpulse To

Prophecy

Apart from the statement "Silencer supports your death”,
Prophecy did not put much other info on the bio that arrived
with this CD, and since this is my first meeting with them I can

Disembowel felt quite boring and: One Bullet Lef¢ was totally
destroyed by a fellow called Ice-T, who got to ventilate his

album I find out that this is not all as bad as T was prepared for.

but Southern Isolation is really a one-woman-show. This is as far Listenable
from metal as it could possibly get, but very good indeed! Dare I
expect a full-length any time soon? '

SPAWN: records Third Eye Function and The Armageddon Theories, both
Systems Full of Vzctzms

Bruchstein

on it that [-find quite weird. It seems that the Gefman’s want to

lounges beside Chris Barnes. Now that I've consumed the whole / ‘gUitar,s all of a sudden goes schizophrenic. Those things bother

One cannot oversee these boys™ passion for the forefathers of
death metal, Floridas Death. On their third album (I have
unfortunately not yet had the pleasure to listen to the previous

released by Pulverised Records), they deliver one hell of a
technical death meral with influences from Death’s later work.
Apparently, this new material is more straightforward compared
to their old stuff, and I wander how it might have sounded
before? By now you probably understand that it is not all that
easy to get into the complex compositions on Colonising The
Sun, but once you have gotten into them, they will get even
better for every time you listen to them. Melodies are mixed up

ike most of the stuff on thxs album, however there are things

stick out a bit by squeezing in some riffs, breaks and bridges that
ust don’t make sense. Just like in Mass Hysteria, in which the

because I can‘hear that they know how to make some good

not tell you much about their past. The only thing I know is that
this material wds composed between 1995 and 2000, and

according to the special thank-list in the booklert, it might have
been composed in one of our most famous mental institutions
here in Sweden. The S:t Sigfrids hospital in Vixjs (and that
makes me very proud...). Their black meral songs are raw; fast,
dirty and smells death and misery from far away;, but what made
me happy was the lack of the attributes that are so “popular”
these days like female vocals, messing around with doom/goth

but when they do that, the sick and twisted is still present. The
singer screams his way through- Death Pierce Me sounding like
King Diamond on drugs, or like Vildvittrorna in Ronja
Révardotter. Anyway, even though theit mental health is not
100% in order, they sure can make some brutal music and thar’s
enough for me.

SILENT STREAM OF GODLESS ELEGY
Themes '
Redblack
The last album, Behind The S/ﬂadows from 1998, was followed by
a small line-up change and now one of the leading bands within
the Czech doom-scene (and Grammy-winners of the year 2000)
is back with a new full-length: And much is the same as before.
Themes is filled with melodies and arrangements that will make
many other bands within this style to fade away, and this six-
piece has once again showed a great sense for moody music.
Much of the albums quality is in the violin- and violoncello-
parts, which lifts the whole material. And also of course Zuzka’s
beautiful voice, which also can be heard on the latest albums of
Cales and Endless. There is some new stuff on this album as well.
The singer doe’s not sound as hes pushing himself to sound as
brutal as p0551ble, but uses his voice with more feelmg The new

: C'réétz'z)é Killings
; :'Hammcrheart

me, the debut Cross The Spyxis a re
theyve released; they've delivered thy

Thanatos and Houwitser) is an ongmal ,
excellent replacements for his‘lost buddies. T1
e hell of a riff-master who works great together
section that Aad and bassist Alex serves for him and on
are the inhuman growls from Rachel. Yes; a

he microphone in Sinister and she’s

t guys would cut of their right leg in
Rachel is capable of: Possessed’s

ent recording, and Turge

-one of the new songs, and I have regained hope for t

etc: It’s not fast all the time and eventually they slow down a bit,

~than you could possibly imagine, and they do it incr

“There are parts on this CD that are decent, preferably in the first

'SOUTHERN ISOLATION . TENHI

- the new musician is called Opal and it’s thanx to her friend Phil
_ Anselmos label Baphomet/Housecore Records (which he'shares

k some horror metal album though, because what Opal does is

with heavy riffing, and guitarist Peter Lake is doing some serious
exercises on the fret-board. This album is filled with a whole lot
of progiessive elements, and the members are all eager to show
what they can do with their instruments. And they are all very
~skilled musiciansf I have to check out album #1 and #2 ASAP!

There are way better songs on True Carnage than the ones on th
above mentioned promo, as for example Cadaver Mutilator,
And Twisted and Ir Never Dies. I stopped to buy Six Feet:Un
material after Warparh, as I thought that their death metal

not moving anywhere, but True Carnage shows that they’
found some new ways, without loosing their unique

style. You'll easily recognize their pretty simple mu

death metal, which it is plenty of on Systems Fuull Of Victims.

) BW »L,TO SALLY

e music of these Germans is very varied, and it constantly

ces new directions. Slow - fast, heavy - soft, electronic -

¢ etc. They mix in some rock and metal into their songs,
act : G - in some electronic parts, and a whole lot of their

- ences comes from the traditional folk music. No, it’s not

to label them and yes, their music is original. They have
together since 1993 and that shows in the professionalism

r performance. Above all I like the acoustic guitars on
blut. Have a look at the title of this album and you'll
inderstand my problem with it. The lyrics are sung in their
native German language and as you might know, it’s not really
my cup of tea: Besides, the singers voice is quite irritating and I'd
- like to see a change of both for the next record. But I guess that

~ would ruin the whole thing with Subway To Sally, huh? This
septet is apparently a huge band in Germany, and [ don’t doubt
“that for a second, but I don’t think they will gain a big success

- outside of the German-speaking countries.

THRONEAEON
Neither Of Gods

Hammerheart

SOILENT GREEN
A Deleted Symphony For The Beaten Down
Relapse

Soilent Green have over the past few years produced rel
all kinds of formats, and on this-new full-length they ¢
deliver their unique style of heavy music that they've m:
themselves known by. They blend death metal, hard
and sludge into their songs, which include more te

Already back in 1997, right after the release of their excellent
demo Carnage, I requested a full-length album from
Throneaeon. It’s a shame that it took four long years, but it was

well worth the wait. To still mine, and surely many others,
hunger they released the MCD With Sardonic Wrath in 1999, an
album whose four songs witnessed of an increasing form of the
band. Now that Neither Of Gods is here, it doesn’t take long to
discover that this one as well is a really great release, although I
was quite surprised by it as it wasn't what I've been expecting.
The strong Deicide-influences (which were so obvious on the
above mentioned releases) are not as strong anymore (they are
still there though, yet heavily reduced) and the boys have tried
some other ways. Some of the stuff they seem to have been
feasting on during the writing of this album, are the Polish death
metal masters. I think that their development is going in the
right direction and I'm already looking forward to album #2.
This album is one of the best Swedish death metal releases of the
year 2001, and it will strengthen Throneaeon’s position within
our country’s death metal elite. Buy!

Slow and heavy stuff is mixed with hysterical madnes
tasteful way; and if I tell you that T could fill this pa
that might have influenced these guys, you'll u
Zwide” their sound is. Soilent Green sounds like no o
and as long as they stick to their formula of writin
more than happy. Keep up the good work.

~ SUNSETH SPHERE
“Storm Befare Silerice
Hammerheart
" The pop/goth of these Hungarians was a bit of a surprise. After
just a few songs, I discovered that I liked their material and that
is not very common with this kind of music. What I like is
foremost that they don’t complicate their music too much.
Instead of showing the world all the things they can do with
their instruments, they build their songs upon strong melodies,
which easily get stuck on ones mind: They also use just one THRONEUM
female singer (except for one song, in which the drummer got to Old Death’s Lair
borrow the microphone for a while), and she fits the music Maleficium - ,
perfectly with her beautiful voice. This gitl is also responsible for , Throneum have prevtously Ic
the keyboard/piano parts, which gets a lot of space within the
songs. They manage to combine heavy riffing with soft melodies
and vocals Wl[hOllt soundmg likea bunch of other bands.

SOLEKAHN
Suffering Winds

Imperial Maze -

two songs. Apart from that; this recording feels quite pointless.
Sure they are performing some OK metal, and they are flirting
with black metal here and there, but Suffering Winds does not
give me any enjoyable experience. And the'singer’

singing in a kind of V1k1ng-style vocals does not con

good. Apart from the music, the sound of the gultars and drums
are just contributing to making me bored after a while. There are
few death metal bands in France that are worth checking out
(that I am aware of; anyway), and Solekahn is n

influenced by the old death metal bands from the late 80's / early
90’s; but they have for sure also listened to some black metal.
During my initial hstemng to Old Deaths Lair, I liked what 1
heard and enJoyed theu: unpol ished death metal with dirty

S/t Coh e - , . Atrut:Ciwi
Baphomet / Housecore - ' Prophecy
Sometimes it seems quite hopeless for new artists to release their - Imustadmit cha I have not been 100 excited about the stuff that
music; and that’s when good contacts are priceless. In this case; T've received from Prophecy in the past; but Tenhi’s new creation,

I found quite interesting. After the intro, which sound as if

performed by Australian aboriginals, you will find two. calm - .

songs, that would very well fit in some kind of a dark movie. The
: plano, flure, keyboard gultar and othcr mstruments that I cant f

pleces are only OK.
ng énough to affect the

with Klll)oy) that her music gets out to the masses. Dont expect

‘miles away from any kind of metal what so ever. During these
four songs, Opal performs melodious and emotional music with
her inner thoughts in the lyrics. She’s got a very unique style of
singing and despite of the simple guitar-work, the songs just
grabs you. I must admit that [ was quite skeptical at the
beginning, but now [ hke them mote and more for every time
I'm listening to them. I like country as well, so what? It’s true
that some other people have been ng Opal out in the studio,

UFYCH SORMEER

- Anthem To The Glory Of The Great Oc
Ancestral Craft
It starcs with a dark intro thh
keyboard melodles and m:

1S always IlleC.'



strikes and Ufych Sormeer (what kind of name'is that anyway?)
attacks with some cold and raw black metal. Pretty soon the
keyboard gets more and more involved in the whole picture, and
the music gets more orchestral. Occasionally it does not sound
bad atall, and I can really enjoy the first couple of songs but
that’s it. The longer into the album I get, the more am I loosing
the interest in it. This is not the best nor the only album with
this kind of music I've received lately, and that’s why I'm not all
that excited about it. It does sound more black metal than many
of the others though, much thanx to the rasping vocals. Some of
the melodies and riffing is pretty decent and the bass-player is
doing a good job, but I just get the feeling that they are repeating
themselves too much. More work has been done with the lyrics, .
which takes us on a ride into the world of fantasy.

UNDERTOW
Unit E
Silverdust
This new album from the German trio Undertow is nothmg for
fans of grind and other speed-freaks. Unite E is about groove and
heavy riffs, which are performed mostly in a slow tempo. Judging.
from their songs they must have corisumed a whole lot of doom
in their lives, and one or two of the so called new metal bands
have influenced them a bit as well. The main focus is on
heaviness, but Undertow also writes théir material melodious.
There are also guest appearances on:Unite E from Michael
HuBurn. (End Of Green) and Kirk Windstein (Crowbar), otit of
which the later band have affected the songwriting of Undertow
as well. I feel it’s a bit too slow here and there and wish for a-
higher tempo; but I like the last trio of songs; Code-X; in which
they bring on the thrash, Dividualand the slow piece Lowdown.

VIA

Czech Assault

Relapse

After Brazil and Poland, the time has come to shed some light

upon the Czech metal scene with a new assault-compilation from

Relapse. On the previous assaults, one could find some really
good stuff like Abhorrence, Nephasth, Yartering and
Decapitated, and therefore my expectations on this Czech-assault
were set pretty high. I've noticed over the last few years that
many bands in both Czech Republic and Slovakia have gotten
addicted to the US-style of death/grind, and for some reason, I '
was kind of prepared to ﬁnd that stuff on tl’llS compllatxon as:

otitro) of fast deat metal, and e even though it’s qulte OK, its
nothmg o wet your ants ove T e drums are quite stiff and

‘a lot of thoughts to their compositions. This qumtet isa trght

'this €D In foursongs (three are their own material-and:
“dover of Mortician's Slaughterhouse), they show thar t ey

howto play their stuff It’s tight and intensive and deﬁ

Mt Zeljko from Ravenlord magazine sent in a cD wit

. comes exclusively from the US. The music is techmical an

" May Result is a black meral band, but they seem to ha

: - Y
CCP Records in 2001), they play a kind of black metal that .

dance music and doesn’t fit on a Relapse-record at all. T like
White Zombie and Rob’s solo-albums as well as Pain, but
Contrastic does not posses the qualities of those artists. It’s a bit
shame, because they prove in parts of the first track Liars Are

- Winners that they can do decent punk/metal.

Prague’s Intervalle Bizarre play a kind of technical death metal in
the US-style, which does not surprrse all that much but -

definitely rises above the previous bands on this album. The
twisting and turning on every note and it shows that they ve pu

unit and as an ending of their appearance they serve us a good,
version of Terrorizer's After World Obliteration.
Fleshless has been promoted as the most known grind band fromn,
Czechi Republic, but T thing they sound more death metal than .
grind. Anyway, they for sure are responsible | for the best musi

around for a long time (more than 10 years I believe) an

worth checking out. I suggest that you pick up some of th
own releases instead of wasting your money on this assa
Besides, there are better bands in the land of the best beer
world than those presented on this compilation.

V/A FROM SERBIA
HERETICAL GUILT, MAY RESULT, SCARED, SI A
STONE OF FLESH

Promo CD from Ravenlord magazme

bands from his narive Serbia, in order to help promoti
piece of the music that his country has 1o offer.
First out is Heretical Guilt with their demo Neronic
“This is a death metal band from Belgrade, whose i inspi

most of the time, but the occasions are rare when t
good. Only riff after riff after riff, but the wholenesshas othin
to say. It does not grab. me and there is certamly alot to work on
before they can call themselves Serbia’s Cannibal Corpse

their music for every release of theirs. On Tinina (release

occasmnally sounds pretty decent. As many of their colleagues,
they too use a keyboard that is constantly present in the
background, and that is seldom a good move. The sound is not
the best either; and this album sounds as an average demo.
Zacaran works quite well though.

The other unsigned band here is Scared, who isrep
grind scene with their second demo Bangla Borcha,-Ha
And they do it pretty good. “Their songs flows on without
irritating oo much, and even though it sounds quite basic from
time to-time, they have not much to be ashamed.of.

Formerly known as Abaddon, Simargal has previously released a
demo with melodic death meral. Nowadays, the band wants to

* promote themselves as a black metal band, and even though that -

label partly suits their debuc album Meering With (Rock Express
Records; 2001), the melodic death metal is still present in their
songs. What they are showing here would need to be furcher
polished; but they are on the right track.~

‘The horde in Stone Of Flesh has two demos under their belt

 (both released as a MC called Unveiled Evil by Demonion

VPr'odLi‘ctions),, and here they are represented with their first
: alburn Some Wounds Bleed Forever (CCP-Records, 2000). These

‘ guys play fast and raw black metal, and this is doubtlessly the
est stuff amiongst the competition on this compilation. Nothing
that wil place them in the top of the black metal scene, but their

aggressrveness will

ing the -

occasionally with her high-pitched whining, and the moments
when the male singer tries clean vocals. Apart from this, at
various occasions they succeeds.to build up a good atmosphere
(mostly thanx to the guitarist) with good melodies. If you're into :
soft mietal, you should check these South Americans out.

To celebrate thelr 5:th anmversary, Prophecy are releasmg this’

compilation, containing 15 songs from 15 bands. If you want to

discover new talents within the experimental music, then this

" compilation is a perfect album to study. The music here is mostly

dark and one could say armospheric. Anyhow, it is definitely

o dlfferent from most of the music reviewed in Amputation. There ‘
' 1s the heavier stuff from Blazing Eternity, electronic metal from VIRULENCE o
; gs from Paragon Of Beauty and The Vision A Conflict Scenario |

bt the best stuff is the mellow and soft music from i Morbid

Empyrlum and Of The Wand And The Moon Some of '

A Conflict Scenariois a really hard record to get into: At least
 that’s . what I feel, and after having listened to it several times, [ -
still can not understand what Vurulence want to say with their

music. Death/grind/HC is mixed with some jazz-stuff into a
~ cockrail that can only be described as one word, and that is
original. There seems to be no boundaries when these Boston-
sons compose their music. They are simply ready to try
everything. Not many dare to do that, and for that Virulence
have my respect. It’s hard to find words to describe what at first
seems to be pure chaos; but a few listenings makes me realize
what a complex and thought-through album this actually is. Just
check it out for yourself, and you will discover music you most
likely have not heard before.

th chapter of the VOD compllatrons is a way better CD
he hird one. While there was a whole lot of black metal on
11, there’s a whole lot of thrash on this one and this time all *
fds are Swedish. First out is Arise, and they are together
emons Of Dirt the are absolutely best bands on this

ation. Both bands give us a taste of their death/thrash (the
ons are more groovy) and [ urge you to check out both

Is" full-length albums. Chastisement are not all that bad VOMITORY
with their thrash track Time Zone Zero, and the same goes [V 7
onformatory, Sin Of Dismay and Withered Beauty (death Metal Blade

tal) 45 well. Then there are bands that don impress, but

oesn't totally suck either, and those are Nightspirit (death/black
‘metal), Spawn Of Possesion (death metal), Dark Armorial -~ "~
{Gothenburg-metal), Zavorash (ice-cold black metal) and
Abancl”n’ed (thrash/death metal). The rest are bands that I think
1y few would appreciate, and those are 9:th Plague, Souls Of
mptiness, Blotseraph, Enchained, Gurted Remains and Moria.

With Chaos Fury, Karlstads finest opens their fourth full-length
Blood Rapture, an album that was much longed-for due to the
great Revelation Nausea from 2000. And almost immediately I
can state that the boys have kept up the good work. In a furious
T tempo they give us 9 new death metal pieces, which strengthen
VADER : . their position among the top of this country’s death metal elite.
Revelations - : : Comparing to last time, not much is left of the Bolt Thrower-
- Metal Blade ® , like guitars. They seem to have tried to write songs that are closer
-What can I write about Vader that’s not already been written to the classical Swedish sound, yet without loosing their own
- countless of times? How can one praise the Polish kings even identity at the same time. It is still Vomitory, only darker and a
more than one already does? Every album that these gentlemen bit rawer.
\ave released this far have been masterpieces and that is of course
also the case with brand new Revelations. Peter the Great and his
combo does not let us down this time either - was anyone
expectmg thar?! On: this album, just like on the previous ones,
they deliver death metal of the finest quality. A small change
since the last time is that bassist Shambo has been replaced by a-
i on;and he fits well together with Peter’s -

WURDULAK
Ceremony In Flames
Baphornet / Housecor

as got a passion for

, ly precise drumming. Revelationsis the latest in the
line of their excellent releases, which 4dre more. than 10 by oW,
and there is nio excuse for not purchasmg this album. In fact, not -

theyre gomg t0 go! to the
. Australla.

,VAMPIRIA‘

. ‘AmongMormk
Jearus ‘ :
The 1ame alone should grve you a hlnt of what hrs ba



ABNORMITY
Demo 2002 [CDY
There are two songs on this demo. The first one is a pretty lame
kind of black metal, which is boring and totally pointless. I
wonder what these guys tries to say with their music; as it is
totally soulless. The second track is pretty much in the same vein
as the first one; although ir's more melodious and a bit softer.
Occasionally the singer tries to sing with clean vocals and that
miakes it only worse. The Spanish guys should consider some
serious rehearsing before recording something again. With a new
singer that is; because I hope they too realize they have to let go
of the present one:

Promo 2001 [MC] :

This is promo is just to prepare us of what’s gonna be released as
a 7”EP called Boka Vim Kaos by Carnal Records. Arckanum plays
a traditional and raw kind of black metal and they do it pretty
damn well. It sounds dirty and evil, just the way it's supposed to
and T have not much to complain about. The EP will be strictly
limited to 500 copies, so if you want one you should hurry. If
you like me haven't heard of this band before, you might want to
check out some of the split 77EP’s they've released, as well as
their 10 year-anniversary LP/CD.

I
% ARCKANUM

BURIAL HORDES'
Entering The Untrodden Forest [CD].

Greek Burial Hordes have sent in their debut demo, containing
two black metal songs and the usual intro / outro. We're talking
black metal of the primitive kind, and even though there’s some
space for melodies, there are no female vocals nor orchestral
arrangements on Entmng The Untrodden Forest. It's not totally
reprehensible, although there is defini tely need for some more
rehearsals. Most of the stuff is pretty stan dard and they should
really get a human drummer, a the m
not sound too good: '

CARDINAL SIN : ‘
Roc/e Til Daom, Doamed T Rac/e [CD]

same name. This Cardinal Sin halls from
Australia. Anyway, their music smeﬂys_ol
and bands like Black Sabbath and for e
probably not very unfamiliar to them

oh hat isa very sad chapter This guy Gaz sou
ally lacks any sense for thythm whatsoever and
e songs. My advice to the other members of

find a new singer, alternatively

o Daniel Lundh, who together with Andreas Lennartsso

* computers, samples, synthesizers or sequencers: How the

PS: The bass-player is also playing with Misery. (see review in the
album-section), so you can contact both bands on the same

address.

DUNKELHEIT
Tiphoon [CD]

Dunkelheit, writes in the letter that was included togéth‘
this'demo that they play "noise/dark ambient with inﬂuen
from Abruptum, Merzbow and Burzum”. And sincela
very familiar with the work of those bands, I just have o
hls Word on it. You see, I don’t understand anything of

”songs” on Typhoon. You won't find any instruments such :
drums, guitars, bass etc, and they have not either used any

created the mysterious sounds (which I guess might be use
various film-sequences) is beyond me, just as the point wrt
There are many types of art that I simply don't get; a
just one of them. It’s true that it’s dark, but it has noth
with metal. ~

ECZEMA
Solidad; El Llanto De Muerte [CD] .
Translated into English, the name of this ‘demo (Eczema’s'
is Solidad, The Cry Of Death. The lyrics are exclusiv
native Spanish language, and what they are dealing with is
beyond me. The music on the other hand, is some kind of
/ black metal with some influences from doom and melodi
features. To begin with that is, because eventually th
down quite 2 bit in order to create some kind of atmosphere and
that’s not good. Some of the fast stuff is not that bad, but the
demo is'presented as one 30min-song, divided into. five chapters,
out of which much could have been excluded. I think that this
would work better if they took the best of the fast stuff and
composed a couple of shorter songs from it. Anyhow, the vocals
are what really bother me on this demo. On the CD that they
sent in are also songs from the demo On-The Other Side Of T/ae
Mirror, which is better.

HEARSE

Demao 2001 [CD}
I guess that most of you are familiar with Furbowl the band that
during the early 90s released 2 MCD and a full- length album.
Both of them conrain a style of death metal that doesn’t sound.:"
like any other band and T recommend them both: The drummer

~from Furbow! Max Thornell recently joined forces with his
former band-mate Johan Liiva (at that moment unemployed

after being fired from Arch Enemy), a guitarist was recruited and
Hearse was born. The old Furbowl-feeling is. very much present
on the three songs on Demo 2001, and Johans characteristicand

_ deep growling once again gives me goose bumps. Their roots are
- mixed with a great portion of good old heavy metal, a blend in

‘which the guitar-melodies gets a whole lot of space and actually 1

 come to think of Mercyfull Fate mo‘re than once: My adviceis =~
*: that you order this demo right away, ‘cause soon they will be

putting out full-length albums and you will be able to: brag 'with
a demo for your frrends;Ma e suire to,keep your eyes open for |
this trio!: ~ »

IN GREY

Above [CD]

In the previous issue of Amputation, I reviewed thé demo Mask
from this Stockholm-trio and I found myself liking their quite
harmless rock. On Above, they are serving us two new songs and
they are still blending goth-influences into their rock music. I'd
say that the title-track is a bit Paradise Lost-inispired, while the

: . second song [ Amaze has got some Type O Negative-vibes. There

are really no big differences in their music compared to the last

*demo. Above is maybe a bit stronger and they seem to have

worked more on these songs, but they ate continuing on the

- same road as before. I'm actually quite amazed that they are

forced to still release demos, when the radio is full of ¢rap. After
all, In Grey has been here for 10 years, so I'd say it’s about the
they get a proper deal. (50Sek/5US$) '

ve[atzun Of The SadoGod [MC]

bain [ am one step behind chis Stockholm band Their previous
arrived just after the G:th issue went for printing, hence it
vt reviewed until months later in #7. And right after the

ase of thar issue I got this tape. Anyway, the important thing
spread the name of the band and due to the quality of therr
Lintend to do that every way I can. With a line-up

nded to a quintet they once again attack with a tape of high-
death metal, which kicks serious butt. Countless are the
bands trying to come close to what these guys produce. It is a
pleasure to enjoy their sheer brutality, which they deliver with a -
high precision. Don't hesitate to order this demo, containing

tro / outro, three songs of their own and Death’s old classic
Zombie Ritual, which they've done a good job covering. Of

- course you should also check out their full-length on Earache /
Wicked World as well. -

MAPLE CROSS
Promio 1, 2002 [CD]
Apparently; Maple Cross once was a blU name within the Finnish
metal scene, which they became a part of already in the middle
of the 80%. 10 years later, they had released several demos and
one album, but by then they had enough of the band and split
up. Five years later, vocalist Marco decide it’s time to make some
music again, and reform the band with a whole new line-up. I've
never heard this band before, but if I'd have to guess where they
come from judging from this promo, I think I would have -
picked just Finland. This three-track promo starts with-
Invincibles, a melodic meral-song thar easily gets stuck on ones
mind. It’s like-a pop-metal track, if you know what I mean.
Second comes Simply Simplicity, a song that I find quite
meaningless: The singer screams his lunges out to a few-harmless
melodies and the whole track feels very dry: The same goes for
the ending Au Revoir. I get the feeling that the five members of
Maple Cross can’t decide what kind of music they want to play.
On top of that, the sound and production is pretty weak:
They've recorded a total of eight songs diiring this.recording
sessron, which means that a full- -length album can be released at
once. That is if some label takes the bate, whrch I think is
unlikely right now.

MISTWEAVER
Time Breeds Insanity [CD]

Mistweaver was earlier called Infernal, and under that name they i
- released the demo: Visions And Dreams. As Mistweaver they have
- the demo Deénomination under their belt, but I have no idea of
‘how either one of them sounded. Time Breeds Insanity however, is
* opened by the title track, which is a kind of symphonic black
metal; a very. weak and cheesy one as well: Song #2, Periculum,

starts of in the similar style; but eventually the singer starts using

- clean vocals and all of a sudden they sound like a power metal

- what they are doing. There are moments when they actually

“drummer Matt is also abusing the skins in Necroflesh. This too is

voice.

gang. There are two more songs in this style on Time Breeds
Insanity, and none of them makes me to change my opinion
about Mistweaver. A whole bunch of bands out there are doing
similar music as Mistweaver is doing, and not many of them
makes me interested. This demo is not totally a waste though.
The guitarist is the member of this unit who’s doing the best job,
as he’s simply the one who seems to have the best knowledge of

don’t sound all that bad, but those moments are very few. My
advise to Mistweaver is to write some heavier stuff and skip the
clean vocals. Or go for the power metal thing all the way. Being
somewhere in between does not sound right.

NECROFLESH
Promo 2001 [MC]
Apart from playing Stockholm death metal in Horrrd the

a death metal band, however of a different kind. Necroflesh plays
in the US style, which means that their material is more
technical, faster and with a whole different sound. I like this kind
of music, and the Italians are doing it pretty good. Here and
there it sounds really good actually. But unfortunately, once
again I think that the weak link is the singer. The guy shows on
several parts among the three songs that he is capable of good
death metal vocals, so there’s no need for him to varying his

NOMENMORTIS
Promo 2001 [IMC)
Just as the last time, these fellows recorded their marerial first
and are worrying about a label that would release it later. With ’
last time I mean their five-song promo, which resulted in the
full-length How [ Learn To Bleed... For The Things I Wish To
Forget on the Japanese label Jackhammer Music. On Promo
2001, the Slovaks have chosen four songs (out of 10 recorded),
and when they've found someone who'll release it, which
shouldn’t be that hard, it will be a CD called Misanthrone. With
a few changes of the members, they've continued to play good
death metal after the American model, where technique and
brutality goés hand in hand. Compared to other underground
bands that re doing the same, these guys have the skills to pull it
off. The new material is heavier and better than the one on the
last CD, mainly because of the improvement of their skills. Still
I'm not very satisfied with the performance of the singer, and
once again I want a radical change on that post. The vocals are of
the deep grunting style, and the guy sound like a pig that has his
head deep down'in the mud. -

NYARLATHOTEP
Promo 2002 [MC]
The crazy Japanese-guy is back with a new tape, and those of you
who've read Amputation mag before should know what to
expect, as hrs stuff has been revrewed here before. Makoto
known for experlmentmg quite a lot with his
hat on Promo 2002. His new
the Nyarlathotep / Gnome
most brutal I've heard from
d Funeral Dusk o this
d a5 an “ear torturing

M Kanto, il
Serenity magazine as wel

than layout. He’s also ha



check with the band for some newer material:

~ introon this demo (their second I believe), that was
_ recorded in the end of 2001, and it is material they

metal squad Relentless, and he does thar really well. It is quite
clear that the majority of their inspiration comes from the US-
scene, which means that the music is brutal as hell and the vocals
are of the deep and growling kind. That is when Kanto himself -
isn't doing his hysterical screams. As with the music, the lyrics
too are dealing with brutality. You can read about semen, urine,
dismemberment, vomiting, anuses and more blood than you can
take...you know, all the nice stuff. This is a good one.

REPUGNANT

Draped In Cerecloth [MC]

Maybe you are already familiar with this Stockholm-based band
thanx to their 7°EP Hecatomb (also released on a 12”EP by
Hammerheart Records). If not, you should immediately get a
copy of that one before it’s too late, as it sure is one fine piece of
art. Draped In Cerecloth is yet another dose of good Stockholm .
death metal of a kind you seldom stumble upon nowadays,
presented in three songs as a total. Since last time, they have lost
their bassist and drummer, but they have found good
replacements and the future looks good for them. This demo will
bring forth some good memories of past times, if you were
around during the golden years of death metal. If not; thxs is the
kind of good stuff you missed.

RESUSCITATION
Injection Of lnsanity [CD]
In a lack of competent drummers, a band sometimes needs to
satisfy with a substitute, and countless are the recordings on
which a badly programmed drum-machine spoiled the songs. In
Resuscitations case it does actually not sound all that
bad, and the duo Bob (guitar/bass) and Kurt (vocals)
delivers five decent death metal tracks of high speed.
Even though the drums occasionally sounds a bit too
machine-like, the music is pretty good and reminds
slightly of Morbid Angels early material: It’s not as
technical, yet I believe something good might come
out of this. They just have to find a human being,
capable of handling the stocks.

7USS$.

SEPTICEMIA
Hopeless Age {CD]
It’s not all just crap; this promo that the Austrian leu.
Septicemia sent in for analyze. Thete are things that
they have to work on before alabel gets interested,
because it sounds like an average dema, but I like the
feeling of it. Some of the riffs should have been tossed
away already in the rehearsal room, the vocalist needs
to shape up a bit and the arrangements occasionally
gets pretty lame and mediocre. Their death metal is’
heavily influenced by the early 90’ scene, but there’s
also evidence of the band being familiar with modern
metal as well. Some of the songs are well worth a liste
or two, but there are some tracks that are close to bad
(Good Save The Queen and Deeper to name some of
them). Go for the quality next time; and dont fill the
CD just because there’s space on it: I should point ou
that Hopeless Age was put on tape two years ago; so

SOIL OF THE UNDEAD
Seduced By Mental Desecrations [MC]
The boys from the IKEA-capital offers three songs +

utely don’t have to be ashamed of. It is deach

“ few seconds. We are dealing with some kind of noise,

Af term ath
& USIC
i y Box 721

with a slight touch of black that from the start N-7407 Trandheim
. NORWAY

undil the end goes in a nice fast tempo, and they seem to be
perfectly sure of how they want it to be done. No unnecessary
stuff that only confuses, but straight forward seems to be their
motto. The duo Henke and Chrille, who are handling all the
instruments, have taken some help from Vixjd’s Slask for the
vocal parts, and that man delivers dark vocals and high screams
that both sound good. I like Seduced By Mental Desecrationsand =

I'm sure you will too.:

VEDERVARDIG
Demo 2001 [CD]
Vedervirdig is the Swedish word for Repugnant (or similar to:
that, anyway), and it is quite a suiting name for the musicon -
Demo 2001. This is a one—man show of Peter Karlsson, and fc
this demo he's created three songs that drives me nuts after

up and comming #

that this guy s listening to some black metal as well, becaus out is the thrash-

there are traces from this style in his compositions. There
nothing exciting about Demo 2001 at all, and I suggest y
to their namesake Repugnant instead. That is qualitative m

" music and-are very unpersonal. Sabbath-metal emands a very
strong voice! Would like to know-whe-they-ire, though!
Amputation: They are an Australian band. Check out the review
of their promo in this issue.

MMORTAL k73/mnts

 Sons Of The Northern-Darkness [CD 2002]
Cab: What do w e here? Tjrants from Immortal’s new .
album, An OK album, but I dont like the sound ar all.-{
f”'ﬂfhe\ea lier works, like Pure Holocaust or Battles In The North:
Botlialbums are much rawer with a colder and more suitable
sound. I'll give them credit for still keeping the Immortal
trademarks and for staying true to themselves.

OVERDOSE - Dead Clouds

Circus Of Death [CD 1999]

Cab: It’s beginning with a Pantera-riff, and then some clean
guitars. Mid-tempo, post-thrash/heavy metal. It sounds
American, from the beginni'ng of the 90’s. Like the stuff they
showed on Headbangers Ball.

Amputation: America is nght, however Overdose are from the
South part, from Brazi
Cab: This doesn’t do anythmg for me. Boring metal. Could be
something like Pro-Pain, if I remember right. -

CALLENISH CIRCLE - Pull The Plug

Flesh, Power, Dominion [CD 2002]

Cab: I don’t recognize the band, but they do an unoriginal but
OK cover of Death’s Pull The Plug. Nothing more; nothing less.
Death is one of my favourite bands of all time, and a huge
influence on my own guitar playing in Hypnosia. I bet we'll have
loads of covers of Death, now that Chuck passed away!
Amputation: Check out Insision’s version of Zombie Ritual on
their last demo. That one is really good.

IMPALED NAZARENE - The Madness Behind

Abscence Of War Does Not Mean Piece [CD 2001}

Cab: Drunk black metal band doing some punk/party song. Very
bad, I must say!

Amputation: These Finns sure have distanced themselves from
their earlier material.

VADER - Dark Age .

Cab: The Ultimate Incantation [CD 1992]

Dark Age from Vader's first LP, very good indeed! The drum

sound is pretty strange, but the songs are of a high standard, and

sounds very good still today. They have evolved into one of the HYPNOS - Burn The Angels Down

best death meral bands in the scene today, both on records and In Blood We Trust [CD 2000]

live. ' Cab: Thrashing death / speed metal! Some good riffs in here. It
sounds like something I should know, cause it sounds Swedish

~ like hell! I'd like to see this band live, because the music is made
for a drunken night at the pub!
Amputation: I knew that it would take some Czechs, to make
Cab wet his pants, hahaha.

MASTODON - We Built This Come Death

Lifésblood [IMCD 2001]

Cab: Strange music on this one! A mixture of everything and
done very bad! Alternative music with some rough guitars here
and there. This must be from the US!

Amputation: It sure is from the US. This is the new band from a
couple of ex-Tooday Is The Day guys.

Cab: Throw a couple of unmatching albums into a blender and
this would be the result, and nothing that I'd ever buy!
DESTROY!!

THEORY IN PRACTICE - Colonizing The Sun
Colonizing The Sun [CD 2001]

Cab: This is some highly technical extreme metal. The e
musicians are very good, eveything is perfectly
played, and the clean production helps a
lot to-get all the deatils in their music
out to the listener. I don’t know
what it’is; but it had me inter-
rested in hearing more! Lots of
tempo changing and .
interesting arrangements:

EXCOMMUNION - Superion
Superion [CD 2002]

Cab: Morbid Angel-extravaganza! ThlS is totally OK, but who
could it be? Good production and interresting songwriting.

CARDINAL SIN - Welcome To The Show

Rock Till Doom, Doomed to Rock [Promo-CD 2001}
- Cab: Very Sabbath-inspired. The music is good and reminds me
of the Dio-era, combined with some more modern stoner rock

 bands. The vocals are the weak link here. They dont fit to the
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k. BANDS
k. 2 TON PREDATOR, hetp:/fwww.2tonpredator.com
ABNORMITY, http://www.geocities.com/abnormityband
AETERNUS, http://www.aeternus.ch
ALAS, huep://www.hateeternal.com/alas/
kAL SIRAT, Cola, ul. 22 Lipca 4, 07-400 Ostroteka, Poland
i ANANDA, http://www.multimania.com/ananda
P ARCKANUM, http://arckanum.cjb.net
¥ AURORA BOREALIS, htp://www.auroraborealis.org
PP BETHLEHEM, hutp://alexanderwelt.org
"BEWITCHED, http://come.to/bewitched
BEYOND THE EMBRACE, hup://www.beyondtheembrace.com
BLOODAXE, http://www.bloodaxe.net
BLOODDUSTER, http://www.bloodduster.com
BLUDGEON, htep://www.bludgeon.tv
BURIAL HORDES, http://www.geocities.com/Burial_Hordes
BURIALMOUND, http://burialmound.cjb.net
BURNT BY THE SUN, hetp://www.burntbythesun.com
CALES, calesclan@seznam.cz
CALLENISH CIRCLE, htep://www.callenish-circle.com
THE COMPANY, http://www.thecompanyweb.de
CANNIBAL CORPSE, hutp:/fwww.cannibalcorpse.net
CONTRASTIC, http://contrastic.dkm.cz
CONVENT, Biedronki 5/36, 20-543 Lublin, Poland
CRIMINAL, http://www.criminal.cl
CRUACHAN, htep://www.cruachan.cjb.net
DAMNABLE, damnableandy@wp.pl
DEEP RED, http://deepred.cjb.net
DEMIMONDE, demimonde@centrum.cz
DEPRESSION, depression@gmx.li
DESECRATED DREAMS, http://www.geocities.com/desecrateddreams
DIABOLIC, hetp://www.diabolicblastmasters.com
DUNKELHEIT, htep://www.geocities.com/dunkelheic_666
ECZEMA, ivaneczema@yahoo.com
EPOCH OF UNLIGHT, http://www.epoch-of-unlight.com
ERYTROSY, Stanislav Lastivka, Ludmanska 3, 040 01 Kosice, Slovakia
EXCOMMUNION, http://www.excommunion.com
FALL SILENT, htep://www.fallsilent.com
FLESHLESS, Vladimir Prokos, Kosmonautu 159, 40501 Decin 27, Czech R.
FLESHTIZED, http://home.hiwaay.net/eformatt/fleshtized
FORGOTTEN SILENCE, Machova 487, 665 01 Rosice u Brna, Czech R.
GODLESS TRUTH, huep://www.go.to/godlesstruth
GOREROTTED, gorerotted@deadagain.fsnet.co.uk
GURKKHAS, htep://www.multimania.com/gurkkhas/
HAEMORRHAGE, haemorgue@hotmail.com
HARVIST, PO Box 2505, Weirton, West Virginia, 26062-1705, USA
HEARSE, hearse@polisen.nu - HIMSA, http://www.himsa.org
HORRID, htep://members.xoom.it/horrid
HOUWITSER, http://www.houwitser.net
HYPNOS, bruno.hypnos@post.cz
ILLDISPOSED, http://www.illdisposed.dk
IMMERSED IN BLOOD, immersedinblood@hotmail.com
IMPALED NAZARENE, http://www.impnaz.com
IMPENDING DOOM, engel666@t-online.de
IMPERIAL FOETICIDE, imperial_foeticide@centrum.cz
IN GREY, http://www.in-grey.com - INIQUITY, http://www.iniquity.dk
INSISION, http://www.insision.com
INSIDE CONFLICT, http://www.galeon.com/insideconflict
INTERVALLE BIZARRE, bizarretommy®atlas.cz
KORBP, korp.peter@telia.com
LIKE PETER AT HOME, Peterrecords@terra.es
MALEDICTIVE PIGS, Ronny Andrich, PSF 110123, 14937 Luckenwalde 2,
Germany
MAPLE CROSS, http://www.maplecross.net
MASTER, speckmannpaul@hotmail.com
MERCENARY, http://www.mercenary.dk
MERZBOW, vsd79299@pc highway.ne.jp
MISERY, carltonafl@hotmail.com
MISTWEAVER, http:/fwww.mistweaver.net
MIXOMATOSIS, http://www,mixomatosis.cjb.net
MYRDDRAAL, hitp://move.to/myrddraal
NECROPHOBIC, http://www.necrophobic.net
NEGLIGENT COLLATERAL COLLAPSE,http://www.mageo.cz/home/ncc/
NEPHASTH, Nephasth@terra.com.br
NEUROSIS, http://www.neurosis.com
NOKTURNAL MORTUM, http://oriana.nm.ru
NOMENMORTIS, nomenmortis@post.sk
NOSTROMO, htep:/ fwww.noiseaddict.com
NUNSLAUGHTER, http://www.nunslaughter.com

ADDRESSES

REBAELLIUN, htep://www.rebaelliun.com

NYARLATHOTER, info@weirdtruth.jp

OBSCENITY, http://www.obscenity.de

OBSIDIAN GATE, http://www.obsidiangate.de

ORDO DRACONIS, http://www.ordodraconis.com

PIG DESTROYER, http://www.loudnet.com/pigdestroyer

RED AIM, hup://www.redaim.de

RELENTLESS, hup://www.relentless.come.to

REPUGNANT, Tobias Forge, Skarpbrunnav. 209, 14564 Norsborg, Sweden
RESUSCITATION, Bob Ceyssens, Weg naar Helchteren 30, 3670 Meeuwen, Belgium
REVENGE, Contro666@yahoo.com

RISING MOON, http://www.risingmoon.it

RUNEMAGICK, http://www.runemagickonline.com

SACRED SIN, http://www.sacredsin.org

SANATORIUM, Martin Belobrad, Bajzova 29, 01001 Zilina, Slovakia
SATANS BLOOD, http://www.satansblood.de.tt

SATARIEL, aemelgoth@hotmail.com

SCARVE, http://www.scarve.net - SEIRIM, hutp://www.seirim.de
SEPTICEMIA, htp://www.septicemia.start.at

SHORA, shoraboys@hotmail.com

SILENT STREAM OF GODLESS ELEGY, hetp://www.redblack.cz/silentstream/
SINISTER, htep://sinister.wingsofdeath.nu

SIX FEET UNDER, htip://www.sfu420.com

SOILENT GREEN, http://www.soilentgreen.net

SOIL OF THE UNDEAD, http://soiloftheundead.cjb.net

SPAWN, http://www.spawn666.de

SUBWAY TO SALLY, http://www.subwaytosally.de

SUNSETH SPHERE, http://sunsetsphere.freeweb.hu

TENH]I, huep://www.tenhi.de

THRONEAEON, htp://www.throneacon.com

THRONEUM, throneum@interia.pl

UFYCH SORMEER, Bourez.olivier®wanadoo.fr

UNDERTOW, http://www.undertow.de - VADER, http://www.vader.pl
VAMPIRIA, http://habitantes.elsitio.com/vampiria

VEDERVARDIG, heep://www.allruins.cjb.net

VIRULENCE, nman@®aol.com - VOMITORY, http://www.vomitory.net
LABELS

AFTERMATH, http://www.aftermath-music.com

ANCESTRAL CRAFT, ancestral.craft@wanadoo.fr .
AWAKEN, Daniel Rojewsti, Louise Schriderstr. 31, 58099 Hagen 1, Germany
BAPHOMET / HOUSECORE, http://www.baphomethousecore.com
BRUCHSTEIN, hup://www.bruchstein-records.de

CARNAL, htep://carnalrecords.cjb.net

CCP, ccp@privat.at - CUDGEL, htep://www.cudgel.de

DARK HORIZON, http://www.darkhorizon666.com

DEAD AGAIN, http://www.deadagain.fsnet.co.uk

DECIUS, htep://www.deciusproductions.com

DIEHARD, hetp://www.diechardmusic.com

DOWNEFALL, downfall_records@hotmail.com

EPIDEMIE, http://go.to/epidemie - FORENSICK, hetp://www.forensickmusic.com
HAMMERHEART, http://www.hammerheart.com

[CARUS, icarus@ba.net - IMPERIAL MAZE, imperial. maze@caramail.com
LISTENABLE, http://www.listenable.net

LOST DISCIPLE, http://www.lostdisciple.com

MAGIC CIRCLE, http://www.magiccirclemusic.com

MALEFICIUM, http://maleficium.black.art.pl

METAL AGE, http://www.metalage.sk - METAL BLADE, http://www.metalblade.com
METAL FORTRESS, dreamweaver@telia.com

METAL STORM, tomek.braun@stud.unl-hannover.de

MIGHTY, huep://www.mightymusic.dk - MORBID, hutp://www.morbidrecords.de
NECROPOLIS, hup://www.necropolisrec.com

NOVUM VOX MORTIS,novumvoxmortis@iname.com

OSMOSE, http://www.osmoseproductions.com

OVERCOME, http://www.overcomerecords.com

PROPHECY, http://www.prophecyproductions.de

REDBLACK, http://www.redblack.cz - RELAPSE, http://www.relapse.com
REPULSE, http://www.repulserecords.com

REVELATION, http://www.revelationrecords.com

REVENGE, revenge.prod@iname.com - ROCK EXPRESS, rockexpr@eunet.yu
SHINDY, hetp://www.shindy.cz - SILVERDUST, hrtep://wwwi.silverdust.de
SKALDIC ART, http://www.skaldicart.de

SOUND RIOT, hup:/fwww.wingsofdeath.nu/soundriot

THE END, hrtp://www.theendrecords.com

UNMATCHED BRUTALITY, huep://www.unmatchedbrutality.com
VENOMOUS, http://www.venomousrecords.com

VOD, http://members.tripod.com/~vodrecords

WHITE LEGENDS, Suite #15, 936 Tungsten Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 5Z6,
Canada
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5 O DEATH  The number 4 in the wellknown Voices Of Death compilations
S PRRTIY All fine acts from the swedish underground, the success continues

VODCDo11 - THE METAL CRUSADE

All three earlier compilations available

Voices Op OC‘\?{? )

Swedish metal masters returns with a fullength
"Vampires Dawn" VODCDoo7 is here to stay

With their second album Korp announce
"Thorns of Centurxes Unfold" VODCDoo9
Thrashblack masters from Bollnds/Sweden

|
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Also available VODCDoo06 Korp "Demon~Reborn". VODCDoos Defaced Creation “Serenity in chaos" -

VODCDo03 Dawn of Decay "New Hell" VODCDoo2 Windwalker "The Dance of The Elves" mmlll'lall|}l%i?:

VOD RECORDS - KOLAVAGEN 2 - 441 55 ALINGSAS - SWEDEN - vodrecords@rocketmail.com
http://members.tripod.com/~vodrecords

e

Officially Distributed in:

Sweden/Norway by Border Music, Denmark by Nordic Metal, Finland by Masterox Media, Germany by Nuclear Blast/TMM/MilleniumAgency/Cyclone Empire,

U.5.A by AbyssProductions / Relapse / Century Media / Necropolis / The Sigii, Canada by CDN / Spectrum Music Entertainment, Switzerland by Music Vertreib,

Portugal by Division House, Belgium by Lowlife, Holland by Large Pop Merchandising, U.K by ShellshockDistribution, Italy by Frontiers Rec., Japan by T.H.A/

Soundholic / W.T.R, Greece by Megatherion, Hong Kong by Sitk Road Music, Singapore by SonicWave, Indonesia by Dimension, Austria by NSM, France by

Black Cat, Spain by GoiMusic, Australia by Despotic Distribution, Malaysia by P.S.E, Colombia by Necrolust




